







































































































A NEW SURVEY 

OF THE 

WESTINDIAS: 

OR, 

The Englijh American bis Travail by Sea and Land: 
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Nficoya, ‘Panama, ‘Portobelo, Qartagena, and Havana, with divers 
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Sir r 


Captain - Generali of the 

all their Forces in E N G L A N D , and die 
Dominion of W A L E S. 


May it pkafe your Excellency, 

Divine Providence bad) hitherto fo ordered 
my life , that for the greatefi part thereof , I 
have lived (as it were) in exile from my native 
Countrey', which happened ^ partly , by reafon 
of my education in the Ifomifh jxeligion t and 
that in for am ZJniVerfities; and partly, by 
my entrance into Monaflicall orders . tor twelve years fpace 
Of which time 9 i was wholly difpofed of in that part of America 
called NeW-Spain, and the parts adjacent. My difficult going 
thither , being not permitted to any , but to ihofe of the Spanish 
Nationmy long jiay there * and lazily my returning home 5 not 
only to my Countrey, but to the true knowledge and free profeffion of 
the Gofpels purity , gave me reafon to conceive, That thefe great 
mercies were not appointed me by the Heavenly Powers Jo the end l 
fhould bury my Talent in the earth jr hide my light under a bufn?U % 
but that Ljhould impart what 1 there faw and fnew to the ufe 
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The Epiftle D edicatory ._ 

aad benefit of my Englifh Count rey-men *, And which the rather 
1 held my felf obliged unto, becaufe in a manner nothing hath 
been written of thefe Farts for thefe hundred years latt pafi , 
which is almoji ever fince the firfl Conquejl thereof by the Spa¬ 
niards, who are contented to lofethe honour of that wealth and 
felicity they have there fince purchafed by their great endevours y 
fo they may enjoy the fafety of retaining what they have former- 
ly gotten tn peace and fecurity. In doing whereof , l (haU offer no 
ColleBions, but fmh a* Jhall arife from mine own obfer vat ions, 
which will as much differ from what formerly hath been hereupon 
written, as the piBure of a per/on grown to mans efiate,from that 
which was ta\en of him when he was but a Childe , or the lafl 
band of the fainter, to the frfl or rough draught of the piBure. 
I am told by others, that this may prove a mojl acceptable worlgy 
but l do tell my fslf that it will prove both lame and imperfcB, 
and therefore had need to [belter my jelf under the JladowofJome 
high proteBion , which 1 humbly pray your Excellency to afford 
me 5 nothing doubting, but as Cod hath lately made your Excellency 
the happy infirument, not'only of faving my felf, but of many 
numbers of godly and well offeBed people in this County of Kent, 
(where now 1 reftdeby the favour of the Parliament) from the 
imminent mine and deflruBion plotted againfl them by their mofl 
implacable enemies 5 fo the fame God who hath led your Excellency 
through fo many difficulties towards the fettlement of the peace of 
ibis Kingdom, and reduction of Ireland, will, after the perfeBing 
thereof (which Cod of bis mercy haffen) direB your TSfoble thoughts 
to employ the Souldiery of this Kingdom upon fuchjufl and honou* 
ruble dfignes in thofe parts of America, as their want of aBion 
at home may neither be a burden to thtmfelves nor the Kingdoms, 
"To your Excellency therefore l offer a New-World, to be the fub- 
jeB of your future pains, valour, and piety, befiechingyour accep¬ 
tance of this plain but fatthfull relation of mine , wherein your 
Excellency, and by you the Englifh Nation (ball fee what wealth 
and honor they have lojlbyone of their narrow hearted Princes, 
who living in peace and abounding in riches, did notmthjianding 
reject the offer of being firfl difcoherer of America, and left it 
unto Ferdinandotff Arragon, who at the fame time was wholly 
fallen up by the Warres , in gaining of the City and Kmgdome of 
Granada from the Moores ; being fo impoverifhed thereby, that 
he was compelled to borrow with feme difficulty a few Crowns of a 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

very wean man, tofet forth Columbus upon fo glorious an expe¬ 
dition. Andyet, if time were clofely followed at the heels, wears 
notfo far behind, hut we might yet take him by the fore-top . 
To which purpofe our Plantations of the Barbadoes, St* Chri- 
ilopherSj. Mems, and the reft of the Caribe*IflancJs, have not 
only advanced our journey the better part of the way j but fo 
inured our people to .the C lime of the Indies, as they are the more 
inabled thereby to undertake any enterprtfe upon the firm Land 
with greater facility. Neither is the difficulty of the attempt fo 
great, as feme may imagine ; for l dare be bold to affirm it know¬ 
ingly, That with the fame pains and charge which they have been 
at in planting one of thofe petty Iflands,they might have conquer'd 
fo many great Cities, and large Territories on the main Continent , 
as might very well merit the title of a Kingdome. Our Neighbours 
the Hollanders^ be our example in this cafe who whilji we 
have been driving a private Trade from Tort to Port, of which 
we are now likely to be deprived, have conquered fo much Land in 
the Faft and Weft-Indies, that it may be [aid of them, as of the 
Spaniards, That the Sun never fets upon their Dominion 0 , 
And to meet with that objection by the way, fhat the Spaniard 
being intituled to thofe Countries, ic were both unlawfull 
andagainft all confcience to difpoffefs him thereof, / anfwer , 
that (the Topes donation excepted ) l know no title he hath but 
font , which by the fame title , and by a greater force may be 
repelled. And to bring in the title of Firft difeovery, to me it 
feems as little reafon, that the failing of a Spanifh Ship upon the 
coaft of India, Jhould intitle the King of Spain to that Countrey , 
as tht fyling of an Indian or Englifh Ship upon the coaft ofS pain, 
ffiould intitle either the Indians or Englifh unto the Dominion 
thereof. No quefionbut the juft right or title to thofe Countries 
appertains to the Natives them [elves • who if theyfbaU willingly 
and freely invite the Englifli to their protection, what title foever 
they have in them, no doubt but they may legally transfer it or 
communicate it to others * And to fay that the inhumane butchery 
which the Indians did formerly commie in facrificing of fomany 
reafonahle Creatures to their wicked Idols, was a fufficient war - 
rant tor the Spaniards to dive ft them of their Countrey ; The fame 
argument may by much better reafon be enforced againji the Spa¬ 
niards themfelves, who have Jacrificed fo many millions of Indians 
to the Idol of tbeir barbarous cruelty, that many populous 1 (lands 
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your Excellencies fervani^ 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

and large Territoritits upon the main Continently are thereby at 
this day murly uninhabited , as Bartholomeo de JasCalas, the 
Sp'aftifh Bijhop of Guaxaca in New-Spain, hath by his Writing* 
in frint fufctently teftified. But to end all disputes of this na¬ 
ture *, fince that God hath given the earth to the fons of Men to 
inhabit e ; and that there are many waft Countries in tbofe 
parts, nbt yet inhabited either by Spaniard or Indian, why (hould 
my Country-men the E ngl ifh be debarred from mahjng ufe of that , 
which God from all beginning , no quejlion, did ordain for the 
benefit of manhfnde f 

But I will not moleU your Excellency with any further argu¬ 
ment hereupon rather offering my f elf and all my wea^ endevours 
f fuch as they are ) to be employed herein for the good of my 
Countrey j 1 befeech J lmighty God to profper your Excellency j 
Who am 
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Upon this Worthy Wor\ of his moft worthy Friend 


the AVf HO V R. 

R E A DE behold prefen ted to thine eye, 

Whatus Columbus ofF’red long ago, 

Of the New-World a new difeoverie, 

Which here oar Authour doth fo clearly (how j 
That he the Bate wlych of thefe Parts would know; 

Need not hereajftcr fearch the plenteous Bore 
Of Hacklmt , Purchds and KamufiOj 
Or learn’d Acofta’s writings'to look o’re • 

Or what Herera hath us told before. 

Which merit not the credit due from hence,' 

Thofe being but reck'nings of another fcore. 

But thefe the fruits of felf experience .* 

Wherein our Authour ufeth not the fence 
Of thofe at home, who do their judgments leave 
And after wandring far with vaft expence, 

See many things, which they do ne’r perceive • 

Laborious are by Budy much at home 

To know thofe Parcs, which they Came lately from. 

Leffe doth he ufeus as the late writ Books 
Of journeys made unto the Levant -States; 

Wherein when we do pry with curious looks, 

Of Greers and Troy to know theprefent faces 5 
They tell us what 'Thiicidides relates. 

What Strabo writes, what Homer crown’d with bayes 
What Authours more, who have out.worn their dates' 

Beiides what Ffutarcb and Polybius fayes : 

So what they were, not what they are, they fing y 
And (hew their reading, not their travailing* 

But here our Authour neither doth us tell, 

Or to us fhew one inch of Sea or Ground, ’ 

tlnlefs 







To the Reader . _ 

IJnleifeTucFa^s which in his time befell, 

Or what his eyes faw the Horizon bound : 

He uttereth nought at all he heard by found, 

He ipeaks not ofa City or a Street, 

But where hiinfdf hath often gone the round, 

And meafured o’re with his induftriousfeet. 

And yet it muft acknowledg’d be for true. 

Since worthy Hawkins, and the famous Drake 
Did firft prelent unto the Englilh view 
This New-found-world, for great Elizas fake 5 
Renowned ^{awUigb twice did undertake 
With labours great, and dangers not a few^ 

A true difcovery ofthefe Parts to make, 

And thereof writ both what he faw and knew. 
But as the man who in a Ship doth pafs 
Our narrow Seas, the flowings of each tide, 

T he Ships courfe, foundingSj turnings of the glafs, 
What Land he makes on North or Southern fide, 
He may impart .• But who they be abide, 

Or what Religion, Language, or what Nation 
Poffefs each Coaft} fince he hath never tride. 
How can he make thereof a true Relation ? 

So thofe who have defcrib’d thefe Parts before, 

Of Trade, Winds, Currents, Hurican’s do tell. 

Of Headlands, Harbours, trendings of the fhore. 
Of Rocks and Hies .• wherein they might as well 
Talk of a Nut, and only fhew the fhell 5 
The kernell neither tailed, touch’d nor feen 
Had yet remain’d ; but that it fo befell, 

That thefe Relations to us made have been j 
Differing as much from what before y’have heard, 
As dothaLand Map fromaSeamans Card. 

But how thele truths reveal’d to us fhould bee, 
When none but Spaniards to thofe parts may go 
Which was tftablifh’d by fevere Decree, 

Left Fotain people Ihould their fecrets know \ 
This Order yet to be negle&cd fo. 

As that our Authour had permiflion free, 

Whofe Nation too they count their greateft focj 
Seemeth almoft a miracle to me. 









7 o the Reader. 


Sure the preference of that power Divine, 

Which fafely to thofe parts did him convey, 

Did not for nought his conftant heart incline 
There twelve whole years fo patiently to flay ; 

That he each thing exa&ly might furvey, 

Then him return’d, nay more did turn to us, 

And to him (hew’d of blifs the perfeft; way, 

Which of the reft feems moft miraculous. 

For had the laft of tbefe not truly been, 

Thefe f air Relations we had never feen. 

Nor can I think but this moft ufefull Book 
In time to come, may like fome new-born Star, 

Dire& fuch wifemen as therein will look, 

And (hew their way unto thefe Regions far. 

And though we now lie funk in Civill war, 

Yet you the worthy Patriots of this Land, 

Let not your hearts be drowned in defpairj 
And fo your future happineffe withftand. 

For time will come you fhall enjoy a Peace^ 

But then no longer you muft joy in fin, 

When they no more fhall raign, thefe Wars fhall ceafcj 
And then y our after blifs fhall foon begin. 

The fiery tiials which you now are in, 

In ftead of foes fhall prove your beft of friends, 

And you from fervilebafe afte&ion win, 

To fit your hearts for high and Nobler ends.* 

Your Drums which us’d to beat their Martiall dance 
Upon the banks of Garone , Seine , and Soane • 

VVhilft youtrode meafures through the Realm of Francs' 
Do now at home (Oh grief !)onbothfides groan, 

As if they did your ill fpiltbloud bemoan; 

Which long ago with Richard, England's King, 

When he the holy War maintain’d alone, 

Their dreadfull notes did through Judea ring* 

Now fhall the tawnie Indians quake for fear, 

I heir direfull march to beat when they do hear 5 
Your brave Red Croffes on both fides difplay’d, 

The noble Badges of your famous Nation, 

Which you yet redder with your blouds have made, 

And dyed them deep in drops of deteftation* 


You 








Thomas Chdoner. 


To the Reader . 


All this and more by you {hall fure be done, 
Yet I no Prophet, nor no Prophets Tonne* 


You (half again advance with reputation, 

And on the bounds of utmoft Weftern fhore 
Shall them tranfp!ant,and firmly fix their ftation, 
Where English Colours ne’rdidfly before. 

Your well-built Ship, companions of the Sun, 

As they were Chariots to his fiery beams, 

Which oft the Earths circumference have run, 

And now lie moar’d in Severn, Trent, and Terns, 
Shall plough the Ocean with their gilded Steins, 
And in their hollow bottomsyouconvay 
To Lands inrich’d with gdld, with pearls and gems, 
But above all, where many thoufands flay 
Of wronged Indians , whom you (hall fct free 
From Spanifb yoke* and Romes Idolatry. 
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NEW SURVEY 

WEST-INDIES 


C H A J, I. 

Hew Rome doth yearly vijit the American and Afiari Kingdoms. 

IE policy, which for many years hath upheld the erring 
Church of Rome , hath clearly and manifeftly beendifcovered 
by the many Errors which in feverall times by fundry Sy¬ 
nods or Generali Councels, ( which commonly are but 
Apes of the Popes fancy, will, pleafure, and ambition) have 
been enafted into that Church. And for fuch purpofes doth 
that man of Sinne, and Antichriftian tyrant, keep conftantly 
in Rome fo many poor Penfionary Bifhops as hounds at his 
table fmelling out his ambitious thoughts, with whom he fils 
the Synods,when he cals them, charging them never to leave off barking and wearying 
out the reft of the Prelates, untill they have them all as a prey unto his proud and ambi¬ 
tious defignes ; from which if any of them dare toftart, not only their Penfions {hall 
be furely forfeited, but their fouls fhall be curfed, and they as Hereticks Anathemati¬ 
zed with a Cenfure of Excommunication lata fententia. Hence fprung chat Mafter-piece 
of Policy, decreeing that the Pope alone fhould be above the Generali Councell, left o- 
therwife one Mans pride might be curbed by many heads joyned together- And fecondly, 
that Synodicall definition, that the Pope cannot erre, that though the Councels power, 
wifdome and learning were all fifted into one mans brain, all points of faith ftrained 
into one head and channell j yet the people fhould not ftagger in any lawfull doubts, 
nor the learned fort follow any more the light of reafon, or the funfhine of the Gofpel* 
but all yielding to blind Obedience, and their moft holy Fathers infallibility, in the 
foggie and Cimmerian mift of ignorance, might fecure their fouls from erring, or devia¬ 
ting to the Scylla or Carybdis of Schifm and Herefie. What judicious eye, that will 
not be blinded with the napkin of ignorance, doth not eafily fee that Policy only hath 
been the chief Aftor of thofe damnable Opinions of Purgatory, Tranfubftantiation, 
Sacrifice though unbloudy(as they term it) of the Mafs,Invocation of Saints,their Cano¬ 
nization or inftalling of Saints into the kingdom of heaven, Indulgences,auricular Con- 
fcl!ion,with fatisfa&ory Penance,and many fuch like.-Al which doubtlefs have been com¬ 
manded as points ofFaith, not fo much to fave thofe wretched fouls, as to advance that 
crackt-brain head in the conceits of his European wonderers, who long agoe were 
efpied out by the Spirit ofjohn wondring after the Beaft, worfhipping him for his 
power,and faying, who is like unto the Beaft, robots able to make tear with him? Rev. 
13.3,4.Thus can policy invent a Purgatory, that a Pope may be fought from all parts of 
Europe , nay from Eaft and weft-India’s, to deliver fouls from that imaginary Fire 
which never God created, but he himfelfhath fancied, that To much glory may be aferi- 
bed to him, and his power Wondered at, who can plunge into torments, condemn to 
burning, and when he lift, deliver out of fire. Much more would he be admired, and his 
B ' goodnefle 
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goodnefie extolled, if he would deliver at once all thofe his Purgatory Prifoners with¬ 
out the Simoniacall receipt of money. But policy can afford an infinite price and value 
6f a facnfice of the Maffe, to delude the ignorant people, that though they leave their 
whole eftates to enrich Cloyfters, and fat proud Prelates and Abbots j yet this is no¬ 
thing, and comes far fhort (being finite) to that infinite Sacrifice, which only can and 
rauft deliver their fcorching, nay brayling fouls: And if this infinite Sacrifice be not 
enough,(which will not be enough, whereas Chrifts infinite fatisfadion was not enough 
in the opinion of that erroneous Church) Policy will give yet power to a Pope./ divitiz 
affluant, if money and rich bribes abound, to grant inch plenary Indulgences, which 
(nay upon one Saints day, or at futh a Saints Altar, work that foul out’ which 
lyeth lurking and frying in the deepeft pit of Purgatory. O who is like unto the 
Beaft ? But will thofe that wonder at him, be alfo wondered at as workers of 
wonders and miracles? Policy will give power to a Pope to canonize fuch and 
fet them at Gods right hand, fit to be prayed unto, and called upon as Judges of our 
neceflities, and Auditors of our wants: But this honour mull be given, after that the 
whole Colledge of Cardinals have been clothed with new purple Robes, and Loads 
of money brought to the Court of Rome; Witnelfe thofe many thoufand pounds , 
which the City of Barcelona, and the whole Country of Catalonia fpent in the Canoni¬ 
zing of Raimundm de Pennafort ,a Dominican FryeriWjtndfe at leaft ten Millions which 
I have been credibly informed,that the Jefuits fpent for the canonization of their two 
Twins, Ignatius Loiola, and Francifcus Xavier, whom they call the Eaft India Apoftle. 
And it is not feven years ago yet that it was my chance to travail from Frankford in Ger- 
many as far as Millain'vn company of one Fryer John Baptifta Francifcan , who told me 
That was the fourth time of his going to Rome from Valenti a in the Kingdoms of Arra- 
gon in Spain about the Canonization of one fobn Capifirano of the fame Order • and that 
befides the great Aimes which he had begged oyer many countries, (and in that journey 
went purpofely to Infpurg to the Prince Leofoldo for his Aimes and Letters of commen- 
dation to the Pope and Cardinals} he had fpent of the City of Valencia only five thou* 
fand Duckets, and yet was not his Saint enthroned, as he defined, in heaven i but ftill 
money was wanting, and more demanded for the dignifying with a’saints title him who 
had lived a Mendicant and begging Fryer. Thus are thofe blinded Nations brought by 
Policy to run to Rome with rich treafures, and thus do they ftrive who fhall haye moft 
Saints of their Country or Nation, though impoverilhing themfelves • whilft at Rome 
Ambition and Policy fay not,It is enough, fit mates for the Horfleech his two daughters, 
ctying,Give,give, Prov.lO.15. Giye. fay rliey, and rhe rigid Penance juftly to be impo- 
fed upon thee for rhyilns moll iiainous, fhall be extenuated and made eafte for thee 
Give, fay they, and thou (halt be difpenfed with to marry thy neareft Kinfwoman or 
Xiniman. It would be a long ftoryto infert here how the Popes Policy fucks out of 
JEngland our gold and lilver for the authorizing of our Papifts private Chambers and 
Altars for the gaming of Indulgences in them, and delivering of fouls out of Purgatory 
when Mafles are faid and heard atthem Thushath Romes policy blinded and deceived 
many of the European Kingdomes; and with the fame greedineffe gapes at Alia and 
Ammca Who would not admire to fee that at this day in America only, the Popes 
authority and ufurped power is extended to as many Countries as all Fume contain* 
wherein no Religion butmeer blinde Obedience and fubjedion to that Man of Sin ^ 
known ? And dayly may it more and more encreafe, whereas the King of Spain gloryeth 
to have received from the Pope power over thofe Kingdomes far greater then aly of her 
Vtmcts of Europe have enjoyed from him. But the pity is, thatwhat power thefe Princes 

inlo th h P XTft ft ? kn /° W edge r 5° mjff T’ h r a y mggiven theirown Power and ftrength 
unto the Beaft, Revel. 17.13. fuffering themfelves to be diverted of any Ecclefiafticall 
power over the Clergy, and unabled to tender any Oath of Supremacy and Allegiance to 

tegrt on,y /°A as his Hollndr ' 

the Pooesname 0 ^ A ^ the Weft and ambition to aSvance 

Kingdome S A g ra “ ed / t( > t , he Kings of Spain, byafpeciall title, naming thofe 
thelinroAL m!^ 0 ^^’ I be R L 0ya11 PaCnmon y; upon this Condition, that 
Iefukes § to L^ch k a u'I 1 " therC the P reachin g of the Gofpell, Fryers, Priefts and 
ment of thePooes iloTvn 3 the er " one ° us Po P ifh doftrines- which tend to the advance- 

himfelf of andmvffted y rh^ ei,and t Ut A 1I:y ' S ° that what P ower he hath diverted 
u mieit or, and inverted the Pope with j what power other Princes are diverted of, and 

the 
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the King of Spain in his Kingdomes ot Europe, from medling in Ecciefiafticall affaires 

or with Ecciefiafticall men • Arch-Bifhops, Bilhops, Friefts, Jefuites Monkes and’ 
Fryers; that fame power by way of Royall Patrimony is conferred upon him in the 
India’s only. And this only pohtickly to maintain their Popery;elfe never would it have 
fomuch increafed therefor pooRFriefts and Mendicant Fryers would never have had 
means enough to be at the-eharges of fending yearly Flocks and Sholes of Fryers thi¬ 
ther,neither to keep and maintain them there • neither would the covetoufnefle of the 
Fopes themfelves have afforded out of their full and rich treafures,means fufficient for the 
maintaining of fo many thoufand Preachers as at this day are Preaching there more Rome 
and Antichrifts name, then the name of Chrift and the truth of the Gofpel ’ And policy 
having thus opened way to thofe American parts, the charges being thus laid upon the 
Crown of Spain, and thehonourof a Royall Patrimony,with power over the Clergy thus 
conferred upon the Kings of Spam ; how doth the Pope yearly charge the Catholick 
King with troops of Jefuites and Fryers to be conveyed thither ? Now the, Jefuites (the 
beft fcholars of Romes policy) feeing this to be thus fetled between the Pope and the 
King of Spam, for the increafing of their Order, and tofupprefle the in'ereafe of other 
Religions there, have thought firft of a way of challenging all the India’s to themfelves 
alleaging that Francis Xavierins companion of Ignatius Loiola was the firft Preacher that 
ever preached in the Eafi lrtdias , and fo by right that they being of his profeffion ought 
only to be fent thither. But this their way being flopped by the oppofitfon of all other 
Religious Orders, efpecially by the felicitation of one Fryer Diego Collude a Dominican' 
as hereafter I will fhew more largely. Now,fecondly, their policy is to lean more to the 
Popes of Rome, then any other of thofe Orders, by a fpeciall Vow which they make above 
the three Vowes of other Orders, Poverty, Chaftity, and Obedience to their fuperiors - 
to wit, to be alwayes ready to go to preach when or whither foever the Pope {hall fend 
them, and to advance his name, defend his power in what parts foever maugre whatloe- 
ver danger, or oppofitfon. Thus though the remoteneffe of America may difeourage 
other Orders from going thither to preach, and their freewill which is left unto them to 
make choice of fo long and tedious a journey may retard their readinefle and the dangers 
of the Barbarians unwillingneffe to fubmit to a Popes power, and admit of a new Religi¬ 
on as fuperftitious as their own, may affright them from hazarding their lives among a 
barbarous, rude, and idolatrous people; yet if all others fail, the Pope and the Tefu- 
ites being thus agreed, and the King of Spain bound by the new Royall Patrimony 
Preachers have not, nor ffeall ever be w a „« n g thofe parts : And in ftead of the old 

Jefuites and Preachers grown in age,yearly are fent thither Millions (as they call them) 
either of Voluntiers, Fryers mendicants, Priefts or Monkes, or elfe of forced Jefuites • All 
which entring once into the Lift and Bond of Mifiionaries; muft abide there and be main¬ 
tained by the King of Spain ten years. And whofoever before the ten years expired fhall 
defire to fee Spain again; or runagate-like (hall return, may be conftrained (if taken in 
Spain) to return again to the India’s, as it happened whilft I lived in thofe parts to one 
Fryer Peter de Balcazar a Dominican, who privily flying'back to Spain was the year 
after {hipped, and reftored again to his forced fervice under the Pope of Rome And thus 
doth policy open the wayes to thofe remote and forain parts of America- Thus hath 
policy wrought upon the Kings of Spain ; and Jefuiticall policy meeting with Antichrifts 
policy and Ambition, doth Rome yearly vifite her new nurfed Children greeting that 
Infantile Church of AJia and America with troopes of meflengers one after another like 
jobs meflengers,bringing under pretence offalvation, damnation and mifery to their poor 
and wretched fouls. ■ ■ 


Chap, IL 

Shewing that the Indians wealth under a pretence of their Converfion hath cor~ 
runted the hearts of per begging Ftjers, rvithjlrife, hatred and ambition » 

I T is a moft true and certain faying, Odia Religiomm fmt acerbijjima, hatred groun» 
ded in points and differences of Religion (let me adde, if ambition blow the fire to 
tiiat hatred) is the moft bitter and uncapable of reconciliation. Nay, it is an obfer- 
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Tation worth nothing of fome (fee Dodor Day upon i Cor. 16.9.) that the nearer any 
are unto a conjundion in matters of Religion, and yet fome difference retained, the 
deeper is the hatred; as he obferves, a Jew hates a Chriftian far worfe then he doth a 
Pagan, or a Turke ; ’a Papiit hates a Proteftant worfe then he doth a Jew, and a Forma- 
lift hates a Puritan worfe then he doth a Papift. No fuch hatred under heaven (faith he) 
as that between a Formalift, and a Puritan, whereof our now Domeftick and Civill Wars 
may be a fad and woefull experience. A truth which made Paul burft out into a lamenta¬ 
ble complaint, 1 Cor. 1 6. 9. faying, A great door and ejfettuall is opened unto me , and there 
are many adverfaries. , ■ 

And as when the door of true Faith once is opened, then Adverfaries begin to 
fwarme and rage ; fo in all points of falle and faigned Religion, where the entrance to 
it is laid open, hatred and enmity will ad their parts. But much more if with fucfa 
pretended Religion, Wealth ana Ambition as counterfeit Mates thruft hard to enter 
at the opened door, what ftrife, hatred, and envy do they kindle even in the hearts 
of fuch who have vowed poverty and the contempt of worldly wealth ? I may adde 
to what hath been obferved above, that no hatred is comparable to that which is be¬ 
tween a Jefuite and a Fryer, or any other of Romes religious Orders; And above all 
yet, between a Jefuite, and a Dominican. The ambition and pride of Jefuites is in- 
confiftent in a Kingdome or Common-wealth with any fuch as may be equall to them 
in Preaching, Counfell or Learning. Therefore ftrive they fo much for the education 
of Gentlemens Children in their Colledges, that by teaching the fonnes,- the love of 
the fathers and mothers may be more eaftly gained: and their love and good will 
thus gained, they may withall gaine to themielves whatfoever praife, honour, glo¬ 
ry may be fit to be bellowed upon any other Ecclefiafticall Perfon. Which Policy 
and Ambition in them being fo patent and known to all the World, hath ftirredup in 
all other Religions a hatred to them uncapable ever of Reconciliation. This hath 
made them all to confpire againft them, and to difcover their unfatisfied covetoufneffe 
in beguiling the rich Widowes of what means hath been left them by their deceafed 
husbands, toered and build thofe ftately Colledges beyond the Seas, the fjght where¬ 
of both outward and inward doth draw the ignorant people to refort more to their 
Churches and preaching then to any other. Thus whiles in Venice they got the 
favour of one of the chief Senators of that Common-wealth , they politiekly drew 
him to make his will according to their vyill and pleafure, leaving to hisfon andheire 
no more then what they fhould think fit to afford him. But they appropriating to them- 
felves the chiefeft part of the young heires means, and with fo proud a legacy think-- 
ing to overpower all other Orders, were by them oppofedfo, that the Will was called 
for by the whole State and Senators of Venice , fully examined, and they commanded 
to reftore to the heir the whole eftate as enjoyed by his Father. Well did that wife 
Senate conceive, that as one Noble man had been cheated by them of his fortunes fo 
flight they one by one, andfo at length the riches of Venice might become a treafure 
only for Jefuites to maintain the pride and pompe of their glorious fabricks. And 
.though thofe vowed fervants to the Pope obtained his Excommunication againft the 
:who!e Eftate of Venice upon non-complying with the aforefaid Will and Teftament - 
yet fuch was the preaching of all other Priefts and Orders againft them, that they 
caufed the State to flight the Excommunication, and in lieu of making them heires of 
.the deceafed Senators Eftate, they lhamefully banifhed them out of Venice. Thus alfo 
.have the Priefts and Fryers of Bifcaya in Spain prevailed againft the admitting of Je¬ 
fuites into San-Sebafiian , though by the favour of fome they have in feverall occafions 
obtained an houfe and ereded a Bell to ring and fummon in the people to their pretended 
-Church and Colledge. Nay the very houfe wherein their Patron Ignatius Loiola lived, 
have they often ferioufly offered to buy for a Colledge • yet fuch hath been the op- 
pofitionofthe Priefts and Fryers of that Country, that they have dafhed to nought 
their often iterated endevours to purchafe that which they efteem their chiefeft Relique. 
■But to come nearer to our own Country, what a combuflion did this ftrife between 
Jefuites and other Priefts of England caufe among our Pa pills ten years agoe, when 
the Pope fending into England Do dor Smith pretended Bifhop of Chalcedon to be the 
Metropolitan head over all the Clergy and other Orders, how then was it to fee the 
pride of the Jefuites as inconfiftent with any one that might overfway them, or gain 
|norecredit then themlelves? who never left perfecuting the Bjlhop, .till by the 
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Popes Letters they had bantfhed him out or England. Which curtefle, the ietuiar PHdh 
gaming yet a head over them with title of Archdeacon, Dodor Ckampmy have ever 
iince lought to repay home, by endevouring always to call them out of England 
as pernicious to the Stdte.of this Krngdome, more then Fryers or any other fort of 
i'nefts; Which they have fufficiently made known by difcovdring their covet oufneffe 
in encroaching upon many Houfes and Farmes, enriching themlelves, as namely at 
mnifra&WM (fo termed by them; where they had bought an Inhe , and fneedilv 
fell to building therekhat>they might make it a Colledge for Jefuits to entertain therd 
all Papiftscomers and ; gWrs to that Well, and fo might win to themfeves the hearts 
of moil: of the Papifts of the Land, who do yearly refort thither to be walhed and 
healed Upon any light occafion either of Head-ach, Stomach-ach, Ague want of 
children, where they blindly phanfie a fpeedy remedy for all maladies, or’wants of 
this World. Thus have the Priefts difcovered further our Englifh Jefuites covetouf- 
neffe in the building of the Sope-houfes at Lambeth under the name of Mr. George Gage 
their purfe-bearer, and fince projeding rheMonopoly of Sope under Sir Richard Wefim 
Sir Bafil Brooks, andmariy others names, who were but Agents and Traders with the 
Jefuites rich and mighty Stocke. Thus ca*me out the dilcovery of the Levelling of 
Hils aind Mountains, cutting of rocks at Lerge in the Low Countries at the Colledge 
Of the Englifh Jefuites,a worke for Gardens and Orchards fo*r their Movices recreation 
and paftime, which (as I have heard from their ovvne mouthes) coft them thirty 
thoufand pound,which gift they %eezed out of one only CountefTe of this Land. 
Like to this may prove their Colledge At Gaunt, for which they have obtained already 
a fair beginning of eight thoufand pounds from the 'Old CountefTe of Shrewsbury 
and from thegreateft part of the Eftate of Mr S airfield, whom whiles they had him 
in their Coliedges, they dierilhed with their beft dainties, and with hopes that ond 
day he fhoflld be a Canonized Saint of their Religious Order. All thefe knaveries do 
even thofe Priefts of the fkmePopifh Religion difcoverof them, and thereby endevour 
to make them odious. Andthough of all, the Jefuites be the moft covetous, yet may 
I not exCufe the Secular -Priefts, Benedidine Monks,- and the Fryers from this damna- 
able litnfta who alfo ftrive for wealth and means for their Voway, Tatis and Lithe 
Coliedges, and lofe no opportunities at the death of their Popifh favorites for the 
obtaining a Legacy of one or two hundred Pounds, affuring them their foules fhall be 
the better for their MaiTes. Thus do thofe miferabl£ wrerches in the very heat of their 
2eal of ibiils leek to fupprefle one another, and having vowed Poverty yet make 
they the Cofiverfion of England the only ob jea of them Ambition and’ unfatiabfe 
CovetoUfhefle. But above all is this envy and hatred found between Dominicans and 
Jefuits, for thefe owe unto them an old grudge, for that when Ignatius Loiola lived his 
Do&rine de Trinitate ( which he pretended was revealed to him from heaven,’ for 
he was certainly paft the Age of ftudying at his Converfion) was queftioned by the 
Dominicans, and he by a Church Cenfure publickly and foamefully whipped aboUE 
their Cloifters for his erroneous principles. This affront done to their chief Patron 
hath ftirred up in them anunreconcilable hatred towards the Order of the Dominicans, 
and hath made them even crack their brains to-oppofe Thomas Aquinas his Do&rine’ 
How (hamefully do thofe two Orders indevour the deftrudion of each other, bran¬ 
ding one another with calumnies of herlfie, in the Opinions efpecially de Conceptione 
Math, de hbero Arbitrio, tie Auxiliis ? And of the two, the Jefuite is more bold and ob- 
ftinate in malice and hatred. How did they Fome twenty yeares agoe, all Spain over, a- 
bout the Conception of Mary, ftirre up the people againft the Dominicans, in fo much 
that they were in the very ftreets termed Hereticks, ftones caft at them, the King almoft 
perfwaded to banilh them out of all his Dominions, and they poor Fryers forced to 
ftand upon their guard iri their Cloifters in many Cities, efpecially in Seville Ofum i 
Antiquera and CoraW, to defend themfelves from the rude and furious multitude. Much 
like this was that publick conference and deputation between Valmtia the jefuite and 
Mafter Lemos the Dominican, before the Pope, concerning their altercation de Auxiliis ; 
When the cunning Jefuite hoping to brand with herefie the whole Order of Domini* 
cans, had caufed Augupines Workes to be falfly printed at Lions , with fiich words 
which might direftly oppofe the Thomifls Opinion • ahd had prevailed, had not Lemos 
begged of the Pope that the Originall Books of Auflin might be brought out of his Va¬ 
tican Library, where was found the quite contrary words, to what the falfe Jefuite 
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fodcaufed to be printed; he was forced to confeffe his knavery.,was harfhly reprehended,- 
and with the appreheniion of that great affront, the next night gave up-his ghoft to- his 
father, the father of lies and fafthood. - / J , , 

An other reafon of this mortall enmity between thefe two Orders, is for that the 
Jefuites furpaffe all others .in ambition of honour, credit and eftimation, whence 
it is they cannot indure to behold the Dominicans to exceed them in any preferment. 
Now it is that by the Laws of Arragon and the Kingdame of Valencia , theVKlngsofi 
Spain are tyedtohave a Dominican Fryer for their Confeffor Qr;;ghoftly father; whit h 
could but the Jefuites obtain, how would they themrule and govern Spam and the 
Kings heart? But though they could never yet prevail to alter this eftablifhedlaw, yet 
have they prevailed now lately fothat Antonia deSotomayor the King of Spains Gonfef- 
for fhould lie at reft in the Court of Madrid, with a penfihh and dry title only j 
and that Florencia that grand Statift fliouLd be ConfefTor to the Count of Olivares , the 
Royal! Iffue, the Queen,-and fhould hear the Kings coiifefiions oftner then-his chofe.n 
and eleded ConfefTor Sotomayor. Secondly, the Dominicans as fir ft Authors of the In- 
quifition (which they prove from their Martyr Peter of VeronaJMW in joy the highelt 
places of that Court, which isa wofull fight to the Jefuites to .fee their Religion af¬ 
faires handled, their Church kept pure from what they call herefie by any but them- 
felves. O had they (as they have often ftrivedXor -it) in their hands the judicature 
of that tribunall, how fhould all Dominicans, nay all forts of Priefts but their own, 
prefently by them be branded with herefie]? Thirdly, in Rowe there is an other prefers 
ment fuceeffively due to Dominicans, from the time of Dominkut de Guzman founder 
of that Religion,to wit,to be Magijier Sacri Palatii , the Popes Palace mafter,inftituted to 
this purpofe, that about him there.may be fome,learned Divine (for commonly the 
Popes are more Statifts, and Ganonifts, then Divines) to read a dayly ledure of Divinity 
tofuch as will be inftruded therein, and to refolve the Pope himfelfof whatfoever dif¬ 
ficult points in Divinity may bequeftioned. This is the Dominicans due with a penfi- 
on to maintain a Coach and lervants within the Palace of St Peter. Which ithe Jefuites 
.have often by favour and cunning Jefuiticall trickes endevoured to bereave the. Domi- 
cans of; but proving labour, in vain, they continue ftill in their unplacable enmity 
and hatred againft them. And thus’you fee theTountains of their fttife; which as 
here in Europe hath been well feen,fo hath this contentious fire overpowered the fire of 
their zeal of fouls in the Eafi and iVefi-lndias ; and the wealth and riches of thofe 
Countries, the ambition of honour in their Gofpell fondion hath more powerfully 
drawn them thither,then (what they pretend) the converfion of a barbarous and idola¬ 
trous nation. This was well published to the view of the whole world by a moft infa-* 
mous libell which in the year 1626. Fryer Diego de Colliadoa. miffionary Fryer in Phillips 
nas and Japan fet out of the unheard of paflages and proceedings of the Jefuites in thofe 
Eajlern parts. At that time the Jefuites pretended that million to themfelves only, and 
petitioned the King of Spain , that only they might go thither to preach, having been 
the firft plantation of Francifcus Xavier , and fince continued fuceeffively by their 
Priefts. To this purpofe they remembred the King of the great charges he was at in 
fendingfo many Fryers, and maintaining them there; all which ftiouldbefaved,might 
.they only have the ingreffe into that Kiilgdome. All which charges they offered 
themfelves to bear, and further to bring up the Indians in the true faith, to inftruft 
them and civilize them, to teach them all liberall fciences, and toperfed them in mu- 
fickandall muftcall inftruments,and'in fencing, dancing, vaulting, painting and what- 
Toever elfe might make them a compleat, and civill people. But againft all this was ob¬ 
jected by DiegoColliado y that not zeal only and charity moved them to this offer,but their 
ambition and covetoufneffe, which would foon be feen in their encroaching upon the 
filly and fimple Indians wealth; bringing inftances of many thoufand pounds which 
they had fqueezed from the poor Barbarians in the iflands of Pbilippinas ; And that 
their entringinto Japan was more to enrich themfelves, then to convert the Japoniant 
to.Chriftianifme ; that whenfoever they entredinto the Kingdome they conveyed from 
Manila whole Ihips laden with the richeft commodities of thofe Iflands; that their tra- 
dingwas beyondall other Merchants trading, their Bench for exchangeraoney farre. 
more accuftonied then any other whether for China , for Japan, for Peru and Mexico ; 
and that the Viceroy himfelf madeufe of none other, but theirs. That to keep out 
all other order sout of Japan y they had ingratiated themfelves fo far, under pretence 
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of trading into the Emperors favour by gifts of Watches, Clocks, Dials, Lockes, 
and Cabinets- aiidfuch like prefents of molt curious and artificial! Workman(hip,that 
they had got free accede to his Court, and counfelled him to beware of Fryers, which 
cunningly crept into his Kingdome to preach a new law, perfwading him by rigorous 
fearch and inquiries to root themoutithus politickly for their own endshindering the 
increafe of Ghriftianifme by any. means or lnftrurnents iave themfelves; and blinding 
the Emperors eyes with their cunning infinuations, that he might not fee in them 5 , what 
they defired he might difcovOrih others, that they might appear infheep skins, and 
others clothed with wolves skins; and fo the fryers might have little heart to-trade, 
but enough to do to fave themfelves from the ftormy perfecution , whiles they freely 
might enjoy the liberty of rich trading. This brand upon thefe cunning foxes was 
commanded to be printed, thank? given to Diego Colliado for difcovering to the Eftate 
their crafty proceedings, with not a few tenents maintained by them in Japan even a- 
gainft their own Soveraigne; a fat Bifhoprick was offered totheFryer,whichherefb- 
fing, commiilion was given unto him for the railing offOrty Fryers out of Spain , and 
the conducting of them to the Iflands of Fbihppinas , and that it fhould be free for all 
Priefts and Fryers, as well as Jefuites, to paffe to thofe parts for the preaching of Chrift, 
and the extending of Chriftianifme among the Heathens and Barbarians. O that this 
mydifcovery made to Enplan'd of thofe diffembling and falfe Priefts , would make us 
wife t# know and difcover under theafhes of their pretended Religion, the fire of ftrife 
and contention which they kindle in Kingdomes,- and to rake up that covetoufnefle' 
which we may eafily find in them • tending to theruineof many fair eftates, and to the 
temporall and fpirituall danger of this our flourifhing Kingdome ! 


Chap. III. 

Shewing the manner of the Mifions of Fryers and jefuites to India’s.' 

A LL the Kingdomes of America , that have been conquered by the Kings of Spain y 
are divided as into feverall temporal! government s^ fo into feverall fpirituall ju- 
rifdidions, under the name of Provinces , belonging unto feverall religious Orders, and 
their Provincials. Thefe though fo far diftant from Europe , yet live with a depen¬ 
dency and fubordination unto the Court of Rome, and are bound to fend thither a 
ftriA account and relation of what moft remarkable palfages and fucceffes happen 
there, as alfo what want of Preachers there is in every feverall Province. Which is to 
be performed in this manner. Every religious Order ( except the Jeluits and Domi¬ 
nicans , whofe Generali continueth till death, unleffe a Cardinals cap be beftowed 
upon him) maketh eledion Of one of the fame order to be the head Ruler, or (a? 
they call him) Generali over all thofe of the fame profeffion every lixth year.The fub- 
jeds unto this Generali which are difperfed in Italy, Germany , Flanders, France, Spain, Eajl 
and Weft-lndia’s, are divided into fundry Provinces, as in Spain there is one Province of 
Andaluzia, another of Caftilia nueva , new Caftile, another of Caftilia vieia , old 
Caftile, another of Valencia, another of Arragon, of Murcia, of Catalonia; So 
likewife in America there 5 is the Province of Mexico , ofMechoacan, of Guaxaca, of Chi - 
apa and Guatemala , of Comayagua, Nicaragua and the like. Every Province of thefe 
hath a head named the Provincial!, chofen by the chief of the Province every three 
years ; which eledion is called a Provinciail Chapter, and the former a Generali Chap- 
ter,which alfo is allotted to be in fome chief City, commonly in Italy, France, Or Spain. 
When the Provinciail Chapter i? kept,then bytheconfent of all that meet initisthere 
one named by name of Procurator or Diffinitor, who is-to goe in the name of the 
whole Province to the next eledion of the Generali, and there to demand fuch things 
as his Province (hall think fit, and to give an account of the ftate of the Province from 
whence he is fent. Thus from the Wefi-India's are fent Procurators, who commonly 
are the belt prizes the Holland (hips meet with, for that they carry with them greac 
wealth, and gifts to the Generals, to the Popes and Cardinals and Nobles in Spain, 
as bribes to facilitatewhatfoever juft or unjuft, right or wrong they are to demand: 
Among other bufinefles their charge is this, to make known the great want of labo- 
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rers in the aboundant and plentiful 1 harveft of the India's (though not. all Province? 
demand Preachers from Spain, as I will ihew /hereafter) and to defire a number of 
.thirty or forty young Prielts, who may be fit for any Indian language and to fucceed the 
old Handers. 

The Order of the Province being read to the Generali, or his Generali'Chapter^then 
are Letters Patents granted unto this Procurator from the Generali, naming him his 
Vicar Generali for fuch a Province, and declaring his fufficiency and worthy parts, 
•(though none at all in him , as I have been witneffe of Tome) the great paines he 
hath taken in the new planted Indian Church, and how fit he hath been judged to 
convey to thofe parts, a Million of fuch as (hall voluntarily offer themfelves for the pro¬ 
pagation of Chriftianity amongil thofe-Barbarians. Then the tauny Indian Fryer be¬ 
ing well fet out with high Commendations, and fairly painted with flattering Elegies,, 
prefents thefe his Patents (and with them peradventure a little wedge of Gold, a Box 
.ofPearleSjTome Rubies or Diamonds, aCheft ofCochinill, or Sugar, with fome boxes 
of curious Chocolatte, or fome feather works of Mechoacan , fome fmall fruits of his- 
great pains and labour) to the Pope- who for his firfib reward gives him his Toe and 
Pantofle to kiffe, feconding this honour with a joyfull countenance to behold an A- 
poftle, judging him worthy of the bell of the Indian wealth, and his foul peradventure 
fit for the title ofa'Saint* This complacency in the gift and the giver, breeds imme¬ 
diately a mm proprius in his Holineffe to grant a Bull with a degree of th» Popes 
Commiffary, wherein this poor Mendicant Fryer is inabled to runne over all the 
Cloifters of his Profeffion in Spain, to gather up his thirty or forty young Preachers. 
Who for their better encouragement are at their firft lifting by the Popes Authority ab- 
folved a culpa & apxna, from all finne, andfrom their Purgatory and Hell due unto it, 
byaplenary Indulgence. Andwhofoever{halloppofe,or any way difcourage this Popes 
Commiffary ,or thofe that are or would be lifted by him, are ipfo falls excommunicated 
with an Anathem referved only to this Commiffary or his Holineffe himfelf. O what is it 
to fee, when fuch a Commiffaries coming is known, how the young birds, that as in 
Cages are Ihut up within the wals of a Cloifter, leap and cherilh themfelves’with hopes 
of liberty > What is it to fee difordered Fryers, who for their mifdemeanours, and 
leaping over their Cloifter wals in the night to finde out their wanton harlots,’have 
been imprifoned, now rejoyce at the coming of a Popes Commiffary, and plenary 
Indulgence, freeing them from finspaft, and fitting them for the Converfion of fouls, 
though their own be not averted from their Harlot, nor as yet truly and unfainedly con¬ 
verted to the love of God> True it is, I have known fome that have written their 
names in the lift of Indian Mifftonaries,, men of fober life and conversion moved 
only with a blind zeal of encreafing the Popifh Religion: yet I dare fay and confi¬ 
dently print this truth without wronging theChurch of Rome, that of thirty or forty 
which in fuch occafions are commonly tranfported to the India's , the three parts of 
them are Fryers of leu d lives, weary of their retired Cloifter lives, who have been 
punifhed often by their Superiours for their wilfull back-fliding from that obedience 
which they formerly vowed; or for the breach of their poverty in clofely retaining 
money by them to Card and Dice, of which fort I could here namely infert a IonS 
and tedious Catalogue; or laftly fuch, who have been imprifoned for violating their 
vow of chaftity with leud and lafcivious women, either by fecret flight from their 
Cloifter, or bypubhke Apoftatizing from their Order, and clothing themfelves in 
Lay-mens ApparelI,to run about the fafer with their wicked Concubines. Of which 
tort it was my chance to be acquainted with one Fryer John Nevano a Francifcan in 
the Guy of Guatemala, who after he had in fecular apparell enjoyed the leud com¬ 
pany ot on * Amaryllis a famous Woman player in Spain for the fpace of a year fear- 
ing at laft he might be difcovered, lifted himfelf in a Million to Guatemala the’ year 

nVr,fnj,ii° P k- g A t0 TT y wkh mor «l ibcrt y a ” d leffe fear of puniflimen’t any lult- 
lull or carnallobjea Liberty, in a word, under the Cioake of Piety and Converfion 

™ V S ’ i hatdrawes fo raan y Fr y crs ( and commonly the younger fort) to 
thole remote American parts; where after they have learned fome Indian language, 
they are licenced wtth a Pariih Charge to live alone out of the light of a watching 
Pttot or Superior out of the bounds and compaffe of Cloifter wals, and author* 

SfcrUvSnJ 1 ?i ufe l C u emfelves ’ and to fin § er as many Spanilh Patacones, as their 
wits devne (hall teach them to fqueeze out ofthe newly Converted Indians wealth. This 

liberty 








A S'few Survey of tbe Weft"Indies. 

liberty they could never in joy in Spain, and this liberty is the Midwife of fo many foul 
fals of wicked Fryers in thofe parts. For the prelent I fhall returne again to my 
Fryer fohn Navarro, who at his coming to Guatemala, being made for his wit and lear¬ 
ning, Mafter and Reader of Divinity, and much efteemed of lor his acute Preaching, a* 
mong many others got the eftimation and love of a chief Gentlewoman, ( §>uo feme} eft 
imbuta recens,fervabit odorem teftadiu) who continued in Navarro his heart the former 
lent of the unchaft love Amaryllis, fo far that the Fryer being blinded and wounded 
with Cupids Arrow flicking in his heart, ran headlong to quench his luftfull thirft upon 
St. fames his day, 163 5. for better memory of the Tragicall event ( being the Spaniards 
common Advocate,and fpeciall Patron of that City,named St. f ago de Guatemala) where 
cruell Mars oppreiling Venus in her wanton Afts, the injured husband afting Mars , and 
finding Navarro Cupids page faluting his Venus upon her bed, drew his fword, cutting the 
Fryer firft in the head and facejwho itrugling with death,and purchafing his life with a 
fwift and nimble flight to a Garden, where his own brother a Fryer of the fame Order, 
and Pander to thatfoul aft, entertained the Motherleffe children; for the husband having 
miffed hisfatallblow (willingly as fomeimagined, or unwillingly as others judged; 
in the Fryers heart, wilfully laid it in the throat of his unchaft Wile, fcarce leaving way 
for breath to makea fpeedy Confeffion of her finne to Navarro his Brother; who ten¬ 
ding her foul, as much as his Brother had tendred her body, abfolved her from her 
finne, finding fignes, though no uttering fpeech of Repentance, while the murderer 
fled, and the murthered lay in the door of herhoufe for a fad objeft to all, that imme¬ 
diately flocked thither to fee that bloudy Tragedy. The Wife being the fame day buried,- 
the Husband being retired to a clofe Sanftuary, Navarro was carried to his Convent to 
be cured; and after his Cure was banifhed that Country; whom two years after 
it was my chance to meet in Cartagena returning to Spain with his fcard face, bearing 
•the marke of his lafeivious life, and of that liberty which he had injoyed in ^America . 
Such are the fruits of the zeal of thofe wretches, who upbraide our Church and Mini- • 
fters for want of zeal to labour in the Converfion of Infidels. Who when they arrive 
to thofe parts, are entertained with ringing of Bels, with founding of Trumpets moft 
part of the way as they travail,and as Apollles are received by the Indians, though foon 
like fudas they fall from their calling, and for pleafure and covetoufneffe fell away 
Chrift from their fouls. England may here learn to beware of fuch Converters-, who are 
daily by name of Miffionaries fent hither by the Pope to preach among us Popery; but 
like Navarro cOme to feed and cherifh their wanton lulls, as I could give many inftances, 
-might I not be cenfured for long digreflkms in mingling Englilh Hiftories with my Ame¬ 
rican Travailes. 


C H A P. IV. 

Shelving to what Provinces of the Eaft and Wcft-India’s belonging to the Crown 
of Caftilia are fent Mi/ions of Fryers and $ efnites . And Specially of the 
Mi fit on fent in the year 1625. 

I N all the Dominions of the King of Spain in America, there are two forts of Spaniards 
more oppofite one to another then in Europe, the Spaniard is oppofite to the French,* 
or to the Hollander, or to the Portingall; to wit, they that are born in any parts of 
Spain and goe thither, and they that are borne there of Spanilh parents, whom the 
Spaniards to diftinguilh them from themfelves, terme Criolio’s , fignifying the Natives 
of that Country. This hatred is fo great, that I dare fay, nothing might be more 
advantagious then this, to any other Nation that would conquer America. And no¬ 
thing more eafily gained then the wils and affeftions of the Natives of the Country, 
to joyne with any other Nation to free and refeue themfelves from that fubjeftion,or 
kinde of fiavery , which they fuffer under the hard ufageof the Spaniards, and their 
partiall Government and juftice toward them, and thofe that come from Spain. This 
is fo grievous to the poor Criolio’s or Natives, that my felf have often heard them 
fay. They would rather be fubjeft to any Other Prince, nay to the Hollanders, then 
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to the Spaniards, if they thought they might enjoy their Religion • and others wifh - 
ing the Hollanders, when they took ‘Truxidio in Honduras, hadftayed in it and entred 
further into the lancj, they {hould have been welcome to them; and that the Religion 
they enjoyed with fo much llavery, was nothing fweet unto them. This mortall ha¬ 
tred betwixt thefe two forts of Spaniards, made the Criolio's fo ready to joyn againft 
the Marqueffe of Gelves Viceroy of Mexico,\ in the tumult and mutiny of that City, 
wherein they cleaving to DonAlonfo deZerna, the Arch-bifhop caufed the Viceroy to 
. efcapefor his life by flight, and would then have utterly rooted out the Spanifh. Go¬ 
vernment, hadnotfome Priefts diffwaded them from it; but of this. I fhall fpeak more 
largely hereafter. The caufe of this deadly hatred hath proceeded from a jealoufie 
which the Spaniards have ever had of the Criolio’s, that they would fain withdraw 
themfelves firft from the commerce with Spain, and fecondly, from the Government 
which is laid upon them • which is fuch , that the Criolio"s muft be alwayes under, 
and a fubjeft, alwayes governed, but lcarce any a Governour. Never yet-was there 
feen any Criolio made Viceroy of Mexico, or Pern; or Prelident of Guatemala, or 
Santafe, or S. Domingo; or Governour of Tucacan, Cartagena, Havana; or Alcalde 
-Mayor (as they call them) of Soconufco, Chiapa, San Salvador, and fuch like places 
of credit. So likewife in the Courts of Chancery, as S‘°- Domingo, Mexico, Guate¬ 
mala, Lima, and the reft; 'Cvhere commonly there are Six, called Ojdores and one Fi~ 
fcal, fcarce' one of them to be found a Criolio, or native of the Country j though 
there be among them thofe that defcended of the chief Conquerors; as in Lima and Pe¬ 
ru the Pizarros, in Mexico and Guaxaca the houfe of the Marqueffe Dell Valle, Ferdi- 
■nando Cortes his Suceelfors, others of the houfe of Giron , others of the houfe of Alv¬ 
arado, others of the Gufmanes , finally many of the chiefeft houfes of Spain; yet none of 
thefe ever preferred to any dignity. And not only thus are they kept from offices, hut 
dayly affronted by the Spaniards as uncapable of any Government, and termed half In¬ 
dians by them. 

Which general! contempt hath alfo fpread it felfin the Church, where no Criolio 
Prteft is fcarce ever preferred to be a Bifhop, or Canon in a Cathedrall Church, but all 
fuch as come from Spain. So likewife in the religious orders they have many years indea- 
vored to keep under and fupprefs fuch as have been admitted to their orders of the natives 
of the Country, left the number of them fhould prevail againft thofe that are brought 
from Spain; they have been very nice in choofing of them, and though they have been 
forced to admit offbme, yet ftill the Provincials,the Priors, and all Superiors have been 
Spaniards born in Spain.TiU now lately fome Provinces have got the upper hand and pre¬ 
vailed againft the Spaniards, and have fo filled their Cloifters with Criolio’s or natives, 
that they have utterly refufed to admit the fupplies of Spanifh Millions which formerly 
were fent unto them, and till this day are fent to others. In the Province of Mexico there 
are Dominicans, Francifcans, Auguftines, Carmelites, Mercenarians,and Jefuites whereof 
the Jefuites and Carmelites only to this day prevail againft Criolio’s, bringing every two 
or three years Millions from Spain. The laft Million that was fent to the Mercenarians 
was the year 1625. and then was the oppofition fuch between that Million and the 
Criolio’s, that in. the eledion of the next Provinciall in their Cloifter of Mexico the 
Fryers drew knives one againft another, and were like to kill each other had not the 
Viceroy gone to their Cloifter fo make peace, and imprifon fome of them. Yet at 
laft by the multitude of voices the native party prevailed, and till this day have ex¬ 
empted themfelves from Spanifh Millions, alleadging (as others have done) that they 
have Fryers enough in their Cloifters, and need none to be fent them from Spain • fub- 
mitung themfelves to the Pope, and prefenting to him as ftately gifts as ever Spaniards 
ma before them. In the Province of Guaxaca none admit of Millenaries from Spain ; 
true it is, the Dominicans are but newly fubdued by the Criolian party • and as yet are 
ftrongly pleading at Rome for Spanifh Fryers, alleadging that the glory and lullre of 
bath been much blurred lince the non-admittance of fupplies of 
• - ^ om P a tnots. The Province of Guatemala, (which is of a large extent) 

/ lIfr/ 8 Gti v atemal *’ Chiapa, the Z oques, part of Tahafco, the Zeldales, the Sacapu- 
las the Vera Paz, all the coaft lying to the South ka,Suchutepe*ues and Soconufco,Comay- 
FranrirV' T’ S a Salva ^r,N icaragua, hath in it thefe orders chiefly, Dominicans, 
Auguftines, (who are fubjed to Mexico being one poor Cloifter in Gua- 
) Je uites alfo in Guatemala fubjed to the govenment of Mexico and Mercenarians; 
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whereof the three orders of Dominicans, Francifcans, and Mercenarians are the 
only Preachers and parifh Priefts throughout all the forenamed Provinces. And thefe 
three Orders have ftill kept under the Criolian party, never as yet fuffering any of them 
to be Provincial!, bringing every two or three years,lome one year and fome another 
Minions of Fryers from Spain to maintain and keep up their fadion againft the C'rio’ 
hans.The Provinces of Peru being more diftant from Spain,and hard to come to by fea 
have no Miffions fent unto them.There are of the moft Romiffi religious orders yet -the 
chief are Dominicans ; and they all live above their vow of poverty abounding in wealth 
riot, liberty and pleafures. In the Kingdomeof Nuevo reino dt Granada- and Cartagena 
Santa fee, Barrne,Popajan, and the government of St. Martha, are Dominicans leiuifes' 
Francifcans,Carmelites,Auguftinesand Mercenarians; whereof the Dominicans Tefu’ 
ites and Francifcans till this day admit of Millions from Spain. The Ifland of Cull h- 
maica,la Margarita, Puerto rico, all are fubjed to the head Provincial! of Santo Domilio 
being Dominicans, Jefuites, and Francifcans, and have all now and then Miffions from 
Spain. Yucatan hath in it only Francifcans, who live moft richly and plentifully and 
ftrongly uphold the Spanijh fadion with European Miffions: Mechcacan belongeth to the 
Mexican Fryers, and is in the fame condition as was faid before of Mexico. Thus have 
I briefly run over all America that pertains to the Crown of CaJHlia: for the Eajl-India s 
they belong to the Crown of Portingall and Brafill, asfirft difcoveredand pofleffied bv 
th ePortingalls, and now doubtleffie are fubjed to King fohn, the new King of Portin¬ 
gall. Yet the Iflands of Philippine are fubjed to the King of Spain, and there are Do- 
xmnicans,Francifcan$,Auguftines, and Jefuites,allwhich lie ftill in wait in Manila the 
Metropolitan City, for fome fure {hipping to fapan, to convert that Kingdome. And 
though they admit of fome few Criolio’s among them, efpecially fome of their Con¬ 
verts of China and fapan-, yet their chief number and ftrength-is of Spanifh Miffio- 
naries, who are more frequently conveyed thither then to the parts aforementioned 
of America. Firft they are fent in the (hips that are bound for Nueva Maria and Mex- 
* co i and after they have refted two or three months in Mexitor, they are fent to Aca- 
p«/ro,lying on the Mar del Zur,there they are flopped in twO great Caracks which year¬ 
ly go and come richly laden with China,fapan,and'a\\ Eaji-Indiaware from Manila to 
Acapulco to enrich Mexico with far greater riches then any are fent by the North fea 
from Spain. The voyage from Acapulco thither, is longer then frorti Spain to Mexico, 
and ealie and pleafant, though the returne is far longer and moft dangerous. The 
year of our Lord 1625. there were four Miffions fent; the one of Francifcans to Yuca¬ 
tan, the other ol Mercenarians to Mexico^ the other two of Dominicans and Tefuites 
to Philippine At which time it was my fortune to refide among the Dominicans in 
Xerez in Andalusia. The Popes Commiffary for that Miffion was Fryer Matheo de la 
Villa,, who having a Commiffion for thirty, and having gathered fome 24 of them 
about CaJHlia and Madrid, fent them by degrees well ftored with mony to Cales to take 

up a convenient lodging for himfelf and the reft of his crew till the time of the fet- 
ting forth of the Indian Fleet. This Commiffary named one Fryer Antonio Calvo to be 
hisiubftitute, and to vifite the Cloifters of Andalusia lying in his way- namely Cordo¬ 
va, Sevill, St. Lucar, and Xerez, to try if out of them he could make up his com plear 
number of thirty, which was after fully compleated. About the end of May came 
this worthy Calvo to Acre*,and in his Company one Antonio Me lender of the Colledge: 
ot Sc. Gregory in Valladolid, with whom I had formerly near acquaintance. This 
Melendez greatlyrejoyced when he had found me; and being well flocked with Indian 
Patacories, the firft night of his coming invited me to his chamber to a ftately fupper. 
The good Xerez. Sack which was not fpared, fet my friend in fuch a heat of zeal of 
converting faponians, that all histalke was of thofe parts never yet feen, andatleaft 
lix thoufand leagues diftant. Bacchus metamorphofed him from a Divine into an 
? r ’ an - ma< ^ e a Cicero in parts of Rhetoricall eloquence. Nothing was omit- 
a m '§^ c e xhort me to j’oynewith him in that fundion, which he thought was 
Apoftohcall Nemo Prophetain patria fua, was a great argument with him; fometimes 
he propounded Martyrdome for the Gofpellfake, and the glory after it, to have his 
lire and death printed, and of poor Fryer Antonj a Clothiers fon of Segovia to be 
ltyled St. Antony by the Pope, and made collaterall with the Apoftles in heaven; thus 
d Bacchus make him ambitious of honour upon the earth, and preferment in hea¬ 
ven, But when he thought this Rhetorick had not prevailed, then would he ad a 
• Midas 
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Midas and Crafw, fancying thelndias paved with tiles of gold and filver, the ftones 
to be Pearls, Rubies, and Diamonds, the trees to be hung with clutters of Nutmegs 
bigger then the clutters of grapes of Canaan, the fields to be planted with Sugar-canes, 
which fhould fo fweeten the Chocolatte, that it fhould far exceed the milke and hony 
of the Land of promife; the filkes of China he conceited fo common, that the 
fades of the fhips were nothing elfe.j finally he dreamed of Midas happineffe, that 
whatfoever he touched fhould be turned to gold : Thus did XemiNe&ar make my friend 
and mortified Fryer, a covetous worldling. And yet from a rich covetous Merchant 
did it fhape him to a Courtier in pleafures; fancying the Pbilippinas to be the Eden, 
where was all joy without tears, mirth without fadneffe, laughing without forrow, 
comfort without grief, plenty without want, no not of Eves for Adams, excepted only 
that in it fhould be no forbidden fruit, but all lawfull for the tafte and fweetning of the 
palate • and as Adam would have been as God, fo conceited Melendez, himfelf a God 
in that Eden ; whom travelling, Indian Waites and Trumpets fhould accompany; and 
to whom, entring into any Town, nofegaies fhould be prefented, flowers and boughes 
{hould be’ftrowed in his way, Arches fhould be eretted to ride under,Bels for joy fhould 
be rung,and Indian knees for duty and homage,as to a God, fhould be bowed to the very 
ground.’ From this inducing argument,and representation .of a Paradife, he fell into 
aftrong Rhetoricall point of curiofity; finding out a tree of knowledge, and a Philo- 
fophicall maxime, Omnis homo natur'aliter fcire defiderat, man naturally inclines to know 
more and more; which knowledge he fancied could be no where more furnifhed with 
rare curiofities then in thofe parts;: for there fhould the Gold and Silver, which here 
are fingered,in their growth in the bowels of the earth be known; there fhould the 
Pepper be known in its feafon, the Nutmeg and Clove, the Cinnamon as a rine or bark 
on a tree; the fafhionjng of the Sugar from a green growing Cane into a loaf; the 
ftrange fhapuig the Cochinil from a worme to fo rich a Scarlet die; the changing of the 
Tint a which is but graffe with ftalke and leaves into an Indigo black die,fhould be taught 
and learned; and^witho&t much labour thus fhould our ignorance be inftrutted with 
various and fundry curiofities of knowledge and underftanding.. Finally, though Xe- 
rez, liquor (grapes bewitching tears) had put this bewitching eloquence into my An¬ 
tonies brain ) yet he doubted not to preferre before it his wine of Pbilippinas , grow¬ 
ing on tall and high trees of Coco, wherein he longed to drink a Spanifh Brindis in my 
company to all his friends remaining behind in Spain. Who would not be moved by 
thefe his arguments to follow him, and his Calvo , or ball pated Superiour ? Thus flip¬ 
per being ended my Melendez defired to know how my heart flood affefted to his jour¬ 
ney ; and breaking out into a Veto a Dios with his converting zeal, he fwore he fhould 
have no quiet nights reft untill he were fully fatisfied of my refolution to accompany 
him. And having learned the Poets expreftlon, Quid non mortalia pettoracogis, Auri fa~ 
era fames ? he offered unto me halfe a dozen of Spanifh piftols, alluring me that I fhould 
want.nothing,and that t;he nexttmorniUg Calvo fhould fornifh me with whatfoever mo¬ 
nies I needed,for to buy things neceffary for the comfort of fo long and tedious a jour¬ 
ney .To whom I anfwered, fuadain refolutions might bring future grief and forrow, and. 
that I fhould that night lie down and take counfell with my pillow, afTuring him that 
for his fake I would do much, and that if I refolved to goe, my refolution fhould draw 
on an other friend of mine, an Irifh Fryer, named Thomas Deleon. Thus took I my 
leave of my Melendez, , and retired my felfto my Chamber and bed, which that night 
was no place of repofe and reft to me as formerly it had been.I muft needs fay Melendez, 
his arguments, though moft of them moved me not; yet the opportunity offered me 
to hide my felf from all fight and knowledge of my deareft friends, ftirred up in me a. 
ferious thought of an angry and harfh letter, which not long before I had received out 
of England from mine own father, fignifying unto me the difpleafure of moft of my 
friends and kindred, and his own grievous indignation againft me, for that having 
fpent fo much money in training me up to learning, I had not only utterly refitted to 
be of the Jefuites Order (which was his only hopes,) but had proved in my affettions 
a deadly foe and enemy unto them. And that he would have thought his money better 
fpent, iff had been a Scullion in a Colledge of Jefuites, then if I fhould prove 
a Generali of the Order of Dominicans; that I fhould never thinke to be wel¬ 
come to my Brothers nor kindred in England, , nor to him; that I fhould not expett 
evermore to hear from him, nor dare to fee him if ever J returned to England-, but 
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expeft that he would fet upon me even Jefuites, whom I had deferred and oppofed, 
to chafe me out of my Country; that Hailing houfe; though he had loft it with much 
more means for his Religion during his life,; yep with the confent of my fildeft Bro¬ 
ther (now Governounof Oxfordand Malfe-founder in that our Famous Univerfity )' 
he would fell it away;, that neither from the Filate, or money made of it,, I‘might 
injoy a. childs part due unto me. . Thefe reafops Hole that nights reft from my body, 
and fl«p from my eyes, tears keeping them unclofedand open, left Cynthia's black and 
mourning Mantle ftiould offer to cover,clofe and (hut them. To this Letters confidera- 
tion was joyned a ftrong opppfiripn, which ferrous Studies and ripenefie of Learningpvith 
acarefiilldifcuffionof lome Schoolerpoints and.Controverfi.es had bred in me againft 
fome chief of the Popifir Tenets. Well could I have wifhed to have come to England., 
there to fatisfie and eafe my troubled Confidence: well confidered I, that if I flayed in 
Spam, when my Studies were compleatly finiftied, the Dominicans with a Popes Man¬ 
damus would fend me home for a Miilionary to my. Country. But then well confidered I 
the fight of a wrathfull Father, the power of a furious Brother a Colonel, who (as now 
landed in England to fearchme out, and do me mifchief) then,when Zephrjus with a plea- 
fant gale feconded his Popifh zeal, might violently affault me. Well confidered k I the 
increafed rout and.rable of both their great friends, the Jefuites, who what with Court 
friends power, what with fubtile plots and Policies would foon and eafily hunt me out 
of England. • Laftly, well confidered I my Melendez, his laft inducing Argument of 
theincreafe of knowledge naturall.by the infight of rich Americaand fiourifhing Afta, 
and ofknowledge fpiritualfby along contemplation of that new planted Churcli, and 
of thofe Church Planters lives and Conyerfatiqns.. Wherefore after a whole nights 
ftrife and inward debate, as the glorious, planet kegam to bpnifh nights difmall horror, 
rifing with a ; bright and .cheerfull countenance,role in my minde afirmeand fetled re- 
folution to vifit America, fnd thereto afyde till fuclr time as Death ftiould furprife my 
.angry Father, Ignatius LoioU his devpted Mecaenas, and till! might there gain out of 
JPotofi or Sacatecas treafure that might- Counterpoife that Childs part which for de- 
tefting the four-cornered Cap, ana black Coat of Jefuites, my Father had deprived 
me of. So in recompence of the Supper whiclji my friend Anthonj had bellowed up- 
on me , ,1 gave him a moft pleafantbreakfaft. by, discovering unto him my purpofe and 
xefolution to accompany him in hi? long and Navall journey. And at noon I feafted him 
with a dinner of ojie difh more then bis breakfaft, to wit, the company alfo of my 
Irifh friend Thomas T>e lean. A.fter dinner we both were prefented to Calvo the bald pate 
Superiour; who immediately imbraced us, promifed to us many curtefies in the way, 
read unto us a Memorandum of what dainties he had provided for us, what varieties of 
fifh and fleftu how many Sheep, how many Gammons of Bacon, how many fat Hens, 
how many Hogs, how many barrels of white Bisket, how many Jars of wine of Cafal - 
la, what ftore of Rice, Figs, Olives, Capars, Rayfins, Lemmons, fweet and fowre 
Oranges, Pom grant ts, Comfits,Preferves, Conferves and all forts of Pmingall fweet 
meates^he flattered us that he would make us Miafters of Arts,andof Divinity in Ma¬ 
nila • then opened he his purfe, and freely gave us to fpend that day in Xerez,. and to 
buy what moil we had a mind to, and to carry us to Cales-, Laftly he opened his 
hands to beftow upon us the holy Fathers Benediftion, that no mifchief might t^efall 
us in our way; I expe&ed fome Relique or nail of his great toe, or one of his velvet 
Pantofles to kifle;But peradventure with frequent kifiing through Italy and all C aft ilia 
itwasevenwornthredbare. Much were we Browned at by the Dominicans our chiefeft 
friends of Xerez,but the liberty which with Melendez we enjoyed that day about the City 
of Xerez took from us all fad thoughts, which fo fuddain a departure from our friends 
might have caufed in us. And Calvo much fearing that the love of fome Nuns (too 
powerfull with Spanifti Fryers) might yet keep us back from purfuing our purpofed 
journey, with cunning policy perfwaded us to depart from Xerez the next morning. 
Which willingly we performed in company of Melendez and another Spaniftr Fryer 
pf that City (leaving ourChefts and Books to Calvo to fend after us) and that day 
we travailed like Spanifh pons upon our little Borico.es, or Afles toward? Puerto de 
Santa Maria, taking in our way that {lately Conyentof Cartufians, and the River of 
Guadalethe, the former Poets River of oblivion, tailing of the fruits of thofe Elyfian 
fields and Gardens and drinking of G uadalethes Cry Hall dreams, that fo perpetual! ob¬ 
livion might blind and cover all thofe Abftrattive Species which the intuitive know- 
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ledge of Spains and Xeroxes pleafant objefts had deeply ftamped in our thoughts and 
hearts. At evening we came to that Puerto fo famousfor harbouring Spains chief Gallies, 
and at e hat time Don F reden q id tie Toledo; who hearing of the arrivall of four Indian 
Apoftles, would not lofe that dccafion of fome Soul-lanftification (which he thought 
might be his pur chafe) by entertaining us that night at Supper. The Town thought their 
ftreets bleffed with our walking in them, and wifhed they might injoy fome Reliques from 
us; whom they beheld as appointed to Martyfdome, for Chrift and Antichrift faketoge- 
therjthe Galley flaves drived who fhould found their Waits and Trumpets moft joyfully, 
Don Frederique fpared no coft in Fifh and Flefo thatni^ht, doubting not but that recei¬ 
ving four Prophets, he fhould receive a fourfold reward hereafter. Supper being'ended, 
we were by Don Frederique his Gentlemen conveyed to theCloifter of the-Minims ap¬ 
pointed by Don Frederique to lodge us that night,who to fhew their brotherly love wafh- 
ed our feet, and fo recommended us to quiet and peaceable reft. The next morning after 
aftately breakfaft bellowed upon us by thofe poor Mendicant Fryers, a boat was pre¬ 
pared for us and Don Frederique his Gentlemen to wait on us, and to conve^us' to Cales 
Where wefound out our fellow Apoftles, and the Popes Commiffary Fryer. Matthew de 
la who welcomed us with Romes Indulgences,^ culpa & dpoena^nd with“a flourifhing 

Table ftored with Fifh and Flefh for dinner. There we continued in dayly honour and 
eftimation, enjoying the fights moft pleafant which ^fobhth by Sea and- Land could 
afford unto us, untill the time of the Fleets departing. Which when it drew near-our 
grand Apoftle Fryer Matthew de la Villa, (whom we thought burned With zeal of 
Martyrdome) took his leave of us- fhfewing us the Popes Commiffion to nominate in his 
place whom he lift, and naming bald Gfyvo 'forSiiperiOur, returning himfelf to Madrid 
with more'defire to enjoy a Bifhoprick in Sp'rfin (as weunderftood) then to-faerificehis 
life in Japan- His departure catffed a mutiny aftfongftus, andxooled the fpirit of two of 
©tir Mifiionaries, who privily fled from us. Tlfe relFwere pleafed with honeft Cafoo, for 
that he was a Ample and ignorant old man/whomtlrey could more jeer then any way re- 
fped) more Scullion-like in dayly greaf iug’ hifwhite habit with handling his fat Gam¬ 
mons of Bacon, then like a Popes Cofortiiffary ; for his Matters Toe the proudeft of our 
Miflioners then would willingly have kitted; yet Cdpvoes greafie fills the hiimbleft would 
loath to have kitted. Thus under a floven was thari A-poftolicall Million to be conveyed 
firft to Mexico three thoufand Spanijl Leagues from Spain ,and afterwards three thou- 
fand Leagues further from thence to Manila the Metropolitan and Court City of the 
Iflandsof Philippinas. " ' f 


Chap* V • 

Of the Indian Fleet that departed front Cales, Anno Dom. 1625. dlttd of fome 
remarkable pafages in that Voiage . 

O Pon the firft of fuly in the afternoon, Carlos de Tbarra Admirall of the Galeons 
that then lay in the Bay of Cales gave order that a warning Peece lhould be (hot off 
to warn all Paffengers, Souldiers, and Mariners to betake themfelves the next morning 
to their Ships. O what was it to fee fome of our Apoftolicall company who had in joyed 
much liberty for a monethin Cales, who had began to entangle their hearts with fome 
young Nuns love, now hang down their heads, and ad with fad and demure looks 
loath to depart,and cry out,Bonum eft nos hiceffejt is goddfor us to be here? and amongfi: 
them one Fryer fohnDe Pacheco made the warning Peece to be a warning to him to*hide 
nimieit (who could no more be found amongft his fellow Miflioners) thinking it a part 
o nard cruelty to forfake a young Francifcan Nun to whom he had engaged and whol¬ 
ly evoted his heart. What was it to fee others with weeping eyes piercing through the 
ron grates the tender Virgins hearts, leaving and bequeathing unto them fome pledges 
o their wanton love and receiving from them fome Cordials againft Sea-lickneflfe, 
aps.htiirts and Handkerchiefs, to eye them or wear them when MEolns or Neptune' 
n ” molt oppofe them ? fhe fecondof July in the morning early notice was given 
“Cf t US ’ u j ° ne de Londres, an old crab-fac'd Englifh Fryer living in 

" ‘ U£<lr 8 0t the Duke of Medina his letter and fent it to the Governour of Cales 

charging 
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charging him to feek for me and to hay me-, lignifying the King of Spains will and piea- 

fure, that no Englifli fhould paffe to the India’s, having a Country of their own to con¬ 
vert ; this did that old Fryer to hop my paffage, having before wrote unto me many let¬ 
ters to the fame purpofe,and got a letter from that father Maftert hat was in England be¬ 
fore with the Count of Gondomar, alias Fryer Diego de la Eluente, then Provincial! of 
Cajlilta, and fent it unto me, wherein that Superiour offered me many kinde offers 
of preferment, if I would defift from my journey, and to return to him to Cafiiliai 
but none of thefe letters could prevail with me; nor the Governours fearching 
hop me ; for immediately I was conveyed alone to our fhip, and there clofely hid in 
a barrell that was emptied of Bifquet to that purpofe ,• fo that when the Governour 
came a {hip-board to enquire for an Englijh man. Fryer Calvo having the father of liers 
in my head about'him, refolutely denyed me, who would not be found becaufe 
not fought for in a barrels belly. This found our Apoftles fport and talke that firft day. 
Then went out the (hips one by one crying, A dios, A dios , and the Town replying 
Buen viaie, huen viaie ; when all were out and no hopes of enjoying more Cales plea- 
furesand liberty, then began my young Fryers to wifh themfelvesagaina Land, fome 
began prefently to feed the Fifties with their Nuns fweet dainties ■ others to wonder at 
the number of ftately fhips, which with eight Galeons that went to convey us beyond 
the Iilands of Canaria were forty one in all; fome for one Port of the Jndiaes , and 
fome for another. To Puerto Rico went that year two fhips • to Santo Domtngo three, 
to Jamaica two, to Margarita one, to the Havana two, to Cartagena three, to 
Campeche two, to Honduras and Truxillo two, and to St. fohn de Vlhua or Vera Crux far 
teen; all laden with Wines, Figs, Raifins, Olives • Oyle, Cloth,’ Carfies, Linnen 
Iron and quick-filver for the Mines, to fetch out the pure filver of Sac at ecus from the 
earthen droffe from whence it is digged. The perfonsof moft note that went that year 
was firft the MarquelTe de Serralvo with his Lady, who went for Viceroy of Mexico 
in ftead of the Conde de Gelves then retired to a Cloifter for fear of the common 
people, who the year before had mutined againft him; this MarquefTe went in the (hip 
called St , Andrew, and with him in the fame (hip went Don Martin de Carrillo a Prieft,and 
Inquifttor of the Inquifition of Valladolid ; who was fent for Vifiter Generali to Mexi¬ 
co, to examine the ftrife between the Conde de Gelves and the Arch-biftrop, and the 
mutiny that for their fakes had happened; with full Commiffion and Authority to im- 
prifon, banifh, hang and execute all Delinquents. In the fhip called Santa Gertrudis 
went Don f on Nino de Toledo, who was fent to be Prefident of Manila in Philippinas 
and in the fame fhip with him went the whole Million of thirty Jefuites fent to Philip¬ 
pinas ; who had already got the favour of the Prefident, and politickly fought to 
be paflengers in the fame fhip, that fo they might the more ingratiate themfelves to 
him ; for this cunning generation ftudies purpofely how to infinuate themfelves with 
Kings,Princes,-Great men,Rulers and Commanders. In the fhip called St. Antony went 
my Dominican Million of 27 Fryers.In the fhip called Nofira Sennora de Regia went four 
and twenty Mercenarian Fryers bound for Mexico-, partofthofe that afterwards drew 
their knives to flafhand cut the Criolio’s of their Profeffion. Thus with the Convoy of 
eight Galeons for fear ofTurkes and Hollanders (whom the Spanifh Dons fhake and trem* 
ble at) fet forward our Fleet with a pleafant and profperous gale,with a quiet and milken 
lea, untill we came to the Golfe,called Golfo de Yeguas,or of kicking Afares,whote waves 
and (welling (urges didfo kick our fhips, that we thought they would’have kicked 
our St. Anthonies gilded image out of our fhip, and bereaved my Antonio Melendez, of 
his gilt and painted idol, ( to whom he dayly bowed and prayed againft the mer- 
cileffe element ) and that all our fhips galleries would have been torn from us with the 
fpurnings and blowes of that outragious Golfe. But at laft having overcome the 
danger of this Golfe, the eight Galeons took their leave of us, and left our Merchant 
fhips now to fhift for themfelves. The departure of thefe Galeons was moft folemnly 
performed on each fide, faluting each other with their Ordinance, vifiting each other 
with their Cock-boats, the Admirall of the Fleet feafting with a ftately dinner in his 
fhip, the Admirall of the Galeons; and the like performing moft of the other fhips fo 
thefeverall Colonels and Captains and other their allied friends that Were of the, 
Royall Fleet. Here it was worth noting to hear the fighes of many of our Indian Apo«» 
files, wifhingthey might return again in any ofthofe Galeons to Spain-, their zeal was 
now cold, and fome endevoured many wayes for Calvo his licence to returne (which 
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could not be granted) others iraployed therafelves moft of that day in writing letters to 
their friends, and Sillers in Cales. Thus dinner being ended, and the two Admirals 
folemniy taking their leaves, the warning piece being (hot off for the Galeons to joyne 
together,.and turn their courfe to Spam, we bad mutuall adieu, cryingone to another 
Buen Viaie,.Buen faff age , we kept our courfe towards America, failing before the winde 
conftantly till we came to America ; A thing worth noting in that voyage from Spain to 
the Indies that after the Iflands of Canaria are once left, there is one conftant winde, 
continuing to America the fame without any opposition or contrariety of other 
windes; and this fo profperous and foil on the failes, that did it blow conftantly,and were 
it not interrupted with many calmes, doubtleffe the voyage might be ended in a monethc 
orlelTe. But Such were the calmes that many times we had, that we got-not to the fight 
of any land till the twentieth day of Augufi : fo that near fix weeks we failed as on a river 
of frelh water, much delighting and Sporting our Selves in fishing, many forts of fifties, 
but efpecialiy one, which by the Spaniards is called Dorado, the golden fifti, for the skit* 
and Scales of it that glitter like gold- of this fort we found Such abundance,that no Sooner 
was the hook with any fmall bait caft into the fea, when prefently the Dorado was caught, 
fo that we took-them many times for pleafure, and caft them again intathefea, being a 
fifh fitter to be eaten frelh then Salted. Many were the feafts and Sports ufed in thefhips, 
till we difeovered the firft land, or Ifland called Deffeada. The laft day of July (being ac¬ 
cording to the Jefuites Order, and Romes appointment, the day of Ignatius their Patron 
and founder of their Religion) the gallant Ship called S**- Gertrude (wherein went 30 
Jefuites) for theirs and their Saints lake made to all the reft of the Fleet a moft gallant 
Shew, She being trimmed round about with white linnen, her flagges and top gallants re¬ 
presenting Some the Jefuites Armes,' others the picture of Ignatius himfelf,and this from 
the evening before, (hooting off that night at leaft fifty (hot of Ordinance,befides four or 
five hundred Squibs (the weather being very calme) and all her mafts and caeklings hung 
with paper Lanthornes having burning lights within them; the Waits ceafed not from 
founding, nor the Spaniards from finging all night. The days Solemn Sport was likewife 
great, the Jefuites increafing the Spaniards joy with an open proceffion in the (hip- Sing¬ 
ing their fuperftitious Hymnes and Anthemes to their fuppofed Saint; and all this Secon¬ 
ded with roaring Ordinance, no powder being Spared for the compleating that days joy 
and triumph. The fourth of Augufi following, being the day which Rome doth dedicate 
to Dominic ff, the firft founder of the Dominicans or Preachers Order, the (hip whereiu 
I was, named St. Anthony, drived to exceed S'*- Gertrudis , by the affiflance of the 27 Do¬ 
minicans that were in her. All was performed both by night and day;as formerly in S'*-Ger~ 
trudis , both with powder. Squibs, lights. Waits and mufick. And further did the Domini¬ 
cans joy and triumph exceed the Jefuites, in that they invited all the Jefuites, with Dors 
f.ohn NinoJeToledo the Prefident of Manila , with the Captain of the (hip of S'*- Ger¬ 
trudis, to a (lately dinner both of Fifh andFlelh; which dinner being ended, for the 
afternoons Sport they had prepared a Comedy out of famous Lope de Vega,to be aCted 
byXome Souldiers, Paffengers and Some of the younger fort of Fryers; which I con- 
fefle was as (lately a&ed and Set forth both in (hewes and good apparell, in that narrow 
compaffe.of our (hip, as might have been upon the belt ftage in the Court of Madrid. 
The Comedy being ended, and a banquet of Sweet meats prepared for the doling up of 
that days mirth, both ours, and S u - Gertrudis Cock-boat carried backe our invited 
friends, bidding each other adieu with our Waites and ehiefeft Ordinance. Thus went 
we on our Sea Voiage without any ftorme, with plealant gales, many calmes, dayly 
(ports and paftimes, till we discovered the firft land called Deffeada upon the twentieth 
day of Augufi. 


Chap. VI. 

of eur difeovet] of fome Iflands, and what trouble befell m in ent of them, 

T He AdmiraHofour Fleet wondring much at our flow failing, who from the Second 
of July to the 19 of Augufi had Seen nor discovered any land, lave only the Iflands 
ot Car> aria ; the Same day in the morning called to Councell all the Pilots of the (hips, 
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to know their opinions concerning our prefent. being- and the neeriiefie of Land. The 
Ships therefore drew neat unto the Admiral! ope by one, that every Pilot might de¬ 
liver his opinion. Here was caule of laughter enough,, for the palfengers to hear the 
wifePilocssk.il; One faying, we were three hundred miles, another two hundred,. ano¬ 
ther one hundred, another fifty, another more, another lelfe, all erring much from 
the truth (as afterwards appeared) faveonly one old Pilot of the ftrialleft Yefiell of 
all, who affirmed refolutely, thac with that fmall gale wherewith we then failed, we 
fhould come to Guadalupe the next morning. All the reft laughed at him, but he might 
well have laughed at them, for the next morning by Sun-riling we plainly difcovered 
anlfland called'by thz Spaniards , or the defined Land, for that at thefirft 
difcovery of the India s it was the firlt Land the Spaniards found, being then as defirous 
to find lome Land after many dayes failing as we were. After this Ifland prefently we 
difcovered another called Marigalante , then another called Dominica , and laftly, ano¬ 
ther named Guadalupe , which was that we aimed at to refrefh our felves in, ,to wafh 
our foul clothes, and to take in frelh water, whereof we ftood in.great need. By 
two or three of the clock in the afternoon we came to H fafe Rode lying before the 
Ifland where we caft our Anchors, rip, wayes fearfull of the naked Barbarians of that 
and the other Iflands, who with great joy do yearly exped the Spanijh Fleets com- 
ing, and by the Moones doe reckon the Months, and thereby make their guefle 
at their coming, and prepare fome their Sugar Canes,others the Plantin, others the Tor- 
tois, fome one Provision, fome another to barter with the Spaniards for their fmall 
Haberdafti, or Iron,Knives, or fuch things which may help them in their Wars, which 
commonly they make againlt fome other Iflaftds. Before our Anchors were caft, out 
came the Indians to meet ns in their Qauoa’s, round like Troughes, fome whereof had 
been painted by our Englijh, fome by. the Hollanders £ ome by the French , as might appear 
by their feverall Armes, it being a common Rode and harbour to all Nations that fail to 
America. 

Before werefolved to go to {hore, we tailed of thofe Indian fruits, the Plan- 
tin above all pleafing our tafte and Palate. We could not but much wonder at that 
fioht never yet feen by us of people naked, with their hair hanging down to the mid¬ 
dle of their backes, with their faces cut out in feverall falhions, or flowers, with thin 
plates hanging at their Nofes, like Hog-rings; and fauning upon us like children; 
fome fpeaking in their linknowne tongue, others ufing fignes for fuch things as we ima¬ 
gined they defired. Their figne for fome of our Spanijh W T ine waseafily perceived,- 
and their requeft moft willingly granted to by our men, who with one reafonable Cup 
of spanijh Sacke prefently tumbled up their heels, and left them like fwine tumbling on 
the Deck of our fhip. After a while that our people had fported with thefe rude and 
Savage Indians , our two Cock-boates were ready to carry to fhore fuch as either had 
clothes to waft), or a defire to bathe themfelves in a River of frefti Water which is 
within the Ifland, or amindeto fet their feet again upon unmoveable Land, after fo 
mariy dayes of uncertain footing in a floating and reeling fhip. But that day being 
for {pent; our Fryers refolved to ftay in the fhip , and the next whole day to vifite 
the Ifland’; many of the Mariners and Palfengers of all the {hips went that evening to 
fhore, fome returning at nightj and fome without fear continuing with the Indians 
all night on (hore. The next morning my felfi and moft of our Fryers went and 
having hired fome Spaniards to wafh our clothes; we wandred fometimes all together, 
fometimes two and two, and fometimes one alone about the Ifland, meeting with many 
Indians, who did us no hurt, but rather like children fauned upon us,offering us of their 
fruits,and begging of us whatfoever toies of pins, points or gloves they efpied about us, 
We ventured to goe to fome of their houfes which ftood by a pleafant Rrver, and 
Were by them kindly entertained, eating of their fifh , fond wild deers flefh. About 
noon we chanced to meet with fome ol the Jefuites of Santa Gertrudis Ship in the, 
midft -of the Mountain, who were very-earneft in talke with a Mulatto all naked l ike, 
the reft of the Indians. , This Mulatto was a Chriftian, born in S evill in Spain , and had 
been {lave there formerly to a rich Merchant, his name was Lewis y and fpoke the Spanijh 
Language, very perfectly. Some twelve years before, he had run away from his Matter, 
byreafon of hard and flavifh ufage, and having got to CAes, offering his.fervi.ee to a 
Gentleman then bound for America, the Gentleman fearing not that his true Maftex. 
fhould ever have more notice of him from a new World, took him a fhip board with 
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him as his flave. The Mulatto remembring the many ftripes which he had fuffered 
from his firft cruell Mailer, and fearing that from America he might- by fome intelli¬ 
gence or other be fent back again to Spain, and alfo jealous of his fecond Mailer (whofe 
blowes he had begun to fuffer in the Ship) that t he would prove as cruell as his firft; 
when the Ships arrived at Guadalupe, refolved rather to die amongft the Indians ("which 
he knew might be his hardeft fortune ) then evermore to live in flavery under Spaniards. 
So calling his life upon good or bad fortune, he hid himfelf among the trees in the 
Mountaine till the Ships were departed, who after being found by the Indians,a.nd giving 
them fome toyes which he fhad got by Health from his Mailer, he was entertained 
by them, they liking him, and he them. Thus continued this poor Chriftian flave 
among thofe Barbarians from year to year- who had care to hide himfelf a,t the 
comming of the Spanifh Fleet yearly. In twelve years that he had thus continued 
amongft them, he had learned their language, ipas married to an Indian , by whom 
he had three children living. The Jefuites by chanCe having met with him, and per¬ 
ceiving more by the Wooll upon his head, that he was a Mulatto , then by his black 
and taunyskin (for thofe Indians paint themfelves all over with a red colour) they 
prefently imagined the truth that he could not come thither but with fome Spaniard: 
fo entring into difcourfe with him, and finding him to fpeak Spanifi , they got the 
whole truth of him. Then \ve joyning with the Jefuites, -began to perfwade the poor 
Chriftian to forfake that heathenifh life, wherein his foul could never be faved, pro- 
mifing him if he would goe along with us, he ftiould be free from flavery for ever. 
Poor Soul, though he had lived twelve years without hearing a word of the true 
God, worfliippingftockesand ftones with the other Heathens; yet when he heard a- 
gain of Chrift, of eternall damnation inhels torments, and ofeverlaftingSalvation 
in Heavens joyes, he began to weep, alluring us that he would goe with us, were 
it not for his Wife and Children, whom he tenderly loved, and could not forfake 
them. To this we replyed, that he might be a means of faving likewife their Souls, 
if he would bring them with him; and further that we would allure him that care 
fhould be taken that neither he, his Wife,nor Children fhouldever want means com¬ 
petent for the maintenance of their lives. The Mulatto hearkned well to all this,though 
a fuddain fear furprized him, becaufe certain Indians pafled by, and noted his 
long conference with us. The poor and timorous Mulatto then told us, that he was 
in danger, for having been known by us, and that he feared the Indians would kill 
him, and fufped that we would flea! him away- which if they did, and it were 
noifed about the Ifland, we fhould icon fee their love changed into cruell rage and 
Mutiny. We perfwaded him not to fear any thing they could do to us,- who had 
Souldiers, Guns and Ordinance to fecure ours and his life alfo, wifhinghimto refolve 
to bring his Wife and Children but to the Sea fide, where our men were drying their 
Clothes, and would defend him, and a Boat fhould be ready to convey him with his 
Wife and Children a Ship board. The Mulatto promifed to do as we had counfelled 
him, and that he would entice his Wife and Children to the Sea fide to barter with 
us their Wares for ours, defiring fome of the Jefuites (whom he faid he fhould know 
by their black Coates) to be there ready for him with a Cock-boat. Lewis departed, 
as to us hefeemed, refolutein what he had agreed; Our joy likewife was great with 
the hope of bringing to the light of Chriftiamty five fouls out of the darknefTe of 
heathenifh Idolatry. The Jefuites who had begun with this Mulatto were defirous that 
the happy end and conclufion might be their glory. So taking their leaves of us, they 
haftened to the Sea to informe the Admirall of what they had done, and to provide 
that the Cock-boat of their Ship might be in readinefle to receive Lewis, and his fa¬ 
mily. We likewife returned to the fhore to fee if our Shirts and Clothes were dry. 
Moll of us (among whom my felf was one ) finding our Linnen ready and our Boat 
on fhore went aboard to our Ship,leaving two or three of our company with many of 
other fhips on fhore, efpecially the Jefuites waiting for their prey. When we came to 
our Ship, moft of the Fryers with what love they had found in the Barbarians, were 
inflamed with a new zeal of flaying in that Ifland, and converting thofe Heathens to 
Chriftianity, apprehending it aneafie bufinefle (they being a loving people) and no 
wayes dangerous to us, by reafon of the Fleet that yearly pafieth that way, and 
might enquire after our ufage. But by fome it Was objeded,that it was a rafh and foolifh 
zeal with great hazard of their lives, and many inconveniences were obje&ed againft 
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fo blind and Ample an attempt. But thofe that were moft zealous flighted all reafons, 

faying that the worft that could happen to them could be but to be butchered, facrificed > 
and eaten up; and that for fuch a purpofe they had come out of Spain to be crowned 
with the Crown of Martyrdome for confeffing and preaching Jefus Chrift. While we 
were hot in this folemne confultation, behold an uproar on the fhoar; our people run¬ 
ning to and fro to fave their lives, leaving their clothes, and hafting to the Cock-boats, 
filling them fo fail and fo full, that fomefunke with all the people in them - Above alj, 
moft pitifull and lamentable were the cryes of fome of our women, many calling them- 
felves into the Seachoofing rather to venture to be taken up by fome Boat,or at worft to 
be drowned, then to be taken and to be cruelly butchered by the Indians. We wondering 
at this fuddain alteration, not knowing the caufe of it, at laft perceived the Arrowes to 
come out thick from the Wood from behind the Trees, and thereby gueffed at the truth 
that the Barbarians were mutinied. - The uproar lafted not half an hour, for prefently 
our Admirall (hot off two or three Peeces of Ordinance and fent a Company of Souldiers 
to {hoar to guard it and our people with their Muskets; which was well and fuddainly 
■performed, and all the Indians foon difperfed. Three of our Fryers who had remained oa 
the Land, our Cock-boat brought them to us with more of our Paffengers,among whom 
one Fryer John Be la Cneva,wzs dangeroufly fhot and wounded in one of his Shoulders- 
this Fryer had been earneft with me to ftay on fhoar with him, which I refufed, and fo 
efcaped that crnell and fiery onfet of the Indians. Belides thofe that were drowned and 
taken up at fhoar (which were fifteen perfons) twojefuites were found dead upon the 
Sand, three more dangeroufly wounded, three paflengers likewife flain, ten wounded, 
befides three more of the Fleet which could never be found alive or dead, and were 
thought to have been found in the Wood by the Indians , and to have been murthered by 
them. Our Mulatto Lems came not according to his word; but in his Head a fuddain 
Army of treacherous Indians, which gave us motive enough to think, that either Lewis 
himfelf had difcovered the Jefuites Plot to take him away with his Wife and Children; or 
that the Indians fufpe&ing it by his taike with us had made him confefle it. And certainly 
this was the ground of their mutiny* 'for whereas Lewis before had faid, that he would 
know the Jefuites by their black Coats, it feems he had well defcribed them above all the 
reft unto the Indians , for (as it was after well obferved) moft of their Arrowes was di¬ 
rected to the black Markes, and fo five of them in little above a quarter of an hour flain 
and wounded. All that night our Souldiers guarded the Coaft, often (hooting off their 
Muskets to affright the Indians, who appeared no more unto us. All that night we flept 
little, for we watched our Ship; left the Indians in their Canoas fhould fet upon us and 
take us afleep. Some lamented the dead and drowned, others pitied our wounded Fryer 
fohn Be la Cueva, who all that night lay in a great torment and mifery, others laughed 
and jeared at thofe zealous Fryers, who would have flayed in that Ifland to Convert 
the Barbarians, faying they had their full defire of Martyrdome, for had they been but 
that night with the Indians , doubtlefle they had been fhread for their Suppers. But now 
we perceived their zeal was coole, and they defired no more to ftay with fuch a Bar¬ 
barous kind of people; but rather wifhed the Admirall would (hoot off the warning 
Peece for us all to take up our Anchors, and depart from fo dangerous a place. Tn the 
morning althe {hips made haft to take in fuch frefh water as was neceflary for their voiage 
yet to America, a ftrong watch being kept along the Coaft, and a Guard guarding our 
men to the River; and all the morning while this was doing not one Indian could be 
Found or feen, nor our three men that were miffing, appeared. Thus at noon with a 
pleafant and profperous Gale we hoifted up our Sails, leaving the Iflands and harbour of 
Guadalupe. 


Chap. VII, 

of our further Sailing to St, John de Ulhua, alias, Vera Crux 5 of our 
landing there, 

U Pon the 22 day of Augufi, we failed fo pleafantly that we foon left the fight of 
the Iflands; The Indians uproar had weaved for us athredof long difcourfe; It 
- ~ made 
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ISSfontehste'thdr calling to teach and“ convert hlims. But CMo he encoiirligeius, 

rellino us many ftoriesofthe good and gentle nature of the Indians of Pbiipptpas to 

whwh we were going, and that moft of them were Chnftians already,whoefteemedthe.r 
Priefls asGods upon the earthed that thofe that were not as yet converted to Chnftianr 
. WP1 . e keDC inawe by the power of the Spaniards. Our chiei care the fir It two or three 
da’ves was to look to our plantins which we got from th e. Indians. This fruit p'leafed us all 
exceedingly fudging it to be asgOod,or better then any fruit in Spain. It is not gather¬ 
ed rioe from the tree; but being gathered green, it is hungup iome dayes, and fo ripens 
and Crowes yellow and mellow, and every bit as lweet as honey. Our Sugar Canes were 
no tefle pleating, unto us, whilit chewing the pith,we retrefhed and fweetned our mouthes 
with the jiice We fed for the firft: week almolt upon nothing butTertois; which feemed 
likewife to us that had never before feen it, one of the Sea monfters,: the {hell being fo 

hard as to bear any Cart wheel, and in Tome above two yards broad; when firft they 
•were opened we were amazed to fee the number of egges that were in them, a thoufand 
being the leaft that we judged to be in fome of them. Our Spaniards made with them an 
excellent broth with all forts of fpices. The meat feemed rather flefli then Sea fifh 
’which being corned with fait,and hung up two or three dayes in the aire,tafted like Veal, 
Thus our Hens our Sheep, our powdred Beef, and gammons of Bacon, which we brought 
from Spain, were fome dayes flighted, while with greedy ftomacks we fell hard to our 
-Seel Vccil* 

- After four dayes fail, our Fryer Johndela Cueva , who had been {hot by the Indians, 
died* all his body being’fwelled, which gaveus juft occaiion to thinke, that the arrow 
which was (hot into his fhoulder was poifoned. His bunall was as folemnly perfor¬ 
med as could be at Sea. His grave being the whole Ocean, he had weighty ftones hung 
to his feet two more to his fhoulders, and one to his breft; and then the fuperftitious 
Romijh Dirire and Requiem being fung for his foul, his Corpie being held out to the Sea 
on the (hip fide,with ropes ready to let him fall, all thefhip crying out three times, buen 
fiaie (that is,a’good Voiage) to.his foul chiefly.-,sand alfo to his Corpfe ready to travail 
to the deep to’feed the Whales: at the firft cry all the Ordinance were (hot off, the ropes 
on a fuddain loofed, and John de la Cueva with the weight of heavy ftones plunged 
deep into the Sea, whom no mortall eyes ever more heheld. The like we faw perfor¬ 
med in the {hip of Santa Gertrudes, to another Jefuite, one of the three who had been 
dangeroufly wounded by the Indians of Guadalupe; who likewile died Ijke our Fryer, 
his body being fwelled as with poyfon. Now our fayling was more comfortable then 
before - for we palled in the fight of the land of Puerto Rico , and then of the great 
jfland ’of S 1 "-Domingo; and here our company began, to be leffened, fome departing 
to Puerto Rico and S' 0 -Domingo, others to Cartagena,. andHavana, and Honduras, Ja¬ 
maica, and Jucatan. We remained now alone the Fleet for Mexico-andfo failed till we 
eame to what the Spaniards call la Sonda,ot the found of Mexico; for here we often foun¬ 
ded the Sea; which was fo calme, that a whole week we were flayed for want of winde, 
fcarceftirring from the place where firft we were caught by the calme. Here likewife 
We had great fport in fifhing, filling again our bellies with. Dorados, and laving that 
-proviiion which we had brought from Spam. But the heat was fo extraordinary, that 
the day was no pleafure unto us; for the, repercufiion of the Surs heat: upon the ftill 
water and pitch of our fhips, kindled a fcorching fire, which all the day di- 
ftempered our bodies with a conftant running fweat, forcing us to caft off moft of 
our clothes. The evenings and nights were fomewhat more comfortable, yet the 
heat which the fun had left in the pitched ribs and planks of the lhip was fuch, that 
under deck and in our Cabins we were not able tofleep, but in our fhirts were for¬ 
ced to watke, or fit, or lie upon the deck* The Mariners fell to walking themfelves 
and to fwimming, till the infortunate death of one in the {hip called St. Franci/co, 
made them fuddainly leave off that fport. The neerer we came to the main land, the 
fea abounds with a monftrous fifh called’By" the Spaniards, Tiburon. Some miftake 
this filh for tftt Caiman,^ r Crocodile, ^ holding them both for one;and thinking that 
it is only thd Caiman or Crocodile (by afiufe call edT iburon) which devoures mans flefh, 
awholejoynt at a bit in the water. But the miftake is groffe, for the Caiman is plated 
all over with Ihels, whereas the Tiburon hath no Ihels, but only like other great Sea 
fifties, hat Ira-thick skm. The Caiman though the Indians eat ofit, yet the Spaniards 
hate it; who eat of the Tiburon ; and in pur {hip catching one with a tridentall iron 
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Fork, and haling him with a Cable rope to the fhip fide, and then binding him with 
it, (being as much as a dozen or fifteen men could do to hoife him up into the fhip ) we 
found him to be a moft monftrous creature; twelve ells long at lead,which we falted,ar.d 
found ILkewife to eat likeflefh, as hath beenfaid of the Tortois. This kind is as rave¬ 
nous after mans flefh as the Crocodile, and many of them were to be leen in this Sound 
of Mexico. 

The Spaniards bathing themfelves dayly by the Ships fide, ( where there is no fuch 
danger of the Tiburon ; who ufeth not to come too near the fhips ) one. Mariner of 
the fhip called St. Francifco being more venturous then the.red, and offering to 
fwimme from his Thip, to fee fome friends in another not farre off, chanced 
to be a moft unfortunate prey to one of them, who before any boat could be fet 
out to help him , was thrice feen to be pulled under water by the Monfter, who had 
devoured a leg, an arme, and part of his fhoulder; the reft of the body was after 
found and taken up, and carried to St. Francifco , and there buried in the forme anti 
manner as hath been faid of our Fryer -fohnde laCueva. They that go? down to the fa 
in Jhips, thefe fee the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep , Pfalm. 107. 23,24. 

Here they (hall fee not only Whales, but other fifties like Monfters .maiWing. ftrong 
and valiant men, with feverall lets of fharpe, ftrong and mighty teeth, devouring at 
one bit whole limmes with flefh and bones together. This mifchance fadded all our 
Fleet for three days till it pleafed God to refrefh our burning heat with a cool and pro- 
fperous winde; driving us out of that calme Sound, which (if we had continued in it with 
that exceflive heat ) might have proved moft unfound and unhealthy to our bodies, 

* Three dayes after we had failed, being Munday in the morning about feven of the 
clock, one of our Fryers faying Mafie, and all the people in the fhip kneeling to hear 
it, and to adore their bread God, one Mariner with a loud and fodain voice cryeth 
out Tie rra, Tterra, Tierra , Land, Land,Land, which rejoyced the hearts of all that were 
in the fhip, as it feemed, more then their Maffe, for leaving that, and tfyeir God upon 
the Altar with the Prieft to eat him alone, they arofe from their knees, to behold the 
Continent of America. Great was the joy of all the (hips that day; and great was the 
flaughter which our old Calvo made among his fowles, ( which he had fpared formerly ) 
to feaft that day his Fryers. About ten of the clock the whole face of the land was 
vifibly apparent, and we with full faile running to embrace it. But our wife Admirall 
knowing the danger of the Coaft, and efpecially the dangerous entring into the Ha¬ 
ven, by reafon of the many rockes that lie about it, and are known only by markes 
and flags fet out to give all fhips warning of them, perceiving that with the winde 
wherewith we failed then,we fhould not come till towards evening to the Port: and laft- 
ly, fearing left fome North winde (which is dangerous upon that Coaft, and ordinary in 
the month of September) fhould in the night arife, and endanger all our fhips upon the 
rockes • he therefore called to Councell all the Pilots, to know whether it were beft to 
keep on our failing with full fail that day, with hopes to get that day in good time in¬ 
to the Haven, or elfe with the middle fail only to draw near, that the next morning 
with more fecurity we might with the help of boats from land be guided in. The re- 
fult of the Councell was not to venture that day too near unto the Port, for fear of be¬ 
ing benighted, but to pull down all but the middle fail. The Winde began to calme, 
and our fhips to move flowly towards land, and lo we continued till night. A double 
watch was kept that night in our fhip, and the Pilot was more Watchfull himfelf and 
more carefull then at other times; But our Fryers betook themfelveS to their reft;which 
continued not long; for before midnight the winde turned to the North, which caufed 
a fuddain and generall cry and uproar in ours, and all the other fhips. Our Mariners 
came to the Fryers, ufing almoft the fame words of fonah 1. 6 . tvhat meanefthm, O 
Jleeper Arife, call upon thy God , if fo be that God will think? ftpon us, that we perijb not. 

They changed the name of God into the blefled Virgin Mary, in whom they Teem 
to confide in fuch occafions more then in God himfelf. Their fear was more for the 
apprehenfion of danger by that kind of winde, and of what might happen, then for 
what as yet the winde threatned,which was not ftrong nor boifterous; however hallow¬ 
ed wax candles were lighed by the Fryers, knees bowed to Mary, Letanies and other 
bymnes and prayers lung aloud unto her, till towards the dawning of the day; when 
behold the North winde ceafed, our wonted gale began to blowragain,Tt being Gods 
will and pleafure, and no effed of the howling Fryers prayers to Mary, who yet fupeiv 
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~ftitioufly to deceive the Ample people, cryed out, Milagro, Milagro , Milagro, a miracle, 
a miracle, a miracle. By eight a clock in the morning we came to the fight of the houfes, 
and made fignes for boats to convey us into the Haven; which immediately with great 
joy came out, and guided us one by one between thofe Rockes, which make that Port as 
dangerous as any I have difcovered in all my travailes both upon the North and South fea. 
Our Waits plaied moft pleafantly, our Ordinance faluted both Town and Fort over a- 
gainft it, our hearts and countenances reciprocally rejoyced; we call our Anchors,which 
yet were not enough to fecure our (hips in that moft dangerous Haven, but further with 
Cable ropes we fecured them to Iron rings, which for that purpofe are faftned into the 
Wall of the Fort, for fear of the ftrong and boifterous Northern winds. And thus wel¬ 
coming one another to anew world, many boates waiting for us, we prefently went 
with joy to fet footing in America. 


C ft A P. VIII. 

of our Landing at Vera Qcwfotherwife St. John de Ulhua, and of our enter - 
uinmtnt there. 

U Pon the i? day of September, we happily arrived in America in that famous Town 
called St. John de Vlhua, otherwife Vera Crux; famous for that it was the firft be¬ 
ginning of the famous conqueft of that valiant and ever renowned Conqueror Hemandf 
Cortez,. Here firft was that noble and generous refolution, that never heard of policy,*to 
finke the (hips which had brought the firft Spaniards to that Continent, greater then any 
of the other three parts of the world, to the intent that they might thinke of nothing 
but fuch a conqueft as after followed, being deftitute of the help of their (hips, and with¬ 
out hopes evermore to returne to Cuba, Jucatan , or any of thofe parts from whence they 
had come.Bere it was that the firft five hundred Spaniards ftrengthned themfelves againft 
millions of enemies,and againft the biggeft fourth part of all the world. Here were the 
firft Magiftrates, Judges, Aldermen, Officers of Juftice named. The proper name of the 
Town is St. John de Vlhua , otherwife called Vera Crux, from the old Harbour and Haven, 
©f Vera Crux , fix leagues from this, and fo called, for that upon good Fryday it was firft 
difcovered. But the old Vera Crux prooving too dangerous an Harbour for Blips, by 
reafonofthe violence of the Northern winds; it was utterly forfaken by the Spaniards 
who removed to St. John de Vlhua , where their Blips found the firft fafe rOad by reafon 
of a Rock, which is a ftrong defence againft the winds. And becaufe the memory of the 
worke of that good Fryday Biould never be forgot ter, to St. John de Vlhua they have ad¬ 
ded the name alfo of Vera Crux , taken from that firft Haven which was difcovered upon 
good Fryday, Anno 1519. v 

Asfoonaswe came to fliore, we foftnd very folemn preparations for entertain- 
J?**? Jown being referred to the Sea fide, all the Priefts and Canons of the 
Cathedrall Church, all the religious Girders of the feverall Convents (which are 
there Dominicans, Francifcans, Mercenarians, and Jefuites) being in a readineffe 
with their Crofles borne before them to guide the new Viceroy of Mexico, in proceifi- 
On to the chief Cathedrall Church. The Fryers and Jefuites were quicks in going 
to land then the great Don the Marqueffe de Serralvo and his Lady. Some of them 
kmed the ground as holy in their opinion, for the Converfion of thofe I„d,ans to Chri- 
ftiamty who before had worftiipped Idols, and facrifieed to Devils; others kneeled 
fome to the Virgin Mary, others to fuch Saints 
fhp r^rnfm ffede T d J f ° themfelves t0 th * places and Rations of thofe of 
landed the v° n ‘ Canon playing both from Blips and Caftle, 

I r a °y and hlS Ud y and a11 hls Train i accompanied with Don Martin de Car- 

ftrife betwcen the Count of G elves the laft Viceroy,and 
'••fhitr lircfj great Don and his Lady being placed under a Ganopie of 

irhin«; be / u o§ with much variety of muficall inftruments, all mar- 
’andWaif <1 die n 0 the pthedralfwhere with many lights of burning lampes,torches, 

■ Wa! 10 ?' oWI » »P°" «he high Altar their GoS o} bread 
to whom all knees were bowed,a prayer of thanks-giving fung, holywatea by a Prieft 
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fprinkled upon all the people, and laftly a Mafle with three Priefts folemnly celebrated 
This being ended the Viceroy was attended on by the Chief High Juftice, named Al¬ 
calde Maior,by the Officers of the Town, fome Judges lent from Mexico t o that purpofe 
andallthe Souldiers Of the Ships and Town unto his lodging ; The foyers ’ Mewife 
in Procefiion with their Crofle before them were coridu&ed to their feverall Cloilters 
Fryer Cal-vo prefented his Dominicans to the Prior of the Cloifter of St. Dommicke who 
entertained us very lovingly with fome fweet Meats, and every One with a Cup of 
the Indian drink called Chocolatte, whereof I {hall fpeak hereafter. . This refreftunent 
being ended, we proceeded to a beEter, which was a'moft ftately Dinner both of Filh 
andFlelhj no Fowles were {pared, many Capons, Turkey Cocks, and Hens wbre pro¬ 
digally lavilhed,tolhewiis the abundance and plenty of Provifion of that Country. The 
Prior of this Cloifter was nO Hayed,; ancient, grey-headed man, fuch as ufually are 
made Superiours to govern young and wanton Fryers; but he was a Gallant and Amo¬ 
rous young Sparke, who (as we were there informed) had obtained from his Superi- 
our the Provinciall Government of that Convent with a bribe of a thoufand Duc- 
kats. After dinner he had fome of us to his Chamber, where we obferved his light- 
nefle and little favour of Religion or Mortification in him • We thought to have found 
in fiis Chamber fome ftately Library, which might tell us of Learning arid love of Study - 
but we found not above a dozen old Books, Handing in a corner covered with duft and 
Cobwebs, as if they were alhamed that the Treafure that lay hid in them, Ihouldbe lo 
much forgotten,and undervalued, and the Guitarra (the Spanijh Lute) preferred andfef 
above them. His Chamber was richly dreffed and hung with many pittures, and With 
hangings,fome made with Gotten Wooll, others with various coloured feathers oiMe- 
choacan, his Tables covered with Carpets of Silk • his Cubboards adorned with feverall 
forts of China Cups and Difhes, ftored within with feverall dainties of fweet Meats and 
Conferves. 

This fight feemed to the zealous Fryers of oiir Million fnoft vain, and unbefeeming 
a poor and mendicant Fryer; ip the others, whofe end in coming from Spain to 
thofe parts was Liberty, and loofnelFe, and covetoufnefle of riches, this fight was plea- 
fing and gave them great incouragement to enter further into that Country, where 
foon a Mendicant Lazarus might becoifie a proud and.. wealthy,The difcourle 
of the young and light headed Prior was nothing but vain boafting of himfelf, of his 
birth, his parts, his favour with the chief Superior or Provinciall, the love which the 
beft Ladies , the richeft Merchants Wives of the Town .bare’ unto him of his 
clear and excellent voice, and great dexterity in Mufick, whereof he prefently gave 
us a tafte, tuning his Guitarra and finging to us fome verfes (as he faid ofhisown 
compofing) fome lovely Amarjllis, adding fcandall to fcandall, loofenefle’to liberty 
which it grieved fome ol us to fee in a Superiour who lhould have taught with words’ 
and in his life and Converfation, examples of Repentance and Mortification. Nofooner 
wereourfenfes of hearing delighted well with Mufick, our fight with the objects of 
Cotten-Wool,Silke and Featherworkes, but prefently our Prior caufed to be brought 
forth of all his ftore of dainties, fuch variety as might likewife relifh well and delight 
Ourfenfeof tailing. Thus as we were truly tranfported from Europe to America (o 
the world feemed truly to be altered, our fenfes changed from what they were the 
night and day before,when we heard the hideous noife of the Mariners hoifing up Sailes, 
when we faw the Deep.and monfters of it, when we rafted the ftinking water , when 
we firielttheTar and Pitch; but here we heard a quivering and trembling volte and 
inftrument well tuned, we beheld wealth and riches, we tailed what was fweet, and 
in the Sweet-meats fmelt the Muske and Civit, wherewith that Epicurean Prior had 
feafoned his Conferves. Here we broke up our difcourfe and pallimes, defirous to 
walke abroad and take a view of the Town,, having no more time then that, and the 
next day toftay in it. We compafled it round about that afternoon; and found thd 
fi tuition of it to be fandy, except on the South-weft fide, where it isMoorilh ground, 
and full of Handing Bogs, which with the great heats that are there, caufe it to be £ 
very unhealthy place; The number of Inhabitants may be three thoufand, and amongft 
them fome very rich Merchants, fome worth two hundred, fome three hundred, and 
fome four , hundred thoufand Duckats. Of the buildings little we obferved, for they 
are all,both Houfes, Churches, and Cloifters, built with Boards and Timber, the Walls 
of the richeft mans houfe being made but of boards, which with the impetuous Winds 
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from the North hath been caufe that many times the town hath been for the moft part of 
it burnt down to the ground. The great Trading from Mexico , and by Mexico from the 
fiaft-India s-. y from Spain , from Cuba, S**- Domingo, fucatan , Poetobello, and by Poetobello 
'from Peru, from Cartagena,- and all the Iflands lying upon the North Sea, and by the Ri- 
ver Alvarado going up to Zapotecas, St. lldefonfo, and towards Guaxaca , and by the River 
Cry^W,.running up to Tabafeo, Lus Zoqaes and Chiapa de Indios, maketh this little Town 
\ery rich,.and to abound with allthe Commodities of the Continent Land, and of all 
and vreft-lndias^ittifoc&s. The unhealthineffe of the place is the reafon of 
the paucity of Inhabitants^, and the paucity ofthem,. together with the rich Trading 
5 andc r ommerce, thereafons that thebfctchant.s .therein are extraordinary rich; who 
"yet might have beeh far richer,, had not the Town heen fd often fired,and they in the 
'fire had great Ioffes. Allthe ftrengthpf .this Town is firli the hard and dangerous en¬ 
trance into the Haven; and fecondly, a rock which lyeth before the Town leffe then a 
Musket (hot off; upon which is built a Caftle, and in the Caftle- a flight Garrifon of 
Souldiers. In the Town there is neither Fort, nor Caftle,, nor fcarce any people of 
warlike mindes. The Rock and Caftle are as a Wall, defence,, andincjpfureto the 
Haven, which otherwife lyeth wide opqn to the Ocean ,and to the Northern Winds. No- 
Ship dares caft Anchor within the Haven„but only undpr the Rock and Cafte,. and yet not 
Lure enough fo with Auchors, except with Cables al'fo they be bound andfaftned to Rings 
of Iron for that purppfe to the fide of the Rock - y from whence fometimesit hath happe¬ 
ned that (hips floating with the Stream too much on one fide the Rock have been driven 
offand call upon the other Rocks or out to the Ocean,; the Cables of their Anchors, and 
thofe wherewith they have been faftned to the Caftle being broken with the force of the 
Wfods. This happened to one of our Ships the firft night after we landed- who-were 
happy that we werehiot then at Sea gfor there arofe fuch a ftorme and tempeft from the 
North,that it quite broke the Cables of one Ship and drove it out to the main Sea,and we 
thought it would have blown anddroven us out of our beds after it,for the flight boarded 
houfes did fo totter and fhake, that we expeded every hour when they would fall upon 
our heads. We had that night enough of St .John de Vihua, and little reft, though feafted 
as well at Supper as at Dinner by our vain boaftirig Prior, who before we went to bed, 
jhad caufed all our feet to be walhed, that now in eafier beds then for above two months 
together the ftrait and narrow Cabins of the Ship had allowed us,our fleep might be more 
/quiet,.and more houriftiing to our bodies ; but the whittling winds and tottering Cham¬ 
bers, which made our beds uneafie Cradles to us„caufed ustofliefrom our reft at mid¬ 
night, and with our bare (though walhed) feet tofeek the dirty Yard for fafer fhelter Jn 
the tnor ning the Fryers of the Cloifter who were acquainted with thofe winds and ftorms, 
laughed at our fearfulneffe, affuringus, that they never flept better then when their Beds 
were rocked with fuch like blafts. But that nights affrightment made us weary already 
of our good and kind entertainmentwedefiredto remove from the Sea fide - which our 
Superiour Calvo yeelded to, not for our fear fake fo much, as for his fear, left with eating 
too much of the ftuits of that Country ,and drinking after them too greedily of the water 
(which caufeth dangerous Fluxes, and hafteneth death to thofe that newly come from 
Spain to thofe parts) we Ihould fall fick,and die there,as hundreds did after our departure 
for want of temperance in the ufe of thofe fruits, which before they had never feenor ea- 
ten.Thirty Mules were ready for us,which had been brought a purpofe from Mexico,and 
had waited for us in S, C.fohn deVlhua fix days before ever the Fleet arrived. Calvo that day 
bulled himfelf a {hip board in fending to fhore our Chefts, and fuch provifion as had been 
left of Wines, and Bisket, Gammons of Bacon, and falted Beef, whereof there was fome 
ftore,befides a dozen Hens and three Sheep, which was much wondred at, that fo much 
Ihould be left after fo long a voiage.In the mean time we vifited our friends and took our 
leaves ofthem in the forenoon; and after Dinner feats were prepared for us.in the Cathe- 
drall Church to fit and fee a Comedy a died, which had been on purpofe ftudied and pre¬ 
pared by the Town for the entertainment of the new Viceroy of Mexico. Thus two 
days only we abode in St. John de Vlhtta, and fo departed. 
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Chap. IX. 

Of our j our ney from St. John de Ulhua to Mexico 5 and of the moft remark cable 
Townes and Villages in the way. 


U Pon the 14. day of September we left the Town and Port of St. fohit de V/mastering 
into the rode to Mexico , which we found the firft three or tour leagues to’ be very 
fandy, as wide and open as is our rode from London to St. Albans. The firft Indians we 
met with, was at the old Vera Crux, a Town feated by the fea iide, which the Spaniards 
that firft conquered that Countrey thought to have made their chief Harbour • but af¬ 
terwards by reafon of the fmall fhelter they found in if for their {hips agamft the North 
winds,they left it, and removed to St. fohndeVlhna. Here we began to discover the 
power of the Priefts and Fryers over the poor Indians, and their fubjedion and obedi¬ 
ence unto them. The Prior of St. fohndeVlbna had writ a letter unto them the day 
before of our palling that way, charging them to meet us in the way, and to welcome us 
into thofe parts; which was by the poor Indians gallantly performed ; for two miles be¬ 
fore we came to the Town, there met us on Horfe-back fome twenty of the chief of the 
Town, prefentingunto every one of us anofegayof flowers; who rid before us a bow 
{hot, till we met with more company on foot,to wit, the Trumpeters, the Waits; ( who 
founded pleafantly all the way before us) the Officers of the Church, fuch as here we 
call Church-wardens, though more in number, according to the many fodalities or con¬ 
fraternities of Saints whom they ferve, thefe likewife prefented to each ofus a nofegay ; 
next met us the finging men and boyes, all the Querifters,who foftly and leifurely walked 
before us finging, Te Deum laudamns , till we came to the midft of the Town, where were 
two great Elme trees, the chief Market place;there was fet up one long arbour with green 
bowes, and a table ready furnifhed with boxes of Conferves, and other fvveet meats, and 
diet-bread, to prepare our ftomachs for a cup of Chocolatte, which while it was feafoning 
with the hot water and Sugar, the chief Indians and officers of the Town made a fpeech 
unto us, having firft kneeled down and kified our hands one by one; they welcomed us 
into their Country, calling us the Apoftlesof Jefus Chrift, thanked us for that we had 
left our own Country* our friends, our Fathers and mothers for to fave their fouls; 
they told us they honoured us as Gods upon earth; and many fuch complements they 
ufed till our Chocolatte was brought. We refrdhed our felves for the fpace of one hour, 
and gave hearty thanks to the Indians for their kind refpeds unto us, alluring them that 
nothing was more dear unto us in this world then their fouls, which that we might 
fave, we regarded not fea, nor land dangers, not the unhumane cruelties of barba¬ 
rous and favage Indians, ( who as yet had no knowledge of the true God ) no nor our 
own lives. 

And thus we took our leaves, giving unto the chief of them fome Beads, fome medals, 
fome Crofles ofbralfe, fome Agnus Dei, fome reiiques brought from Spain,and to eve¬ 
ry one of the Town an indulgence of forty years, (which the Pope had granted unto 
us, to beftow where and upon whom, and as often as we would) wherewith we began 
to blinde that fimple people with ignorant, erroneous, and Popifti principles. A.s we went 
out of the arbour to take our Mules, behold the Market place was full of Indian men and 
women ; who as they faw us ready to depart, kneeled upon the ground a$ adoring us 
for a blefling, which as we rid along, we beftowed upon them with lifted up hands on 
high, making over them the figne of the CrolTe. And this fubmillion of the poor In¬ 
dians unto the Priefts in thofe parts; this vain-glory in admitting fuch ceremonious 
entertainment and publick worlliip from them, did fopuffe up fome of our youug Fry¬ 
ers hearts, that already they thought themfelves better then the beft Bifiiops in Spain, 
who though proud enough, yet never travail there with fuch publick acclamations as 
we did. The Waits and Trumpets founded again before us, and the chief of the 
Town conduded us a mile forward, and fotook their leaves. The firft two dayes we 
lodged but in poor fmall Indian Townes, among whom we ftill found kind entertain* 
irienc, and good ftore of provifion, efpecially of Hens, Capons, Turkeys, and feve- 
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rail forts of fruits. The third day at night we came to a great Town confiding of 
near two thoufand inhabitants, fome Spaniards, fome Indians, called Xalappa de la 
Vera Crux. This Townin theyeari634. wasmade anewBifhops Sea (theBifhop- 
rick of the City, called La Puebla de los Angeles, being divided into two) and this be¬ 
ing not above the third part of it, is thoughc to be worth ten thoufand duckats a 
yfear. It Hands in a very fertile foil for Indian Wheat called Maiz , and fome Spanijh 
Wheat. There are many Townes about it of Indians ; but what makes it rich,are the 
many farmesof Sugar, and fome which they call Eflanti.is, rich farmes for breeding 
of Mules and. Cattell • and likewife fome Farmes of Cachinil. In this Town there 
is but one great Church and an inferiour Chappell, both belonging to a Cloifter of 
Francifcan Fryers, wherein we were lodged that night and the nest day, being the 
Lords day. Though the revenues of this Cloifter be great, yet it maintains not a- 
boVe half a dozen. Fryers, where twenty might be plentifully maintained, that fo 
thofe few lubbers might be more abundantly, aiid like Epicures fed and nouriflied. 
The Superiouror Guardian of this Cloifter was no leffe vain then the Prior of St. John 
de Vlbua; and though he were not of our profeflionyet he welcomed us with ftately 
entertainment. Here and wherefoever further we travelled, we ftill found in the 
Priefts and Fryers loofenelfe oflife, and their wayes and proceedings contrary to the 
wayes of their profeflion, fworne to by a folemne Vow and Covenant. This Order 
efpecially of the mendicant Francifcan Fryers voweth (befides chaftity and obedience) 
poverty more ftridly to be obferved, then any other Order of the Romifh Church} for 
their Clothing ought to be courfe fackcloth, their girdles made of hemp fhould be no 
finer then ftrong halters, their fhirts fhould be but woollen , their legs fhould know 
no ftockins, their feet no fhoes, but at the moft and belt either wooden clogs,or fandals 
of hemp , their hands and fingers fhould not fo much as touch any money , nor they 
have theufe or pofleflion or propriety of any , nor their journeys be made eafie with 
the help of Horfes to carry them, but painfully they ought to travail on foot ; and 
the breach of any of thefe they acknowledge to be a deadly and mortall fin, with 
the guilt of a high foul-damning and foul-curling excommunication. Yet for all 
thefe bonds and obligations, thofe wretched Impes live in thofe parts as though they 
had never vowed unto ■'the Lord, fhewing in their lives that they have vowed whac 
they are notable to performe. It was .to us a ftrange and fcandalous fight to fee 
here in Xalappa a Fryer of the Cloifter riding with his lackey boy by his fide, upon a 
goodly gelding, (having gone but to the Townes end, as we were informed, to hear a 
dying mans confeflion) with his long habit tucked up to his girdle, making fhew of a fine 
filke orange colour ftOckin upon his legs, and a neat Cordovan fhoe upon his foot, 
with a fine holland pair of drawers, with a lace three inches broad at knee. This 
light made us willing to pry further into this and the other Fryers carriages, under 
whofe broad fleeves we could perceive their doublets quilted with filke,and at their wrifts 
the laces of their holland fhirts. In their talke we could difeern no mortification, but 
meer vanity and worldlinefle. After fupper fome of them began to talk of carding and 
dicing; they challenged us that were but new comers to thofe parts,to a Primera-which 
though moft of ours refufed,fome for want of money, fome for ignorance of that gatae, 
yet at laft with much ado they got two of our Fryers to joyn with two of theirs; fo the 
cards were handfomely fhuffled, the vies and revies were doubled,lofle made fome hot 
and blinde with paflion,gain made others eager and covetous; and thus was that religi¬ 
ous Cloifter made all night a gaming houfe, and fworne religious poverty turned into 
profane and worldly Covetoufnefle, We that beheld fome part of the night the game, 
found enough to obferve, for the more the fport increafed, fcandals to the fport were 
added,both by drinking and fwearing that common oath VotoaChrifio, Veto a Dios, and 
alfoby fcoffing and jearingat the religious vowes of poverty which they had vowed ; 
for one oftheFrancifcans though formerly he had touched money, and with his fin¬ 
gers had laid it to the flake on the table; yet fometimes to make the company laugh, 
if he had chanced to winne a double vie (and fometimes the vies and revies went round 
of twenty Patacons) then would he take the end of one fleeve of his habit, and open 
wide the other broad fleeve, and fo with his fleeve fweep the money into his other 
fleeve, faying, I have vowed not to touch money, nor to keep any, I meaned then a 
naturall conta&of it; but my fleeve may touch it, and my fleeve may keep it-.fhewing 
v/ithfcoffesand jeftsofhis lips, what religion was in his heart. My eares tingled with 
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hearing fuchoathes, my tongue would have uttered fome words of reproof, but that I 

confidered my felf a gueftand ft ranger in a ftrange houfe, and that if any thing I Ihould 
fay, it would do no good ; fo filently I departed to my reft, leaving the Gamefters 
who continued till fun-rifing, and in the morning I was informed that the jelling Fryer’ 
that rather roaring Boy then religious Francifcan, fitter for Sardampalm or Epicurus hts 
Schoole, then to live in a Cloifter, had loft fourfcore and odde Patacons, his ileeve 
(itfeemes ) refufing to keep for him what he had vowed never to poflefle. Here I be¬ 
gan to find out by experience of thefe Francifcans, that liberty and loofnelfe of life it 
was that brought yearly fo many Fryers and Jefuites from Spain to thofe parts, rather 
then zeal of Preaching the Gofpel and Gonverting Soules to Chrift, which indeed be¬ 
ing an ad of higheft Charity,they make a fpeciall badge of the truth of their Religion : 
But the loofnelfe of their lives fheweth evidently that thelove of money, of vain-glory, 
of Power and Authority over the poor Indians , is their end and aime more then any 
love of God. From Xalappa we went to a place called by the Spaniards , La Rimnada, 
which is no Town nor Village,and therefore not worth mentioning in fuch a Rode as 
now I am in j yet as famous in two things, it mull not be omitted amongft greater 
places. This place Hands fo far from any other Town, that Travellers can fcarce make 
their journeys without either baiting there at noon, or lying there at night, or de¬ 
clining three or four'miles out of the Rode to fome Indian Town. It is no more then 
one houfe, which the Spaniards call Vent a, or as our Englifb, Innes, feated in the corner 
of a low Valley, which is the hotteft place from St. Johnde Vlhua to Mexico; about it 
are the bell Springs and Fountains in all the Rode, and the water though warme with 
the heat of the Sun,yet as fweet as any Milk.The Inne-keepers knowing well the Spaniards 
heat, that it feeks cool and refrelhing drink, have fpeciall care fo to lay in water in great 
earthen Velfels, whiah they fet upon a moift and waterilh Sand, that it is focold that it 
maketh the teeth to chatter. This fweetnelTe and this coolnelfe together of that water in 
fo hot and fcorching a Country, was fo us'a wonder, who could find no other refrelh- 
ment from that extraordinary heat, i Befides our Provilion here of Beef, Mutton, Kid, 
Hens, Turkeys, Rabbets, Fowles,and efpecially Quailes, was To plentiful] and cheape, 
that we were aftonilhed at it. The Valley and Country about it is very rich and 
fertile, full of Spanifh Farmes of Sugar, and Cochiml, Spanifh and Indian Wheate. 
But what maketh me more efpecially remember this Venta , or Inne, is, for that 
though Art and experience of man have found a way to provide for Travellers in fp hot 
a place cool and refrelhing water, and God have given it the fweetnelTe of Milk, and 
to the place fuch abundance of Provilion ■ yet all this in the day only is comfortable 
andplealant- but in the night the Spaniards call it, Cumfites en infierno , that is to fay, 
Cumfits in hell, for not only the heat is fo extraordinary, that it is impollible to be 
feeding without wiping away the continuall fweat of the Face, whofe drops from 
the Browes are alwayes ready to blind our eyes and to fill with fauce our dilhes, but 
the fwarmesof Gnats are fuch that waking and fleeping no device of man is able to 
keep them off. True it is,moft of us had our Pavilions which we carried with ns to 
hangabout and over our beds, but thefe could not defend us from that piercing and 
flinging Vermine, which likes Egypt? Plague of Frogs would be fure to be in every place, 
and through our Curtains to come upon our very Beds. Yet in the day they are 
not; but juft at Sun-fetting they begin to fwarme about, and. at Sun-riling away they 
goe. After a moll tedious and troublefame night, when we found the riling of the 
Sun had difperfed andbanifhed them away, we thought it belt for us to flee away from 
that place with-them 3 and fo from thence early we departed to a Town as pleafant 
and fertill and abounding rwith Provilion as this Rinccnada , and free from fuch bufie 
guefts aiid individuaft Mates and Companions as the night before had intruded them- 
felves upon us. The nixt night we got to a Town called Segura, inhabited both by 
Indians and j Spaniards^ confiding of about a thoufarid Inhabitans; here again without 
any charges we Were llately entertained by Francifcan Fryers, as light and vain glorious 
as thofe of Xalappa.- This Town had its firft beginning and foundation from Hernando, 
Cortezl and is called 'Segura delaFrotitera, being built up. by him for a,Frontier Town 
to fecure the Spaniards thatcamefrJom Set: John de Vlhua to Mexico, againft theCMw- 
(team and people of Tfpeacac, who weMallied to the Mexicans, andfo much annoyed 
the Spaniards. But what moftincenfed Cortez was, that aftephis firft repulfefr.omMw/- 
ce, the Indians inciting over him and the reft of his Company, whom they heard had 
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bcendangereufly wounded, and were retired to llaxeaVan to recover and ftrengthen 
themfelves; the two Towns,. Culhua and lepeacac, then in League with the Mexi¬ 
can* againft Cortez, and the Town of llaxcallan, lying in wait for the Spaniards , took 
twelve* of them,- and facrifited them alive to their Idols and eat their flefh. Where¬ 
upon Cortez, defirfed Maxixca , a chief Captain of llaxcaVan , and divers other Gen¬ 
tlemen of that Town to goe with him and to help him to be avenged ofthe people 
of lepeacac fontbe ■ cruelty ufed to twelve of his Spaniards , and for the dayly and great 
hurt they a-lfo did to the Inhabitants of llaxcallan with the help of their allied friends 
the Culhuacans and Mexicans. Maxixca And the chief of llaxcallan forthwith entred 
into' counfell with the States and Communalty of the Town, and there determined 
with general!confent to give unto him forty thoufand fighting men, befides many 
lamemez, who are foot Carriers i, to bear the Baggage, Viftuajl, and other things. 
With this number of llaxcalteca’s , his own men, and horfes, Cortez went to lepeacac, 
requiring them in- fatisfadion of the death of the twelve Chriftians, that they fhould 
now yeeld themfelves to the obedience of the Emperour and King of Spain his Mailer, 
and hereafter never more to receive any Mexican into their Town or houfes, neither yet 
any of the Province of Culhua. The lepeacacs anfwered that they had flain the Spa¬ 
niards for good and juft caufe, which was that being time of War, they prefumed 
to pafle through their Country by force without their will and licenfe. And alfo that 
the Mexicans and Culhuacans were their friends and Lords, whom alwayes they would 
friendly entertain within their Town and houfes, refufing utterly their offer and re- 
queft , potefting to give no obedience to whom they knew not, wifhing them there¬ 
fore to return incontinent to llaxcallan , except thfy had defire to end their weary dayes, 
andtobefacrificedandeaten up as their twelve friends had been. Cortez yet invited 
them many times with peace; and feeing it prevailed not, he began his Wars in earneft. 
The lepeacacs with the favour of the Culhuacans were brave and Jufty, and began to 
flop and defend the Sparimdientr&ryce into their Town. And being many in number 
with divers valiant men among them, began to dkirmifhfundry timesj but at the end 
they were overthrown, and many flain without killing any Spaniard , although many 
llaxcalteca’s were killed that day. The Lords and principall Perfons of lepeacac fee¬ 
ing their overthrow, and that their ftrength could not prevail, yeelded themfelves 
unto Cortez for Vaflals of the Emperour with condition to banifh for ever their allied 
friends of Culhua • and that he fhould punifh and correft at his will and pleafure all 
thofe which were occafion of the death ofthe twelve Spaniards. For which caufesand 
obftinacy, at the firft Cortez judged by his fentence that all the Towns which had 
been privy to the murther , fhopld for ever remain Captives and Haves; others affirm 
that he overcame them without.any condition, and correAed them for their difobedi- 
ence, be ing Sodomites, Idolaters and eaters of mans flefh, and chiefly for example of all 
others. And in conclufion,they were condemned,for flaves; and within twenty daysthat 
thefe Wars lafted, he pacified all that Province, which is very great, he drave from 
thence the Culhuacans, he threw down the Idols, and the chiefeft perfons obeyed him. 
And for more aflurance he built-there this Town, naming it Segura de la Front era, ap¬ 
pointing all Officers for the purpofe, whereby .the Chriftians and Grangers might pafle 
Without danger from Vera Crux to Mexico, This Town likewife, as all the reft from 
St. John de Vlhuato Mexico , is-very plentifullof provifion, and many forts of fruits, 
namely. Planting Sapottes, and Chkojapottes, .which have within a great black kernel I as 
big asour horfe Plum, the fruit'Lcfelfi isas red within as Scarlet, asfweet.as Honey; 
but the Ckicojapotte, is lefle,andforae of them red,fomebrown coloured, andTo juicV 
that at the earing the juice, like drops of honey fall from them, and the fine!! is 
hke unto a baked Pear. Here) likewife were, prefented untous .Clutters of Grapes as 
fair as any uv. Spain, which were welcome untaus>, for that we had feen none fince we 
came from Spam, and we fawf by them that the Country thereabouts would be very 
ht. for Vineyards^ if the King dfi Spain would ..grant the planting of Vines in.ihofe 
parts; whicfc often;he hath refilled to do- left- the Vineyards there fhWdiunder 
the I radiiigaMTtafiqBe hefween; -Spain and thofe parts, whichieercaial^fhad theyi 
belt Wine needed notany. commerce with Spdim This Town list of a more [temperate 
lirpate then any-other from Wera Crux to Mexico, and the-peopJe who-formerly 
had been eaters of Mans flefh, now as civil! andpolitick, as loving and airteous as a« 
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any in the rode. From whence we declined a little out of our way more Weftward fthe 
rode being North-weft ward) only to fee that famous Town of Tlakcallan whofeinha 
bitants joyned with fdrtez, and we may fay were the chief inftruments of that oreat and 
unparalleld Conqueft. am 


C H A P. X. 

Wherein is fet down the efiate and condition of the great Town fl/Tlaxcallan when 
thefirjl Spaniards entred the Empire of Mexico 5 Cortez his fir ft encounter 
with the Tlaxcalteca’s their league with him^ with a defcription of the Town-, 
and of the ejlate and condition of it now. 

T Laxcallan being worth all the reft of the Towns and Villages between St. fohn de 
Vlhua and Mexico ; I thought it not fit to parallel it with the others in naming 
it briefly and palling by it as a Traveller j but rather I judged it convenient, and befeem- 
ingmy prefent Hiftory, to record to pofterity with one whole Chapter, the greatnelfe 
of it, and the valour ofits inhabitants, from the conqueft of America made by Her¬ 
nando fortez.'Who being upon his march to Mexico, and having arrived to ZaclotanjixA 
being informed that the Tlaxcaltcca s were men ofvalour, and enemies to Montezuma 
the Emperour of Mexico, thought it his belt policy to joyne with them againft the 
Mexicans. 

Whereupon hedifpatchedunto them four Indians of a Town called Zempoallan, as 
Ambafiadours to acquaint them of his coming into thofe parts, and of his defire to vi- 
lit their Town, not for any harm he intended to them, but rather for their good. 
The Tlaxealteed s fearing fortes., and judging him a friend of Montezuma, becaufe upon 
his way to vifite him• and having heard of the many coftly prefents which the Empe¬ 
rour had fent unto him • they refolved to refill his coming, and to fend him no anfwer 
to his ambaflage; but took the four Meflengers which he had fent, and imprifoned 
them, minding to lacrifice them unto, their Gods asEfpies. fortez feeing the long tar¬ 
rying ofthe MelTengers, departed from Zaclotan, without any intelligence from Tlax- 
callan. His Camp had not marched much after their departure from that place, but 
they came to a great circuit of ftone made without lime ormorter, beingofafadome 
and a half high, and twenty foot broad, with loupe holes to Ihoot at - this wall croft 
fed over a whole valley, from one mountain to another, and but one only entrance oh 
gate, in the which the one wall doubled againft the other, and the way there was 
fourty paces broad, infuch fort that it was an evill and perillous paflage, if any had 
been there to defend it. fortez demanded thecaufe of that circuit, and who had built 
it j the Indians that went with him, told him that it was but a divifion from their Coun¬ 
trey and Tlaxcallan, and that their AntecelTors had made the fame to difturbe the en¬ 
trance of the Tlaxcalieca’s in time of War, who came to rob and murther them becaufe 
of the friendlhip betwixt them and Montezuma, whofe valfals they were. That ftrange 
and coftly wall feemed.a thing of great majefty to the Spaniards , and more fuperfluous 
then profitable, yet they fufpe&ed that the Tlaxcalteca's were valiant Warriers, who 
had fuch defence made againft them. But fortez fetting all fear afide, with three hun¬ 
dred Souldiers on a rank, entred the way in thfe wall, and proceeded in good order 
all the way forwards, carrying the Ordinance ready charged, and he himfelf the Lea* 
der of all his Army, and fometimes he would be half a league before them, to difeover 
and make the way plain. And having gone the fpace of three leagues from that circuit, 
he commanded his Foot-men to make hafte, becaufe it was fomewhat late, and he with 
his Horfe-men went to defery the way forwards, who afeendingup a hill, two of the 
formoft Horfe-men met with fifteen Indians armed with fwords, and targets, apd tuffes 
of feathers , which they 1 ufed to wear in the Warres. Thefe fifteen being Spies,when 
they faw the Horfe-men, began to flie with fear, or elfe to give advice. But 
fortez apprbehing withother three Horfe-men called to them to ftay; which they by 
no means would hearken unto • till fix more Horfemen ran after them, and overtook 
them. The Indians then joyning all together with determination rather to die then 
to yeeld, fhewed to the Spaniards fignes to ftand ftill. But the Hotfe-men coming to 
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lav hands ontiiem^they prepared themfelves to battel,and fought, defending themfelves 
fot a while. In this fight the Indians flew two of their Horfes, and (as the Spaniards do 
witnefle ) at two blowes they Cut off a Horfe head, bridle and all.Then came the reft of 
the HorFemen,the Army alfo of the Indians approached,for there were in fight near five 
thoufand of them in good order, to fuccour their fifteen fighting men • but they came 
too late for that purpofe, for they were all flain by the Spanijb fury, becaufe they 
would not render themfelves in time, and had killed two of their Horfes. Yet not- 
withftanding their fellowes fought,until! they efpied the Spanijb Army coming,and the 
Ordinance, then they returned leaving the field to the Spaniards , whofe Horfe-men fol¬ 
lowed’them, and .flew about fevCnty of them, without receiving any hurt. With 
this the Indians perceiving the great advantage which the Spaniards had againft them 
with their Horfes, and Meaning to come upon them fubtilly with a more powerfull Ar¬ 
my,that they might the better deceive and delude them,they fent unto Cortez, two of the 
four Meffengers which had been fent unto them with other Indians, faying, that they 
of Tiabcallan knew nothing of the things- that had happened, certifying likewife that 
thofe with whom he had fought, were of other communities, and not of their jurif- 
diftion, being forrowfull for that which had paffed, and for fo much as it happened ' 
in their journey, they would willingly pay for the two Horfes which were flain, pray¬ 
ing them to come in good time to their Town, who would gladly receive them, and 
enter into their league of friendfhip, becaufe they feemed to be valiant men; But all 
this was a feigned and a falfe meffage. Yet Cortez, beleeved them, and gave them thanks 
for their courtefie and good will; and that according to their requeft he would goe 
unto their Town, and accept their friendfliip. And touching the death of his Horfes, 
he required nothing, for that withinfhort time he expe&ed many more; yet forrow¬ 
full he was, not fo much for the want of them, as that the Indians fhould thinke that 
Horfes could die or be flain. Cmez, proceeded forwards about two leagues, where the 
Horfes were killed,although it was almoft fun-fet, and his men wearied, having travelled 
far that day. He planted his Ajrmy by a river fide, remaining all that night with good 
watch both of Foot-men and Horfe-men, fearing fome affault; but there was no at¬ 
tempt given that night. The next morning at fun rifing, Cortez, departed with his Ar¬ 
my in good order, and in the midft of them went the Fardage and Artillery, and after 
a little marching they met with the other two Meffengers whom they had fent from 
Zac lot an; they came with pitifull cries exclaiming of the Captains of the power of 
Tlaxca/lan,who had bound them and detained them from returning; but with good 
fortune that night they had broken loofe, andefcaped, for otherwife in the morning 
fallowing they had beenfacrificed to the God of viftory, and after the facrifice they 
had been eaten for a good beginning of the Wars; the Tlaxcaltecas protefting to doe 
the like to the bearded men (for fo they termed the Spaniards) and to as many as came 
wish them. They had no fooner told their tale, when there appeared behind a little hill 
about a thoufand Indians, very well appointed after their fafhion, and came with fuch a 
marvellous noife and cry, as though their voices ftiould have pierced the heavens; hur¬ 
ling at the Spaniards, ftones, d'arts, and (hot with bowes and arrowes. Cortez made 
many tokens of peace unto them, and by his Interpreters defired them to leave 
the battail. But fo much the more as he intreated for peace, the more haftyand ear¬ 
ned: were they, thinking either to overcome them, or elfe to hold them play, to the in¬ 
tent that the Spaniards (hould follow them to a certain ambufh that was prepared for 
them, of more then fourfcore thoufand men. Here the Spaniards began to ceafe 
fporn words, and to lay hand upon their weapons; for that company of a thoufand 
Were as many as on the Spaniards fide were fighting men; though they were well pradti- 
fed m the Wars, very valiant, and alfo pitched in a better'-place for fight. This bat- 
tail endured certain houres, and at the end the Indians being either wearied, or elfe 
meaning to take the Spaniards in the fnare appointed, began to flie towards the main 
battad not as overcome, but to;joyne with their own fide. The Spaniards being hot 
in the fight andflaughter, which was not little, followed them with all their fardage, 
and unawares fell into the ambuffi, among an infinite number of Indians armed; they 
itayednot, becaufe they would not put themfelves out of order, and paffed through 
their campe with great haft and fear. Tift Indians began to fet upon the Spanijb Horfe- 
mea thinking to have taken their lances from them, their courage was io ftout; ma- 
py op the Spaniards had there periftwd, had it not-bee# for their • Inflim tnsndi , who 
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had come with them from Zempoalian and Zac lot an. Likewifethe courage of Cortez did 
much animate th'emjfor though he led his Army making way,yet divers times he turned 
him back to place his men in order, and to comfort them, and at length came out of that 
dangerous way and ambufh, where the Horfes might help, and the Ordinance ftand in 
Head, which two things did greatly annoy the Indians to their great wonder and marvel! 
and at the fight thereof began to flie. In both incounters remained many Indians (lain 
and wounded, and of the Spaniards fome were hurt, but none killed, who gave moft 
hearty thanks unto God for their delivery from fo great a multitude as were fourfcore 
thoufand, againft one thoufand only of Indians and Spaniards joyned together. The In¬ 
dians of Zempoalian and Zac lot an did play the valiant men that day,wherefore Cortez, ho¬ 
nored them with hearty thanks. Then they went to pitch their Campe in a village 
called Teoacazinco ,where was a little Tower and a Temple,and there fortified themfelves. 
The night following the Spaniards flept not quietly with fear of a third Invafion of the 
Tlaxcalteca s. As foon as it was day Cortez, fent to the Captains of Tlaxcallan to require 
them of peace and friendfhip,willing them quietly to fuffer them to paffe through their 
Country to Mexico,for that they meant them no hurt, but rather good will.The anfwer 
of .the Captains of T laxcallan was, that the next day they would come and talke with him 
and declare their minds. Cortez, was well prepared that night, for the anfwer liked him 
not, but rather feemed brave, and a matter determined to be done, as fome had told him 
(whom he took prifoners)who likewife certified that theTlaxcalteca’s were joyned toge¬ 
ther to the number of a hundred and fifty thoufand men to give battail the next day 
following, and to fwallow up alive the Spaniards whom fo mortally they did hate, think¬ 
ing them to be friends unto the Emperour Montezuma, unto whom they wifhed all evill 
and mifchief. Their intent was therefore with all their whole power to apprehend the 
bearded men, and to make of them a more folemn Sacrifice unto their Gods then at 
any time they had done, with a generall banquet of their flefh, which they called 
Celefiiall. 

The Captains of Tlaxcallan divided their Souldiers into four Battails, the one to 
Tepeticpac , another to Ocotelulco, the third to Tizatlan, and the fourth to ghiiabuiz,- 
tlan , that is to fay, the men of the Mountains, the men of the Limepits, the men of 
the Pinetrees,andthe Watermen; allthefe four forts of men did make the Body of 
the Common-wealth of Tlaxcallan, and commanded both in time of War and Peace, 
Every of thefe Captains had his juft portion or number of Warriers, but the Generall 
of all the whole Army was called Xicotencal, who was of the Limepits; and he had 
the Standard of the Common-wealth, which is a Crane of gold with his wings fpread, 
adorned with Emeralds and filver work, which Standard was according to their 
ufe either carried bofore the whole Hoft, or elfe behind them all. The Lieutenant 
Generall of the Army was Maxixcazin; and the number of the whole Army was a 
hundred and fifty thoufand men. Such a great number they had ready againft four 
hundred Spaniards , and feven hundred Indians of Zempoalian and Zac lot an, and yet at 
length overcome; and after this fight they were the greateft friends that Cow* had in 
thofe parts againft Montezuma. Thefe Captains came with their Companies, that 
the fields where they were feemed a Forreft. They were gallant fellowes and well 
Armed according to their ufe, although they were painted, fo that their feces (hewed 
like Devils, with great tuffes of Feathers, and they boafted gallantly. Their Weapons 
and Armor were Slings, Staves, Speares, Swords, Bowes and Arrowes, Sculles, 
Splintes, Gantlets, all of Wood, guilt or elfe covered with Feathers or Lea¬ 
ther, their Corfeleps were made of Cotten Wool, their Targets and Bucklers 
gallant and ftrong^ made of Wood covered with Leather, and trimmed with Lat- 
ten, and feathers, their Swords were ftaves with an edge of flint ftone cunningly 
joyned into the ftaffe, which would cut very well and make a fore wound. Their in- 
ftruments of War were hunters homes, and Drummes called Ataballs made like a Cal¬ 
dron and covered with Veil am. So that the Spaniards in all their difcovery of India 
'didnever fee a better Army together, nor better ordered; that which I could not 
omit to (peak of here, having come in the order of my hiftory to Tlaxcallan , where 
this numerous and gallant Indian Army was fet forth againft 400 Spaniards and 600 
Indians their friends. Thefe Indians thus ordered in Battalia bragged very much a- 
gainft the Spaniards, and faidamongft themfelves. What mad people are thefe bearded 
a\ea that threaten us, and yet know us not ? But if they wifi be fo bold to invade 
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our Country without our licence, let us not fet upon them fo foon, it is meet they 
have a litt le reft, for we have time enough to take and bindthem ; let us alfo fend them 
meat, for they are come with empty ftomachs, and fo they {hall not fay that we do ap¬ 
prehend them with wearineffe and hunger. Whereupon they fent unto the Spaniards 
three hundred Turkey cocks and two hundred baskets of bread, called Centli ■ the 
, which prefent was a great fuccour and refrefliment for the need the Spaniards ftoo’d in. 
And foon after. Now (fay they) let us go and fet upon them, for by this time they 
have eaten their meat, and now we will eat them, and fo (hall they pay us the viftuals 
that we fent. Thefe and fiich like brags they ufed, feeing fo few Spaniards before them 
and not knowing the ftrength of their Ordinance againft their fo numerous an Hoft’ 
Then the four Captains fent two thoufand of their valianteft men of War and old 
Souldiers, to take the Spaniards quietly, with commandement that if they did refill 
either tobindethem, orelfeto kill them, meaning not to fet their whole Army upon 
them, faying, that they fhould get but fmall honour for fo great a multitude to fight a- 
gainft fo few. The two thoufand Souldiers palfed the trench that was betwixt the two 
Campes,and came boldly to the Tower where the Spaniards were. Then came forth 
the Horfe-men, and after them the Foot-men, and at the firft encounter, they made 
the Indians feel how the Iron fwords would cut; atthefecond, they {hewed of what 
force thofe few in number were, of whom a little before they had fo jelled - but at 
the third brunt, they made thofe lufty Souldiers flie, who were come to apprehend 
them, for none of them efcaped, but only a few fuch as knew the paffage of the tren- 
ckesor ditch. Then the main Battail and whole Army fet forth with a terrible and 
marvellous noife, and came fo fierce'upon the Spaniards , till they entred into their 
Campe without any refinance, and there Were at handy ftrokes with the Spaniards and 
in a good fpace could not get therh out, many of them being killed, which were fobold 
to enter. In this fort they fought four houres, before they could make way among 
their enemies. Then the Indians begn to faint, feeing fo many dead on their fide and 
the great wounds they had, and that they cduld kill none of the Chriftians- yet’the 
battail ceafed not, till it drew near night, and then they retired. Whereof Cortez. 

and his Souldiers were exceeding glad, for they were fully wearyed with killing of Indi- 

ans. The next day in the morning Cortez went forth to run the fields as he had done 
before, leaving half his men to keep the Campe; and becaufe he fhould not be efpied 
he departed before day,and burned about ten Towns, and facked one Town, which 
was of three thoufand hbufes, in the which were found but few people becaufe the 
molt of them were gone to their Campe. After the fpoile he fet fire on the Town and 
came his way to his Campe with a great prey by noon-time. The Indians perfued 
thinking to take away their prey,and followed them into the Campe,where they fought 
five houres, and could not kill one Spaniard , although many of their fide were (lain- for 
even as they were many and flood on a throng together, the Ordinance made a wonder- 
full fpoil among them, fothat they left off fighting, and the vidtory remained for the 
Spaniards , whom the Indians thought were inchanted, becaufe their Arrowes could not 
hurt them. The next day following, the four Captains fent three feverall things in pre- 
fent to Cortez , and the meffengers that brought them faid, Sir,behold here five Saves'and 
if thou be that rigorous God, that eateft mans flelh and bloud, eat thefe which we bring 
unto thee and we will bring thee more. And if thou be the gentle and meek God behold 
here frankincenfe and feathers. And if thou be a mortal! man, take here fowle bread and 
cherries. Cortez anfwered that both he and his were mortall men even as they were 
And becaufe that alwayes he had ufed to tell them truth, wherefore did they ufe to tell 
tohp 1 m , H n f t0 f or defired to be their friend, advifing them-not 

great hurt and dammage” l ^ eir °P lmon ’ ^ or 'Uhey fo did, affuredly they fhould receive 

ven^o?i!’ l,a r d,, r th ' S anfw «V tt| ere came again about thirty thoufand of them e. 
. thev returned w;irKK lm h )e,t0 prove 5 t* eir corilets ) as they had done the day before, but 
whole Hoft of Ind' br °^ en pates> , Here ls note d, that although the firft day the 
notfo but e verv^fi* cam ^ tocombate with the Spaniards ; yet the next day they did 
.and pain*- eciuallv^rJ 6 ™11 Captain by himfelf, for to divide the better the travail 
through the muldtudp n ^ T? an , d be 5 aufe that one fhould not difturbe another 

row place- and for fi,:’ COnfi p j nng tbat L bey ^ oul ^ but with afew ’ an ^ in a nar¬ 
row place, and for this confideration their battails Sere more frefti and ftrong, for 
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each Captain did contend who fhould do moft valiantly for to get honour anddhT” 
pecially in Jailing One Spaniard, for they thought that all their hurts fhould be fatisfied 
with the death of one Spaniard, or taking one pnfoner. Likewife is to be confidered 
the ftrangeneffe of their battail, for notwithftanding their controverfie fifteen davs 
that they were there, whether they fought or no, they fent unto the Spaniards cakes 
of bread, Turkey cocks and cherries. But this policy was not to give them that meat 
for good will, but only toefpie and fee what hurt was done amongft them and alfo 
to fee what fear or ftomach they had to proceed. But finding by their manv foies that 
the Spaniards were nothing daunted nor dimmifhed, theyrefolved to fend unto Cortez 
Xicotencatl , who was chief and generall Captain in Tlaxcadan and of all the Warres 
he brought in his company fifty perfons of authority to keep him company They an’ 
proached near where Cortez was, and faluted each other according to the ufe of their 
country. Their falutations.ended, and the parties being fet down- Xicotencatl be 
ganthe talke, faying. Sir, lam come on my own behalf and alfo of my fellow Cap 
tain and Lieutenant Maxixca , and in the name of many other noble perfonages and 
finally in the name of the whole State and Common-wealth of 7 Uxcallan tobefeech 
and pray you to adinit us into your friendfoip, and to veeld our felves and Countrey 
unto your King, craving alfo at your hand pardon for our attempt in taking up armes 
againlt you, we not knowing what you were, nor what you fought for jn our Coun 
trey. And where we prefumed to refill and defend your entrance, we did it as againlt 
grangers whom we knew not, and fuch men a$ we had never heretofore feen • and 
fearing alfo that you had been friends to Montezuma , who is, andalwayes hath'been 
our mortall enemy. And we had rather all in generall to end our lives then to put 
our felves in; fubjedion to him; for we think our felves as valiant men ’in courage as 
our fore-fathers were, who alwayes have refilled againlt him and his grand-father ‘ who 
was as mighty.as now is he. We would alfo have withftood you and your force but we 
could not, although we proved all our pofiibility by night and day, and found your 
ftrength invincible, and we no lucke againll you. Therefore fince our fate is fuch we 
had rathef hefobjed unto you then unto any others; for we have known and heard 
of the ZerripouVanezes , that you do no evill, nor came not to vexe any, but were molt 
yajiant and happy, as they have feen in the Warres, being in your company For 
Which confideration, we trullthat our liberty foal! not be diminilhed but rather our 
own perfons, wives and families better preferved, and our houfes and husbandry not 
deitroyed. And in fome of his talke, the tears trickling down his cheeks, he befoughc 
Cortez to weigh that Tlaxcallan did never at any time acknowledge any fuperiour Lord 
or King, nor at any time had come any perfon among them to command, but only he 
Whom now they did voluntarily eled and choofe as their Superiour and Ruler Cortez 
much rejoyced with this ambafoage, and to fee fuch a mighty Captain, who comman¬ 
ded a-hundred.and fifty thoufand Souldiers, come unto his Campe to fubmit himfelfo 
judging it alfo matter of great weight to have that Common-wealth in fubjedion for 
the enterpnfq which he had in hand, whereby [he fully made an account that the 
Wars, were:-at an end, tothegreat contentation of him and his company ’and with 
peat fame.and reputation among the Indians, So with a merry and loving countenance 
heantwered,Jaying firll to theircharge, the hurt and damage which he had received in 
their Country, becaufe they refu fed atthe firftto hearken unto him, and quietly to 
fuffer him to etfter. into their'Countrey, as he had required and defired by his meflenoers 
font unto them from Zaclotan.i LYet all this notwithftanding he did both pardon "the 
lining of his cwk* Borfes, the alfaultingof him in the high way, and the lies which 
they had moftitfaftily ufed witlihim, (for whereas they themfelves fought againft him 
yet they laidlthe fault to others) , likewife their pretence to murther him in the ambufh 
prepared for/him (enticing, him:.to come to Their Town ) Without making firft defi¬ 
ance; accor*^g,to the law of Arms. Yet thefe injuries notwithftanding, he did lo~ 
vjngly receivenheir offer made in fiibje&ion to theEmpefour, and that very (hortly he 
would be with'him in T 'laxfaVan. At this ftutTe time there were Ambafladours from 
Montezuma wkhCcrtds, whogHyved much tofee the League that was now beginning 
between £\ie,‘liltx'calteca sandthe' Spaniards theyadvifed Cortez to give, no credit unto 
they meant nothing but tfeafon, and lies ; and to lock them up in 
JUxcaUati. ■ Cortez anfweredthe Ambafiadours, that althbtigh their advice were true 
yet he did.detetau'ne to go thither, for that he feared themleflein the Town then in 
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cUe field. They hearing this anfwer and determination, befought him to give unto 
one of them licence to return unto Mexico, to adyevtlk Montezuma of all that was paft 
with an anfwer to their ambaffage, promifing within fix dayes to have newes from 
Mexico , and till then prayed him not to depart with his Campe. Cortez granted their 
reqyeft, arid abode there the time appointed, expeding their anfwer, and within him- 
felt r.ejoycing to fee how the Mexicans began to fear, that his peace with the Tlazcal- 
tecd’s would be their ruine and deftrudion , as indeed afterwards it proved. In this 
mean feafon came many of tlaxcallan to the Campe, fome brought Turkey cockes, o- 
ther brought bread and cherries, with merry countenances, defiring them to goe home 
with them unto their houfes. Thefixtday theMwc/Mn Ambaffadour came according to 
promife, and brought unto Cortez ten jewels of gold, both rich and well wrought 
and fifteen thoufand garments of Cotten exceeding gallant,and moft earneftly befought 
him on the behalf of Montezuma, that he fhould not danger himfelf in trufting to the 
words of the tlaxcaltecd s, who were fo poor that with neceflity they would rob him 
of the things and prefents which his Mailer had fent him, yea and likewife murther 
him, knowing of the friendfhip between his Matter and him. At the very fame time 
all the chiefeft Lords of Tlaxcallan came to intreat him to goe with them to Tlaxcallan 
where he fhould be cherifhed, lodged and well provided : for it was a great difhonour 
and fhame unto them to permit fuch perfonages to abide in fuch vile cottages, as they 
were in. And if (laid they) you truft us not, then we are ready to give you’for your 
Security whatfoever pledges or gages you {hall demand. And they did both fwear and 
faithfully promife that they might fafely go with them; faying alfo that the Oath 
and Faith of their Common-wealth fhould never be broken for all the goods in the 
world. Thus was Cortez on both Tides earneftly folictted^ and intreated; the Mexicans 
fearing his League and friendfhip with the T laxQalteca’s, and thefe hoping that his 
friendfhip with them, would be their chief protection againft the tyranny of Montezu¬ 
ma. But Cortez aiming chiefly at the Empire of Mexico ,. which Montezuma his difTem- 
bled friendfhip would never help him to enjoy ; and feeing the goodwill of fo many 
gentlemen his new friends of tlaxcallan, the moft mortall enemies of Montezuma 
and likewife the Indians of lempoallan, of whom he had good credit, did fo import 
tune him, andafTure him of his going, he commanded his Fardage to be laden and 
alfo his Ordinance, and departed toward tlaxcallan, with as good order as it had 
been to a battail- and at the Tower where he had pitched his Camp,he left certain crofTes 
for a memory with a great heapof.ftones (which till this day remain in the place 
and my felfhave feen them) and entred into Tlaxcallan the eighteenth of September 
There came out fuch a multitude of people to fee him and to meet him in the way that 
it was a wonder to fee. He was lodged in the greateft Temple, which had’many 
great and fair lodgings fufficient for him and all his company, except the Indians of 
Zempoallan and Zachtan his friends, who were lodged in other Temples. He fet cer¬ 
tain limits, out of the which he commanded ftraitly that none of his company fhould 
paffe upon pam of death, and alfo commanded that they fhould take nothing but 
what fhould be given them. His commandement was well obferved, for none prefu¬ 
med togoeaftones call without his licence. The Indian Gentlemen {hewed great plea- 
fure and curtefie to the ftrangers, and provided them ofall things neceflary and ma¬ 
ny of them gave their daughters unto them in token of true friendfhip and likewife 
to have fruit of their bodies, to be brought up for the Wars, being fuch valiant'men 
Cortez being throughly fatisfyed of their, hearty good wils, demanded of them the 
eftate and riches of Montezuma , They exalted him greatly as men that had prove# 
Ins force. And as they affirmed it was near a hundred years, that they maintained- 
Warres with him and his Father Axaica, and others his Uncles and Grand-fa- 
thers ; they affined him alfo, that the gold and treafure of Montezuma was without 
a " d h \ s P Qw . er and dominion over all the land, and his people innumerable 1 ; 
/[ l ad Sc h f e joyneth fometimes two hundred thoufand men , yea and three 
hundred thoufand for one battail. And if it pleafed him, he would make as; many 
SSSif' £ r reof good witnefie, becaufe they had many. tiittfr 

fought with them. Cortez told them he was nothing difcoufaged at all that his powerp 
rf^. a ^° U I ney t0 ¥ exko ’ not ^nbting to oppo te Montezuma, if he fhould 
his tv? 61 himU u?u^ ay ' ? e P«>mifed them likewife that he would free them from 
y anny, and fubdue in his way all thofe Townes which were allied to the Mexico 








cans , and did any way annoy them and their Commonwealth. They pave him 
hearty thankes, alluring him to afiift him and accompany him to Mexico -and for 
the prefent oliered him twenty thoufand men, making a iolemhe League and Cove¬ 
nant never totorfake him. Thus was TUxcaRan lubdued and fworneto the power 
and command of the Spaniards , being in rhofe times one of the chiefelt, though 
not rieheft. Towns of America ; whole Inhabitans after clave moft faithfully to Cor¬ 
tez, and were chief inftruments for the lubduing of Mexico ; and therefore to this 
day are freed from tribute by the Kings of Spain , paying not the money which as a 
tribute tax is layed upon every Indian to be payed yearly, but only in acknow 
ledgment of fubjeteion they pay yearly one corne of M*iz , which is their Indian 
Wheat. This great Town of TlaxcaRan is properly in the Indian tongue as much 
as to fay, as bread well baked, for there is more Grain called Cemli gathered then in 
all the Province round about. In times haft the Town was called TexcaLn that 
is to fay, a Valley betwixt two hils. It is planted by a River fide, Which fprin«eth 
out of a hill called Atlancapetcc, and watereth the moft part of the Province,lnd from 
thehce ilfueth out into the South Sea, by ZdcatuHan. This ToWh hath four ghodlv 
ftreets , which are called Tepeticpac, OccteUleo, Ti tatUn , Shiahs: i it !ah. The firft 
ftreet ftandeth on high upon an hill, far from the River which may be about half a 
League, and betaule it ftandeth on a hill, it is called Tepeticpac, that is to fay a 
hill, and was the firft 'population, which was founded there oh high becaule of the 
Wars. An other ftreet is fituated on the hill fide towards the River • becaufe at 
the building thereof, there were many Pine flees, they named it Ocotehlio, which 
is to fay, A pine apple plat. This ftreet was beautifull, arid moft inhabited 
Of all the Town, and there was thechibfeft Market place, where all the buyin«and 
felling was ufed, and that place they called Tianquizt/i ■, in that ftredt was the dwel¬ 
ling houfe oiMaxixca. Along the River fide in the plain ftandeth another ftreet cal¬ 
led Tiktttktn, becaufe there is much Lime and Chalke. In this ftreet dwelled Ximek- 
catl , Captain Ge-nerall of the whole Commonwealth. There is another ftreet named 
by reafon of the brackifh water, Quiahuiztlan • but fince the Spaniards came thither, all 
thofe buildings are ahnoft altered; after a better fafofon, and built with ftone. In’the 
plain by the fiver fide ftandeth the To'Wn houfe,and other Offices,as in the City of Venice. 
This TlaXcallan was governed by Noble and rich men; they ufed not that one alone 
Ihould rule , but did rather flie from that Government as from tyranny, and therefore 
hated Montezuma as a tyrant. In their Wars (as I have Laid before)’ they had four 
Captains,which governed each one ftreet, of the which four they did ele<ft a Captain 
Generali. Alfo there were other Gentlemen, that were Under-captains, but a ftnall 
number. In the Wars they ufed their Standard to be carryed behind the Army, but 
When the battail Was to be fought,they placed the Standard, where all the Hofte mfoht 
fee it,and he that came not incontinent to his Antient, payed a penalty. Their Standard 
had two Croffe-bow Arrowes fet thereon, Which they efteemed as the Reliques of their 
Anceftours. This Standard two old Souldiers and valiant men, being of the chiefeft 
Cap cal ns, had the charge to carry, in the which an abufe of Soothfaying either 
of Ioffe orvidory was noted. In this order they foot one of thefe Arrowes againft 
the firft enemies as they met, and if with that Arrow they did either kill or hurt, it 
was a token that they foould have the vidory,and if it neither did kill nor hurt,then tfiey 
affuredly believed that they foould lofe the field. This Province or Lordlhip ofTlax- 
callan had 28 Villages and Towns, wherein were contained 150000 houfoolders. 
They are men well made, and were good Warriers, the like were not among the In¬ 
dians. They are very poor, and have no other riches, but only the Grain and 
Corn called Centli, and with the gain and profit thereof, they, do both clothe them- 
felvR, and provide all other neceffaries. They have many Market places, but the 
greateft and moft ufed dayly, ftandeth in the ftreet of Ocotelulco , which formerly was 
fo famous,that 20000 perfons came thither in one day to buy and fell, changing one 
thing for another, for they knew not what money rneaned. They have now and 
had formerly all kind of good policy in the Town; there are Goldfmiths, Feather- 
drelfers, Barbers, hot houfes, and Potters, who make as good earthen VelTels, as is 
ihade in Spain. The earth is fat and fruitful! for Corne, fruit andPafture, for among 
the Pinetrees groweth fo much graffe, that the Spaniards feed their Catteil there, which 
in Spain they cannot do. Within two Leagues of the Town ftandeth a round hill 
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offix milesofheight, and flveandforty miles incompaffe,and is nowftalled Sc. Barthoh - 
mews hill, where the (now freezeth. In times pall they called that hill Matealcucie , who 
was their God for water. They had alfo a God for Wine, who was named Ometochtli, 
for the great drunkeneffe which theyufed. Their chiefeilGod was called Camaxtlo] 
and by another name Mixcovatl , whofe Temple flood in the ftreet of Ocotelulco\ 
in the which Temple there was facrificed feme years above eight hundred perfons. in 
the Town they fpeak three languages, that is to fay, Nahualh, which is the Courtly 
fpeech, and chiefeft in all the Land of Mexico; another is called Otomir , which is moll 
commonly ufedin the Villages ; There i$ one only ftreet that fpeaketh Pinomer, which 
is the groffeft fpeech. There was alfo formerly in the Town a common Jayle* where 
felons lay in Irons, and all things which they held for fin, were there corrected. ’At the 
time that Cortez, was there, it happened that a townfmanftole from a Spaniard a little 
gold; whereof Com*, complained to Maxixca, who incontinent madeYuch enquiry, 
that the offender was found in Chololla , which is another great Town five Leagues from 
thence ; they brought the Pnfoner with the gold,and delivered him to Cortez, to do with 
him his pleafure. Cortez, would not accept him, but gave him thanks for his diligence; 
then was he carryed with a cryer before him, manifeltinghis offence, and in the Market 
place upon a Scaffold they brake his joyntswitha cudgell: the Spaniards marvelled to 
fee fuch ftrange juftice, and began to be more confident that as in this point they had en- 
devoured to pleafure and right them, fo likewife they fhould afterwards find them very 
forward to do their wils and pleafures for the better conquering of Mexico and Mon¬ 
tezuma. Ocotelulco an&Tizatlan, are the two ftreets which now are moft inhabited - In 
Ocotelulco ftandeth a Cloifter of Francifcan Fryers who are the Preachers of that Town * 
they have there joyning to their Cloifter a very fair Church,, tp which belong fome 
fifty Indian fingers, Organifts, players on Muficall Inftruments, Trumpeters and Waits 
who fet out the Maffe with a very fweet and harmonious Mulick, and delight the fan¬ 
cy and fenfes, while the fpirit is fad and dull, as little acquainted with God, who 
will be worfhipped in fpirit and in truth. In Tepeticpac. -and guiahuUtlan are two 
Chappels only, to which on the Lords Day , and upon other occafions the Fryers 
of the Cloifter refort to fay Maffe. In this Cloifter we were entertained a day and two 
nights with great provifion of Flefh and Fifh,..which is very pentifull by reafon of 
the River; The Fryers are allowed by the Town a dozen Indians who are free from 
other fervices only to fifh fob the Fryers. They change their turns by Weeks , 
four one Week and four another, except they be called upon for fome fpeciall oecafi- 
on, and then they leave all other work, and attend only with fifh upon the Fryers. 
The Town now is inhabited by Spaniards and Indians together ; and is the feat of a 
chief Officer of Juftice fent from Spain every three yeares, called Alcalde Major 
whofe power reacheth to all the Towns within twenty Leagues about. Befides him 
the Indians have likewife among themfelves. Alcaldes, Regidores and Alguaziles fupe- 
riour and inferiour Officers of Juftice appointed yearly by the Alcalde Major ’ who 
keeps them all in awe, and takes from them for his fervice as many as he pleafeth 
without paying anything for the fervice done unto him. The hard ufage of this Al¬ 
calde Major and other Spaniards hath much decayed that populous Town, which fhould 
rather have been cherifhed,then difheartned by the Spaniards ^ who by means of it gained 
all the reft of the Country. & 
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X I. 


Concluding the rejl of our journey from Jhxcalhn to Mexico, through the City 
of Angels, and Guacocingo. 

# “pHE next place moft remarkable in the Rode Wherein we travelled was the 
rJJ- . ut y c £ 1Ied by the Spaniards, La Puebla de los Angeles , the .City of Angels, 
lo the which,we were deiirous to goe, knowing that in it there was a Convent 
of Dominicans of our profeffion, not having met with any fuch fince the day we 
eparted from St. John de tllhua. Here we refrefhed our felves at leafure three 
ays, ndmg our felves very welcome to our own Brethren, who fpared nothing that 
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was fit for our entertainment. We vifitedall the City, and took large notice of it 
judging of the wealth and riches of it not only by the great Trading in it, but by the 
many Cloifters both of Nuns and Fryers, which it maintained, fuch being common¬ 
ly very burthenfome to the places where they live, an idle Kind of beggers who make 
the people believe the maintaining of them is meritorious and faving to their Souls, 
and that their prayers for them is more worth then the means and fuftenance which 
they receive from them. Of thefe there is in that City a very great Cloifter of forne fifty 
or threefcore Dominicans,another of more Francifcans, another of Auguftines, another 
of Mercenarians, another of difcalced Carmelites, another of jefuites, belides four 
of Nuns. This City is feated in a low and pleafant Valley, about ten leagues from a 
very high Mountain, which is alwayes covered with fnow; It ftandeth twenty leagues 
from Mexico , it was firft built and inhabited in the year 1530. by the command of 
Don Antonio de Mendoza Viceroy of Mexico, together with the confent of Sebailian 
Ramirez who was a Bifhop , and had been Prefident in time pail in Sto. Domingo , and 
was that year in (lead of Nmnio de Gunman (who had behaved himfelf very evill both 
with the Indians and Spaniards) fenttobe Prefident of the Chancery of Mexico with 
thefe other four Judges, the Licenciate fohn de Salmeron, Gafco jQuiroga, Francifco Cey- 
nos, and Alonfo Maldonado. Thefe Judges governed the land far better then Nu.nnio 
de Guzman before them had' done; and among other remarkable things they did, was 
to caufe this City to be inhabited; and fet at liberty the Indians who inhabited there 
before, and were grievoufly fuppreffed and inflaved by the Spaniards , and therefore, 
many of them departed from thence , who had inhabited there before, and went to 
feek their living at Xalixco , Honduras , Guatemala and other places, where Warre 
then was. This City was formerly called by the Indians Cuetlaxcoapan, that is to 
fay, a Snake in water; the reafon was, becaufe there are two Fountains, the one of 
evill water, and the other of good. This City is now a Bilhops Sea, whofe yearly 
Revenues fince the cutting off from it Xalappa de la Vera Crux , are yet worth above 
twenty thoufand Duckats; By reafon of the good and wholefome aire it dayly 
increafeth with Inhabitants, who refort from many other places to live there* 
but efpecially the year 1634. when Mexico was like to be drowned with the inun¬ 
dation of the lake, thoufands left it, and came with all their goods and Families to 
this City of the Angels, which now is thought to confift of ten thoufand Inhabi¬ 
tants. That which maketh it mod famous is the Cloth which is made in it, and is 
fent far and near , and judged now to be as good as the Cloth of Segovia , which 
is thebeft that is made in Spain , but now is not fo much efteemed of, nor fent fo 
much from Spain to America by reafon of the abundance of fine Cloth' which is made 
in this City of Angels. The Felts likevvife that are made, are the belt of all that Coun¬ 
try; there is likewife a glaffe houfe, which is there a rarity, none other being as yet 
known in thofe parts. But the mint houfe that is in it, where is coyned halfe the 
Silver that cometh from Sacatecas, makes it the fecondto Mexico ; and it is thought 
that in time it will be as great and populous as Mexico. Without it there are many 
Gardens, which ftore the Markets with provifion of Sallets; the foil abounds with 
Wheat, and with Sugar Farmes; among the which not far from this City there 
is one fo great and populous (belonging to the Dominican Fryers of Mexico) that for 
the work only belonging unto it, it maintained in my time above two hundred black- 
more (laves men and women befides their little children. The chief Town between 
this City of Angels , and Mexico , is called Guacocingo confifting of fome five hundred. 
Indians , and one hundred Spaniards Inhabitants. Here is likewife a Cloifter of Fran-, 
cifcans, who entertained us gallantly, and made (hew unto us of the dexterity of 
their Indians in Mufick. Thofe fat Fryers wanted not like the red all provifion ne~ 
ceffary for the body. But their greateft glory and boafting to us was the education 
which they had given to fome children of the Town, efpecially fuch as ferved them 
in their Cloifter, whom they had brought up to dancing after the Spanijb falhion at 
the found oftheGuitarra. And this a dozen of them ( the biggeft not being above 
fourteen years of age ) performed excellently for our better entertainment that night; 
we were there till midnight, finging both Spanijh and Indian tunes, capering and 
dancing with their Caftannettas, or knockers on their fingers, with fuch dexterity, as 
not only did delight, but amaze andaftoni(h us. True it is, we thought thofe Fran- 
cifcans might have been better imployed at that time in their Quire at their midnight. 
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devotions according to their profeflion; but we ftill found vowed religious duties more 
and more negletted, and worldlineffe too too much imbraced, by fuch as had renounced 
and forfaken the world and all its pleafures, fports and paftimes. 

This Town of Guacocmgo is almoft as much as Tlaxcallan priviledged by the Kings 
of Spain; for that it joyned with Tlaxcallan againft the Mexicans , 111 defence of Her¬ 
nando Cortez and the reft of the Spaniards that firft conquered that land. Thefe oiGua- 
cocingo being confederate with the Inhabitants of Tlaxcallan, Chololla, and Huacacolla 
ftrongiy defended the inhabitants of Chaleo , when they fent to Cortez for fuccor dec ta¬ 
ring that the Mexicans made great fpoil among them. Which fuccour Cortez at that 
time not being able to fend them • being bufied in fending for his Vergantines to befiege 
Mexico by water as well as by land, he remitted them to the helpe of the Thxcdtecds 
and unto thefe of Guacocingo, Chololla , and Huacacolla; who Ihewed great valour 
as yet never buried in oblivion, in relieving Chaleo againft the ftrength , and power 
of Montezuma, which had ifiuedoutof Mexico , to keep the Spaniards from drawing 
near unto that City. For that fad: is this Town with the others fore-mentioned un¬ 
till this day priviledged and highly efteemed of the Spaniards. From hence we made 
our laft journey to the City of Mexico , palling over the fide of that high hill which we 
had diftovered at the City of Angels , fome thirty miles off. There are no Aipes like 
unto lC'for height, cold, and conltant fnow that lyeth upon it. From Spain to that 
place we had not felt any fuch extremity of cold, which made the Spaniards that had 
come out of the hot climate of Spain, and endured exceffive heat at Sea wonder and 
admire. This laft journey from Guacocingo to Mexico we reckoned to be thirty Endith 
miles, and of the thirty miles we judged at leaft the fifteen to be up and down the hill • 
and yet the top of it ( whither we afeended not) was far higher. From that hfoheft 
part of it which we travailed over, we difeovered the City of Mexico, and the lake a- 
bout!t, which feemedtous to be near at hand. Handing fome ten Emlul miles in a 
plainfrom the bottome of this mountain. When Hernando Cortez went the fecond 
time from Tlaxcallan toMexjco ,' to befiegeithy land and by water, with Vergantines 
which for that purpofe he had caufed to be made, on the fide of this mountam were 
his land Forces lodged where many had periled with cold, had it not been for the 

Sf. W0 ° d , wb ‘ ch tbey f °“ ndther "- But in th f truing he afeended upwards on 
this hill, and fent his fcout of four Foot-men and four Horfemen to difeover who 
found the way flopped with greattrees newly cut down by the Mexicans, and placed 
croflewife in the; way. But they thinking that yet forwards it was not fo, proceeded 
forth as well as they might, till at length the let with great huge Cedars was fuch thac 
they could pa JTe no further, and with this news were forced to return, certifying Cortez 
th wi he ^° r t'!fr n C ° U d noc Paffe that way in any wife. CW demanded of them 
whether they had feen any peopkj they anfweredNo. Whereupon he proceeded for¬ 
ward, with all the Horfe-men, and a thoufand Foot-men, commanding all the refidue of 
h u A u u Y t0 folloW him Wlth as much f P eed as b<b; fo that with that comoanv 

which he carried with him, he made way, taking away the trees that were cut down to 
S? 1 W pa ? §Cj andlnthls order in fhort time palled his hoft without any hurt or 
danger, but with great pain and travail; for certainly if the Mexicans had been there to 
defend that paffage; the Spaniards had not patted; for it was Jhen a very evill wav 
St hhndeZh ^ ea /H a [rJ le °P e « r< > d ^, where Mules laden with wares from 
the fame iXlZl t \ rm f da ‘ ly andthe M *xicans alfo thought 

carelZ f f with the trees which were croffedthe way, whereupon they were 
T l f j P Ia f e » and attended ^eir coming in plain ground • for from Tlaxcal- 

fhinn rbfrT are tbr£ J ^ > of the which Cm*. chofe the worft, imagining the 
from § r£ emard A S T,’ or elfe (ome hadadvifed him howthat way was clear 
the whoir^mv ^ defcent of . thls hl11 ^ ortez - abode and refted himfelf, till all 
hSJ tIhevdeSd T fi° me Jl Cther ’ t0 defcend down into the plain; for from 
thofe who 7 had attend A? . bea ^ 0ns . oft h e ir enemies in fundry places, and all 
gether^ think! tl^ the,r , com ! ng by the 0ther two wayes, were now gathered to- 
- ^r travellers'bvreafon^f^ 1 ^^ 6111 ^ brid § es ( which are in the plain made 
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antiquities newly refrefhed by the objeft of the hill and plain beneath, make that cold 
and hard paffage more comfortable and eafie unto us. The firft Town we came to be¬ 
low the hill, was Quabutipec, of the jurifdi&ion of Tezcuco; where we alfo called to 
mind,that this was the place, near unto which was pitched the Campe of the Indians 
of Culhua , which was near a hundred thoufand men of Warre; who were fent by the 
Senioursof Mexico zn&Tezcuco to encounter Cortez.-, but all in vain,for his Horfe-men 
broke through them, and his Artillerie made fuch havock among them, that they were 
foon put to flight. 

Three leagues from hence on our right hand as we travailed, we difcovered Tezcuco 
by the fide of the lake, and out df the Rode; yet it miniftred unto us matter of a 
large difcburfe, taken from the time of Cortez and the firft Conquerers, who found 
it a great City, and at that time even as big as Mexico-, though in it Cortez met with 
no refiftance ; for as he journeyed towards it, four principall perfons inhabitants of 
it met with his forces, bearing a rod of gold with a little flag in token of peace, fay¬ 
ing that Coacuacoyocin their Lord had fent them to defire him not to make any’ fpoi! 
in his City, and Towns about it j and likewile to offer his friendlhip, praying alfo 
that it might pleafe him with his whole Army to take his lodging in the Town of 
Tezcuco , where he fhould be well received. Cortez rejoycing at this meffage, yet jea¬ 
lous of fome treachery, arid miftruftingthe people of Tezcuco ( whofe forces joyned 
with the Mexicans arid Culhuacans he had met with a little before ) went forward on 
his way and’came to §>nahutichan and Huaxuta (which then were fuburbs of the great 
City Tezcuco, but now are petty Villages by themfelves) where he and all his hoft were 
plenteoufly provided of all things neceffary, and threw down the Idols. This done 
he entred into the City, where his lodging was prepared in a great houfe, fufficient 
for him and all the Spaniards, with mfny other his‘Indian friends. Andbecaufe that 
at his firft eritry, he faw neither women nor children, he fufpd&ed fometreafon, and 
forthwith proclaimed upon pain of death that none of his men fhould goe out. In 
the evening the Spaniards went up into the Zoties and galleries to behold the City, and 
there they faw the great number of Citizens that fled from thence with their ftuffe,fome 
towards the mountaines, and others to the water fide to take boat, a thing ftrange 
to fee the great hafte and ftirre to |pr ovi'fle for themfelves. There were at that time at 
leaft twenty thoufand little boats (called Ca'noas) occupied in carrying houfhold-ftuffe 
and paffengers- Cortez would fain have remedied it, but the night was fo nigh at 
hand, that he could not. He would gladly alfo have apprehended the Lord, but he 
was one of the firft that fled unto Mexico. The Town of Tezcuco to this day is fa¬ 
mous among the Spaniards ; for that it was pne of the firft, if not the firft (which ac¬ 
cording to the Hiftbries of thofe parts is very probable) that received a Chriftian King 
to rule and govern. For Cortez hearing that Coacuacoyocin then King of that City and 
Townes adjacent was fled, caufed many of the Citizens to be called before him, and 
having in his company a young gentleman of a Noble houfe in that countrey, who had 
been lately chriftened, and had to nam e Herdtkdo ( Cortez being his God-father, who 
loved him well) faid unto the Citizens, that this new Chriftian Lord Don Hernando 
was fonne unto Nezavalpincintli their loving Lord, wherefore he required them to 
•make him their King, corifidering that Coacuacoyocin was fled unto the enemies, lay¬ 
ing alfo before them his wicked farit in killing of Cacuza his own brother, only to 
put him from his inheritance and Kingdome, through the enticement of Qpahutimoccin 
a mortall enemy to the Spaniards. In this fort was that new Chriftian Don Hernando 
elededKing, and the fame thereof being blown abroad, many Citizens repaired home 
again to vifite their rieW ’Prince, fo that in fhort fpace the City was as. well replenifhed 
with people as it was before, and being alfo well ufed at the Spaniards hands, they 
fervea them diligently in all things that they were commanded. And Don Hernando 
abode ever after a faithfull friend unto the Spaniards in their Wars againft Mexico, and 
in fhort time learned the Spanijh tongue. And foon after came the inhabitants of 
Quahutichan , Huaxuta , arid Autenco to fubmit themfelves, craving pardon if in any 
thing they'had offended. ; Within two dayes after Don Hernando was made King of this 
great City and T errftory belonging to it (whofe borders reach unto the borders of 
Tlaxcallan ) came certain gentlemen of Huaxuta and Quahutichan, to certifie unto him, 
how all the power of the Mexicans was coming towards them, and to know if it were 
his pleafure,thac they fhould carry their wives, children and other goods into the 
E a mown- 
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mountains, or eMe to bring, them % W$ iGtombfar 

the King God-child and fav^j^hrade, gnfo,-j3h<#m this, apftfgr^. .fay«ig V; #g ; ye 
of good courage , and (ear .ye not.:.. jMO: ; ypp to cpxnrawi^jyonp •'wwas-Apd 

families to make no alteration, but rat-hpip flpietl'y to,abide in-yourhours', 
cerningthe enemies I am gjad of their copungj. for yefhall fee' hw-1. will’ *4e4i’-!waftli 
theniJ But the enemies: went not to ^«4^<!/M,,as4f-. wa,s.thought; nevertheJeffe^^ 
having intelligence where. they were, went out< to encounter them , with two pieces..of 
Ordinance, twelve Horfemen and two hundred Spaniards , and with many Indim *'®f 
Tla.^Man. He fought with the enegiy,.,; aqd fle.w puyfew, fpr-they fled to the wper, 
and Ip efcaped ip their Camas. Thusdid<£wTps. fy-fcczmto defend himfelf-anddfeiends 
from the great power of ^Mefcicm's^afe dayly attempted to. he revenged on him, 
and the new Chriftian King whom he had made. But Cortez thinking that place, the 
mod: convenient to lanch his Vergantincs to the water, and hearing that they were ij- 
ruftiedat TlaxcaEoft , fent Gonzalo.fa'Savdoval to bring them fwtQ< Tlaxpa/lan '- w ho 
at the border of that Province met, with them being brought in pieees,as tables, planks 
and nayles, with all other furniture, the which eight thoufand men carried upon, their 
backes. There came alfo. for their copdpft twenty . thoufand men of \Var, and a 
thoufand Tamemez , who were the Carriers of viduals. and fervapts., Chichimecatnl 
a principall and valiant Indian and'jplgtam of a thoufand men had thp Rey?-gard! 
And Tupitil and Teutecatl, very principall gentlemen, had the Vant-gard with ten 
thoufand men. In the midft were placed the Tamemez , and a bp fe that carried, the 
Foyft with all the apparel! of the .Vergantincs. .Before thofe two Captains went.a 
hundred Spaniards, and eight Horfe-men, find behind, and Jpfticame fynzal? de San¬ 
doval with all therefidue, andfevep JKorfetpep. Thus cljey ypok fheir i( way. towards 
Tezcuco , with a marvellous noife 4 , cryi^ : ,. fdturifti^^s Tja W( t!ian , 

Tlaxcallan , and Spain. When they faqae;to Zfcfwf, they Aptyed ip in verygped 
order, with the found of Drummes, Snai^e^^qd cither }(^ y^pfets • 

and againft their entry into the City, t^y p^-ftg,#, t^r bravery of clofW?* and 
buflies of feathers, which w?s a gallant fight* ^ wei^ii^howsai entringiinfO:. the 
Town keeping their array. At tfae.W $ | 1 %W. Prances,' c S me MW 

and offer their ferviceunfoCflrff^,foipe^r%-of deftru^ioh, and others ftp? ^.ha¬ 
tred which they bare to the Mexican ; lo. tpjt .iafryf Qortepo was;jlr©ng*both^§h)ii^- 
niards and Indians-, and his Court at Te^m was {i$. great, ,or greater then. M^faezu- 
ma s formerly had beenat Mexico. < ^nd.^ere made his,preparation foyjthgfiege 

of Mexico with all haft, and furnifhecf himfejfiwith . haling ladders, a^d other-npppf- 
fariesfitfor fuch a piirpofe. His Yprganrines'beihg nayl’pd and throughly endpft hp nqtde 
afluce, or trench of halfe a league of length,, twelve foot broad apd more,.and two 
fadome in depth. This worke was'fifty dayes a doing, although there, were four 
hundred thoufand men daily working } truly a; farads work and worthy of memory 
which hath made Tezcstco. glpriQuRymcntipned,:thQugh now almofty decayed in the 
.great number of inhabitants. Thelfc>& or Trench', being thus finilhfd, the fegan- 
IJP.es-were calked with towe and cotton wooll, and- for want pff Tallow a^ oyle 
, t|iey were (as fome Authors report VcWyen; txj, W* gregfe; ngy fe Cmw* Wh 

mitted them to flay men for that effect,, but of ffofe which were flait* in the-Warres 
and 6f fuch as rallied dayly out pf^wcphigdef, this wprk v and fighting wqi*r llajn’ 
The Indians, who were crueir.andblpudy Butchers,ufing facniiceofmans ftefb.wpuld vn 
this fort open the dead body aiul take putthe greaft. The yej^antines being;.inched, 
Cortez muftered his meo, and foupd oipe hundted.lspaniasds.,. of the which w^e four- 
fcore and fix Horfe-men and a.hundred imd ei^teen with, rrpffe.bowes, and,Harga- 
bufes; and all the refidue had fiipdry weapons;,, as Swords, Daggers^ 


" 7...«uu*vu wciguL ui puwuer, wiui itore eg r i^ot, beiKtes a pur 

Indians nien ofWarre. On WhitfundaypUthp Spaniards came, intpithe fieJd, that 
great plain below the high mountain fpoken ,pt before-, where Com* made t&ee 
a ? Tc’ Wg whorp ft? divided Ids, .whole Arpiy. .^q frdm fa 4 lva- 
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. him to ; capjp^, W$ifflop f 0, Ui$q ^4^^. the fecond Cpptam 
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he gave three and thirty horfemen, and a hundred and eighteen footmen of the Spanilt* 
Nation, two Pieces of Ordinance, and thirty thoufand Indians, and appointed him to 
pitch his campe in Culhuacan. To Gonzalode Sandoval , who was the third Captain, 
he gave three and twenty horlemen, and a hundred and threefcore footmen, two 
pieces of Ordinance, and forty thoufand Indians , with Commiflion ,to choofe a 
place to pitch his campe. In every Vergantine he planted apiece of Ordinance, fi£ 
Harquebuftes, or Crofle-bowes, and three and twenty Spaniards, men molt fit for that 
purpofe. He appointed alfo Captains for each, and himfelf for Generali, whereof 
fome ofthechiefeit of his Company began to murmur, that went by Land,’ thinking 
that they had been in greater danger; wherefore they required him to go’ with the 
main battail, and not by water. Cortez, little efteemed their words* for although 
there was more danger in the land then in the water, yet it did more import to have 
greater care in the Warres by water, then on the land, becaufe his men had been in 
the one, and not in the other. Befides the chiefelt hopes that Cortez, had to winne 
Mexico , were thefe Veflels, for with them he burned a great part of the Canoa's of 
Mexico , and the reft he fo locked up, that they were no help unto the Mexicans , 
and with twelve only Vergantines he did annoy his enemy as much by water, as the 
reft of his Army did by land. All this preparation for the fiege of Mexico by land 
and water, with above a hundred thoufand Indians , befides the Spaniards above men¬ 
tioned , and the twelve Vergantines by water, was finiflied in this City of Tezcuco, 
which is a fufficient argumentof the greatnefle of it at that time, maintaining with Pro- 
vifion fit and necefiary fo many thoufands of people, and it yeelded matter enough 
unto us for a large difcourfe, whilftnot far from the fight of it we travelled in the o- 
pen and direcft plain Rode to Mexico. And as we talked ofthegreatneffeofitin for¬ 
mer times, fo likewife we now wondered to confider it to be but a fmall Govern¬ 
ment , where doth conftantly refide a Spanijb Governour fent from Spain , whofe 
power reacheth to thofe borders of Tlaxcallan and Guacocingo, and to moft of the pet¬ 
ty Towns and Villages of the plain, which were formerly under the command and 
power of a King; but now are not able to make up above a thoufand Duckatsa year, 
which is fuppofed to be the yearly revenues of the Governour; and Tezcuco it felf this 
day judged to confift only of a hundred Spaniards , and three hundred Indian Inhabi¬ 
tants, whofe chief riches come by gardening , and fending dayly in their Carnal 
Herbesand Sallets to Mexico. Some wealth likewife they get by their Cedar trees which 
grow there, and are ready timber for the buildings of Mexico. Yet now alfo are thefe 
Cedars much decayed by the Spaniards , who have wafted and fpoiled them in their 
too too fumptuous buildings. Commonly was accufed by PamfiliodeNarvez, for that 
he had fpent feven thoufand beames of Cedar trees in the wprk of his own houfe. 
Gardens there were in Tezcuco formerly, that had a thoufand Cedar trees for wals 
and circuite, fome of them of a hundred and twenty foot Iong,and twelve foot in com- 
pafle from end to end; but now that Garden that hath fifty Cedar trees about it, is 
much regarded. At the end of this plain wepaffed through Mexicalcingo, which for¬ 
merly was a great Town, but now not of above an hundred Inhabitants, and from 
thence to Guetlavac, a petty Village, yet moft pleafant for the {hade of many fruit trees. 
Gardens, and ftatelyhoufes which for their recreation fome Citizens of Mexico have 
built there, being at the foot of theCawfey which from this Town through the Lake 
reacheth about five Englijh miles to Mexico. And thus upon the third day of Ottober; 
1625. we entred into that famous and gallant City, yet not abiding in it, but only 
palling through it; till we came to a houfe of recreation, {landing among the Gardens in 
the way to Cbapultepee, named Saint facintho, belonging to the Dominicans of Manila in 
the Eaft-India’s, (whither our courfe was intended) where we were ftately entertained, 
and abode till after Candlemafte day, the time of our fecond {hipping at Acoapulce, (8q 
leagues from Mexico) by the Sonth-Sea to Manila the chief Gty of the Iflands named 
Philippinas. 
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Chap. XII. 

Shewing fome particulars of the great and famous City of Mexico in former 
times , with a true defeription of it now and of the State and condition of it 
the year 162 5. 

I T hath been no fmall piece of Policy in the Fryers and Jefuites of Manila and : the 
Iflands of Philippine to purchafe near about Mexico, fome houfe and Garden to car¬ 
ry thither fuch Milfionary Priefts as they yearly bring from Spain for thofe parts. For 
were it not that they found fome reft and place of Recreati6n,but were prefently clofed 
up in the Cloiftersof Mexico to follow thofe religious duties (which fore againft theif 
wilsmoftofthemare forced to) they would foon after a tedious journey from Spain by 
fea and land relent of their purpofes of going forward, and Venturing upon a fecond 
voiage by the South Sea; and would either refolve upon a return to Spain, or of ftaying 
in fome part of America ; as my felf and five more of my company did, though fecretly 
and hiddenly, and fore againft the will of Fryer Calvo and others, who had the tutoring 
and conducing of us. Therefore that all fuch as come from Spain to be flapped again at 
Accapulco for Philippine, may have all manner of incouragerrtent, reft and recreations 
becoming their Profeflions, whtleft they do abide in America; and may not be diflieart- 
ned by thofe that live about Mexico , (who do truly envy all that paffe that way to Jfid) 
the Fryers and Jefuites have purchafed for their Millions houfes of Recreation among the 
Gardens, which are exempted from the power and command of the Superiors of Mexi¬ 
co, and are fubordinate untp the Gpvernment-of the Provincials of Philippine, who 
fend from thence their fubftitute Vicars to rule, and to look to the forementioried houfes 
and Gardens. To the Dominicans belonged thishOufe called St. facintho, whither we 
were carried, and where we did abide near five mointhes, having all things provided that 
were fit and neceftary for otir Recreations,and for ofir better encouragement to a fecond 
voia ge by Sea. The Gardens belonging to this hOufe might be of fifteen Acres of ground, 
divided into flhady walkes under the Orange and Lemmon trees; there we had the 
Pomegranates, Figges, and Grapes in abundance, with the Plantin, Sapotte, Chicofa- 
potte. Pine-fruit, and all other fruits that were td be Found in Mexico. The Merbes and 
Sallets, and great number ofSpaniJh Car does which- were fold out, brought in a great 
Rent yearly 5 for every day there was a Girt attended to be filled and fent to the Marker 
of Mexico ; and this not at ftafOns of the year, as here in England and other parts of 
Europe, but at all times and ftafons, both Winter and Summer, there being no differ¬ 
ence of heat, cold, frofts and fitOw, as with us; but the fame temper all the whole year 
the Winter differing onlv from the Summer by the rain that falS, and not by ex’ 
ceffive frofts that nip. This We enjoyed without dores; but within we had all forts and 
Varieties both Of fifh and flefh. What tnoft we wondred at, was the abundance of fweet 
meats; and efpecially of Conferves that were provided for us; for to every one of us 
during the time of our abode there, was brought on Munday morning half a doxtfi 
Boxes of Conferve of Quinces, and other fruits, befides our biskets,to ftay our ftomachs 
in the mornings and at Other times of the day,- for in our ftomachs we found a great 
difference between Spain and that Country. For in Spain and other parts of Europe 
a mans ftottiach will hold out from meal to meal, and one meal here of good cheer 
will nourifh and cherifli theftomach four and twenty homes; But in Mexico and 0- 
ther parts Of America we found that twOOr three houres after a good meal of three 
or four feverall difires of Mutton, Veal or Beef, Kid, Turkeys or other Fowles, out 
ftomachs would be ready to faint, and fo we were fain to fupport them with eft 
ther a cup of Chocolatte, or a bit of Conferve or Bisket, which for that purpoft was 
allowed us in great abundance. This feemed to me fo ftrange (whereas the meat 
.PJr a9 * at an< * hearty, excepting the Beef, as ours in Europe) that I for fome fa- 
tisfaaion prefently had recourfe to a Doftor of Phyfick; who cleared my doubt with 
tms anlwer, I hat though the meat we fed on was as fair to look on, as in Spain ; 
yet thelubitanceandnourifhmentin it came far fhort of it, by reafon of the pafture, 
which is dryer and hath not the change offprings which the paftures of Europe have, 
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b , uc ‘ s fhort and withers loon away. But fecondly, he cold me that thTcd^T^f 
thole parts bad this effed, to produce a fair Ihew, but little matter or lubiiar.ee. As 
in the flefh we ted on- folikewife in all the fruits there, which are moft fair and beau- 
titull to behold moil fweec and lufcious to tafie, but little inward virtue or nounfr 
mentat all nr them rot haife that is in a Sffimfk Camaefa, or EmUJh. Kentifh Pippin’ 
And asm meat, and iruit there isin this inward and hidden deceit, fo likewile the fame 
is to be found in the people that are born and bred there, who make fair outward 
fhewes but are inwardly falfe and hollow hearted. Which I have heard reported much 
among the Spaniards to have, been the anfwer of our Queen El.sa.abet hoi Em land to 
Ibrne that prefented unto her of the fruits of America, that lurely where thofe fruits srew 
the women were lighted all the people hollow and falfe hearted. But further reaionci 
onut to fetch into; for.thts of experience only I write, which caught me that little fat- 
ftance and virtue is in the great abundance^ variety of food which there i s enioved" 
our ftomachs witneflmg this truth,which ever and anon were gaping and crying F-ed’ 
feed. Our Conferves therefore and dainties were plentifully allowed us- and all other 
incouragements, and nooccafion denied us of going to viftt Mexico, (which was not 
two full miles from us) all the while we aBode there, ft'was a pleafant walke for us> 
togo out in the mornm&and tofpendall thedayinthe City and come home at: night- 
ourway lying by Arches made offtone, three miles long to convey the Water, from' 
Chapa/tepee unto the City. Take therefore, gentle Reader, from me what for the fpace 
of five months! could learn concerning it in former and prefent times.' The rftunj 
tion of this City is much like that of Venice ; but only differs in this, that Venice-hi 
built upon the Sea-water and Mexico upon a lake, which feeming one, indeed is two • 
one part whereof is Handing water-the other ebbeth and floweth, according to the wind' 
that bloweth. That part which lbndeth, is wholefome, good and fweet and veel- 
eth ftore of fmall filh. That part which ebbeth and floweth, is a faitifh ’ bitter and ; 
peltfteroiis water, yeetding no kind of fifh, fmall or great. The fweet water Han’deth 
higher then the other, and falleth into it, and reverteth not backward,as Tome conceive 
it doth The fait Lake contained fifteen miles in breadth, and fifteen in. length ani 

more then five and forty in circuit; and the Lake of fweet water containeth even as 
much, in fuch/ort that the whole Lake containeth much about a hundred miles. The 
Spaniards are divided in opinions concerning this water and the fprings of it - fome 
hold that all this water hath but one fpring out of a great and high Mountain’which 
ftandeth Southwell within fight of Mexico, and that the caufe thit the one part of the' 
Lake is brackilb or faltifh, is that the bottom or ground is all fait - But however thisf 
opinion be true or falfe, certain it is and by experience lean witneffe that of that part.' 
of the fait water great quantity ofSaltisdaylymade, and is part of the great Trading! 
of that City into other parts of the Country, nay it is fent part of it tex the -Philippi,£ 
Iflands. Others fay that this Lake hath two fprings, and that the fr elh water fprinaech 
out of that mountain which ilandeth Southwell from Mexico and the fait brackiflf 
water fprmgeth out of other high Mountaines which Hand more Northweft • But 
thefe give no reafon for the fakneffe of it , without it be the agitation of it in the ebd 
bing and flowing; which not being with tides like the Sea, but with the winds on4 
ly (which indeed make it as ftormy fometimes as is the Sea) why may not the winds 
produce the fame effe&in the frelh water Lake? I think rather, if it fpring from a 
different fpring from that from whence fpringeth the frelh water, the brackilhnelfe 
andfaltilhneffe ofitmay proceed from fome brackilh and fulphurous minerals through 
which, it palieth in thofe Mountains. For by experience I know the like in the Pro¬ 
vince of Guatemala, where by a Town called Amatitan , there is a Handing Lake of 
water not altogether fweet and frelh,but a little brackilh, which certainly hath its fpring 
m)m a hery Mountain called there a Vclean, (whofe burning proceeds from the Mines 
or brimfionethat are within it) from whence fpring near the lame Town likewife 
two or three fprings of exceeding hot water, which are reforted to for wholefome 
bathes, as coming through a fnlphurous mine, and yet the Handing Lake proceeding 
from the fame Mountain is of that quality that it maketh the ground about it fait ajnd 
efpecially in the mornings the people go to gather up the fait which lyeth upon the 
ground by the water fide like unto a hoary froH. But thirdly, others conceive that that 
P k rt M ftI [ e Lake of Mexico wtlicb is faitifh and brackilh comes through the earth from 
the North Sea; and though fprings of wat«r which come from the Sea lofe their 
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bracki(hneffcTthrough the earth, yet this may keep fome brackifhnefle by reafon of 
the minerals, which are many in thofe parts; or by reafon of the great, wide and o- 
pen concavities of thofe mountains, which being very hollow within (as we find by 
experience of the Earthquakes which are more frequent there then here by reafon of 
the wind that getteth into thofe concavities, and fo fhakes the earth to get out) give no 
way to the water to fweeten through the earth, or to lofe all that faltneffe which it 
brought with it from the Sea. But whatfoever the true reafon be, there is not the like 
Lake known of fweet and laltifti water, one part breeding filh, the other breeding none 
at all. This Lake had formerly fome fourfcore Towns, fome lay more, fituated round 
about it- many of them containing five thoufand houlholds, and fome ten thoufand , 
yea and Tezcuco (as I have faid before) was as bigas Mexico. But when I was there, 
there might be thirty Towns and Villages about it, and fcarceanyof above five hun¬ 
dred houfholds between Spaniards and Indians ; fuch hath been the hard ufage of 
the Spaniards towards them, that they have even almoft confumed that poor Nation. 
Nay two years before I came ff om thofe parts, which were the years of 1635. and 1636. 
I was credibly informed that a million of Indians lives had been loft in an indeavour 
of the Spaniards to turn the water of the Lake another way from the City, which was 
performed by cutting a way through the Mountains, for to avoid the great inundati¬ 
ons that Mexico was fubjed unto, and efpecially for that the year 1634. the waters grew 
fo high that they threatned deftrudion to all the City, ruinating a great part, and corn¬ 
ing into the Churches that fiood in the higheft part of it, in fo much that the people 
ufed commonly boats and Canoas from houfe to houfe. And moft of the Indians that 
lived about the Lake were imployed to ftrive againft this ftrong Element of water , 
which hath been the undoing of many poor wretches, but efpecially of thefe thirty 
Towns and Villages that bordered near upon the Lake; which now by that great work 
is further from the houfes of the City;and hath a paflage made another way, though it 
was thought it would not long continue, but would find again, its old courfe towards 
Mexico. This City when Cortez, firft entred into it, (was as fome fay) of fixty, but more 
probably it is reported to have been of fourfcore thoufand houfes. Montezuma his 
palace was very great, large and beautifull, which in the Indian language was named 77 - 
pac ; and that had twenty doors or gates, which had their outcoming into the com¬ 
mon ftreets. It had three Courts; and in the oneftood a fair fountain, manyhals, 
and a hundred chambers of three and twenty, and thirty foot long, an hundred 
bathes, and hot hoyfes; and all this without nailes, yet very good workmanfhip. 
The wals were made of Mafons work, and wrought of Marble, Iafpe, and other 
black ftone, withveines of red, like unto Rubies and other ftones, which glittered very 
fair; the roofs were wrought of Timber, and curiou fly carved, being of Cedar, Cy¬ 
pres’, and Pine tree; the Chambers were painted, and hung with cloth of Cotton, and 
of Coneys hair and feathers. The beds only were unfeeming this great ftate, very 
poor and of no value, fuch as to this day the beft and richeft Indians* uk; for they 
wear nothing but mantles laid upon mattes, or upon hay, or elfe mattes alone. With¬ 
in this Palace lived a thoufand women, nay fome affirme three thoufand, reckoning 

S entlewomen, fervants andflaves, all together; but the moft were principall Indians 
aughters; of whom Montezuma took for himfelf thofe that liked him beft, and the 
other he gave in marriage to gentlemen his fervants. It is credibly reported among 
the Spaniards that he had at one time a hundred and fifty women his wives with 
child, who commonly took medicines to caft their creatures, becaufe they knew that 
they fliould not inherit the State; and thefe had many old women to guard them, for 
no man was permitted to look upon them. Befides this Tepac , which fignifieth 
Palace, Montezuma had yet in Mexico another houfe with very curious lodgings and fair 
Galleries, built upon pillars of Iafpe, which looked towards a goodly Garden, in 
the which there were at leaft a dozen Ponds, fome of fait water for Sea fowles, and o- 
thers of frelh water for River fowles and Lake fowks, whicli Ponds were devifed 
with Sluces to empty and to fill at pleafure for the cleannefle of the Fowles feathers; 
and thefe Fowles are faid to have been fo many in number, that the Ponds could 
fcarcely hold them, and of fuch feverall forts, and of fuch ftrange and various coloured 
feathers, that the moft of them the Spaniards knew not, nor had at any time feenthe 
like: There did belong to that houle above three hundred perfons of fervice, who 
had their feverall charge concerning thefe Fowles; fome had care to cleanfe the Pond?; 
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toe Wic;©4liers lbJyW ttemiwwfemeac^nd to every kind of 
mkWMri wont to feedaftntlif fields or. rivers; others' did 
jfiitn sMf;fes?^rseftthfifsj*ad *am©.laok fo theireg'ges^otkers to fet them abrood • and 
■W #l|pffifg^ya*:fo f plyijk die feathers'- for of dfe-mwefo made-rich mantles tapi- 
:ib% wrgetsof foathere, and many other thiogswrought with gold and filver. 

Beftde.Sf thisJi'Qufp £ Mme^wa bad. yet amrhetvhoufe within Mexico, appointed 
-only foe hawking .fowlfes, 4 nd, fowles of-rapine. .frewbich- houfe there were many 
high Hals, wherein were kept men, women,! and'children, fueh as : were dwaries 
C5Qokrba<k*>for any monftrous perfoos,. and jvtohi tliemTucht. as were, horn white 
of colour, wfoch did very .feldoaie happera-. !nfy, fame, would deform their chil¬ 
dren on purpofe to have them earned:DO the.fongshotilfeto help, to let forth his great, 
nefl^by their deformity. In thelowerhals of this baufe there were Cages for fowl's 
of rapine of all forts, as Hawkes, Kites, Boyt,ers (which are very many in thofe 
-parts) and of the Hawkes near a dozen fundry kindes of them. This houfc had for dai¬ 
ly allowance five hundred Turkey cocks, andthree ihmdred men of fervice, befidcs the 
Falconers and Hunters, which fame fay were above a thoufand men. The Hunters were 
maintained in that houfe, becaufeof the ravenous heads which were alfo kept in the 
lower Hals in great cages made of timher, wherein were kept in fame Lions, in other 
Tygres, in other Ownzes, in. other. Wolves; m conelufion, there was no four-footed 
beaft thae wanced there, only t© the effect, thatthe mighty Montezuma might fay that 
he had fueh thing?mhis houfe; and.all were fed dayly with Turkey cocks, Deare 
Dogges , and fuch like. There were alfo in another Hall grearearchen. veffels, feme 
Whh earth, <1nd feme, with water, wherein were Snakes, as greffe as amans thigh ! 
Vipers, Crpqodiles, wbfoh they, call Caymancs-, of twenty foot long with feales and 
head like Ai Dragon; hefides many other fmaller Lifarts and other Venemous beads and 
Serpents, 5 a? well of the water as pf the land. To. thefe Snakes and the other vene* 
mous. head? they ufuft% gav.e the ,blpud! of men. fecrif;ced to, feedhthem. Others % 
they g&ve.'«rtCO them mails flkfo, wliich.the. great Lifai-ts, Qr Caimaws eat very well. But 
wh«. mn tifonderfuJl to heliold, horrid codec-,. hideousto bear in this houfe \ was 
the Odieeps dayly occupations about thefe beads, the floor with bloud liked gelly 
ftmkmg .hke allaughtar-houfe, and the roaring ©fthe Lions,the fearfoll hiffing of the 
Snakes and Adders, the doleful] howling and .harking of the Wolves, the forrowfull 
yf lhngi iof the Ownz.es arid Tigres, when they wpuld have meat. And yet in this place! 
which in the night feafon feemeda dungeon ofrhell , anda dwelling place for the De- 
vill y could a heathen Prince pray unto his Gods and Idols; for near unto this hall was a. 
nether of a hundred and fifty foot long and Jthirry. foot broad, where was a Chappell 
with the roof of filver and gold in leaf wainfeocted and decked with great dore of 
pearl and done, as Agats, Cornerines, Emeralds, Rubies, and divers other forts * 
and this Was the Oratory where Montezuma prayed in the night feafon, and in than 
chapped, the Devill! did appear unto him, and gave him anfwer according to his pray¬ 
ers; which as they, were uttered among fo many ugly and deformed beads, and with the 
aoifeofthemwhieh.reprefentedHe.il it felf, were fitted for a Devils anfwer- He had 
alfo. his Armoury, wherein was great dore. of. all kind of fuch Ammunition which 
theyufed’ in their Warres, as Bowes, Arrows, Slings, Launces, Darts, Oubs, 
Swords and bucklersand gallant Targets, more trim, then, ftrong’, and all made’ 
of Wood, gilt or covered with Leather. The Wood whereof they made their Armour 
and Targets wu> very hard anddrong; and at,their arrowes ends they enclofed a little 
pieceol flmt done „c»-apiece of a fifh hone .called Mbifin, which was fo venemous, 
that if any .were hurt. ,wkh it, and the head remained in the wound, itfo fettered that 
it wdsalmoft incurable. Their Swords were? of Wood, and the edge thereof was 
flfotdooe, lnclofed or joyned into adaffe; and with thefe fwords they cut fpeares;yea 
and aHorfes neck at a blow, and could make dents into Iron,, which, feeraeth- a thing 
unpofiible and incredible. Thefe flints were joyned into the daffes with a certain kina 
of.glew, .whichwas made of a-root ml\edZacok y mdTuxalh, whichisakind of ftrong 
fend, whereof they made a mixture; and after kneaded if with the, bloud of Battes, or 
Rearvmics andoiher fowle, whichdid' glew, fo drongj that it fearee ever uncleaved 
again,;, and of thefe ia his houfe of Armour great ftiore. But befides 

thefe limfes it is wondf nfoll to relate, yet many others whickthac great heathen Em- 
petour hsda&r hfejoollji reefoation and: palfirae^ wcthexcdfentfairgardens of media- 
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nail herbs, fweet flowers, andtrees of deledable favour. But of one garden more e- 
fpecially it is faid, that in it there were a thoufand perfonages made, and wrought ar¬ 
tificially of leaves and flowers. And Montezuma would not permit that in this gar¬ 
den fhould be any kind of Pot-herbs, or things to be fold, faying that it did not apper¬ 
tain to Kings to have things of profit among their delights and pleafures, for that 
fuch did appertain to Merchants. Yet out of Mexico he had Orchards with many 
and fundry fruits; and likewife pleafant houfes in Woods and forrefts, of great com¬ 
pare, environed with water, in the which he had fountains, rivers, ponds with fifh, 
rockes and coverts where were Harts, Bucks, Hares, Foxes, Wolves and fuch like , 
whither he himfelf feldome went; but the Lords of Mexico ufed to go to fporc 
themfelves in them. Such and fo many were the houfes of Montezuma , wherein few 
Kings were equall with him. He had dayly attending upon him in his privy guard 
fix hundred noblemen and gentlemen, and each of them three or four fervants, and 
fome had twenty fervants or more according to their eftate; and the moft credible re¬ 
port goes, that in this manner he had three thoufand men attendants in his Court, all 
which were fed inhishoufeof the meat that came from his table. There were in thofe 
times under the Mexicali empire three thoufand Lords of Towns, who had many vaf- 
fals; but more efpecially there were thirty of high eftate, who were able to make each 
of them a hundred thoufand men of Warre. And all thefe noble men did abide in 
Mexico a certain time of the year in the Court of Montezuma , and could not depart 
from thence without efpeaall licence of the Emperour, leaving each of them a fonne 
or brother behind them for fecurity of rebellion • and for this caufe they had general¬ 
ly houfes in the City; fuch and fo great was the Court of Montezuma. Moreover he 
fpent nothing in the buildings of all thefe his houfes, for he had certain Towns that 
payed no other tribute, but only to work and repair continually his houfes at their 
own proper eoft, and payed all kind of workmen, carying upon their backs, or 
drawing in fleds ftone, lime, timber, water, and all other neceffaries for the 
work. Likewife they were bound to provide all the wood that fhould be fpent in the 
Court, which was five hundred mens burthens, and fome dayes in the Winter much 
more. But efpecially for the Emperours chimneys they brought the barke of Oake trees, 
which was efteemed for the light. Thus was that great City formerly illuftrated with 
a mighty Monarch, his houfes and attendants. There were then alfi> in Mexico three 
forts of ftreets, very hroad and fair; the one fort was only of water, with many 
bridges , another fort of only earth, and the third of earth and water, the one half 
being firme ground to walke upon, and the other half for boats to bring provifion to 
the City j the moft part of the houfes had two doors, the own toward the Cawfey, 
and the other toward the water, at the which they took boat to go whither they lift. 
But this water (though fo near to the houfes) being not good to drink, there is 
other water frefh and fweet brought by conduit to Mexico , from a place called Cbapul- 
tepec three miles diftant from that City,which fpringeth out of a little hill, at the foot 
whereof flood formerly two ftatues, or images, wrought in ftone, with their Targets 
andLaunces, the one of Montezuma , the other of Axaiaca his father. The water is 
brought from thence to this day in two pipes built upon Arches of brick and ftone like 
a fair bridge; and when the one pipe is foul, then all the water is conveyed into the 
other, till the firft be made clean. From this fountain all the whole City is provi¬ 
ded, and the Water-men go felling the fame water from ftreet to ftreet, fome in little 
boats, others with earthen Tankards upon Mules or Affes backs. The chief and prin- 
cipall divifion of this City when the Spaniards firft conquered it, was into two ftreets; 
the one was called Tlatelulco , that is to fay, a little Ifland, and the other Mexico where 
Montezuma his dwelling and Court was, fignifying in the language a fpring. And be- 
caufe of the Kings palace there, the whole City was named Mexico . But the old and 
firft name of the City according to fome Hiftorians was Tenuchtitlan, which fignifieth 
fruit out of a ftone,being a compounded name o(Tetl, which in the language is ftone, 
and Nuchtli, which is a fweet fruit called generally in Cuba, and all other parts of A- 
menca by the Spaniards , Tunits; the name of the tree whereon this fruit groweth is 
called Nopal. And when this City begun to be founded it was placed near unto a 
great ftone that flood in the midft of the lake, at the foot whereof grew one of thefe 
Nopal trees: which is thereafon why Mexico giveth for armes and device the foot of a 
Nopal tree fpringing from a ftone according to the fcfft name of the City Tenfichtlitan. 
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Bur others do affirme that this City hath the name ol the firft founder of it, tailed 77- 
mch, the fecond Ion of Iztacmixcoktl , whole fons and dependents did fait inhabit 
ail that part of America which is'now tailed new Spain. Mexico is as much as to lay 
a fpring or fountain, according to the property of the vowel! or fpeech, from whence 
lome judge that City to be lo named. But others do affirme that Mexico hath its name 
from a more ancient time, whofe fail founders were called Mcxiu , for unto this day 
the Indian dwellers in one facet of this City are called of Mexica. And that thefe Mex- 
iti took name of their principall idol called Mexitli, who was in as great veneration as 
l iuilopHchtli, God of the War. But others affirme ( and this opinion is molt re¬ 
ceived among the Spaniards) that the Mexicans frit were the inhabirans of nova Cali¬ 
cut ; from whence they made a violent irruption Anno Domini 720. and lingered in divers 
places till the year 902. when under the leading of Mexi their chief Captain they 
built this City, and called it after the name of their Generali. They were in all fe- 
ven Tribes, which ruled long in an Arillocraticall ftate; till the molt puiffant of the 
Tribes called Navatalcas, eleded a King to whom they fubmitted themfelves. The 
fall King that was thus ele&ed, was called Vitzilovitli ; the, fecond, Acamopitzli ; the 
third, Chimalpapoca • the fourth, Izchoalt; the fift, Montezuma the firft. the fixth 
Ac acts ; the feventh Axaiaca; the eighth , Antzlol • the ninth, Montezuma the fe¬ 
cond, who reigned when Cortez came firft; the tenth, xpas'gijuahntimcc, who loft Mex¬ 
ico, and in whom ended that Indian Empire. The molt fortunate of thefe Kmrs was 
Izchoalt • who by his coulxn Tlacaellec , fubdued the other fix Tribes,and brougl.it them 
under the Mexican Kings. And after the death of izchoalt , Tlacaellec was by the fall 
eledours ( which were fix in number) chofen King, as a man of whofe vertue they 
had formerly made tryall. But he very nobly refafed it, faying that it was more con¬ 
venient for the Common-wealth that another faould be King, and that he faould ex¬ 
ecute that which was otherwife more fit for the neceffity of the State, then to lay the 
v/hole burden upon his back ; and that without being King, he would not leave to 
labour for the publick as well as if he were King. Upon this generous refufall they 
made choice of Montezuma the firft. The molt unhappy Kings of that nation (at 
whofe birth could not but be fame dyfaftrousafped of the Planets ) were the two laft, 
Montezuma the fecond, and Quahutimoc , who were both vanquifhed by Ferdinando Cor¬ 
tez, who took Montezuma prifoner out of his own palace, and with fair words and 
language carried him to his lodging in Mexico ; and kept him there, knocking a pair 
of gyves on his legges, untill the execution of Qualpopoca Lord of Nahutlan, now 
called Almeria ( who was to be burnt for killing nine Spaniards) was pall. But this 
imprifonment of their Emporour ftirred up the hearts of all the Mexicans to confpire 
againft Cortez and the Spaniards , againft whom they fought a moft fierce and bloudy 
battail two or three daies together, crying out for their Emperour, and threatning 
them with the cruelleft death that ever man fuffered. Whereupon Cortez defired Mon¬ 
tezuma to goe up into the Sotie of his houfe which they were battering with ftones,and 
to command his fubje&s to ceafe from their heat and fury ; who at Cortez his requeft 
went up and leaned over the wall to talke with them , and beginning to fpeak unto 
them, they threw fo many ftones out of the ftreet, houfes, and windows, that one 
happened to hit Montezuma on the temples of the head; with which blow he fell down 
dead to the ground; and this was his end, even at the hands of his ownfubjeds and 
yaflals againft their wils, in the City of his greateft glory, and in the power and cu- 
ftody ol a forain and ftrange nation. The Indians affirme that he was of the greateft 
bloud of all his linage , and the greateft King in eftate that ever was in Mexico. And 
from hence it may very well be noted, that when Kingdomes do moft flourifa , then 
are they nigheft to a change, orelfe to change their Lord,as doth appear in this Hifto- 
ryof Montezuma , whofe great glory and majefty prelaged the downfall of that City 
and people ■ who though after the death of Montezuma they made Quahutimcc their 
Emperour, and perfifting in their furious battery againft Cortez his palace, caufed him 
and all his Spaniards to flieoutof Mexico ; yet having ftrengthened themfelves again 
in Tlaxcallan ; and prepared fixteen, or as others fay, eighteen Vergantines for the lake,' 
they foon after befieged Mexico fo by water and land, that the Citizens were in great 
netefticy, and fo many dead with hunger and fickneffe; that there were heaps of 
dead bodies in the'houfes, only to keep clofe their extreme mifery; who would not 
yeeld even when they faw their King Quahutimoc his fair houfes burned,and the greateft 
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part of their City confumed with fire and beaten down plain with the ground , fo 
long as they could injoy any one ftreet, Tower , or Temple to defend themfelves and 
oppofe the Spaniards; who after many fierce and bloudy fights by land and with 
their boats by water having wonne the chief Market place and moft of the City, as 
they went walking intheftreets found heaps of dead bodies in the houfes, ftreets, 
and in the w r ater, and the very barks of trees and roots gnawn by the hungry crea¬ 
tures and the men fo lean and yellow that it was a pitifull fight to behold. And 
with this Cortez, yet required them to yeeld; but they although they were fo lean 
of body were ftrong in heart, and anfwered that he (hould noc fpeak pf any 
friendlhip to them, nor yet hope of their fpoil, for when no fortune would favour 
them, then they would either burne their treafure , or throw it into the Lake, where 
they (hould never profit thereby, and that they would fight while one alone (hould 
remain alive. • 

Cortez, defirous to fee what remained of the City to win, went up into a high 
Tower, and having well viewed the City, he judged that of eight parts one remained 
yet to win. And affaulting the fame, the forrowfull Citizens bewailing their unfor¬ 
tunate fate and deftiny, befeeching the Spaniards to make an end, and to kill them 
all out of hand - others Handing at the brim of the water near unto a draw-bridge cri¬ 
ed out, Oh Captain Com*, feeing that thou art the Child of the Sun, why doll: thou 
not intreat the Sun thy Father to make an end of us? Oh thou Sun that canft goe 
roundabout the World in a day and a night, we pray thee make an end of us and 
take us out of this miferable life, for we delire death to go and reft with our God <guet- 
cavatlh who tarrieth for us. Cortez, feeing the great extremity that thefe poor wretched 
people were in, thinking now that they would yeeld unto him, fent a meffage to 
§luaht!timoc , deliring him to confider his Subjects great extremity, which yet might 
be greater if he yeelded not to Peace. But when the ftubborn King heard this ambalfage, 
he was fo moved with ire and choler, that forthwith he commanded Cortez, his 
Ambalfadour to be facrificed, and gave the reft of the Spaniards that went with him 
for anfwer blowes with ftones, ftaves and Arrowes, faying that they defired death 
and no Peace. Whereupon Cortez, feeing the King fo ftubborn and refradory after fo 
much (laughter and mifery of his fubjeds, after fo many Combates and skirmifhes 
made with the lofle of almoft all the City, fent forthwith Sandoval with his Vergan- 
tines one way, and went himfelf another combating the houfes and forts that yet 
remained, where he found fmall refiftance, fo that he might do what he pleafed. 
One would have thought there had not been five thoufand left in all the City, feeing 
the heaps of dead bodies that lay about the ftreets and in the houfes,and yet fuch was 
this laft combate, that there were that day (lain and taken prifoners forty thoufand per- 
fons. The lamentable cry and mourning of the women and children, would have made a 
ftrong heart relent, theftenchalfo of the dead bodies was wonderfull noyfome. That 
night Cortez, purpoled to make an end the next day of the Warres • and ^Mahutimoc 
pretended to die, and for that purpofe had enbarked himfelf in a Canoa of twenty 
Oares. When the day appeared, Cortez, with his men, and four Pieces of Ordinance 
came to the corner where thofe that yet remained were (hut up as Cattell in a Pound. 
He gave order to Sandoval and Alvarado what they (hould do, which was to be rea¬ 
dy with their Vergantines, and to watch the coming out of the Canoa’s, which were 
hidden betwixt certain houfes, and efpecially to have regard unto the Kings perfon, 
and not to hurt him , but to take him alive. He commanded the refidue of his men 
to force the Mexican boates to goe out, and he himfelf went up into a Tower, in¬ 
quiring. for the King, where he found Xikmcoa , Governour and Captain Generali 
of the City, who would in no wife yeeld himfelf. Then came out of the City a great 
multitude of old folkes, men, women and children to take boat. The throng was 
fo great with haft to enter the Canoa’s, that many by that means were drowned in 
the Lake. Cortez, required his men not to kill thofe miferable creatures; But yet he 
could not flay the Indians his friends of Tlaxcallan, and other places, who (lew and 
facrificed above fifteen thoufand. The men of War flood in the houfe toppes, and 
Zoties beholding their perdition. All the Nobility of Mexico were enbarked with the 
King* Then Cortez, gave figne with the (hot of a hand-gun, that his Captains 
(hould be in a readineffe, fo that in (hort fpace they wan fully and wholly the 
great City of Mexico. The Vergantines likewife brake in among the Fleet of boats 
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without any reiiftance, and prefently beat down Qmhutimoc his Royall Scandard. Gar¬ 
cia Holguin who was a Captain of one of the Vergantines, efpied a great Cama of 
twenty Oares deep laden with men, who (being by one of his priioners informed 
that the King was in it) gave chafe to it andprelently overtook it. When Quajouti- 
n.oc , who Ifood upon the Puppe of his Cama ready to fight, faw the Spaniards Croffc- 
bowes bent to fhoot, and many drawn fwords againll him, he yeelded himfelf, de¬ 
claring that he was King. Garcia Holguin being a glad man of fuch a prifoner took 
him and carried him unto Cortez ., who received him very refpeftfully. But when 
yivahutimcc came near unto him, he laid his hand upon Cortez, his dagger, faying, I 
have done all my belt and pofiible er.devour to defend my felfand my Valfals accor¬ 
ding to my duty, hoping not,to have come to this eitate and place where now I Hand • 
and confidering that you may do with me what you pleafe, I befeech you to kill 
me, and that is my only requeft. Cortez, comforted him with fair words; giving 
him hope of life; and took him up into a Zotie, requiring him to command his 
Subjects that yet held out, to yeeld and render themfelves. Which £>uahutimoc pre- 
fently performed; and at that time after fo many Prifoners taken, and lo many thou- 
fands flain and ftarved, there were about threescore and ten thoufand perfons, who 
feeing their Prince a Prifoner, threw down their weapons and l'ubmitted themfelves. 

Thus did Hernando Cortez winne the famous and ftately City of Mexico , on the 13. 
day of Augufi , Amo Bom. 1521. In remembrance whereof every year on that day 
they make In Mexico a fumptuous* fealt and folemnC proceflion, wherein is carried 
the Standard Royall, with the which the City was wonne. In the lofle of it was 
as much to be obferved as Antiquity can produce of any Viftory; wherein was one 
Emperour the greateft that ever wa$ in thofe parts flain; and another as great a'War¬ 
ner as ever Amertca had known, taken Prifoner. The Siege endured froiii the time 
the Vergantines came from Tlaxcallan three moneths,and therein were on Cortez his 
fide near 200000 Indians, who dayly increafed and came in to help him, 900 Spaniards^ 
fourefcore horfes only, feventeenor eighteen Pieces of Ordinance; fixteen or as fome 
fay eighteen Vergantines, and at leaft 6000 Canoas. In this Siege were flain fifty 
Spaniards only and fix horfes, andfiot above eight thoufand of the Indians Cortez'his 
friends. And on the Mexicans fide were flain at leaft a hundred and twenty thou¬ 
fand Indians , befides thofe that died with hunger and Peftilence. At the defence of 
the City were all the Nobility, by reafon whereof many of them were flain. 

The multitude of people in the City was fo great, that they were conftrained to eat 
little to drink fait water, and to fleep among the dead bodies , where was a horri¬ 
ble ftench; and for thefe caufes the difeafe of Peftilence fell among them, and there¬ 
of died an infinite number. Whereupon is to be confidered their valour, and fted- 
faft determination; for although they wereafflifted with fuch hunger that they were 
driven to eat boughs, rindes of trees, and to drink fait water, yet would they not 
yeeld themfelves. And here alfo is to be noted, that although the Mexicans did eat mans 
flelh, yet they did eat none but fuch as were their enemies; for had they eaten one 
another and their own children, there would not fo many have died with hunger. 

The Mexican women were highly commended, not only becaufe they abode with 
their husbands and fathers, but alfo for the great pains they took with the fick and 
wounded perfons; yea and alfo they laboured in making flings, cutting ftones fit 
for the fame, and throwing ftones from the Zoties ; for therein they did as much hurt 
as their men. The City was yeelded to the fpoil, and the Spaniards took the 
gold; plate and feathers, the Indian friends had all the reft of cloth and other ftuffe. 
Thus was that famous City ruinated, and burnt by the Spaniards , and the power of 
that Nation brought under the Spanijh fubjeftion. Cortez, having found the aire of 
that City Very temperate and pleafant for mans life, and the fituation commodious, 
thought prefently of rebuilding it, and of making it the chief Seat of Juftice and Court 
for all that Country. But before I come to fpeak of it as rebuilded and now flourifh- 
ing, I muft add unto what hath been faid of Montezuma his former ftate and houfes 
in it, the greatneffe of the Market place and Temple, which was in it, when the Spani¬ 
ards ruined and deftroyed it. The convenience of the Lake about this City gave en¬ 
couragement to the Mexicans to fet apart amoftfpacious Market place, whither all 
the Country about might refort to buy, exchange and fell; which was the more ea- 
fiefor them by reafon of the abundance of Boats which were made only for fuch Tra- 
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fique. In this great lake there were at that time above two hundred thoufand of thefe lit¬ 
tle boats, which the Indians call Acalles , and the Spaniards call them Canon's, wrought 
like a kneading trough, fome bigger then others according to the greatneffe of the 
body of the tree,whereof they are made. And where I number two hundred thoufand pf 
thefe boats, I fpeak of the leaft, for Mexico alone had above fifty thoufand ordinarily 
to carry and bring unto the City viduall, provifion, and paflengers, fo that on the 
market-daies alltheftreets of water were full of them. The Market is called in the 
Indian tongue TUnquietli ; every parilh had his Market place to buy and fell in ; but 
Mexico and 7 “ latelulco only, which are the chiefeft Cities; had great Fayres and places fit 
for the fame; and efpecially Mexico had one place, where moll daies in the year was 
buying and felling; but every fourth day was the great Market ordinarily. This place 
was wide and large,compaffed about with doores, and was fo great that a hundred thou¬ 
fand perfons came thither to chop and change, as a City moft principall in all that regi¬ 
on. Every occupation and kind of merchandize had his proper place appointed, which 
no other might by any means occupie or difturb. Likewife pefterous wares had their 
place accordingly, fuch as ftone, timber, lime, bricke and all fuch kind of ftuffe 
unwrought, being neceflaryto build withall. Alfo mattes both fine and courfe, of 
fundry workmanfhip; alfo coales, wood, and all forts of earthen veffels, glazed and 
painted very curioufly. Deere skinnes both raw and tanned in hair, and without hair, 
of many colours, for Shoemakers, for Bucklers, Targets, Jerkins, and lining of 
woodden corflets, alfo skinnes of other beads, and fowle in feathers ready dreffed of all 
forts. The colours and ftrangenefle thereof was a thing wonderfiill to behold.The richeft 
merchandize was fait, and mantles of Cotton wool of divers colours, both great and 
fmall; fome for beds, other for garments and clothing, other for Tapiftry to hang 
houfes; other Cotten-doth was wont to be fold there for linnen drawers ( which to 
this day the Indians ufe) for fhirts, table clothes, towels and fuch like things. There 
were alfo mantles, made of the leaves of a tree called Metl , and of the Palme-tree and 
Conie-hair, which were wellefteemed, being very warme, but the Coverlets made of 
feathers were the belt. They fold thred there made of Conie-haire, and alfo skains 
of other thred ofall colours. But the great ftore'of poultrey which was brought to 
that Market was ftrange to fee, and the ufes they fold and bought them for; for al¬ 
though they did eat the flefh of the fowl, yet the feathers ferved for clothing, mixing 
one fort with another. But the chief bravery of that market was the place where gold 
and feathers joyntly wrought were fold; for any thing that was in requeft, was there 
lively wrought in gold and feathers and gallant colours. The Indians were fo expert 
and perfect in this fcience, that they would work or make a butter-flie, any wild beaft, 
trees, rofes, flowers, herbs, roots, or any other thing fo lively that it was a thing mar¬ 
vellous to behold. It happened many times that one of thefe workmen in a whole day 
would eat nothing, only to place one feather in his due perfection, turning and tof- 
ung the feather to the light of the Sun, into the (hade or darke place to fee where was 
moft naturall perfection, and till his Work were finifhed he would neither eat nor 
ru r •u are few nations of fo much fleam orfubftance. The art, or fcience of 

Oold-fmiths among them was the moft curious, and very good workmanfhip engraven 
with tooles made of flint or in mould. They will caft a platter in mould With eight 
corners, and every corner of feverall metall, the one of gold, and the other of filver 
Without, any kind of folder. They will alfo found or can a little cauldron with look 
handles hanging thereat, as we ufe to caft a bell; they will alfo caft in mould afi(h of 
metall, with one fcale of filver on his back, and another of gold; they will make a 
Barret or Popingay of metall, that his tongue (hall (hake, and his head move, and his 
5 he F caft an Ape in mould, that both hands and feet (hall ftir, 
a ■ ^lii 0 his hand teeming to fpin, yea and an apple in his hand as though 
old eat it. They have skill alfo of Amell work and to fetany pretious ftone. But 
now as touching the market, there was to fell G °ld, Silver, Copper, Lead, Latten, and 

Jl’ni ! gh th ere was but very little of the three laft metals mentioned. There 
,pretlollsftones ' divers and fundry forts of (helles, and bones. Sponges, 
fnk* 7* War r There . were a l fo man Y kind of herbs, roots, and feeds, as well 
ea , en ’ as t° r medicine* for both men, women and children had great know- 
natlL fjir’ tor through poverty and neceflity they did feek them for their fufte- 
and help of their infirmities and difeafes. They did fpend little among Phyfitians, 

although 
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although there were Tome of that art, and many Apothecaries, who did bring into 
the market, oyntments, fyrups, waters, and other drugs fit for fick perfons. They cure 
ail difeafes almoft with herbs ; yea as much as for to kill lice they have a proper herb 
for the purpofe. The feverall kinds of meats to be fold was without number, as Snakes 
without head and tail, little dogges gelt, Moules, Rats, Long-wormes, Lyce, 
yea and akinde of earth ; for atone feafonin the year they had nets of Mayle, with 
the which they raked up a certain duft that is bred upon the water of the lake of *Me xi- 
co , and that is kneaded together like unto oas of the fea. They gathered much of 
this and kept it in heaps, and made thereof cakes like unto brick-bats. And they 
did not only fell this ware in the Market, but alio lent it abroad to other Fayres and 
markets a far off; and they did eat this meal with as good a ftomach as we eat cheefe: 
yea and they hold opinion, that thisskumme or fatnefleof the water is the caufe that 
fuch great number offowl cometh to the laKe, which in the winter feafon is infinite. 
1 hey fold likewife in this Market Vemfon by quarters or whole, as Does, Hares ; 
Conies, and Dogges, and many other beafts, which the brought up for the pur¬ 
pofe and took in hunting. The great ftore of fundry kinds of fruits was marvellous, 
which were there fold, both green and ripe. There is a fort as big as an Almond 
called CVrcrfo (whereof is the drink called Chocolatte well known now in Chriftendome) 
which is both meat and currant money. In thefe times of the bigger fort fixfcore or 
fevenfcore, and of the letter fort two hundred are worth a Spanijh Riall, which is 
fixper.ce, and with thefe the Indians buy what they lift • for five, nay for two Cacao’s 
which is a very fmall part of a Riall, they do buy fruits and the like. There were di¬ 
vers kinds of colours to be fold, which they made of rofes, flowers, fruits; barkes of 
trees, and other things very excellent. All the things recited, and many others which 
I fpeak not of, were fold in this great market, and in every other Market of Mexi¬ 
co-, arid all the fellers payed a certain fummefor their (hops or Handings to the King, 
as a cuftome, and they were to be preferved and defended from theeves and robbers. 
And for that purpofe there went Serjeants and Officers up and down the market to efpie 
out malefa&ors. In the midft of this Market flood an houfe, which was to be feen 
throughout the Fayre, and there did fit Commonly twelve ancient men for Judges to 
difpatch law matters. Their buying and felling was to change one ware for another, 
one gave a hen for a bundle ofMaiz, others gave mantles for fait or money which was 
Cacao. They hadmeafure andftrikefor allkindeofcorne, and other earthen meafures 
forhonyand oil, andfuch wines as they made of Palme-trees, and other roots and 
trees. And if any meafure were falfified, they punilhed the Offenders and brake their 
meafures. This was the civility they had when they were Heathens,for buying and felling. 
And although they knew not the true God, but worflhipped Idols ; yet to their Idols and 
to the Devill they dedicated Temples and places of worlhip, wherein they ufed thofe 
facrifices which David fpeaks of in Pfal. 106. 37. faying, They facrificed their fons and their 
daughters unto Devils. 

The Temple is called in the Mexican language Teucalli, which is a compound word 
of Tcvtl, which fignifieth God, and Calli , which fignifieth a houfe. There were in 
Mexico many parilh Churches with towers, wherein were Chappels and Altars where 
the Images and Idols did Hand. All their Temples were of one faihion; the like I be¬ 
lieve was never feert nor, heard of. And therefore it fhali be nowfufficient to defcribe 
the chief and greateft Temple, which was as their Cathedrall Church. This Tem¬ 
ple was fquare, and did contain every way as much ground as a Croffe-bow can reach 
levell. It was made of ftone, with four dores that abutted upon the three Cawfeys, 
and upon another part of the City that had no Cawfey , but a fair ftreet. In the midft 
of this Qnadern flood a mount of earth and ftone fquare likewife, and fifty fadome 
long every way, built upward like unto apyramide of ±/£gypt, faving that the topwas 
not fharpe , but plain and flat, and ten fadome fquare. Upon the Weft fide were fteps 
up to the top, in number a hundred and fourteen, which being fo many , high and 
made of good ftone; did feem a beautifull thing. It was a ftrange fight to behold the 
Friefts, fome going up, andfome down with ceremonies, or with men to be facrifi¬ 
ced. Upon the top Of this Temple were two great Altars, a good fpace diftant the 
one from- the other, and fo nigh the edge or brimme of the wall, that fcarcely. a man 
might go-behind them at pleafure.The one Altar flood on the right hand, and the other 
Odtheleft; they were but of five foot high: each of theta had the back part made of 
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ftone, painted with monftrous and foul figures. The Chappell was fair and well wrought 
of Mafons work and timber; every Chappell had three lofts one above another,fuftained 
upon pillars, and with the height thereof it (hewed like unto a fair tower, and beautified 
the City a far off. From thence a man might fee all the City and Towns round about the 
lake, which was undoubtedly a goodly profpedt. And becaufe Cortez and his company 
(hould fee the beauty thereof, Montezuma himfelf (to make the more oftentation of his 
greatneffeandtheMajeftyof his Court) carried the firft Spaniards thither, and (hewed 
them all the order of the Temple, even from the foot to the top. There was a certain plot 
or fpace for the Idoll Priefts to celebrate their fervice without difturbance of any. Their 
.general! prayers were made toward the riling of the fun • upon each Altar (food a great 
Idoll. 

Befides this tower which (food upon the Pyramide, there were fourty towers great 
ar.dfmall belonging to other little Temples which flood in the fame circujte; the which 
although they were of the fame making, yet their profpeft was not Weft-ward, but 
other waies, becaufe there (hould be a difference betwixt the great Temple and them. 
Some of thefe Temples were bigger then others, and every one of a feverall God; a - 
mong the which there was one round Temple dedicated to the God of the aire called 
fttujecalcovatli for even as the aire goeth round about the heavens, even for that confide- 
ration they made this Temple round. The entrance of that Temple had a dore made 
like unto the mouth of a Serpent, and was painted with foule and devillilh geftures, 
with great teeth and gummes wrought, which was a fight to fear thofe that (hould en¬ 
ter in thereat, and efpecially the Chriftians unto whom it reprefented hell it felf 
with that ugly face and monftrous teeth. There were other Teucallies in the City, 
thathadtheafeendingup by fteps in three places ; and all thefe Temples had houfes by 
themfelves with all fervice belonging to them, and Priefts, and particular Gods. And 
from this manner of thefe Heathens Temples, and Altars made with fteps, we may 
obfervehow like unto them is now the Church of Rome, which as it confeffeth that 
there never was a Church without a vifible facrifice, and therefore teacheth that 
Chriftsbpdy muft be broken upon their Altars, and diftributed not only as a facrament 
to the people, but as a facrifice in the Priefts hands, differing only that the facrifices of 
Sheep and Oxen in the old law, and thefe of the Heathens were bloudy facrifices, but 
theirs of Clr.ftsbody they call Incruentum Sacrificium, an unbloudy facrifice; fo 
likewife in the buildings of their Churches with feverall Towers and Altars and Chap- 
pels dedicated to feverall Saints they feem to have taken from the very Heathens; but 
efpecially in the many fteps whereby they afeend up to their Altars, they refemble thefe, 
forgetting Gods words in Exod. 20. 26. faying. Neither Jbalt thou goe up by fteps unto 
mine Altar , that thy nakednejfe be not difeovered thereon■ And laftly in their houles and 
Cloifters joyning to their Churches for the fervice of them, being full of idolatrous 
Priefts and Fryers confecrated for their fervice, they feem likewife to have borrowed 
that fancy of Convents, Abbeys, and Priories from the very Heathens, who (as pre- 
fently Ilhall (hew) had near joyning to this great Temple, houfes/-containing thou- 
fands of Priefts, with yearly rents and revenues, like thofe of Romes Abbeys, and 
Cloifters. At every dore of this great Temple of Mexico flood a large hall, and goodly 
lodgings both high and low round about, which houfes were common Armories for the 
City. The Heathens it feems had fo much underftanding as to know that the force and 
ftrength of a Town,City,or Country is the Temple, and therefore they placed there their 
ftorehoufe of munition. 

They had other darke houfes full of Idols great and fmall, wrought of fundry me¬ 
tals, which were all bathed and walhed with blood, and did lhew very black through 
their daily fprinkling and anointing them with the fame, when any man was faqrifi- 
ced; yea and the wals were an inch thick with bloud, and the ground a foot thick 
of it, fo that there was a devillilh flench. The Priefts went dayly into thofe Ora¬ 
tories, and fuffered none other but great perfonages to enter in. And when any fuch 
went in they were bound to offer forae man to be facrificed, that thofe bloudy hang¬ 
men and Minifters of the Devill might wa(h their hands in the bloud of thofe fo facrifi¬ 
ced, and might fprinkle their houfe therewith. For their fervice in the Kitchin they 
had a pond of water, that was filled once a year, which was brought by the Con¬ 
duit pipes before ^mentioned, from the principall fountain. All the refidue of the fore- 
laid circuit ferved for place* to breed fowls*, with gardens of herbs and fwcet trees. 
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with rofes and flowers for the Altars; and this is alfo the Church of Romes cuftome 
and fuperftition, to trim and deck their Saints and Altars with Garlands and Crowns 
of Roles and other flowers. Such, fo great and ftrange was this Temple of Mexico t 
for the fervice of the Devil], who had deceived thofe fimple Indians. There did refide 
(as I laid before ofMonkes and Fryers in their Cloifters joyning to their Churches Jj 
in this Temple and houfes joyning to it, continually live thoufand perfons, and all 
thele were lodged and had their living there - for that Temple was marvellous rich, 
and had divers Towns only for their maintenance, and reparation, and were bound 
tofuftain the lame alwayeson foot. Thefe Towns did low corn, and maintain all 
thofe five thoufand perfons with bread, flefli, filh, and firewood as much as they 
needed, for they fjpent more firewood then was fpent in the Kings Court. Thele per¬ 
fons did live like Romes Abby-lubbers at their hearts eafe, as fervants.and vaffals unto 
the Gods, which were many; and every God had feverall ranks and Orders of Priefts 
to ferve him ; as the feverall Saints canonized by the Popes of Rome have under them 
diftind Religious Orders of Prielts, Dominick hath Dominicans, Francis Franci- 
fcans Benedid Benedidines, Bafil Bafilians, Bernard Bernardines, Auguftin Auguftines, 
and the like. . . 

The Gods of Mexico (as the Indians reported to the firft Spaniards ) were two 
thoufand in number; the chiefeft were Vital lopuchtli, and Teacatlipuca, whole Ima¬ 
ges flood higheft in the Temple upon the Altars. They were made of ftone in full 
proportion as big as a Gyant, They were covered with a lawne called Nacar; they were 
befet with pearls, pretious ftones, and pieces of gold, wrought • like birds, beafts 
filhes and flowers, adorned with Emeralds, Turquies, Chalcedons, and other little fine 
ftones, fo that when the lawne was taken away, the Images feemed very beautifull and 
glorious to behold. But muft I find out Rome ftill among thefe Heathens ? and will 
the Papifts be angry if I tell them plainly that what I mifiike in thefe Idolatrous Mexi¬ 
cans , I millike in them ? for do not they deck and- adorne their Idol Saints, as the 
heathens did Vital lopuchtli and Teacatlipuca ? Do not they cover their woodden and 
ftony ftatues of Saints, and of the Virgin k Mary with fine lawqe fhirts, and hide 
them with curtaines of cloth of Gold, and crowne them with Crowns of Silver and 
Gold, and enrich them with coftly and pretious Jewels and Diamonds: notconfider- 
ing that they are the works of their, own hands? Ad quid perditio hac ? poterant enim 
venundari , & daripauperibns. Thefe two Indian Idols had for a girdle great fnakes 
of gold, and for collars or chaines about their necks ten hearts of men made of gold- 
and each of them had a counterfeit Vifor with eyes of glaffe, and in their necks Death 
painted. Thefe two Gods were brethren, for Teacatlipuca was the God of Providence, 
and Vital lopucht li , God of the Warres; who was worfhipped and feared more then 
all the reft. There was another God, who had a great Image placed upon the top 
of the Chappell of idols, and he was efteemed fora fpepiall and Angular God above 
all the reft. This God was made of all kinde of feeds that grow in that Countrey; 
which being ground, they made a certain pafte tempered with childrens bloud and Vir¬ 
gins facrificed, who were opened with rafors in their brefts, and their hearts taken out, 
to offer as firft fruits unto the Idol. The Priefts confecrated this Idoll with great pompe 
and many Ceremonies. All the Comarcans and Citizens were preftnt at the Confecra- 
tion with great triumph and incredible devotion. After the Confecration many de¬ 
vout perfons came and flicked in the dowy Image pretious ftones, wedges of gold, 
and other Jewels. And after all this pompe ended, no fecular man might touch that 
holy Image; no nor yet come into his Chappell; nay fearedy religious perfons, 
except they were Tlumacaatli , who were Priefts of Order. They did renew this 
Image many times with new dough , taking away the-old. And then (like again 
unto the Papifts who think themfelves happy with their Saints reliques, though 
ragges or bones) bleffed was he that could get one piece of the old ragges, or a piece 
of the old dough, for the which there was moll; earned: fuits made by the Souldiers, 
who thought themfelves fure therewith jn the Warres. Alfo at the confecration of 
this Idoll, a certain veffell of water was bleffed with many words and ceremonies 
( peradventure from this heathenifh Ceremonie came the fuperftitious holy water to 
Rome) and that water was preferved very religioufly at the foot of the Altar, fort® 
confecrate the King when he ftiould be crowned, and alfo to bieffe any Captain 
Generali, when he (hould be ele&ed for the Warres with only giving him a draught 

F 3 of 







54 


A 3\(av Survey of the Weft-Indies. 


of that water. And as the Kontifh Church makes much of their dead mens skuiles 
dnd rotten bones, laying them up in their Churchyards under fome arches made for 
that purpofe in the Church wals, even fo was it here in Mexico • for without this Tem¬ 
ple , and overagainft the principall door thereof, a {tones caftdiftant flood a Char- 
hell houfe only of dead mens heads, prifoners in Warres and facrificed with the 
knife. This monument was made like unto a Theatre, more large then broad wrought 
of lime and done, with afcending fteps; in the wals whereof was grafted betwixt 
ftone and itone a skull with the teeth outwards. At the foot and head of this Theatre 
were two towers made only of lime and skuiles, the teeth outward, which having 
no other ftuffe in the wall feemed a ftrange fight. At and upon the top’ of the Theatre 3 
were threefcore and ten poles, {landing the one from the other four or five" foot di- 
ftant, and each of them was full of ftaves from the foot to the top. Each of thefe 
Haves had others made fall unto them, and every one of them had live skuiles broch- 
ed through the temples. When the Spaniards firft entred into Mexico as friends be¬ 
fore the death of Montezuma they vifited all thefe monuments; and in what they 
have written and tranfmitted to pofterity of that City, it is recorded of one Andrew 
de Tafia , and Gonzalo de Vmhria that one day they did reckon thefe skulles,and found 
a hundred thirty and fix thoufand skulls on the poles. Haves and fteps. The other 
Towers were replenilhed out of number; and there were men appointed, that when 
one skull fell, to fet up another in his place, fo that the number might’never want. 
But all thefe Towers and Idols were pulled down, and confumed with fire when the 
Spaniards wanne that City. And certainly they had been more renowned in de¬ 
coying thofe Altars of the Devill and thofe Idoll Gods, ifin their Head they had not 
fet up new Idols and Saints of flocks and ftones, and built unto^ them as many more 
Churches as they found at their coming thither. All therefore that hath been men¬ 
tioned hitherto of Montezuma his houfes and Gardens, of the fpacious Market place 
and Temples of that City was utterly deftroyed and brought downe to the very 
ground. But Cortez reedified it again, not only for the fituationand majefty. but 
alfo for the name and great fame' thereof. He divided it among the Conquerours 
having firft taken out places for Churches, Market places, Town-houfe and other 
neteffary plots to build houfes, profitable for the Common-wealth. He feparated 
the dwellings of the Spaniards from the Indians , fo that now the water pafieth and 
maketh divifion betwixt them. He promifed to them that were naturals of the City 
of Mexico plots to build upon, inheritance, freedome, and other liberties and the 
like unto all thofe that would come and inhabit there, which was a means’to allure 
many thither. He fet alfo at liberty Xthuaco, the Generali Captain, and made him 
chief over the Indians in the City, unto whom he gave a whole ftreet. He gave like- 
wife another ftreet to Don Pedro Montezuma who was Ibn to Montezuma the King 
All this was done to win the favour of the people. He made other Gentlemen 
Seniors of little Iflands, andftreets to build upon, and to inhabit, and in this order 
the whole fituation was reparted, and the work began with great joy and diligence 
And when the fame was blowne abroad that Mexico fhould be built again it was a 
wonder to fee the people that reforted thither hearing of liberty and freedome The 
numbers was fo great that in three miles compaffe was nothing but people men and wo- 
men They laboured fore and did eat little, by reafon whereof many fickned , and 
peftilence enfued, whereof died an infinite number. Their pains was great for 
they bare on their backs, and drew after them ftones, earth, timber, lyme brick 
and allother things neceflary in this fort- And by little and little Mexico was built' 
again with a hundred thoufand houfes, more ftrong and better then the old building 
was The Spaniards built their houfes after the Spanifh fafhion,- and Cortez built his 
P t where , Montezuma his houfe ftood, which renteth now yearly 
!hrK;n?% duCk l tSj - and is r calle , d nowthe Palace of the Marques Del Valle ^ 
errar vfiPi JV havin 2 ™ nferred u P on Cortez and his heires this title from the 
IS A F mxac f- This Palace isfo {lately that (as I have obfervedbefore) 
E 2 wSJh?™° f ,P d l r T ^ eS WCre fpent l n The y built fair Dockes co- 
doc rrmifiAm.i III Por J;b e Vergantines - which Dockes for a perpetuall memory 

houfes Hand f»rh Tle Y dammed up the llreets of water, where now faire 

ftSr fjll Mexicots not as it was wont to be, and efpecialiy fince the 

I c water cometh ®ot by far fo near the City as it was wont to come. 
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The Lakefonietimescaftethout a vapour of flench, but otherwife it is a whoiefome 

and temperate dwelling, by reafon of the Mountains that Hand round about it, 
and well provided through the fertility of the Countrey, and commodity of the Lake* 
So that now is Mexico one of the greateft Cities in the World in exteution of the 
fituation for Spanijh and Indian houl'es. Not many years after the Conqueft it was 
the Nobleft City in all India as well in Armes as Policy. There were formerly at the 
leaft two thoufand Citizens, that had each of them his horfe in his ftable with rich 
furniture for them, and Armes in readineffe. But nowfince all the Indians far and 
near arefubdued, andmoft of them efpecially about Mexico confumed, and there is 
no fear of their rifing up any more againft the Spaniards , ail armes are forgotten ' 
and the Spaniards live fofecure from enemies, that there is neither Gate, Wall, Bui* 
warke, Platforme, Tower, Armory, Ammunition, or Ordinance to fecure and defend 
the City from a Domeftick or forain enemy • from the latter they thinke St. John de 
Vlhua fufficient and ftrong enough to fecure them. But for Contradation it is on© 
of thericheft Cities in the World ; to the which by the North Sea cometh every 
year from Spain a Eleet of near twenty (hips laden with the beft Commodities not 
only of Spain but of the moft parts of Chriftendome. And by the South Sea it en- 
joyeth Traffique from all parts of Pern; and above all it Trades with the Eafi-India’s. 
and from thence receiveth the Commodities as well from thofe parts which are in¬ 
habited by Portingatl , as from the Countries of Japan and China , fending every 
year two great Caracas with two fmaller Velfelstothelflands of Phiiippinas, and ha¬ 
ving every year a returne of fuch like fhips. There is alfo in Mexico a Mint houfe 
where Money is dayly coyned; and is brought thither in wedges upon Mules from 
the Mines called St. Lewis de Sacattcas , handing fourfeore Leagues from Mexico 
Northward, and yet from Sacatecas forward have the Spaniards entred above a hun-: 
dred Leagues conquering daily Indians , where they difeover ftore of Mines - and there 
they have built a City, called Nova Mexico-, new Mexico. The Indians there are great 
Warriers, and hold the Spaniards hard to it. It is thought the Spaniard will not be 
fatisfied, untill he fubdue all the Country that way, which doubtlefle reacheth to 
our plantations of Virginia and the reft being the fame continued continent land.There 
is yet more in Mexico , a fair fchoole, which now is made an Vniverfity, which the 
Viceroy Don Antonio de Mendoza caufed to be built. At the rebuilding of this City 
there was a great difference betwixt an Inhabitant of Mexico , and a Conquefour * for 
a Conquerour was a name of honour, and had lands and rents given him and to 
his pofterity by the King of Spain , and the Iuhabitant or only dweller payed rent 
for his houfe. And this hath filled all thofe parts of America with proud Dons and 
Gentlemen to this day; for every one will call himfelf a defeendent from a Con¬ 
querour , though he be as poor as job; and aske him what is become of his Eftate 
and fortune, he willanfwer that fortune hath taken it away, which (hall never take 
away a Dew from him. Nay a poor Cobleror Carrier that runs about the Countrey 
far and near getting his living with half a dozen Mules, if he be called Mendoza , 
or Guzman , will fwear that he defeended from thofe Dukes houfes in Spain , and 
that his Grand-father came from thence to Conquer, andfubdued whole Countries 
to the Crown of Spain , though now fortune hath frowned upon him, and covered 
his rags with a thredbare Cloak. When Mexico was rebuilt, and Judges, Aider- 
men , Attorneys, Towne Clerks, Notaries, Skavengers ,• and Serjeants with all o- 
ther Officers neceffaryfor the Common-weale of a City were appointed, the fame of 
Cortez and majefty of the City was blown abroad into far Provinces, by means 
whereof it was foon replenifhed with Indians againe, and with Spaniards from 
Spain , who foon conquered above foure hundred Leagues of Land , being all 
governed by the Princely Seat of Mexico. But fince that firft rebuilding, I may 
fay it is now rebuilt the fecond time by Spaniards , who have confumed moft of 
the Indians; fo that now I will not dare to fay there are a hundred thoufand hou¬ 
fes which foon after the Conqueft were built up, for moft of them were of Indians - 
Now the Indians that live there, live in the fuburbs of the Gty, and their fituation 
is called Guadalupe. In the year 1625. when I went to thofe parts, this Suburbe 
was judged to contain five thoufand Inhabitants; But fince moft of them have been 
confumed by the Spaniards hard ufage and the work of the Lake. So that now there 
may not be above two thoufand Inhabitants of meer Indians , and a thoufand of fuefi 

as 





A New Survey of the Weft-Indies, 

as. they call there Meftizos , who are of a mixt nature of Spaniards and Indians, f or 
many poor Spaniards marry with Indian women, and others that marry them not 
but hate their husbands, find mady tricks to convey away an innocent Vriah to enjoy 
his Bathjheba. The Spaniards daily coufen them of the fmall plot of ground where 
their houfes ftand, and of three or four houfes of Indians buildup one good and fair 
houfe after the Spanijh fafhion with Gardens and Orchards. And ibis almoft all Mexi- 
co new built with very fair and fpacious houfes with Gardens of recreation. Their 
buildings are withftone, and brick very ftrong, but not high, by reafon of the many 
Earth-quakes, which would indanger their houfes if they were above three ftories 
high. The ftreets are very broad, in the narrowed: of them three Coaches may goe, 
and in the broader fix may goe in the breadth of them, which makes the Cityfeem a 
great deal bigger then it is. In my time it was thought to be of between thirty 
and forty thoufand inhabitants Spaniards , who are fo proud and rich, that half the 
City was judged to keep Coaches, for it was a mod credible report that in Mexico 
in my time there were above fifteen thoufand Coaches. It is a by-word that at Mexico 
there are four things fair, that is to fay, the women, the apparell, the horfes, and 
the dreets. But to this I may add the beauty of fome of the Coaches of the gentry, 
which do exceed in cod the bed of the Court of Madrid and other parts of Chriden- 
dome; for there they fpare no Silver, nor Gold, nor pretious {tones, nor Cloth of 
Gold, nor the bedSilkes from China to enrich them. And to the gallantry of their 
horfes the pride of fome doth add the cod of bridles, and (hooes of filver. The 
dreets of Ghridendome mud not compare with thofe in breadth and cleannefle, but 
efpecially in the riches of the (hops which do adorn them. Above all the Goldfmiths 
(hops and works are to be admired. The Indians , and the people of China that have 
been made Chridians and every year come thither, have perfe&ed the Spaniards in 
that Trade. The Viceroy that went thither the year 1625. caufed a Popingay to be 
made of filver, gold, and pretious dones with the perfed colours of the Popingays 
feathers, (a bird bigger then a pheafant) with fuch exquifiteartand perfection, to pre- 
fent unto the King of Spain, that it was prized to be worth in riches and workman- 
Ihip half a Million of Duckats. There is in the Cloider of the Dominicans a lampe 
hanging in the Church with three hundred branches wrought in filver to hold fo many 
Candles, befides an hundred little lampcsfor oil fet in it, every one being made with 
feverall wormanfhip fo exquifitely, that it is valued to be worth four hundred thoufand 
duckats; and with fuch like curious works are many dreets made more rich and beauti- 
fullfrom the fhops of Goldfmiths.To the by-word touching the beauty of the women 
I mud add the liberty they enjoy for gaming, which is fuch that the day and night 
is to fhort for them to end a Prim era when once it is begun; nay gaming is fo com¬ 
mon too them that they invite gentlemen to their houfes for no other end.To my felf it 
happened that palling along the dreets in company with a Fryer that came with me that 
year from Spain,a gentlewoman of great birth knowing us to be Chapetons (fo the call 
the fird year thofe that come from Spain ) from her window called unto us, and af¬ 
ter two or three flight quedions concerning Spain asked us if we would come in and 
play with her a Game at Primera. Both men and women are excefiive in their ap¬ 
parell, ufing more filkes then duffes and cloth; pretious Stones and Pearls further 
much this their vain odentation; a hat-band and rofe made of Diamonds in a Gen¬ 
tlemans hat is common, and a hat-band of Pearls is ordinary in a Tradefman; nay 
a Blackmore or Tauny young maide and Have will make hard Ihift but Ihe will be 
in fafhion with her Neckchain and Bracelets of Pearls, and her Eare-bobs of fome 
confiderable Jewels. The attire of this baferfort of people of Blackmores and Mulat¬ 
tos (which are of a mixt nature, of Spaniards and Blackmores) is fo light, and their 
carriage fo enticing, that many Spaniards even of the better fort (who are too too 
prone to Venery ) difdain their Wives for them. Their clothing is a Petticoate, of 
Silk or Cloth, with many filver or golden Laces, with a very broad double Ribband 
of fome light colour with long filver or golden Tags hanging down before, the whole 
length of their Peticoat to the ground, and the like behind; their Wafcoats made 
likebodies,withskirts,lacedlikewife with gold or filver, without fleeves, and a girdle 
about their body of great price ftuck with Pearls and knots of Gold, (if they be any 
wayes well efteemed of) their fleeves are broad and open at the end, of Holland or fine 
China linnen, wrought fome with coloured filkes; fome with filke and gold, fome 
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with filk and filver, hanging down aimoft unto the ground • the locks of their heads are 

covered with fome wrought quoife, and over it another of net-work of lilk bound, with 
a fair filk,or filver or golden ribband which crofleth the upper part of their forehead ; 
and hath commonly worked out in letters fome light and foolifh love pofie ; their bare* 
black and tauny brefts are covered with bobs hanging from their chaines of pearls! 
And when they go abroad, they ufe a white mantle of lawn or cambrick rounded 
with a broad lace, which fome put over their heads, the breadth reaching only to 
their middle behind, that their girdle and ribbands may be feen, and the two ends 
before reaching to the ground aimoft; others call their mantles only upon their fhoul- 
ders, and fwaggerers like,call the one end over the left (liouider, that they may the 
better jog the right arme, andfhew their broad fleeve as they walke along; others in- 
ftead of this mantle ufe fome rich filke petticoat, to hang upon their left fhoulder, while 
with their right acme they fupport the lower part of it, more like roaring boyes,tben ho- 
neft civil maids.Their fhooes are high and of many foies, the outfide whereof of the pro- 
faner fort are plated with a lift of filver, which is faftned with fmall nailes of broad 
filver heads. Moft of thefe are or have been Haves, though love have fet them loofe at 
liberty,to enflave fouls to fin and Satan. And thdre are fo many of this kind both men and 
women grown to a height of pride and vanity, that many times the Spaniards have feared 
they would rife up and mutiny againft them. And for the loofeneffe of their lives, and 
publick fcandals committed by them and the better fort of the Spaniards , I have heard 
them fay often who have profeffed more religion and feajr of God, they verily thought 
God would deftoy that City, and give up the Country into the power of fome other 
nation. 

I will not relate particulars of their obfcene and fcandalous, yea and publick carria* 
ges which would offend my Readers patience, and make his ears to tingle; only I 
fay, certainly God is offended with that fecond Sodom, whofe inhabitants though 
now they be like the green bay-tree flourifhing with jewels, pearls, gold, filver, and all 
worldly pleafures; They Jlallfoonbe cut down like thegraffte, 'and'Wither, as the green herb* 
Pfal. 37. 2. And though their great Mafter and Cardinall BeUarmine make ohtward 
happineffe and flourifhing a marke and note of 'a true Church'and Congregation of 
Gods people; and of my felf I could fay with David in the 73; Pfal. 2,3. when I lived 
blindly amongft them, My feet Were aimoft gone , my feet had welUnigh flipt; for I Was. 
envious at the foolifh,When IfaW the profperity of the Wicked ; yet now being enlightned 
in a more fare and certain truth, I will conclude of them, as David of the flourifhing. 
wicked men ofhis time in the fame Chapter the 16, 17,18. v. when I thought to know 
this , it Was too painfull for me , untill 1 Went into the Sanlluary of God, then underftood I 
their end,. Surtly thou didft fet them in flippery places ; thou calteft them down to deftruElion, 
And I doubt not but the flourifhing of Mexico- in coaches, horfes, ftreets, women, 
and apparell is very flippery, and will make thofe proud inhabitans flip and fall into 
the power and dominiop/of fome other Prince of this,world, ana hereafter in the 
World to come,into the powerfull hands of an angry Judge, who is the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, which Paul faith Heb. 10. 31. is a fearfull thing. For this City 
doth not only flourifh in the wayes aforefaid, but alfo in their fuperftitious worfhipping 
of God and Saints,they exceed Rome it felf, and all other places of Chnftendome. Ana 
it is a thing which I have very much and carefully obferved in all my travailes both in 
Europe and America, that in thofe Cities wherein there is moft lewd licentioufnefle of life, 
there is alfo moft coft in the Temples, and moft publick fuperftitious worfhipping of God 
and of the Saints. 

Itfeems that religion teacheth that all wickednefle is allowable, fb the Churches and 
Clergy flourifh; nay while the purfe is open to lafcivioufnefTe, if it be likewife opened to 
enrich the temple wals and roofes, this is better then any their holy water to wafh 
away the filth of the other. Rome is held to be the head of fuperftition; and what 
ftately Churches, Chappels, and Cloifters are in it ? what fallings, what proceffi- 
ons, what appearances of devotion ? and on the other fide, what liberty, vvhatpro= 
faneneffe, what whoredomes, nay what fins of Sodom are committed in it? In fo 
much that it could be the faying of a Fryer to my felf while I was in it, that he verily 
thought there was no one City in the world wherein were more Atheifts then in Rome. 

I might {hew this truth in Madrid, Sevill, Jfaladolid, and other famous Cities in 
Spain, and in Italy, in MMan , Gma and Naples, relating many inftances of fcandals 
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committed in thofe places, and yet the Temples mightily enriched by fuch who have 
thought thofe almes a fufficient warrant to free them from hell and Purgatory. But I mutt 
retur n to Mexico which is mi/le tefies of this truth, fin and wickednefFe abounding in it 5 
and yet no fuch people in the world toward the Church and Clergy, who in their life 
timeftrive to exceed one another in their gifts to the Cloifters of Nuns and Fryers, 
fume ereding Altars to their beft devoted Saints, worth many thoufand thoufand duc- 
kats, others prefenting crowns of gold to the pictures of Mary, others lamps, others gol¬ 
den chains, others building Cloifters at their own charge, others repairing them, others 
at their death leaving to them two or three thoufand duckats for an annuall ftipend. A- 
mong thefe great Benefadors to theChurches of that City I fliould'wrong my Hiftory 
lflfhould forget one that lived in my time, called Alrnfo Cuellar, who was reported to 
haveaClofet in his houfe laid with bars of gold in ftead of bricks; though indeed it was 
not fo, but only reported for his abundant riches and ft ore of bars of gold which he 
hadinonecheft ftanding in a clofet diftant from another, where he had a cheft full 
of wedges of filver. This man alone built a Nunnery of Francifcan Nuns, which flood 
him in above thirty thoufand duckats, and left unto it for the maintenance of the 
Nuns two thoufand duckats yearly, with obligation of fome Mafles, to be faid in the 
Church every year for his foul after his deceaie. And yet this mans life was fo fcan- 
dalous, that commonly in the night with two fervants he would round the City,vifi- 
ting fuch fcandalous perfons whole attire before hath been defcribed, carrying his 
beads in his hands, and at every houfe letting fall a bead, and tying a falfe knot, that 
when he came home in the morning towards break of the day he might number by 
his beades the uncivil ftations he had walked and vifited that night. But thefe his works 
of darkneffe came to light, and were publifhed far and near for what happened unto 
him whilft I was in Mexico ; for one night meeting at one of his ftations with a gentle¬ 
man that was jealous of him, fwords on both fides were drawn, the Concubine 
firftwas ftabbed by the Gentleman who was better manned and attended; and Cuellar 
(who was but a Merchant ) was mortally wounded and left for dead, though after¬ 
wards he recovered. Great Aimes and liberality towards religious houfes in that City 
commonly are coupled with great and fcandalous wickednefle. They wallow in the 
bed of riches and wealth, and make their Aimes the Coverlet to cover their loofe and 
lafcivious lives. From hence are the Churches fo fairly built and adorned. There are 
not above fifty Churches and Chappels, Cloifters and Nunneries, and Parifh Chur¬ 
ches in that City; but thofe that are there are the faireft that ever my eyes beheld, the 
roofes and beams being in many of them all daubed with gold, and many Altars with 
fundry marble pillars, and others with Brafil wood ftaies ftanding one above another 
with Tabernacles for feverall Saints richly wrought with golden colours, fo that twen¬ 
ty thoufand duckats is a common price of many of them. Thefe caufe admiration 
in the common fort of people, and admiration brings on daily adoration in them to 
thofe glorious fpeftacles and images of Saints; fo Satan fliewes Chrift all the glory of 
the Kingdomes to entice him to admiration, and then All thefe things Win I give thee if 
thou ^i It fall down and Veorjbip me, Mat. 4.8,9. The Devill will give all the world to 
be adored. 


Befides thefe beautifull buildings, the inward riches belonging to the Altars are in¬ 
finite in price and value; fuch as Copes, Canopies, hangings. Altar clothes, Candle- 
ftickes. Jewels belonging to the Saints, and crowns of gold and filver, and Tabernacles 
of gold and Cryftall to carry about their Sacrament in Proceffion, all which would 
mount to the worth of a reafonable mine of filver, and would be a rich prey for any 
nation that could make better ufe of wealth and riches. I will not fpeak much of the 
lives of the Fryers and Nuns of that City, but only that there they enjoy more liber¬ 
ty then in the parts of Europe (where yet they have too much ) and that furely the 
Jcandals committed by them do cry up to heaven for vengeance,judgement and deftru- 
cfion. 

In my time in the Cloifterofthe Mercenarian Fryers which is entituled for the Re¬ 
demption of Captives, there chanced to be an election of a ProvinciaJl to rule over 
them, to the which all the Priors and heads of the Cloifters about the countrey had 
reforted; and fuch wastheir various and fa&ious difference, that upon the fuddain all 
the Convent was in an uproar, their Canonical! eledion was turned to mutiny and 
strife, knives were drawn, many wounded, the fcandall and danger of murther fo 
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great, that the Viceroy was fain to interpofe his authority and to fit amongft them and 
guard the Cloifter untiil their Provinciall was eleded. It is ordinary for the Fryers to 
vifit their devoted Nuns, and to fpend whole daies with them, hearing their muficke 
feeding on their fweet meats, and for this purpofe they have many chambers which they 
call Loquutorios, to talke in, with wooden bars between the Nuns and them, and in thefe 
chambers are tables for the Fryers to dine at; and while they dine,the Nuns’recreate them 
with their voices. Gentlemen and Citizens give their daughters to be brought up in thef<? 
Nunneries,where they are taught to make all forts of Conlerves and Preferves,all forts of 
needlework, all forts of mufick, which is foexquifite in that City, that I dare be bold to 
fay, that the people are drawn to their Churches more for the delight of the mufick; 
then for any delight in the fervice of God. More, they teach thefe young children to ad 

like players, and to entice the people to their Churches make thefe children to ad fhott 

dialogues in their Quires, richly attiring them with mens and womens apparell,efpecially 
uponMidfummer day, and the eight daies before their Chriftmas, which is fo'gallantly 
performed, that many fadiousftnfes, and Angle combates have been, and fome were in 
my time, for defending which of thefe Nunneries moil excelled in mufick, and in the 
training up of children. No delights are wanting in that City abroad in the world 
nor in their Churches, which fhould be the houfe of God, and the fouls, not the fenfes 
delight. 

The chief place in the City is the Market place, which though it be not as (paci- 
cious as in Montezuma his time, yet is at this day very fair and wide, built all with Ar¬ 
ches on the one fide where people may walke dry in time of rainj and there are fhops 
of Merchants furnifhed with all forts of ftuffes and filks, and before them fit women 
felling all manner of fruits and herbes; over againft thefe fhops and Arches is the 
Viceroy his palace, which taketh up almoft the whole length of the market with the 
wals of the houfe and of the gardens belonging to it. At the end of the Viceroy his 
Palace, is the chief prifon which is ftrong of ftone work. Next to this is the beau- 
tifull ftreet called la plateria, or Goldfmiths-ftreet, where a mans eyes may behold in 
leffe then an hour many millions worth of gold, filver, pearls and jewels. The 
ftreet of St. Auftin is rich and comely, where live all that trade in hikes • but one of the 
longeft and broadeft ftreets is the ftreet called Tacuba , where almoft all the fhops are of 
Ironmongers, and of fuch as deal in brafTe and fteel, which is joyning to thole Ar¬ 
ches whereon the water is conveyed into the City, and is fo called for that it is the way 
out of the City to a Town called Tacuba ; and this ftreet is mentioned far and near, 
not fo much for the length and breadth of it, as for a fmall commodity of needles 
which are made there, and for proof are the beft of all thofe parts. For ftately buil¬ 
dings the ftreet called del Aquila , the ftreet of the eagle, exceeds the reft,where live Gen¬ 
tlemen, and Courtiers, and Judges belonging to the Chancery, and is the palace of 
the Marqueffe del Valle from the line of Ferdtnando Cortez this ftreet is fo called from 
an old Idoll an Eagle of ftone which from the conqueft lieth in a corner of that ftreet, 
and is twice fo bigas London ftone. The gallants of this City fhew themfelves daily 
fome on horfe-back, and moft in Coaches about four of the clock in the afternoon in 
a pleafant fhady field, called la Alameda , full of trees and walkes, fomewhat like 
unto our More-fields, where do meet as conftantly as the Merchants upon our Ex¬ 
change about two thoufand Coaches, full of Gallants, Ladies* and Citizens, to fee 
and to be feep, to court and to be courted, the Gentlemen having their train of black- 
more flaves fome a dozen, fome half a dozen waiting on them, in brave and gallant 
Liveries, heavy with gold and filver lace, with filk ftockings on their back legs,. and ro- 
fes on their feet, and fwords by their fides; the Ladies alfo carry their train by their 
Coaches fide of fuch jet-like Damofcls as before have been mentioned for theirlightap- 
parell,who with their bravery and white mantles over them feem to be, as the Spaniard 
faith, mofca en leche, a flie in milke. But the train of the Viceroy who often goeth to this 
place is wonderfull ftately, which fome fay is as great as the train ofhisMafter the King 
of Spain. At this meeting are carried about many forts of fweetmeats and papers of 
comfites to be fold, for to relifha cup of cool water, which is cried about in curious 
glafles to cool thebloud of thofe love-hot gallants. But many times thefe their mee¬ 
tings fweetned with conferves and comfits have fowre fawce at the end, for jealoufie 
will not fuffer a Lady to be courted, no nor fometimes to be fpoken to, but puts fury, 
into the violent hand to draw a fword or dagger and to ftab or murtber whom he was 
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jealous of, and when one fword is drawn thoufands are prefently drawn, fome to right 
the party wounded or murthered; others to defend the party murthering,-whofe friends 
will not permit him to be apprehepded, but will guard him with drawn fwords untill they 
have conveyed him to the Sanftuary of fome Church,from whence the Viceroy his power 
is not able to take him for a legall tryall. 

Many of thefe fuddain skirmifhes happened whileft I lived about Mexico : of which Ci¬ 
ty a whole volume might be compiled,but that by otherAuthors much hath been written, 
and I defire not to fill my Hiftory with trifles, but only with what is moft remarkable in 
it. I may not omit yet from the fituation of it upon a lake to tell that certainly the water 
hath its paftage under all the ftreets ofit; for towhrd the ftreet of,St. Aaftin, and the 
lower parts of the City, I can confidently aver that in my time before the removing of 
the Lake thofe that died were rather drowned then buried, for a grave could not be dig¬ 
ged with an ordinary graves depth, but they met with water, and I was eye-witneflTe of 
many thus buried, whofe coffins was covered with water. And this is fo apparent that had 
not the Cloifter of the Augaftirtes often been repaired andalmoft rebuilt, it had quite 
funk by this. In my time it was a repairing, and I faw the old pillars had funk very low, 
upon the which they were then laying new foundations, and I was credibly informed 
that that was the third time that new pillars had been ereded upon the old which were 
quite funk away. This City hath but three wayes to come unto it by Cawfey; the one 
is from the Weft, and that Cawfey is a mile and a half long. Another from the North, 
and containeth three miles in length. Eaftward the City hath no entry; but Southward 
the Cawfey is five miles long, which was the way that Cortez, entredinto it, when he 
conquered it. 

The fruit called Nuchtli ( whereof I have fpoken before, and fome fay this City 
wa9 called Tenuchtlitan from it ) though it be in moft parts of America , yea and now 
In Spain, yet in no place there is more abundance of it then in Mexico , and it is abfo- 
lutely one of the beft fruits in ft. It is like unto the Figge, and fo hath many little ker¬ 
nels or grains within, but they are fomewhat larger, ana crowned like unto a Medler. 
There are of them offundry colours, fome are green without, and carnation-like with¬ 
in, which have a good tafte. Others are yellow, and others white, and fome fpeck- 
led; the beft fort are the white; It is a fruit that will laft long. Some of them tafte 
of Pears, and other fome of Grapes; It is a cold and a frefh fruit and beft efteemed in 
the heat of Summer. The Spaniards do more efteeme them then the Indians. The 
more the ground is laboured where they grow, the fruit is fo much the better. There 
is yet another kind of this fruit red, and that is nothing fomuch efteemed, although 
his tafte is not evill; but becaufe it doth colour and die the eaters mouth, lips and 
apparell, yea and maketh the Urine look like pure bloud. Many Spaniards at their 
firft coming into India , and eating this fruit, were amazed and at their wits end, 
thinking that all the bloud in their bodies came out in Urine; yea and many Phyfi- 
tians at their firft coming were of the fame belief. And it hath happened when they 
have beenfent for unto lueh as have eaten this fruit, they not knowing the caufe,and 
beholding the Urine, by and by they have adminiftred medicines to ftaunch bloud; a 
thing to laugh at, to fee Phyfitians fo deceived. The skin of the outfide is thick 
and full of little fmall prickles, and when it is cut downright with one cut to the 
kernels, with one finger you may uncleave the whole skin round about without break¬ 
ing it,and take out the fruit to eat. The Spaniards ufe to jeft with it with ftrangers,taking 
halfadozenof them,andrubbingthemin a napkin,thofe fmall prickles which can fcarce 
be feen or perceived ftick invifibly unto the napkin, wherewith a man wiping his 
mouth to drink', thofe little prickles ftick in his lipsfo that they feem to fow them up 
together, and make him for awhile faulter in hisfpeech, till with much rubbing and 
wafhing they come off. There is another fruit twice of the bigneffe of a great warden, 
yftvich they call the growing Mariner Blanco , or white meat, which is a dainty difh 
made by them with the white of a Gapon, Cream, and Rice, and fugar and fweet wa¬ 
ters, much like unto the which tafteth this fruit. It is as fweet as any hony, and diflolves 
like melted fnow in the mouth into a juyee moft lufcious;within, it is full of hard black 
kernels or ftones, which being cracked are bitter, and thefe not joyned together, but 
by divifion one from another, each one having a bag, or little skin difeerning them 
intheir ranks and orders, fo that when you cut this fruit in the middle it reprefents a 
Chequer board with black and white; the white is fuckt or eaten and the kernels thrown 
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away. But I, can not forgec that which, they call Pint*, or Pine appJe-uot the Pine apple of 

tlieiugh Pine tree,but a pine apple, that groweth upon a lower ihrub with prickly kaves, 
and is bigger then our btggeft Muslim Ilians in England, when it is. ripe; it is yellow with¬ 
out and within; without it is full, of little-bunches, and within l'o juycy and cool that 
nothing more dangerous then to eat much of it. Beforethey eat it, they cut it in round 
flices,and lay it a while in. felt and water, and fo being fcoured half an hour in that fait 
and water which taketh, much of the ra.wn.effe and coldnefle from it,and then putting into 
dirties with more frefti water they eatif thus.But the better way of eating it, is preferred, 
which is abfolutely the belt preferve in all that Countrey. There is alfo’the Grape’ 
(though they make not wine of it ) the Apple, the Pfear,the Quince,the Peach, the Apri- 
cock, the PQmegranate,the. MuskmilJian, the Plantin,che Figge,the Walnut,the Chefnut, 
the Orange,the Lemmon both fowre and fweet, the Citron in great abundance. Moft of 
the fruits of Europe, and as many more, which Europe never knew. About Mexico more 
then in any other part gpowetb that excellent tree called Med, which they plant and 
drefle as they do their Vines in Europe. It hath near forty kinds of leaves, which ferve 
for many ufes; for when they be tender they make of them Conferees, Paper, Flax, Man-- 
tles,Ma ts,Sliou es,girdles, and, cordage. On thefe leaves grow certain prickles lo’ftrong 
and fharpe that they ufe them in flead of lawes: from the root of this tree cometh a 
juyce like unto fyrup, which being fod will become Sugar. You may alfo make of it 
Wine and Vineger. The Indians, often become drunke with it. The rin d rolled healeth 
hurts and fores, and from: the top, boughs lflueth a gunune, which is an excellent antidote 
again!! poyfon. I here is nothing in Mexico and about it wanting which may make a City 
happy; and certainly had thofe that havef© much extolled with their pens'the parts of 
Granada in Spain, Lombardy, and Elorence 'vsx Italy, making them the ebrrhly Paradife, had 
they been acquaited with the new Worldand with Mexico ; they would have recanted 
their untruths. 

Ob that the Lord were truly worlhipped where he hath powred forth the treafures of 
hisgoodneflefor the children of men! Oh that in that Edkn the tempting and entifipg 
Serpent were not fo much obeyed in the ufe of the fair feenung Apple of pleafures, and 
the Lord that hath enriched it with fuch varieties fa much negle&ed! How tong O Lord 
God, how long (hall the line of the wicked flourilh, and the heft portion be fallen to Ido¬ 
laters and to the workers of iniquity! 

This City is the feat off an Archbilhop, and of a Viceroy, who commonly is 
fome great Noble man of Spain, whofe power is to make Lawes and Ordinances, 
to give diredions and determine controverfies , unleffe it be in fuch great caufes, 
which are thought fit to be referred to the Councetl of Spain. And chough there 
be about the Country many governments with feverall Governours, yet they are 
all fubordinate to this Viceroy, and there are at leaft four hundred leagues of land 
all governed bv the Princelyfeat of Mexico. Moft of the Governours about the Coun¬ 
try being the Viceroy his Creatures, placed by him, do contribute great gifts and 
bribes for their preferment; fo likewife do ah the reft whofe right or wrong proceed¬ 
ings depend upon the Viceroy his clemency and mercy in judging ehedayly appeals 
of Juftice which come unto him. The King of Spain allowes him out of his Ex¬ 
chequer yearly a hundred thoufknd duckats whileft he governs; his time being but 
five years. But commonly with their bribes to the Courtiers of Spain , and to the 
Counfellours for the Eftate of the India s they get a prorogation of five years more, 
and forqetimes of ten, It is incredible to fhink what this Viceroy may get a year in 
that place befides his hundred thoufknd duckats of rent, if he be a man covetous 
and given to trading, ( as moft of them are) for then they will be Mailers of what 
commodities they pleafe, and: none elfe fball deal in them but themfelves; as did the 
Marquelfe of Serralvo in my time, who was the heft Monopolifl of fait that ever thofe 
parts knew. This man was thought to get a Million a year, what with gifts and pre- 
fents, what with his Trading to Spam and Philippine. He governed ten years,and in this 
timehefent to the King of Spain a Popingay worth half a MiHion, and in one year more 
hefent the worth of a Million to the Count of Olivares, and other Courtiers to obtain 
a prorogation for five years more. Befides the Viceroy there are commonly fix Judges 
and a Kings Attorney, who are allowed out of the Kings Exchequer yearly twelve 
thouland duckats a piece rent, befides two Alcaldes dt Corn, or high juft ices, who with 
the Viceroy judge all Chancery and eriminall caufes. But thefe (though united to- 
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gether they may oppofe the Viceroy in any unlawful! and unjuftifiabje action, as fome 
have done and have fmarted for it, yet commonly they dare nor. So that he doth what he 
lifteth, and it is enough for him to (ay, fiat pro ratione voluntas. This power joyned with 
covetoufnefle in the Viceroy, and threescore thoufand duckats yearly, joyned with pride 
in the Arch-bifhop, was like to be the ruine of that City in the year 1624. Then was the 
Count of Celves Viceroy, and Don Alonfo de Zerna Arch-bifhop, whofe two pow¬ 
ers ftriving and ftriking at one another' like two flints, had almoft brought to combn- 
ftion that gallant City, and didfet onfiretheViceroyhisPalace,andtheprifon joyning 
to it. 

The ftory was thus, which may be profitable for other nations, to beware of cove¬ 
tous governours and proud Prelates,; and therefore I thought fit to iniert it here. 
The Count of G elves was in fome things one of the beft Viceroys and Governours that 
ever the Court of Spain fent to America, for he was called by the Spaniards, el terrible 
fufiiciero , .y fuego de Ladiones , that is, terrible for Juftice, and fire to confume all theeves. 
For he cleared all the high wayes of theeves, hanging them as often as they were caughr 
without mercy, and did fend out troops and officers to apprehend them, fo that it 
was generally reported that fince the conqueft unto thofe dayes of his there had never 
been fo many theeves and malefactors hanged up as in his time. So in all other points 
of juftice he was fevere and upright. But yet covetoufnefle did fo blind him to fee his 
own injuftice, that before he could fee it, he had brought the City of Mexico and 
the whole Kingdome to a danger of rebellion. What he would not to be feen in him- 
felf, he aded by others his inftruments. And one of them was one Don Pedro Mexia 
a mighty rich Gentleman of Mexico , whom he chofetojoyne with him in monopoli¬ 
zing all the Indian Maiz,and wheat about the Country. Don Pedro Mexia of the Indian 
bought at the price he lift their Maiz, and the wheat of the Spaniards he bought it accor¬ 
ding to that price at which it is taxed by the law of that land to be fold at in time of fa¬ 
mine ; which is at fourteen Rials a bulhell, (which is not much there confidering the a- 
bundance of gold and fxlver ) at which price the Farmers and husbandmen knowing 
it to be a plentifull year were glad and willing to fell unto him their wheat, not knowing 
what the end would be, and othersfiearing to gainfay him, whom they knew to be the 
Viceroyes favorite. Thus Don Pedro Mexia, filled all his barns which he had hired about 
theCountrey,andhimfelfandthe Viceroy became owners of all the wheat. He had his 
officers appointed to bring it into the Markets upon his warning, and that was when fome 
fmall remnants that had efcaped his fingers were fold,and the price raifed. Then hoifed he 
his price, and doubled it above what it had coft him. The poor began to complain, 
the rich to murmure, the taxeofthe law was moved in the Court of Chancery before 
the Viceroy. But he being privy to the Monopoly expounded the law to be under- 
ftood in time of famine, and that he was informed, that it was a plentifull year as 
ever had been, and that to his knowledge there was as much brought into the Mar¬ 
kets as ever had been, and plenty enough for Mexico and all the Countrey. Thus was 
the law flighted,the rich mocked, the poor opprefled,and none fold wheat but Don Pe¬ 
dro Mexia his officers for himfelf and the Viceroy. When Juftice would be no father, the 
people go to their mother the Church; and having underftood the bufinefle better’and 
that it was Don Pedro Mexia, who did tyrannize and opprefle them with the Vice’roy 
his favour, they intreat the Archbilhop to make it a cafe of Confidence, and to reduce 
it to a Church cenfure. Don Alonfo de Zerna the Archbilhop, who had alwayesftoma- 
ched Don Pedro Mexia and the Viceroy,to pleafe the people, granted to them to excom- 
municateDon Pedro Mexia, and fo fent out bils of excommunication to be fixed upon 
all the Church dores againft Don Pedro; who not regarding the excommunication, and 
keeping clofe at home, andftill felling his wheat, railing higher the price then it was 
before, the Archbilhop raifed his cenfure higher againft him, adding to it a Bill of 
Ceffatio d divinls, that is, a ceflation from all divine fervice. This Cenfure is fo great 
Wl !i a ifc 1 * thatlt isnever ufed but for fome great mans fake, who is contumacious 
and itubborn in his wayes, contemning the power of the Church. Then are all the 
Church dores Ihut up, ('let the City be never fo great) no Malles are faid, no prayers 
tfled, no preaching permitted, no meetings allowed for any publick devotion or cal¬ 
ling upon God. Their Church mournesas it were, and makes no Ihew of fpirituall 
joyand comfort, nor of any communion of prayers one with another, fo long as the 
party continues itubborn\and rebellious in his finne and fcandall, and in yeelding to 







A Nenp Survey of the W eft-indies. 

the Churches cenfure. And further whereas by this ceffation d divinis, many Chur¬ 
ches and efpecially Cloiftersfuifer in the means of their livelihood, who live upon what 
isdayly given for the Malfes they fay , and in a Qoifter where thirty or forty Priefts 
fay Made, fo many pieces of Eight or crowns in Mexico do dayly come in; therefore this 
cenfure or ceffatio a diving is fo inflidted upon the whole Churchfal fuffering for it as they 
fay in fpiricuall, and fome in temporal! wayes) that the party offending or fcandalizing, 
forwhofe fake this curfe is laid upon all, is bound to latisfie all Priefts and Cloifters 
which in the way aforefaid fuffer, and to allow them fo much out of his means, as they 
might have dayly got by felling away their Malfes for fo many crowns for their dayly 
livelihood.To this would the Archbifhop have brought Don Pedro Mexia , to have empti¬ 
ed out of his purfe near athoufand crowns dayly, towards the maintenance of about a 
thoafand Priefts (fo many there may be in Mexico ) who from the Altar fell away their 
bread-God to fatisfie with bread and food their hungry ftomachs. And fecondly by the 
peoples fuffering in their fpirituall comfort,& non-communion of prayers and idolatrous 
worfhip,. he thought to make Don Pedro Mexia odious to the people. Don Pedro percei¬ 
ving the lpitefull intents of the Archbifhop, and hearing the outcries of the people in the 
ftreetsagainft him, and their cries for the ufe and liberty of their Churches, fecretly re¬ 
tired himfelf to the Palace of the Viceroy, begging his favour and prote&ion,for whofe 
fake he fuffered. The Viceroy immediately fent out his Orders, commanding the bils 
©f excommunication and ceffatiorf d diviwc to be pulled from the Church dores, and to 
all the Superiors of the Cloifters to fet open their Churches, and fo celebrate their 
fervice and Maffes as formerly they had done. But they difobeying the Viceroy through 
blind obedience to their Archbifhop, the Viceroy commanded the Archprelate to re- 
voke his cenfures. But his anfwer was that what he had done, had been juftly done a- 
gainft a publick offender and great oppreffor of the poor, whofe cries had moved him 
to commiferate their fuffering condition, and that the offenders contempt of his firfl: 
excommunication had deferved the rigour of the fecond cenfure 5 neither of the which 
he would nor could revoke untill Don Pedro Mexia had fubmitted himfelf to the 
Church and to a publick abfolutidn, and had fatisfied the Priefts and Cloifters who 
fuffered for him, and had declaimed that unlawfull and unconfcionable Monopolie, 
wherewith he wronged the whole common-wealth, and efpecially the poorer fort 
therein. 

Thus did that proud Prelate arrogantly in termes exalt himfelf againft the au¬ 
thority of his Prince and Ruler, contemning his command with a flat denial!, think¬ 
ing himfelf happy in imitating Ambrofe his fpirit againft the Emperour TheodoJitu r truft~ 
ing in the power of his keyes, and in the ftrength of his Church and Clergy, which 
with the rebellion of the meaner fort he refolved to oppofe againft the power and 
ftrength of his Magiftrate. The Viceroy not brooking this fawcy anfwer from a 
Prieft, commanded him prefently to be apprehended and to be guarded to St. %ohn 
dt Vlhtta, and there to be fhipped for Spain. The Archbifhop having notice of this the 
Viceroy his refolution, retired himfelf out of Mexico to Guadalupe with many of his 
Priefts and Prebends, leaving a bill of excommunication upon the Church dores a- 
gainft the Viceroy himfelf, and thinking privily to flie to Spain there to give an account 
of his carriage and behaviour .But he could not flie fofaft, but the Viceroy his care and 
vigilancy ftill eyed him,and with his Serjeants and Officers purfued him to Guadalupe. 
Which the Archbifhop undemanding, he betook himfelf to the famfruary of the Church, 
and there caufed the candles to be lighted upon the Altar, and the facrament of his Bread- 
God to be taken out of the Tabernacle, and attiring himfelf with his PontifiCall vefti- 
ments, with his Mitre on his head, his Crozier in one hand, in the other he took his 
God of bread, and thus with his train Of Priefts about him at the Altar,. he waited 
for the coming of the Serjeants and Officers, whom he thought with his God in his 
hand, and with a Here I am, to aftonifh and amaze, and to make them as Chrift the 
Jewes in the garden, to fall backwards, and to difable them from laying hands upon 
him. The Officers coming into the Church went towards the Altar where the Bifhop 
flood, and kneeling down firft to worfhip their God made a fhort prayer; which be¬ 
ing ended, they propounded unto the Bifhop with courteous and fair words the caufe 
of their coining to that place, requiring him to lay down the Sacrament; and to 
come out of the Church, and to hear the notification of what orders they brought 
unto him in the Kings name. To whom the Archbifhop replied, that whereas ch«& 
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Matter the Viceroy was excommunicated he looked upon him as one out of the pale of 
the Church, and one without any power, or authority to command him in the houfe 
of God, andfo required them as they tendered the good of their fouls to depart peace¬ 
ably, and not to infringe the priviledges and immunity of the Church, by exercifing in 
it any legall ad of fecular power and command; and that he would not go out of the 
Church, unlefle they durft take him and the Sacrament together. With this the head 
officer named Tiroll, flood up and notified unto him an order in the Kings name to ap¬ 
prehend his perfon in what place foever he fhould find him, and to guard him to the 
Port of St. John de Vlhua, and there to deliver him to whom by further order he 
(hould be direded there, to be (hipped for as a Traitour to the Kings crown, a 
troubler of the common peace,'an author and mover of fedition in the Common¬ 
wealth. The Arch-bifhop fmiling upon Tiroll anfwered him. Thy Matter ufethtoo 
high termes and wolds, which do better agree unto himfelf; for I know no mutiny 
or fedition like to trouble the Common-wealth, unlefle it be by his and • Bon Pedro 
Mexia his opprefling of the poor. And as for thy guarding me to St. John de Vlhua , 
I conjure thee by Jefus Chrift, whom thou knoweft I hold in my hands, not to ufe 
here any violence in Gods houfe, from whofe Altar I am refolved not to depart; take 
heed God punifh thee not as he did Jeroboam for ftretching forth his hand at the Altar 
againft the Prophet, let his withered hand reminde thee of thy duty. But Tiroll buffe¬ 
red him not to fquander away the time and ravell it out with further preaching, but 
called to the Altar a Prieft, whom he had brought for that purpofe, and commanded 
him in the Kings name to take the Sacrament out of the Arch-bifhops hand; which the 
Prieft doing, the Arch-bilhop unvefted himfelf of his Pontificals, and (though with 
many repetitions of the Churches immunity ) yeelded himfelf unto Tiroll, and ta¬ 
king his leave of all his Prebends, requiring them to be witnefles of what had been 
done, he went prifoner to Si. John de Vlhua , where he was delivered to the cuftody 
of the Governour of the Cattle, and not many dayes after vyas fent in a (hip prepa¬ 
red for that purpofe to Spain to the King and Councell, with a full charge of all his 
carriages and mifdemeanours. Some of the City of Mexico in private began to talke 
ftrangely againft the Viceroy, and to ftomach the banifliment of their Arch-bifhop, 
becaufe he had flood out againft fo high a power in defence of the poor and opprefled, 
and thefe their private grudges they foon vented in publick with bold and arrogant 
fpeeches againft Bon Pedro Mexia , and the Viceroy, being fet on and incouragea by 
the Priefts and Prebends, who it feems had fworn blind obedience to their Arch-Pre¬ 
late, and therewith thought they could difpenfe with their confciences in their obedi¬ 
ence and duty to their Magiftrate. Thus did thofe Incendiaries for a fortnight together 
blow the fire of fedition and rebellion, efpecially amongft the inferiour fort of people 
and the Griolians or native Spaniards , and the Indians and Mulatto's, whom they knew 
brooked not the fevere and rigorous juftice and judgment of the Viceroy, no nor any 
Governmenc that was appointed oyer them from Spain- untill at the fortnights end, 
Tiroll returned from St. John do Vlhua • and then began the fpite and malice of all the 
malecontents to break out, then began a fire of mutiny to be kindled, which was 
thought would have confumed and buried in alhes that great and famous City. Tiroll 
was not a little jealous of what mifehief the common rabble intended againft him, and 
fo kept clofe, not daring to walke the ftreets; yet his occafions inviting him to the Vice¬ 
roy his Palace, ventured himfelf in a Coach with drawn curtains, which yet could 
not blind the eyres of the fpightfull and malicious and male-contents,who had notice that 
he was in the Coach, and before he could get to the market place, three or four boyes 
began to cry out, Judas , Judas, alia va Judas , there goeth Judas that laid his hands 
upon Chrifts Vicar; others joyned with them faying, ahorquemos a efie Judas , let us 
hangup this Judas ; the number of boyes yet increafed, crying aloud and boldly af¬ 
ter the Coach, Muera el Vellaco defcomulgado la muerte de Judas , muera el pica- 
vo i muera el perro , let (his excommunicated rogue and dog die the death of Judas- 
the Coachman lafhed the mules, the Coach polled, the boyes hailed after with Hones 
and dirt, the number increafed fo,that before Tiroll could get through two ftreets only, 
there were rifen above two hundred boyes, of Spaniards , Indians, Blackmores , and 
Mulattos. With much adoe Tiroll got to the Viceroy his Palace, polling for his 
life, and his firftcare wastowilhthe Porters to (hut all the Palace gates: for he was 
fearfull of what peefently happened, of a more generall infurredion and uproar. For 
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no (boner was he got into the Viceroy his houfe, anti the gates fiiut up, but there were 
gathered to the Market place (as I was credibly informed by thole that law and obferved 
diligently that dayes trouble ) above two thoufand people, all of mferiour rank and qua- 
hey ; and yet the number ftill mere,tied till they were judged to be about fix or feven 
thoufand.They all cryed out for Tirollthe Judas, iparing neither hones nor dirt which 
they did fling at the Palace windowes. 

The Viceroy fent a mortage to them defiring them to be quiet, and to betake them- 
helves to their houfes, certify ing them that TiroJl was not in his Palate, but efcaped 
out of a backdoor. The rude multitude would not be fatisfied with this, being now 
fetonby two or three Pnefts who were joyned with them, and fo they began more 
violently to batter the Palace gates and wals, having brought pikes and hoi bards, 
and Ipng poles j others had got a few Pil'tols and binding Pieces, wherewith they Ihot^ 
not caring whom they killed or wounded in the .Palace. It was wonderfiill to fee 
that none of the better fort, none of the Judges, nohighjuftice. no inferiour Officers 
durft or would come put to fuppreflfe the multitude , ,t>r to aflift the Viceroy being in 
fo great (danger j nay I was told by feme fhopkeepers who lived in the Marketplace, 
that they made a laughing bufineffe of it, and the people that parted by went fmiling and 
faying. Let the boyes and youngfters alone, they will right our wrongs , they will 
finde out before they have done, both Ttroll and Mexia and him that pro’teds them, 
meaning-the Viceroyjbiit amongft them Was much noted one Prieft, name Salazar , wild 
fpent much (hot and bullets, and more his fpirits in running: about to fpie ’feme 
place of advantage, which he might fooneft batter dowm They found it Teems 
the Prifon doores eafier to open, of elfe withhelpe within they opened them, and 
let out all the malefa&ors, Who joyned with them toaflault the Palace.The Viceroy 
feeing no help came to him from the City, from, his friends, from the Judges of 
the Chancery, from the Kings high Juft ices, nor other officers for the peace,° went 
up to the Zones of his Palace with his Guard and Servants that attended on him, and fet 
up the Royall Standard, andcaufedaTfumper to'be founded to tall the City to aide 
and aflift their King. But this prevailed not, none ftirred, all the chief of the City kept 
within doores. And when the multitude faw theRoyali Standard ouf, and heard the 
Kings name from the Zones , they cryed out, and often repeated it, Vi*va et Rtj , ink* 
era el malgmierno , mneran los des comttlgados, that is to fay, Our King live long, buc 
let theevill government die, and perifh, and let them die that are excommunicated. 
Thefe words faved many of them from hanging afterwards, when the bufineffe was 
tried and fearched into, by Don Martin de Carrillo. And with thefe words in their 
mouths they skirmifhed with them of the Zoties at leaft three hours, they above hur¬ 
ling down ifones, and they beneath hurling up to them and fome fhooting with it 
few PiftoJs and birding Pieces at one another: and marke that in all this bitter skir-i 
mifh there was not a piece of Ordinance (hot, for the Viceroy had none for the 
defence of his Palace or Perfon, neither had or hath that great City any for itsfttength 
and fecurity, the Spaniards living fearlefle of the Indians, and (as they think) fecurd 
from being arinoyed by any forain Nation. There were flain in about fix houfes ir» 
all that this tumult tailed, feven or eight beneath in the Market place, and one 
of the Viceroy his Guard and a Page in the Zoties above The day drawing to an 
end, the multitude brought Pitch and fire, and firft fired the Prifon, then they 
fet on fire part of the Palace, and burnt down the chief gate. This’made fome 
of the City, of the Gentry, and of the Judges to come out, left the fire fhould pfe-» 
vail far upon the City, and toperfwade the people to defift, and to quench the fire. 
Whileft the fire was quenching, many got into the Palace, fome fell upon the ViCci 
royes ftabtes, and there got part of his mules and horfes rich furnitures, others began 
to fall upon fome chefts, others to tear down the hangings, but they were foot* 
perfwaded by the better fort of tbeCky, to defift from fpoitor robbery, left by that 
they fhould be difeovered; others fearched about for Don PedrdMexta , for Ttroll 
and the Viceroy. None of them could be founds having difguifed themfelves andfo 
efcaped. Whither Don Pedro Mexia and Tirol! went, it could not be known in 
many dayes; but certain it was that the Viceroy difguifed himfelf in a Ffartcifcan! 
habit, ahd foin company of a Fryer went through the multitude to the Cloiftef of 
the Francifcans, where he abode all. that year, (and there I law him the yeai* after) 
not dariogto come out* untill he had informed the King and Council of Spdin^ 
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with what hath happened, and of the danger himfelf and the City was in, if not 
timely prevented. The King and Councell of Spain took the bufinefTe to confide- 
ration, and looked upon it as a warning piece, to a further mutiny and rebellion, and 
an example to other parts of America to follow upon any fuch like occafion, if 
fome pumfhment were not infli&ed upon the chief offenders. Wherefore the year 
following 1625. which was when I went to thofe parts, the King fenta new Vice¬ 
roy the Marques of Sarralvo to govern in the place of the Count of Gehes, and efpeci- 
ally to aid and afiift Don Martin de Carrillo ^a Prieft and Inquifitor of the Inquifition 
of Valladolid , who was fent with large Commifiion and authority to examine the 
forefaid tumult and mutiny, and to judge all offenders that {hould be found in it, yea 
and to hang up fuch asfhould deferve death. I was at Mexico in the belt time of the 
tryall, and had intelligence from Don Martin de Carrillo his own Ghoftly father a 
Dominican Fryer of the chief paffages in the examination of the bufinefTe; and the 
refult was, that if Juftice {hould have been executed rightly, moft of the prime of 
Mexico would have fuffered, for not coming in to the Royall Standard, when cal¬ 
led by the found of the Trumpet; the Judges fome were put out of their places,though 
they anfwered that they durft not ftir out, for that they were informed that all the 
City would have rifen againft them if they had appeared in publick. The chief aftors 
were found to be the Criolians or Natives of the Country, who do hate the Spanijl 
Government, and all fuch as come from Spain ; and reafon they have for it, for by 
them they are much oppreffed, as I have before obferved, and are and will be al- 
wayes watching any opportunity to free themfelves from the Spanijb yoake. But the 
chief fomenters of the mutiny were found to be the Bifhops party the Priefts; and 
fo had not Salazar and three more of them fled, they had certainly been fent to the 
Gallies of Spain for Gaily flaves; this judgment was publifhed againft them. There 
were not above three or four hanged of fo many thoufands, and their condemnati¬ 
on was for things which they had ftolen out of the Viceroys Palace. And becaufe 
further inquiry into the rebellion would have brought in at leaft half the City either for 
a&ors, or counfellors, or fomentors, the King was well advifed to grant a generall 
pardon. The Archbifhops proceedings were more difliked in the Court of Spain , 
then the Viceroyes,and was long without any preferment; though, at laft that there 
might be no exceptions taken by his party, nor caufe given for a further ftirring the em¬ 
bers to a greater combuftion,the Councell thought fit to honour him in thofe parts where 
he was born; and to make him Bifhop of Zamora a fmall Bifhoprick in Caftile ; fo 
that his wings were dipt, and from Archbifhop he came to be but Bifhop, and 
from threefcore thoufand Crownes yearly rent he fell to four or five thoufand only 
a year. The Count of Gelves was alfo fent to Spain , and well entertained in the 
Court, and therein made Mafter of the Kings horfe, which in Spain is a Noblemans 
preferment. 

And this Hiftory {hewing the ftate and condition of Mexico , when I travelled to 
thofe parts I have willingly let down, that the Reader may by it be furnifhed with 
better obfervations then my felf (who am but a Neophyte ) am able to deduft. Some¬ 
what might be obferved from the Viceroyes covetoufnefle; which doubtlefle in all 
is a great finne, for as Paul well advifeth, \Tim. 6 . 10. The love of monj is the root of 
all evill; but much more to be condemned in a Prince or Governour; whom it may 
blind in the exercife of Juftice and Judgment, and harden thofe tender bowels 
(which ought to be in himj of a father andfhepheard to his flock and children. We 
may yet from this Viceroyes praftice and example againft a chief head of the Romifh 
Church, difeover thaterrour of the Priefts and Jefuites of England, who perfwade the 
people here that no temporall Magiftrate hath power over them,and that to lay hands 
on them in wrath and anger ( being as they fay Confecrated to God and his Altar ) 
is ipfofatlo a deep excommunication; whereas we fee the contrary in this Viceroy a 
member of the Church ofifewe, and yet exercifing his temporall power againft an 
Arch-bilhop, and by Tiroll taking him from the Church, and as his prifoner fending 
him with juft wrath and anger to a forain and remote place of banifhment. But 
laftly it is my defire that the High and Honourable Court of Parliament which now is 
fitting for the good of this Kingdome, and for the good of it hath already pulled 
down the Hierarchy of fuch Prelates and Archprelates, would look upon the trou¬ 
ble and uproar which the keys of the Church in the hand of an undifereet Prieft 
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brought upon that Ci&y of Mexico. Certainly as the ftrength of the Chtirch well 
ietled, and governed with fubordiration to the Magiftrate, is Jikewife the ftrength 
of the Common-wealth; fo on the other fide the power of the key es in the Clergies 
hand, to call out what inceftuous Corinthian they pleafe, without the reft of the Corin¬ 
thians confent, i Cor. 5.4, 5. may prove dangerous and troublefome to the Common- 
weak and good. For if the Clergy may ufebyitfelf, without the overfeeing eye of 
the Magiftrates Comnufli oners, the power of the keyes; who (hall be free from 
their cenfures, that any way will oppofe them? The poor and ignorant will not only 
be the cbjeft of their cenfures, but the rich, and dhfe, and noble, Ruler and Magi¬ 
ftrate willalfo come under their cenfures; Wherein I finde a Minifter may then as a 
Pope encroach upon the higheft Crown ofan EmperOur. Nay certainly 111 England die 
thoughts of fome fuch afpinng Mimfters have been higher then the thoughts of this 
Archbifhop of Mexico over a Viceroy, the conceit of their power with the Keyes have 
hoifed them above their Prince, for I have heard one of them fay, he knew not but that 
by the power of the keyes he might as well excommunicate the King as any other private 
perfon.This conceit hath made the Pope of Rome fear no earthly Prince, Emperour Ruler 
or Magiftrate; nay this hath made him to be feared, and refpeded, and honoured by 
Kings and Princes; and why may not the fame power in the hands of a Proteftant Clergy’ 
make the meaneft and the higheft to fear and dread them? But fome will fay, the Word 
of God being the Touchftone wherewith they are to try what points may be the fubjeds 
of their cenfures, by fuch a light and guidance they are not like to erre. But they then be¬ 
ing thcmfelves the Judges of the fenfe and meaning of the Word, who (hall oppofe their 
judgment, and their enluing cenfures? What if to their triall and judgment they ftiall 
bring any Law enaded by a High Cqiurt of Parliament, and fhall judge it not according 
to the Word of God, and fo preffe it to the peoples confciences > threatning with their 
cenfures fuch as {hall obey it ? in fuch a cafe how may the power of the keyes unlock and 
open a door to the people of rebellion agairift their lawfull Magnates ? Oh what dangers 
may befall a Common-wealth, when thus the Clergy (hall ftand over poor and rich , 
Subjed and Magiftrate, as Peters ftatueat Rome , with C'roffe-keyes in his hand ? What a 
rebellion did the Archbifhop of Mexico caufe by excommunicating Don Pedro Mexia firft, 
and then the Viceroy? and how did the people fear his keyes more then their Viceroys 
temporall power and authority, fiding with him againft fuch as he had excommunicated ? 
What troubles did that Dodor Smith Bilhop of Chalcedon bring among the Papifts, fmall 
and great ones, not long agoe here in England , laying upon them by the power of the 
Keyes a cenfure of Excommunication, if they confefied to, or did entertain and hear the 
Maffeof any, that had not derived their authority from him ? Then were they in open 
rebellion one againft another; the fecular Priefts againft the Monkes,Fryers and Jefuites, 
and the Laity all troubled, fome fiding with one, and fome with another, untill Dodor 
Smith having thus kindled the fire, was fain to leave it burning, and to’betake himfelf 
to Paris, and from thence to foment the diffenfion which with power of the Keyes he had 
caufed here. 1 

Oh furely the Church fo far is a good Mother, as it allowes a Magiftrate to be a Fa¬ 
ther. And great comfort have thofethat live within the pale of the Church, to 
know that they have the Magiftrate a Father to flye unto in their prefiures and dil- 
comforts. 

I muft ingenuoufly confeffe that one main point that brought me from the Church 
©f Rome, was the too too great power of the Keyes in the Popes, Bifhops, and Priefts 
hands,who ftudying more felf Policy, then common Policy, look upon the peo- 
P* e > ^d with their power deal with them more as their fubjeds, then as politicail 
Members in a Common-wealth, fending and tearing them dayly by their cenfures from 
that common and Politicail body to which they belong, without any hopes of care 
to be had of them by their Magiftrate and Politicail head and Governour. And I 
hope I {hall not have fled from Antichrift who exalteth himfelf as head of the Church, 
and from that power hath his influence over all State and Politicail Heads and Rulers ; 
to finde in a Proteftant Church any of his fpirit, making a diftindion of a fpirituall 
and temporall head, forgetting the only head Chrift Jefus; which were it once grant¬ 
ed, as the fpirit is more noble then the body, fo would the inference foon be made, 
that they that are over the fpirit,are higher in power then they that are over the body - 
which conclufion would foon bring Mexicofs troubles among Protelbants. Experi¬ 
ence 
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cnce in all my travails by fea and land, in moft parts of Europe and of America , hath ever 

taught me, that where the Clergy hath been too much exalted and enjoyed power over 
the people,there the Common-wealth hath foon fallen into heavy preffuresand troubles. 
And let not this my obfervation feem ftrange as coming from a Mmiiter, for I have 
learned from Chriil,/k^rfo. 20. 25, 26,27. That the Princes of the Gentiles exercife Do¬ 
minion,and they that are great exercife authority. But it flail not be fo among you, but Whofiever 
Will be great among you, let him be your Mimfter ; and Whofoever Will be chief among you Jet 
bim.be your Servant. 

I hope the High Court of Parliament will fo fettle the Church and State here that this 
foallnotfearany. further troubles from that; and that we who have our portion from 
iheone, may be Minifters and Servants under the Commiffioners of the other. And 
thus largely I have deferibed the State and Condition of Mexico in the time of Montes 
ma, and fince his death tjie manner and proportion of it, with the troubled condition I 
found it in when I went thither, by reafon of a mutiny and rebellion caufed by an Arch- 
biftiop theyear before. I fhall now come out of Mexico, and prefent unto you the 
places mpft remarkable about it ; and from thence the feverall parts and Countries of 
America, before J betake my felf tothe, journey which I made from Mexico to Guatemala 
lying nine hundred Englifl miles Southward, and from thence yet to Coflarica, and 
Nicoya , being nine hundred miles further toward the South. 


€ H A P. XII. 

5 hewing the feverall pms of thisnm World ^/America; and the places of note 
about the famous C/ty of Mexico. 

A lthough my travailes by Sea and Land in America were not above three or four 
thoufand miles (which is not the lift part pfdt y if exadtly comparted ) yet for the 
better compleating of this my work-1 thought fit to inlarge my felf to a full divifion of 
the many and fundry parts thereof , here firft ingencrall; and hereafter more in 
particular pffhofe parts wherein I lived twelve years, and of thofe which I more exadly 
noted and pbfeiwed asj travailed and parted through them. The chief divifion therefore 
of thi s greateft part ofche World, is twofold only,to wit, the Mexicans, and the Peruan. 
parts, which contain many great and fundry Provinces and Countries, fome as big as our 
whole Kingdome England.^ut Mexico giving name to half America , is now called 
Bfova Hifpama, new Spamfrom whence the Kings of Spaindo ftyle themfelves Hijpania- 
rum Reges. The Mexican part containeth chiefly the Northern Trad, and comprehend¬ 
ed thefe Provinces hitherto known and difcovered,to wi t,Mexico,J&ivira, Nicaragua, 
JHcatan,F,larida,Virgi»ia,Norumbega,]TovaErancia,Corterialis, and Eftotilandia. The 
com pane of this part of America is thirteen thoufand miles. T he Peruan part containeth 
all the Southern Trad, and is tyed to the Mexican by the Ifihmus or ftrait of Darien, be- 
lng no more then 17. or as others fay,in the narroweft place but 12. miles broad from the 
North to the South Sea. And many have mentioned to the Councell of Spam,the cutting 
of a Navigable Charmell through this fmall Ifthmus, fotofhorten the Voiage to China, 
r in f^°^ ccce I But the Kings of Spain have not as yet attempted to do it, fome 
fay left in the work he fhould lofe thole few Indians that are left ( would to God 
n were fo that they were and had been fo carefull and tender of the poor Indians lives 
moiepopulous would that vaft and fpacious Country be at this day:) but others 
lay he hath not attempted that great work, left the pafiage by the Cape Bona Efle- 
ranz>a good hope, being left off, thofe Seas might become a receptacle of Pirates. How¬ 
ever this hath not been attempted by the Spaniards, they give not for reafon any ex- 
}7fordHiai y great charge, for that would foon be recoinpenfed with the fpeedy 
mv eane epav-eying that waythe Commodities from South to North Seas. This 
ghuan pait of America containeth thefe.Countries, or Kingdomes, to wi t,Ca(iellaau- 
rUyGuian(i, Peru > £rafif chi./le ; and the compaffe of it is feventeen thoufand miles. I 
h.ailjiot ipeak diftjm^ly of all thefe parts, which better writers, and of more know¬ 
ledge 
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ledge have before me difcovered ; and becaul'e lome of them being out of the Spaniards 

reach and dominion, from whom I have received my bell intelligence,! have from them 
had little notice of them, nor experience, which indeed I intend to make my bell guide 
in this my worke. Therefore to return again to the Mexican part, and the 
Northern Trad- I {hall fall again upon the firit and chief member of that divilion ' 
which I faid was Mexico. This aboundeth with golden landed rivers in which 
are many Crocodiles (though not fo big as thofe of Egypt) which the Indian people eat. 
It glorieth in the mountains Popochampeche, and Popocatepec , which are of the fame 
nature with Mltna and Vefuvms. Nay all the way South-ward as far as Leon in Nica¬ 
ragua , there are many of thefe fiery mountains. But Popocatepec is one of the 
chief of them, which fignifieth a hill of fmoake, for many times it caftet.h out 
fmoake and fire • it ftandeth eight leagues from Chololla ; the amending up unto it is 
very troublefome, and full of craggie rocks. When Cortex, palled that way to Mexii 
co, hefentten Spaniards to view it, with many Indians ta carry their, victuals, and to 
guide them in the way. They approached fo nigh the top, that they heard fuch a ter¬ 
rible noife which proceeded from thence, that they durft not goe unto it, for the 
ground did tremble and {hake, and great quantity of allies did much difturb their way.: 
But } et two of them who feemed to be moft hardy, and defirous to fee ftrange things- 
went up to the top, becaufe they would not return with a fleevelefle anfwer, and that 
they might not be accounted cowards, leaving their fellowes behind them, proceeded 
forwards, and pafTed through thatdefert of alhes, and at length came under a great 
fmoake very thick, and Handing there a while, the darknefle vanilhed partly away,and 
then appeared the Vulcan and concavity, which is about half a league in compa’fle, 
out of the which the aire came rebounding with a very great noife,very fhrill and whift- 
ling, fo that the whole hill did tremble; it was like unto an oven where glalfe is made. 
The fmoake and heat was fo, great that they could not abide it, and of force were con- 
fkained to return by the way that they had afcended. But they were not gone farre, 
when the Vulcan began toflafh out flames of fire, afhes and embers, yea and at the laft 
flones of burning fire, and if they had not chanced to fiode a rock, under which they 
fhadowed themfelves, undoubtedly they had there been; burned. It is like unto the 
Vulcan of Sicilia, it is high and round; and never wanteth fnow about fome part of 
it. Before the coming of Cortex for ten years fpace it had left of expelling vapour or 
fmoake; but in the year 1540. it began again to burn, and with the horrible noife 
thereof, the people that dwelt four leagues fromit were terrified; the afhes that pro¬ 
ceeded then from it reached to Tlaxcallan,' which ftandeth ten leagues diftant from it; 
yea fome affirme that it extended fifteen leagues diftant, and burned the herbs in the 
gardens, the corneinthe fields, and clothes that lay a drying. And many fuch hils and. 
mountains doth this Mexican part of America, or new Spain abound with. The li¬ 
mits of it are on the Eaft, f neatan, and the gulfeof Mexico, on the Weft Californio 
on the South the Peruan part. The Northern bounds are unknown, fo that we cannot 
certainly avow this America to be continent, nor certainly affirme it to be an Ifland, 
diftinguifhed from the old world. It was very populous before the arrivall of the Spa¬ 
niards, who in feventeen years flew fix millions of them; roafting fome, plucking out 
the eyes, cutting off the armes of others , and calling them living to be devoured of 
wilde beafts. This chief Provice of America named Mexico , is further lubdivided 
into four parts, that is to fay, Themifiitan, Nova Galicia, Mechoacan, and Gattfta-. 
chan. Themifiitan is the greateft and nobleft of thefe four; for that it containeth fix? 
Cities, and of them one is Mexico , which giveth name to the half part of America , 
and is the feat of an Arch-bifhop, and of the Spanijh Viceroy, whofe greatneflfe with¬ 
in I have before laid open ; the fecond City is La Puebla de los Angeles, the City of 
Angels, the third Villaruca ; the fourth Antiquera ; the fifth Meccioca ; the fixth 
Ottopan. But all thefe, excepting the two firft,are but fmall places,named Cities formerly, 
for that the Spaniards thought to have made them Bilhops feats, which they have not 
been able to performe, by reafon that Mexico and the City of Angels hath drawn to 
them the chief trading, and moft of the Inhabitants of the other four. Efpecially 
the refort to Mexico is fo great, that all the Towns about (which formerly were of In¬ 
dians) are now inhabited by Spaniards and Mefiizoes. I may not omit about Mexico that 
famous place of Chapultepec, which in the Heathens times was the burying place of the 
Emperours; and now by the Spaniards is the Efcuriall of America, where the Vicc- 
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royes that die are alfo interred. There is a fumptuous palace built with many fair gardens, 
and devifes of waters,and ponds of fifh, whither the ViceroyCi and the Gentry of Mexi¬ 
co do refort for their recreation. The riches here belonging to the Viceroyes Chappell 
arethought to be.worth above a million of crownes. 

Tacuba. is alfo a pleafant Town full of orchards and gardens,in the very way to Chapnl- 
tepec. South-ward is 7V*rc, rich-alfo for trading, but above all much mentioned for the 
Bacon, which is the beft of all thofe parts, and is tranfported far and near. Weft-ward is 
the Town called La Piedad, at the end of a Cawfey, whither the people much refort 
from Mexico , being drawn to the fuperftitious worfhip of a piftute of Mary which hath 
been enriched by the chief of Mexico with many thoufand pounds worth of gifts of 
chains, and crowns of gold. 

But more Northweft-ward three leagues from Mexico is the pleafanteft place of all 
that are about l ffcfohVo,called La Soledad, and by others el defier to, the fOlitary or defert 
place and wilderneffe. Were all wilderneffes like it, to live in a wilderneffe would be 
better then to live in a City. This hath been a device of poor Fryers named difealced , 
or barefooted Carmelites, who to make (hew of their hypocritical! and apparent god- 
linelfe, and that whileft they would be thought to live like Eremites, retired from the 
world, they may draw the world unto them; they have built there a ftately Gloifter, 
which being upon a hill and among rocks makes it to be mote admired. About the 
Gloifter they have fafhioned out many holes and Caves in,under,and among the rocks, 
like Eremites lodgings, with a room to lie in, and an Oratory to pray in, with pi&ures, 
and Images, and rare devices for mortification* as difciplines of wyar, rods of IrOn * 
hair-cloths, girdles with fharpe wyar points to, girdle about their bare flefh, and ma¬ 
ny fuch like toyes which hang about their Oratories, to make people admire their mor¬ 
tified and holy lives- All thefe Eremeticall holes and caves f Which are fome ten in all) 
are within the bounds and cornpaffe of the Gloifter) and among orchards and gardens 
full of fruits and flowers, which may take up two miles compaffe ; and here among 
the rocks are many fprings of water, which with the (hade of the plantins and other 
trees, are moft cool and pleafafic to the Eremites ■ they have alfo the fweCt fmell of 
therofeand jazmin, which is a little flower,- but the fweeteft of all others-; there is 
not any other flower to be fbuftd that is rare and exquifite in that Country, Which is 
not in that wilderneffe to delight the fenfes of thofe mortified Eremites. They are 
weekly changed from the Cloifter, and when their week is ended, others are fent, and 
they return unto their Cloifter;they carry With them their bottles Of wine, fWeet-meats, 
and otherprovifion; as for fruits,th e trees about do drop them into their mouths. It is 
wonderfull to fee the ftrange devifes of fountains of water which are about the gardens; 
bu t much more ftrange and wonderfull to fee the refort of Coaches, and gallants, and La¬ 
dies and Citizens from Mexico thither ,to walke and make merry in thofe defert pleafures, 
and to fee thofe hypocrites, whom they look upon as living Saints* and fo think nothing 
too good for them, to cherifh them in their defert conftkts With Satan. None goes to 
them but carries fome fweet-meats,or fome other dainty difh to nourifh and feed them 
withall; Whofe prayers they likewife earneftly folicite, leaving them great alines of mony 
for their Maffes; and above all* offering to a pidure in their Church, called our Lady of 
Carmely reafures of diamonds, pearls, golden chains and eroWfis, and gowries of cloth of 
gold and filver. Before this picture did hang in my time twenty lamps of lilver; the worft 
of them being worth a hundred pound; truly Satan hath given unto them what he offered 
Chrift in the defert. All thefe things Will I give thee if thou Wilt fall down and worfhip 
me ; all the dainties and of all the riches of America hath he given unto them in that their 
defert, for that they dayly fall down and worfhip him. In the way to this place there is 
another To'Wn yet called Tacnbaya, where is a rich Cloifter of Francifcans, and alfo ma¬ 
ny gardens and orchards, but above all much reforted td for the mufick in that Church, 
wherein the FryefrS have made the Indians fo dexterous and skilful!, that they dare com¬ 
pare with the Cathedrall Church of Mexico. Thefe were the chief places of mine and 
my friends refort,whifft I abode about Mexico, which I found to be moft Worth a Hiftory, 
and fo thought fit here to infert them, and fopaffe on to the other parts or Provinces 
of Mexico. . 

• Next to this is the Province of Gttaftnchan, which lieth in the rode from St. fohnde 
Vlhua to Mexico , which is riot fo poor zsHeylin maketh it, forihat nowit doth abound 
with many rich farmes of Sugar, and of Gocftinil, and reac-hech as far as the Valley 
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of Guaxaca which is a moft rich place. The chief City of this Province was wont to be 
Tlaxcallan , whereof I have formerly fpoken; but now the City of Guaxaca which is a 
Bifhops leat, and Xalappa which is alio of late made a Bifliops feat, makes it more famous! 

It gloryethalfo in Villa Rica a Port Town very wealthy, becaufeall the traffique betwixt 
the Old and Newdo paffe through itAhe Spaniards have in it two rich Colonies 
called Pam ico, and St. fames in the valleys. The third Province of Mexico is called Me- 
choacan,which containeth incircuite fourfcore leagues. It is alfo an exceeding rich coun¬ 
try, abounding in Mulberry trees,filk,honey, wax, black-amber, works of divers coloured 
feathers,moft rich,rareand exquifite, and fuch fort of fifli, that from thence it took its 
name, Mechucucan, which figmfiech a place of fifhing. 

The language of the Indians is moft elegant and copious, and they call, ftrong a- 
dive, and of very good wits, as maybefeen in all their works, but efpecia’lly mthofe 
of feathers, which are fo curious, that they are prefented foi* rich prefents to the 
King and Nobles of Spain. The chief City of this Province is Valladolid a Bifhops 
feat; and the beft Towns are Sinfonte , which was the refidenceof the Kings of this 
countrey. There is alfo Pafcuarand Colima very great Towris inhabited by Indians 
and Spaniards. There are alfo two good havens, called St. Anthony, and Si. fames, or 
Santiago, This countrey of Mechoacan was almoft as great as the Empire of Mex'uo, 
when Cortez, conquered thofe parts. The King that- was then of Mechoacan was cal¬ 
led Caconzin, who was a great friend unto Cortex,, and a fervitor to the Spaniards and '• 
willingly yeelded himfelfas vaflalltothe King oi Spain-, yet fuch was the cruelty of 
Don Ntin to de Guzman, the firft Ruler and Prefident of the Chancery o i Mexico after 
the conqueft, thatunderftanding he was put out of his office, he took his journey 
againft the Teuchichimecas, and carried in his company five hundred Spaniards with 
whom and fix thoufand Indians which by force he took out of Mechoacan, he conque, 
red Xalixco which is now called the new Galicia. And as for this purpofe he paifed 
through Mechoacan, he took prifoner the King Caconzin, (who was quiet and peace¬ 
able and ftirrednot againft him) and took from him ten thoufand markes of plate, 
and much gold and other treafure, and afterwards burned him, and many other Indi¬ 
an Gentlemen and principal perfonsof that Kingdome, becaufe they fhould not com¬ 
plain, faying that a dead dog biteth not. They were in this Kingdome as fuperftiti- 
ousand idolatrous as in the reft of America. No divorcement was permitted amongft 
them, except the party made a folemn oath,that they looked not the one on the other 
ftedfaftly anddireftly at the time of their marriage. In the burying likewife of their 
Kings they were fuperftitious, cruell, and Idolatrous. When any King of Mechoa¬ 
can happened to be brought to fuch extremity of ficknefle that hope oflife was part, 
then did he name and appoint which of his fons Ihould inherit the Rate and Crown* 
and being known the new King or heir prefently fent for ajl the Governours, Captains’ 
and valiant fouldiers, who had any office or charge, to come unto the buriall of his fa¬ 
ther, and he that came not, from thenceforth was held for a Traitour, and fo puni- 
fhed. When the death of the old King was certain, then came all degrees of eftates, 
and did bring their prefents to the new King for the approbation of his Kingdome: 

But if the King were not throughly dead, but at the point of death, then the gates 
were {hut in, and none permitted to enter; and if he were throughly dead, then be¬ 
gan a generall cry and mourning, and they were permitted to come where’their dead 
King lay, and to touch him with their hands. This being done the carkafle was wafli- 
edwithfweet waters, and then a fine fhirt put upon him, and apayre offhooesmade 
of Deer skin put on his feet, and about his anckles were tied bels of gold, about 
the wrifts of his hands were put bracelets of Turkifes and of gold likewife; about his 
neck they did hang collars of pretious ftones and alfo of gold, and rings in his eares, 
with a great Turkife in his nether lip. Then his body was laid upon a large Beer, 
whereon was placed a good bed under him ; on his one fide lay a bow with a quiver 
of arrowes , and on his other fide lay an Image made of fine mantles ofhisownfta- 
ture orbignefle, with agreattuffe of fine 1 feathers, fhooes upon his feet, with brace¬ 
lets and a collar of gold. While this was a doing,others were bufied in wafhing the men 
and women, which {hould be flain for to accompany him into hell. Thefe wretches 
that were to be flain, were firft banqueted and filled with drink, becaufe they {hould re¬ 
ceive their death with lefie pain. The new King did appoint tftofe.who {hould die for 
toferve the King his father j and many of thofe fimple foul? efteemed that death fo 
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odious for a thing of immortal! glory. Firft fix Gentlewomen of noble birth were 
appointed to die ; the one to have the office of keeper of his jewels, which he was 
wont to wear; another for the office of cup-bearer ; another to give him water with a 
bafon and Ewer; another to give him alwayes the Urinall; another to be his Cooke ; 
and another to ferve for Landrefs. They flew alfo many women, Haves, and free-maidens 
for to attend upon the Gentlewomen, and moreover one of every occupation within 
the City. When all thefe that were appointed to die were walhed, and their bellies full 
with meat and drinke, then they painted their faces yellow, and put garlands of fweet. 
flowers upon each of their heads. Then they went in order of proceifion before the 
Beere, whereon the dead King was carried; fome went playing on inlfrumentsmade 
of Snail fhels, and others played upon bones and (hels of Sea Tortois, others went 
whittling, and the moft part weeping. The Sons of the dead King and other Noble men 
carried upon their (houlders the Beere where the Corpfe lay, and proceeded with an ea- 
fie pace towards the Temple of the God called Cttricaven ; his kinfmen went round a- 
bout the Beer hinging a forrowfull fong. The officers and houfhold-fervants of the 
Court, with other Magiftrates and Rulers of Juttice bare the Standards and divers o-* 
ther Armes. And about midnight they departed in the order afordaid out of the Kings 
Palace with great light of fire-brands, and with a heavy noife of their trumpets and 
drummes. The Citizens which dwelt where the Corpfe patted, attended to make clean 
theftreet. And when they were come to the Temple, they went four times round a-, 
bout a great fire which was prepared of Pine tree to burn the dead body. Then the Beer 
was laid upon the fire, and in the mean while that the body was burning, they mawled 
with a club thofe which had the Garlands, and afterward buried them four and four 
as they were apparelled behind the Temple. The next day in the morning the afhes, 
bones and jewels were gathered and laid upon a rich mantle , the which was carried to 
the Temple gate, where the Priefts attended to blefle thofe devillifh reliques, whereof 
they made a dow or pafte, and thereof an Image, which, was apparelled like a man, 
with aviforon his face, and all other forts of jewels that the dead King was wont ta 
wear, fo that it feemed a gallant Idoll. At the foot of the Temple ftaires they opened 
a grave ready made, which was fquare, large,two fadome deep, it was alfo hanged with 
new mats round about, and a fair bed therein, in the which one of the Priefts placed 
the Idoll made of afhes with his eyes towards the Eaft-part, and did hang round about 
the wals Targets of gold and filver, with bowes.and arrows, and many gallant tuffes of 
feathers with earthen vefiels, as pots, difhes, and platters, fo that the grave was filled up 
with houfhold-ftuffe, chefts covered with Leather, apparell. Jewels, meat, drinke and 
armour. This done, the grave was fhut up and made furewith beams, boardes and 
floored with earth on the top. All thofe Gentlemen who had ferved or touched any 
thing in the buriall, wafhed themfelves and went to dinner in the Court or yard of the 
Kings houfe without any table, and having dined they wiped their hands upon certain 
lockes of Cotton-woolL, hanging down their heads, and not fpeaking any word, 
except it were toaske for drinke. This ceremonie endured five dayes, and in all that 
time no fire was permitted to be kindled in the City, except in the Kings houfe and 
Temples nor yet any corn was ground, or market kept, nor any durft go out of 
their houfes, (hewing all the forrow t hat might be poflible for the death of their King. 
And tins was the fuperftitious manner of burying the Kings of Mecboacan. This people 
did punifh adultery moft ngoroufly ; for to commit it was death as well for the man as 
the woman. But if the adulterer were a Gentleman, his head was decked with fea¬ 
thers, and after that he was hanged,and his body burned; and for this offence was 
no pardon, either for man or woman. But for avoiding of adultery they did permit 
other common women, but no publick and ordinary ftewes. Now the Indians oiMecbo- 
acan are greatly taken with the popifh devices; and are Krone in that religion as any 
part of America. 5 ’ 1 


The fourth andlaft Province of the Country or Empire of Mexico, is called Galicia, 
nova and is watered with two very great rivers, theone named Piafile , and the other 
AanZanbafttan. This Provincegloryethin many great Townes of Indians; but efpe- 
cia y in lx, inhabited both by Indians and Spaniards ; the firft and chiefeft is Xalifca, 
aken by Numo de Guzman 15 30. when he fled from Mexico in* Mge, andl cook prifo- 
Twll? ^ Mecho « can - Thefecondis Guadalajara. The third Coarnm. 

fo irth CempofteJla. The fifth St. Ejftrit. The. fixth Capa la, which now is called 
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Nova Mexico, new Mexico. And here it is that the Spaniards are dayly warring again!! 
the Indians which live Northward, and are not as yet reduced nor brought under the 
spanijb yoakeand government. They are valiant Indians, and hold the Spaniards hard 
to it; and have great advantage again!! them in the rocks ar.d mountains, where they 
abide and cut oft many Spaniards. Their chief weapons are but bowes and arrowes* 
and yet with them from the thick Woods, hils and rocks they annoy and offend the 
Spaniards exceedingly. I have heard fome Spaniards lay that they flie and climbe up 
the rocks like Goats; and when they draw nigh unto them, then they cry out with 
a hideous noife ft',ooting their arrowes at them, and in an inllant are departed and fled 
unto another rock. The reafon why the Spaniards are fo earneft to perliie and conquer 
thefe Indians, more then many others of America, which as yet are not brought in 
fubjeftion to the Spaniards , is for the many mines offilver and treafure of gold which 
they know to be there. They have got already fure poffeflion of part of thole riches in 
the Mines, called St. Lewis Sacatecas, from whence they fend all the filver that is coyned in 
the Mint houfes of Mexico and the City of Angels, and every year befides to Spain in 
filver wedges at leal! fix Millions. But the further the Spaniards go to the North, if ill 
more riches they difeover; and fain would they fubdue all thofe Northern parts (as 1 
have heard them fay) left our Englijh from Virginia , and their other plantations, 
get in before them. I have heard them wonder that our Englijh enter no further into’ 
the main land; furelyfay they, either they fear the Indians, or elfe with a little paultry 
Tobacco they have as much as will maintain them in lazinefie. Certainly they in¬ 
tend to ’conquer through thofe heathenifh Indians, until! by land they come to Florida 
and Virginia, (for fo they boaft) if they be not met with by fome of our Northern 
Nations of Europe, who may better keep them off then thofe poor Indians , and may 
do God greater and better fervice with thofe rich Mines, then the Spaniards hitherto 
have done. 

Thus having fpoken fomewhat of the four Provinces of Mexico , which was the 
firft member of thedivifion Mexican and Per nan ; Now I fhall briefly fay fomewhat, 
further of three more Countries helonging to the Mexican or Northern Trad as op- 
pofite to the Peruan, omitting Florida, Virginia, Norumbega, Nova Francia CorteriaUs, 
and Efiotilandia, becaufe I will not write as many do by relation and hearefay, but 
by more fure intelligence* infight and experience. In my firft divifion next to Mexi¬ 
co, I placed Sl&ivira, fucatan, and Nicaragua; of thefe three therefore I (hall fay a lit¬ 
tle, and then lomewhat of the Peruan part. .Qui-vira is featedon the moft Weftern 
part of America, juft over againft Tart ary, from whence being not much diftant fome 
fuppofe that the Inhabitants firft came into this new World. And indeed the Indians of 
America in many things feem to be pf the race and progenie of the Tartars , in that 
guivira and all the Weftfide oPthe Country towards Afia is farre more p’opulous 
then the Eaft towards Europe, which (heweth thefe parts to have been firft inhabited. 
Secondly, their uncivility, and barbarous properties tell us that they are moft like 
the Tartars of any. Thirdly, the Weft fide of America if it be not continent with Tar - 
tary, is yet dis joyned by a fmall ftraight. Fourthly, the people of Quivira neereftto 
Tartary, are faid to follow the feafons and pafturmgof their Cattell like the Tartari- 
ans. All this fide of America is full of herbage , and enjoyeth a temperate aire. The 
people are defirous of glafle more then of gold; and in fome places to this day are 
Cannibals. The chief riches of this Country are their Kine, which are to them as we 
fay of our Ale to drunkards, meat, drink and cloth, and more too. For the Hides yeeld 
them houfes, or at leatt the coverings of them; their bones bodkins, their hair thred, 
their finews ropes; their horns, mawes and bladders, vefiels ; their dung, fire; their 
Calve skinnes, budgets to draw and keep water ; their bloud, drink; their flefh, 
meat. 

There is thought to be fome traffique from China, or Cathay a, hither to thofe parts, 
where as yet the Spaniards have not entred. For when Vazquez de Coronado conquered 
fome part of it, he faw in the further Sea certain fhips, not of common making, 
which feemed to be well laden, and bare in their prowes, Pelicans, which could not 
be conje&ured to come from any Country, but one of thefe two. In Qusvira there 
are but two Provinces known unto us, which are Cibola, and Nova Albion. Cibola ly- 
eth on theEaftfide, whofe chief City is of the fame name, and denominates the whole 
Province. The chief Town next to Cibola is called Torntaa, which is temperate and 
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pleafant,being fituated upon a River fo cailed.The third Town worth mentioning is railed 
Tingucz, which was burnt by the Spaniards ; who under the conduct of Francifco Vafquez 
de Coronado made this Province fubject to the King of Spain, Anno Dorn. 1540. And fince 
this Town o fTinguez hath been rebuilt and inhabited by the Spaniards ; There is a good¬ 
ly Colledge of Jefuites,who only preach to the Indians of that country. Nova Albion lyeth 
on the Weft fide towards Tart ary, and is very little inhabited by the Spaniards who have 
found no wealth or riches there. Our ever Renowned and ; Noble Captain Sir Francis 
Drake difeovered it, entred upon it, and he named it Nova Albion,heettxS.e the King thac 
then was, did willingly fubmit himfelf unto our Queen Elizabeth. 

The.Country abounds with fruits pleafing both to the eye and the Palate. The people 
are given to hofpitality, but withall to write!: craft and adoration of devils. The bounds 
between this ffnvira and Mexico Empire is Mar Virmiglio, or Californio. The third 
Kingdome belonging to the f Mexican part and Northern Trad: is fucatan -, which 
wasfirft difeovered by Francifco Hernandez de Cordova , in the year 1517. It is cal¬ 
led fucatan, notasfome have conceited from f old an the fon of Heber, who they thinke 
came out of the Eaft, where the Scripture placeth him, Gen. 12.23. to inhabite here, 
but from fucatan whith in the Indian tongue iignifieth, what fay you ? for when the 
Spaniards at their firft arriving in that Country did aske of the Indians the name of the 
place, the Savages not underftanding what they meaned, replyed unto them fncatan , 
which is, what fay you ? whereupon the Spaniards named it, and ever fince have called it 
fucatan. The whole Country is at leaft 900. miles in circuit, and is a Peninfttla. It is fitu¬ 
ated over againft the Ifle of Cuba-, and is divided into three parts,firft fucatan it felf,whofe 
Cities of greateft worth, are Campeche, Valladolid, Merida, Stmancas, and one which for 
his greatneffe and beauty, they call Caire. This Country among the Spaniards is held to 
be poor; the chief Commodities in it are hony,wax,Hides,and fome Sugar, but no Indigo, 
Chochinel nor Mines of filver; There are yet fome drugs much efteemed of by the Apo¬ 
thecaries, Cana fifiula , Zarzaparilla efpecially; and great ftore of Indian Maiz. There 
is alfo abundance of good Wood and Timber fit for {hipping, whereof the Spaniards do 
make very ftrong {hips, which they ufe in their voiagesto Spain and back again. In the 
year 163 2.the Indians of this Country in many places of it were like to rebell againft their 
Spanilh Governour, who vexed them forely, making them bring in to him their Fowles 
andTurkies (whereof there is alfo great abundance) and their hony and wax (wherein 
h e traded) at the rate and price which he pleafed to fet them for his better advantage; 
which was fuch a difadvantage to them, that to enrich him they impoverifhed them- 
felves; and fo refolved to betake themlelves to the Woods and Mountaines • wherein 
a rebellious way they continued fome months, untill the Francifcan Fryers,’who have 
there great power over them, reduced them back, and the Governour (left he fhould 
quite lofe that Country by a further rebellion) granted to them not only a generall 
pardon in the Kings name, but for the future promifed to ufe them more mildly and 
gently. 

The fecond part of it is called Guatemala, (Wherein I lived for the fpace of almoft twelve 
years) whofe Inhabitants have loft formerly half a million of their kinfmen and friends 
by the unmercifull dealing of the Spaniards ; and yet for all the lofleof fo many thou- 
fands, there is no part of America more flourifhing then this with great and populous 
Indians Townes. They may thanke the Fryers who defend them daily againft the Spa¬ 
niards, and this yet for their own ends; for while the Indians flourifh and increafe, the 
Fryers purfes flourifh alfo and are filled. The Countrey is very frefh and plentifull. The 
chief Cities are Guatemala, Caftuca, and Chiapa ; whereof I {hall fpeak more largely 
hereafter. The third part of fucatan is Acafamil , which is an Illattd over againft Gua¬ 
temala , which is now commonly called by the Spaniards, Sta. Cruz , whofe chief Town 
is Sta. Cruz. 

The fourth and iaft Country of the divifion of the Mexican part and Northern Trad: 
of America , (which is under the Spani/h Government, and my belt knowledge and 
experience) is Nicaragua , which ftandeth South-eaft from Mexico , and above four 
hundred and fifty leagues from it. Yet it agreeth fomewhat with Mexico in nature both 
of foil and Inhabitants. The people are of good ftature, and of colour indifferent 
white. They had, before they received Chriftianity, a fetled and politick forme of 
Government; Only, as Solon appointed no Law/ for a mans killing of his father, fo 
had this people none for the murtherer of a King, both of them conceiting, that men 
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were not fo unnaturall, as to commit fuch crimes. A theef they judged not to death, 
but adjudged him to be a flave to that man whom he had robbed, till by his fervicehe 
had made 5 fatisfaftion: a courfe tritely more mercilull and not leffe juft, then the Ioffe 

This Countrey is fo pleating to the eye, and abounding in all things neceffary, that 
the Spaniards call it Mahomets Paradife. Among other flowrilhing trees, heregroweth 
one of that nature, that a man cannot touch any of its branches, but it withereth prefent- 
ly. It is as plentifull of Parrets, as our Country of England, is of Crowes; Turkies,Fowles, 
Quailes and Rabbets are ordinary meat there. There are many populous Indian Townes 
(though not fo many as about Guatemala ) in this Country; and efpecially two Cities 
of Spaniards ; the one Leon, a Bifhops Seat, and the other Granada, which ftandeth upon 
a Lake of frelh water, which hath above three hundred miles in compaffe, and having no 
intercourfe with the Ocean, doth yet continually ebbe and flow. But of this Countrey, 
and of this City efpecially I fay fomewhat more, when I come to fpeak of my travailing 
through it. . 

Thus I have briefly touched upon the Mexican part, and fo much of the Northern 
Trad as is under the King of Spain his Dominion, leaving more particulars, untill I 
come to fhew the order of my being in and journeying through fome of thefe Coun¬ 
tries. I will now likewife give you a glimpfe of the Southern Trad, and Persian part 
of America. Which containeth chiefly five great Countries or Kingdoms,fqnk in whole, 
and others in part, fubjed to the Crown of Spain and Portugal, which are, firft CaftelLi 
aurea - fecondly, Guyana ; thirdly, Peru-, fourthly, Brptfi.k- a fifthly; Cbillf. But I will 
not fill my Hiftory with what others have written of the four laft named-Countries, 
wherein I was not much; but what I could learn of Peru , I will briefly fpeak, ana 
fo come to the firft Caftella aurea , through which I travailed. Peru is held to be yet more 
rich a Countrey then is Mexico-, for although it hath not the conveniency of trafique 
by the North Sea, which Mexico hath, but doth fend the Commodities in it to Panama , 
and from thence transports them either over the ftraight Ifthmm , or by the River Chi- 
agree to Portahel upon the North Sea; yet the Countrey is far richer then Mexico, by 
reafon of the more abundance of Mines of filver which areirjit. The mountaines na¬ 
med Potofi are thought to be of no other metall, which the King of Spain will not 
have to be opened untill they have exhaufted thofe which are already difcovered and dig¬ 
ged, and have found the Spaniards work enough, and yeelded them treafure enough 
ever fince they firft conquered thofe parts. The foil is very fruitfull of all fuch fruits 
as are found in Spain. The Olives are bigger then thofe of Spain , the oile fweeter and 
clearer. The Grapes yeeld alfoa wine far ftf onger then any of Spain, and there is 
much made, by reafon it cannot conveniently be brought from Spain. There is like¬ 
wife wheat’in great ftore; and all this fruitfull folk lyethlow under high Mountaines 
which divide betwixt Indians not as yet conquered and Braftie. But thofe Mountaines 
are a great help unto thofe pleafant Valleys with the waters that fall from them: 
for in all thofe parts inhabited by the Spaniards towards the South Sea, it is moft Certain 
and moft obfervable that it never raineth, in fo much that the houfes are uncovered 
on the tops,and only mats laid over them to keep off the duft, and yet is this Coun¬ 
trey what with the waters that fall from the Mountains, what with the morning and 
evening dewes, as fruitfull and plentifull as any Country in the World. The chief 
City is called where there is a Viceroy and a Court of Chancery, and an Arch- 
bifhop. It hath a Port fome two miles from it named Callau ; where lie the fhips that 
convey yearly the treafure of that Kingdome to Panama. There lie alfo other fhips, 
which trafique to the Eaft-lndias, and to all the Coafts of Guatemala, and^to Aca¬ 
pulco the Southern Haven of Mexico. The Port of Callau is not fo ftrong as the great, 
nay ineftimable wealth that is commonly in it and in the City of LimaPs\ 6 \Aj re¬ 
quire , fori have heard many Spaniards fay, that in the year 1620. a few lhips or Hol¬ 
landers (as fome fay) or of Englijb ( as others affirme) appeared before the Ha¬ 
ven waiting for the fhips that were to convey the Kings revenews; to Panama^ and hear¬ 
ing that they were departed (though by a falfe report) followed them and fo- ror- 
fooke the attempting to take the Callau ; which certainly had they manly attempted, 
thev had taken it, and in it the greateft treafure that in any one part of the wor^a 
could have been found. But the Spaniards feldome fee thereabout forain fhips ^ 
and fo live more carelefly in fecuring or ftrengthmng that Goaft. Though Peru be 

H 2 tnus 







? 6 


A New Survey of the Weft-Indies, 


thus rich in fruits and Mines, yet Chillei ar exceedeth it in gold ; which edgeth the Spani¬ 
ards to a conftant and continuall war with the Inhabitants, which are a ftrong, warlike , 
and raoft valiant people. They are grown as skilfull in the ufe of weapons, fwords,piftols* 
and muskets as the Spaniards,and have taken many Spaniards , men and women,prisoners; 
and of the Spanifh women have had fo many children, called Mefiizioes , that by them 
(who have proved moft valiant) they have much encreafed both their ftrength and skill. 
They hold the Spaniards hard to it, and the War is become the molt dangerous of any 
the Spaniards have • infomuch that the Councell of Spain doth pick out from Islanders 
and Italy, xht belt fouldiers to fend them thither.And a Captain that hath ferved long,wel 
and faithfully in Flanders , by way of credit and promotion is fent to the Wars of Chi/le, 
to fight for that great treafure of gold, which certainly is there. The Spaniards have in it 
three fair Cities ; the Conception (which is a Bifhops Seat) and Sant]ago,and Valdivia. This 
laft fo named from One Valdivia, who was Governour of it, and the firft caufe and author 
of thofe Wars. 

This man was fo extraordinarily covetous of the gold of that Country, that hi would 
not let the Indians poffcfle or in joy any of it themfelves, but did vex them, whip, and 
beat, yea and kill fomeofthetn,becaufe they brought him not enough, and imployed 
them dayly in feeking it out for him, charging them with a tax and impofition of fo much 
a day: which the Indians not being able to performe , nor to fatisfie an Unfatisfiable 
minde and greedy covetoufneflfe, refolved to rebel], but fo that firft they would fill and 
fatisfie his heart with gold fothat? he fhould never more covet after that yellow and 
• glittering mecall. Wherefore they joyned and combined themfelves together in a warlike 
pofture, and took fome quantity of gold and melted it, and with it refolutely came upon 
Valdivia the Governour, faying, O Valdivia we fee thou haft a greedy and unfatiable 
minde and defire after our gold; we have not been able to fatisfie thee with it hitherto ; 
butnowwehavedevifedawaytofatiatethis thy greedy covetoufnefte; here is now 
enough, drink thy full of it - and with thefe words they took him, and powred the melted 
gold down his throat, wherewith he died, never more coveting after that bright and 
Ihining drofTe, and naming with his flame and death that City of Valdivia, and with his 
’ covetoufneffe leaving a rebellion which hath continued to a cruell and bloudy War unto 
"this day. 

Guiana and Brafile I fhall omit to fpeak of, not having been in any part of them. Brafite 
is little talked of by th ^Spaniards, belonging to the Crown of Portugall, ancf now part of 
it to the high and mighty States of the Netherlands, who will better fatisfie by their Hifto- 
ries, and acquaint Europe with the riches that are in it. 

I return unto the firft part mentioned by me in the Southern and Peruan Trad, which 
was faid to be Caftella aurea, golden Cdftile, fo called for the abundance of gold that 
: is found in it. This containeth the Northern part of Peruana, and part of the Ifthmm, 
.which runneth between the North and South Sea. Befides the gold in it, yet it is ad¬ 
mirably ftored with Silver, Spices, Pearls, and medicinall Herbes. It is divided into 
four Provinces. The firft is called Caftella del oro ; the fecond, Nova Andalusia-, the 
third Nova Granada; the fourth, Cdrthagena. Caftella del oro is fituated in the very Ifth- 
mus, and is not very populous by regfon of the unhealthfulnefTe of the air, and noi- 
fome favour of the ftanding poolesV v The chief places belonging to the Spaniards, 
are firft Tkeonimay, or Nombre de Dios on the Eaft ; the fecond which is fix leagues from 
Nombre deDios is Portabel, now chiefly inhabited by the Spaniards and Mulattoes, and 
Blackmores, and Nombre deDios almoft utterly forfaken by reafon of its unhealthful- 
neffe. The (hips which were wont to anchor in Nombre de Dios , and there to take in 
the Kings treafure, which is yearly brought from Peru to Panama, i'and from thence to 
theNorthSea, now harbour themfelves in Portabel; which fignifieth Porto bello , a 
rair and goodly Haven, for fo indeed it is, and well fortified at the entrance with three 
Caftles, which can reach and command one another. The third and chief place be¬ 
longing to the Spaniards in Caftella del oro is Panama , -which is on the weftfide and 
-A7° n t ie ^ out k ^ea. This City and Nombre de Dios were both built by Didacus de 
Niquefa. And Nombre de Dios was fo called, becaufe Niquefta having been croffed with 
many mifchances and mifadventures at Sea, when he came to this place greatly re* 
joyced, and bad his men now goe on fhore in Nombre de Dios, in the name of God , in 
tne nameof God. But as I have before obferved,the air being here very unhealthy, the 
Jvingot Spain in the year 1584. commanded thehoufesof Nombre deDios to be pulled 
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down, and to be rebuilt in a more healthy and convenient place:which was performed by 
Veter Arias in Portabel. But being now upon Nombre de DiosJ fhould wrong my Country 
if I fhould not fet out to the publick view the worth of her people fhewed upon this place 
and to this day talked on and admired by the Spaniards , who do not only remember 
Sir FranctsDrake, and teach their children to dread and fear even his name for his attempts 
upon Carthagena and all the Coaft about, and efpecially upon Nombre de Dios, and from 
it marching as far as the great Mountain called St. Pablo towards Panama : but further¬ 
more keep alive amongft them (and in this my Hiftory it (hall not die) the name of one 
of Sir Frartcis Drake his followers and Captains named fohn Oxenham , whofe attempt on 
this Coaft was refolute and wonderfull. 

This noble and gallant Gentleman arriving with threefcore and ten Touldiers in his 
company as refolute as himfelf, a little above this Town of Nombre de Dios drew a 
land his fhip, and covering it with boughes, marched over the land with his Compa¬ 
ny guided by Blackmores , untill he came to a river. Where he cut down wood, made 
him a Pinnace, entred the South fea, went to the Ifland of Pearles, where he lay 
ten dayes waiting for a prize, which happily he got (though not fo happily after kept it) 
for from that Ifland he fet upon two Spanijh (hips, and finding them unable to fight, he 
fpeedily made them yeeld, and intercepted in them threefcore thoufand pound weight 
of gold, and two hundred thoufat;d pound weight in barres or wedges of filver, and 
returned fafely again to the main land. And though by reafon of a mutiny made 
by his own Company he neither returned to his country nor to his hidden fhip ; yet 
w r as it fucb a ftrange adventure as is not to be forgotten , in that the like was never by 
any other attempted, and by the Spaniards is to this day with much admiration re¬ 
corded. 

Much part of this Cafiella aurea as yet is not fubdued by the Spaniards , and fo doubt- 
leffe a great treafure lieth hid in it for that people and nation whofe thoughts (hall a- 
fpire tofindeitout. In the year 163 7.when I chanced to be in Panama returning home¬ 
wards to my Country, there came thither fome twenty Indians Barbarians by way of 
peace to treat with the Prefident of the Chancery concerniug their yeelding up them- 
felves to the government of the King of Spain. But as I was informed afterwards at 
Carthagena, nothing was concluded upon, for that the Spaniards dare not truft thofe 
Indians , whom they have found to have rebelled often againft them for their 
hard ufage and carriage towards them. Thefe Indians which then I faw were very pro¬ 
per , tall and lufty men, and well complexioned; and among them one of as red a 
hair as any our nation can "{hew; they had bobs of gold in their ears , and fome of 
them little pieces of gold made like a half moon hanging upon their nether lips, 
which argues ftore of that treafure to be amongft them. Unto this Country is joy- 
hing Nova Andalusia, which hath on the North fide Cafiella deloro, and on the South 
Pern: The belt Cities in it are Tocoio, now by the Spaniards called St. Margarets, and 
another called S.EJpiritn.Nova Granada is fituated on the South fide of Carthagena , and 
from the abundance and fertility of Granada in Spain it hath taken its name. The chief 
Towns and Cities in it are fix. FirRTungia, which is fuppofed to be direftly under 
the tAEquator. The fecond is Tochamum. The third, Popaian, thericheft of them all. 
The fourth, Sta. Fee, or St. Faith, an Archbilhops feat, and a Court of Juftice and 
Chancery, governed like Panama and Guatemala, by a Prefident and fix Judges, and 
a Kings Attorney and two high Juftices of Court • who have fix thoufand duckats a 
year allowed them out of the Kings treafure. The fifth City is Palma • and the fixth 
Merida. From Carthagena through this Country of Granada lieth t he rode way to Li¬ 
ma in Pern all by land. This Country is very ftrong by reafon of the fituation of it much 
amongft ftony rocks, which compalfe and environ it, and through which there are 
very narrow paffages. Yet it is full of pleafant valleys which do yeeld much fruit, Corn 
and Indian Maiz.There are alfo in it fome Mines of filver, and many golden fanded rivers. 
Carthagena which is the laft Province of Caftella anrea, hath alfo a very fruitfull foil, 
in the which groweth a tree, which if anyone do touch, he will hardly ?fcape a 
poyfoning. . 

The chief Cities in it are, fir ft Carthagena, which Sir Francis Drake in the year 1585. 
furprifed, and (as the Spaniards affirme) burned moft part of it, and befides ineftima- 
ble fums ofmony, took with him from thence 230 pieces of Ordinance. Idare fay now 
tt hath hot fo many: yet it is reafonable well fortified;' though notfo ftrong a t Portae 
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bel. It is a fair and gallant City and very rich, by resfon of the pearls which are brought 
to it from Margarita, and the Kings revenues, which from all Nova Granada are lent 
thither. It is a Bifhops feat, and hath many rich Churches and Cloifters. It is not gover¬ 
ned by a Court of Juftice and Chancery as Sr a. Fee is, but only by one Governour. It 
hath been often moved to the Councell of Spain to have fome galleys made to run about 
thofe Seas, and that Carthagena be the chief harbour of them. From this City received 
England the Ioffe of that little Ifland named Providence by us,and by the Spaniards Sta.Ca- 
talina, which though but little, might have been of a great,nay greater advantage to our 
Kingdom, then any other of our Plantations in America ; which the Spaniards well under- 
ftood when they fet all their ftrength of Carthagena againft it •. but I hope the Lord hath 
his time appointed when we fhall advantage our felves by it again. To this City of 
Carthagena cometh eyery year alfo in fmall Frigots molt of the Indigo,Cochi nil and Sugar 
which is made in the Country of Guatemala-,the Spaniards thinking it fafer to fliip thefe 
their goods in little Frigots upon the lake of Granada m Nicaragua, and from thence to 
fend them to Carthagena to be {hipped with the Galeons that come from Portabel with 
the treafiire of Pern, then to fend them by the fhips of Honduras, which have often been a 
prey unto the Hollanders. Thefe frigots were thought by the Spaniards to come too near 
the reach of Providrnce,and therefore it hath been their care and providence to remove 
us from this reach of their frigots. The fecond great Town of this Country of Carthagena 
is Abuida. The third Sta. Martha, which is a rich government of Spaniards , and doth 
much fear our Englijh and Holland fhips ; it is feated on the river de Abuida , otherwife cal¬ 
led St John and Rio di Grand. There is alfo Venezuela and New Caliz, great, rich and 
ftrong Towns. And thefe three laft region s,Andaluzia Nova, Nova Granada, and Cartha¬ 
gena are by the Spaniards called Tierra firme, or firme land, for that they are the ftrength 
of Peru from the North, and the balls of this reverfed Pyramid. 

Thus have I brought thee, Gentle Reader, round about America , and (hewed thee 
the Continent of that biggeft part of the world • from the which thou mayeft obferve 
the power and greatneffe of the King of Spain, who hath got under his Scepter and 
Dominion fo many thoufand miles, which were they reckoned up, would be found to 
be more then are about all Europe-fjut not only is America great and fpacious by land,buc 
alfo by fea, glorying in more and fome greater Iflauds, then any other part of the world. 
It would but caufe tedioufneffe, and feem prolixity to number them all up, which is 
a work hard and difficult, for that many as yet are not known nor inhabited , and 
wbofe goodneffe and greatneffe is not difcovered; for the Iflands called Lucaidai are 
thought to be four hundred at leaft. Therefore I will omit to be over tedious and pro- 
lixe, and will but briefly fpeak of the beft and chief of them , taking them in order 
from that part of the Continent, Carthagena , where even now I left thee. But in the 
firft place cals upon my pen the Jewel Ifland called Margarita, which is fituated in the 
fea nigh unto Caftella aurea, and not far diftant from two other Iflands, named Cubag- 
na and Trinidado . True it is this Ifland of Margarita is by fome much flighted for want 
of corn, graffe, trees and water; in fo much that it hath been known fometime 
that an inhabitant of that Ifland hath willingly changed for a Tun of water a Tun 
of wine. But the great abundance of pretious ftones in it maketh amends for the for¬ 
mer wants and defefts; for from them is the name of Manama impofed on that 
Ifland. But efpecally it yeelded ftore of pearls, thofe gemmef which the Latine wri¬ 
ters call 'Vniones, becaufe nulli dm reperiuntur indifcreti, they alwayes are found to grow 
in couples. In this Ifland there are many rich Merchants, who have thirty, forty, 
hfty Blackmon Haves only to fifh out of the fea about the rocks thefe pearls. Thefe 
Blackmores are much made of by their 'Matters, who muft needs truft them with a trea¬ 
sure hidden in the waters,and in whofe will it is to paffe by of thofe they find, none, few, 
or many. They are let down in baskets into the Sea, and fo long continue under 
the water, untill by pulling the rope by which they are let down, they make their fign to 
be taken up.I have heard fome fay that have thus dealt in pearls,that the chief meat they 
teea their Blackmores with,is roaft meat,which maketh them keep their wind and breath 
longer in the water. From Margarita are all the Pearls fent to be refined and bored to 
arthagena,^ where is a fair and goodly ftreet of no other (hops then of thefe Pearl- 
rehers. Commonly in the month of July there is a {hip or two at mott ready in that 
land to carry the Kings revenue, and the Merchants pearls to Carthagena -OSe. of thefe 
Imps are valued commonly at threefcpre thoufand, or fourfcore thoufand duckats, 
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jind iomeames more; and therefore are reafonable well manned • tor t hat t he Sd„„,-A~ 
much fear our Englijb and the Holland fhips. The year that I was in Cartba^ZuX 
was 1637. a fhip of thefe laden with pearls was chafed by one of our fmptfrom the 
Ifland of Providence ( by fome it was thought to be our fhip called the Neptune) which 
after a little fighting had almoft brought the poor Spaniard! oyeeid hs pearls and had 
certainly carried away that great treafure (as I was informed in Carthage™ four dayes 
after the fight by a Spaniard who was in the flup of Margarita) had nottwo other fhlns 
of Holland come between to challenge from our Englijb m an that prize, alleadgino their 
pnviledgefrom the mighty States united for all prizes' upon thofe feas and coaft And 
whileft our Englijb and Hollander did thus ftriveforthe Pearls, the Spamfh ft,in ran 
fhore upon a little Ifland, and fpeedily unladed and hid in the woods^part of thetrea- 
lures and perceiving the Hollander coming eagerly in purfuit of it, the fc^Jfe on 
fire the fhip, and neither Spaniard , Englijb , nor Hollander,tn\oytd what mioht have been 
a great and rich prize to England. From Carthagena was lent prefentiy a man of War to 
g-ingn°m e the pearls hid in the wood, which were not the third part of what was in 

Jamaica is another Ifland under the power of the Spaniards , which is in length 280 
miles, and 70.111 breadth, which though it exceed Margarita in fiveer and pleafant 
itreames and fountains of water, yet is farinferiour to it in riches- Some Hides fome 
Sugar, and fome Tobacco are the chief commodities -from thence. There are onlv 
two Towns of note in it, Onfiana and Sevilla- here are built fhips which have pro- 
ved as well at Sea, as thofe that are made in Spain. This Ifland was once very populous 
and now is almoft deftitute of Indians ; for the Spaniards have flain in it more the 60000- 
in fo much that women as well here as on the Continent did kill their children before 
they had given them life,that the iffues of their bodies might not ferve fo cruell a nation, 
But far beyond the two former is the Ifland of Cuba, which is three hundred miles long 
and feventy broad, which was firft made known to Europe by Columbus his fecond navh 
gation. This Ifland is full of Forrefts, Lakes,and mountains. The air is very temperate the 
foil very fertill producing brafTe of exad perfection, and fome gold though droffie hath 
formerly been found in it. Itaboundeth alfo with Ginger, Caiha, Maffick Aloes fome 
Cinnamon, Cana fiifula, Zarzaparilla, and Sugar, and hath of flefh, fifh, and’fowles 
great plenty; but efpecially fuch (tore offea Tortois,and Hogs,, that the fhips at their 
returne to Spain make their chief provifion of them. My felf chanced to take 
phyiick there, and whereas I thought that day I fhould have a fowle or rabbet after my 
phyficks working, they brought me a boyled piece offrefh young Porke, which when I 
S f d d aye s eat ' ^ ^ ^ ^ dlfh thc D ° a ° rs ^ ufe to preferibe upon 

The chief Cities of this Ifland are Santjago on the Northern' fhore built by fames 
de Valafco ,a Bifhops feat;and fecondly, Havana, which is alfo on the Northern fhore and 
is afaferode for fhips, and theiiaple of merchandize, and ( as the Spaniards call’ it ) 
the key of all the weft-India's, to lock up or unlock the door or entrance to all -Ame- 
nca. Here ndeth the King of Spains Navy, and here meet all the Merchant fhips from 
leverall ports and Havens of all thofe Countries aforenamed, whether from the Ifland* 
or from the Continent: in a word here commonly in the month of September is joyned’ 
all the treafure as I may fay of America, all the King of Spains revenews, with as much 
more of Merchant goods, whith the year that I was there were thought to be in all the 
worth of thirty millions. And the fhips whith that year there did meet to (Lengthen 
one another were 53. fail, and fet out fooner that year then any other, upon the 16. 
of September, having that day a fair wind to waft them homewards through the Gulf 
of Bahama. Havana therfbre being the ftore-houfe of all Amerkaes treafure, it hath 

j n t ,. S P amarils great care to fortifie that; and truly it is fo ftrong, that the Spani¬ 
ards hold it impofiible to be taken, and do boaft of four impregnable forts, to wit at 
Antwerp , Mi Han, Pamplona, and Havana. This hath two ftrong Caftles , the one at 
the point or entrance of theHaven toward the Sea; the other more within, on the o- 
ther fide almoft over againft it; which two Caftles (the paffage in the mouth of the ha¬ 
ven being fo narrow, that one only fhip in breaft may enter) will keep and defend the 
Port from many hundred fail. I was my felfe in the great and chief Caftle, and truly 
round it very ftrong, though by land I judged it might be as eafily taken, as other ftrong 
battles here m Europe have been ovepowered by a great and powerful! Army. It hath in 
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it befides many others, twelve pieces of Ordinance of braffe exceeding great, which they 

call. The twelve Apoftles. But for all this ftrength of the Havana, it could not once de¬ 
fend fix or leven millions (according to the Spaniards own account) which the one 
part of the Kings Navy brought from St. Johnde Vlhua to the fight of this impregna¬ 
ble fort, and protected with fuch twelve Apoftles. It was as I take it the year 1629. 
when that ever renowned Hollander ( whom like unto our Drake the Spaniards to this 
day fear and tremble at, calling him Piede Palo, that is, wooden leg) waited at the 
Cape of St. Anthony for the Spanijh fleet of Nova Hifpania ; which according to his ex¬ 
pectation coming, he manly fet upon it, faluting and welcoming the great treafure in it 
with a full fide of roaring Ordinance,* the found was more dolefull then joyfull and 
welcome to the Spaniards , who thought it fafer Beeping in a whole skin , then to be 
unquieted by fighting, and with the fight of torn and mangled bodies, by Mars his 
furious and fiery bals, and fo called a Councell of War to refolve what they fhould 
do to fave the Kings great treafure which was intrufted to them in thofe {hips. The 
refult of the Councell was to flie and with fome difcharging of their Ordinance to de¬ 
fend themfelves, untill they could put into a river in the Ifland of Cuba, not far from 
Havana calle'd Matanzos. There were in that fleet of Spain many gallants and Gen¬ 
tlemen, and two Judges of the Chancery of Mexico, which were that year fent to 
Madrid as guilty in the mutiny hefore mentioned, there was in it of my acquaintance 
a Dominican Fryer, named Fryer Jacintho de Hoz.es, who had been fent to thofe parts to 
vifit all the Dominican Cloifters of New Spain, and had got of bribes at leaft eight 
thoufand duckats (as I was informed the year after by a Fryer his companion, whom he 
fent from Havana to Guatemala to make known to his friends his Ioffe of all that he 
had got, and to beg a new contribution to help him home) therewasalfo in that fleet 
Don Martin de Carillo , who was the Inquifitor and Commiffioner to judge the Delin¬ 
quents in the fore-mentioned mutiny of Mexico, who was thought to have got twen¬ 
ty thoufand duckats cleer • befides thefe a Bifhop, and many rich Merchants, all under 
the command of Don Juan de Guzman j Torres Admirall to all the fleet. They alt 
fled for their lives and goods,- but the gallant Hollanders chafed them. The Spaniards 
thinking the Hollanders would not venture up the river after them, put into Matanzos ; 
but foon after they had entred, they found the river too {hallow for their heavy and 
great bellied Galeons,andfo run them upon ground; which done, the better and richer 
fort efcaped to land, endevouring to efcape with what wealth they could; fome got 
out Cabinets, fome bags; which theperceiving came upon them with bul¬ 
let mefTengers, which foon overtook and ftopt their flying treafures. Some few Cabinets 
were hid,all the reft became that day the gallant Piede Palo ot the wooden leg Captains 
prize for the mighty States of Holland. The Fryer Hozes was got into a boat with his Ca¬ 
binet under his habit, which had in it nothing but chains of gold, diamonds, pearls and 
precious ftones ; and half a dozen Hollanders leapt into the boat after him, and {hatched it 
from him, as his own friend and companion related after to us in Guatemala. Don Juan de 
Guzman j Torres the Admirall when he came to Spain was imprifoned, loft his wits for a 
while, and after was beheaded. Thus in the fight of impregnable Havana and of thofe x 2 
brazen Apoftles, was Holland glorious and made rich with a feven million prize. 

But before I end this Chapter, I may not forget the chiefeft of all the Iflands of this 
new world,which is called HiJpaniola,znd formerly by the natives Hatie, which lamenteth 
the Ioffe of at leaft three millions of Indians murthered by her new Matters of Spain. This 
Ifland is the biggeft that as yet is difcovered in all the world;it is in compafle about 1500. 
miles and enjoyneth a temperate aire,a fertill foil,rich mines; and trades much in Ambar, 
Sugar, Ginger, Hides, and Wax. It is reported for certain that here in twenty days 
herbes will ripen and roots alfoand be fit to be eaten, which is a ftrong argument of the 
exaft temperature of the air. Ityeeldeth in nothing to Cuba, but excelleth in three 
things efpecially; firft in the fineneffe of the gold, which is here more pure and unmix¬ 
ed ; lecondly, in the increafe of the Sugar, one Sugar Cane here filling twenty and fome- 
times thirty meafures; and thirdly, in the goodnefle of the foil for tillage, the corn 
here yeelding an hundred fold. This fertility is thought to be caufed by four great rivers, 
which water and enrich all the four quarters of the Ifland ; all four do fpring from 
one only mountain, which ftandeuh in the very midft and center of the Countrey, 

7 una running to the fob, Artihinnacus to the Weft, Jacobus to the North, and Naihus 
to the South . 


This 
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This Country is fo replemlhed with Swine and Cartel!, that they become wild amom> 

the Woods and Mountains,.!© that the {hips that fail by this Ifiand, apd want provifion 

go here a Ihore where it is little inhabited,and hill of Cattell, wild fvvine and bores till 
they have made up a plentiful provifion. Much of this Countrey is not inhabited by rea 
fo n that the Indians aae quite confumed. The chief places in it are firft S t.Dominro where 
there is a Spanifh Prefident and Chancery with fix Judges and the other officers bilonging 
to it, and it is the Seat of an Archbiftiop, who though he enjoy not fo much yearly rent 
and revenues as other Archbilhops, Specially they of Mexico and Lima • yet he hath an 
honour above all the reft, tor that he is the primate of all the India’s, this Ifland having 
been conquered before the other parts,and lo bearing antiquity above them all There are 
alfo other rich Towns of trading, as Sta. Ifabella, S. Thome, S.fohn, Mamma and Porto 

And thus hath my pen run over Sea and Land, Iflands and moftofthe Continent that is 
fubjed to the Spaniards ,to {hew thee, my Reader, the ftate of America at this time 
It is called America becaufe Americus Vejpufuis firft dilcovered it; though afterwards 
Columbus gave us the firft light to difcern thefe Countries both by example and diredi- 
ons. Befides the fadions fpoken of before between the Native Spaniards and thofe 
that come from Spain, there is yet further in moft parts of it, but efpeciall in Peru a 
deadly fadion and mortall harted between the Bifcains and the Spaniards of Cafiile and 
Eftremadura , which hath much ftiaken the quiet ftate of it, and threatned it with rebelli¬ 
on and deftrudion. 

There are in all America four Arc'hbilhopricks, which are Sto. Domingo, Mexico Lima 
and Sta. Fee, and above thirty inferiour Biftiops. The politick Adminiftration of Juftice 
is chiefly committed to the two Viceroyes refiding at Lima and Mexico, and with fubor- 
dination unto them unto other Prefidents, Governours,and high Juftices, called Alcaldes 
Majores; except it be the Prefident of Guatemala, and of Santo Domingo who are as 
ablolute in power as the Viceroyes, and have under them Governours,and ’high Juftices 
and are no wayes fubordinate to the former Viceroyes, but only unto the Court and 
Councell of Spain. 


8 


Chap. XIII. 

Shewing my journey from Mexico to ChiUpa Southward, and the mofi remarkable 
places in the way . 

H Aving now gone to>wxA America with a brief and fuperficiall defeription of it,my de¬ 
fire is to (hew unto my Reader what parts of it I travelled through,and did abide in, 
©bferving more particularly the ftate,condition,ftrength,and commodities of thofeCoun- 
tries which lie Southward from Mexico.lt is further my defire, nay the chief ground of 
this my Hiftory,that whileft my Country doth here obferve an Englijh man,become Ame-> 
travailing many thoufand miles there, as may be noted from St. fohn de Vlhua to 
Mexico, and from thence Southward to Panama, and from thence Northward again tq 
Carthagena ,and to Havana,G ods goodneffe may be admired, and his providence extolled 
who funered not the meaneft and unworthieft of all his Creatures to perifti in fuch un¬ 
known Countriesjto be {wallowed by North and South fea,where {hipwracks were often 
feared; to be loft in Wildernefles where no tongue could give directions ; to be devoured 
by Wolves^ Lions,Tigers or Crocodiles,which there fo much abound ;’to fall from fteepy 
rocks and mountains,which feem to dwell in the aereall Region,and threaten with fearfull 
fpeftacles of deep and profound precipices, a horrid and inevitable death to thofe that 
climbe up to them; to be eaten up by the greedy Earth which there doth often quake 
and tremble, and hath fometimes opened her mouth to draw in Towns and Cities; to 
be ftricken with thofe fiery darts of Heaven and thunderbolts which in winter feafon 
threaten the Rocks and Cedars; to be inchanted by Satans Inftruments, Witches 
and Sorcerers, who there as on their own ground play their prankes more then in the 
parts of Chriftendome; to be quite blinded with Romijh Errors and Superftitions, which 
have double blinded the purblind heathenilh Idolaters ; to be wedded to the pleafures 
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and UcentioufneffeV which do there allurc 5 to ** gutted with the plenty and dain¬ 
ties of fifh, flefh, fowles, and fruits, which do there entice; to be puffed up with 
the fpirit of prid’e and powerfull command and authority over the poor Indians, which 
doth there provoke ; to be tied with the Cords of vanity and ambition, which there 
are ftrongtyand finally t0 b e g lewed ‘ n heart, and affedion to the drofle of gold, lilver. 
Pearls and Jewels,whofe plenty there both bind, blind, captivate and enflave the foul. 
Oh I fay let the Lords great goodnefie and wonderfull providence be obferved who 
fuffered not an Englijh ftranger in all thefe dangers to mifcarry, but was a guide unto 
him there in all his travailes, difcovered unto him as to theefpies in Canaan, and as 
to fofeph in Egypt the provifion, wealth and riches of that world, and fafely guided 
him back to relate to England , the truth of what no other Englijh eye did ever yet be¬ 
hold. From themoneth of 0Bober untill February I did abide with my friends, and 
companions the Fryers under command of Fryer Calvo in that houfe of recreation 
called St. facintho, and from thence injoyedthe fight of all the Townes and of what 
elfe was worth the feeing about Mexico. But the time I was there, I was carefull to 
informe my felf of the ftate of Philippinas , whither my firft purpofes had drawn me 
from Spain. It was my fortune to light upon a Fryer and an acquaintance of fome of 
my friends, who was that year newly come from Manila whither I was going; who 
wilhed me and fome other of my friends as we tendred our fouls and good never to go 
to thofe parts, which were but fnares and trap-dores to let down to hell, where occa- 
fionsand temptations to fin were daily, many in number, mighty in ftrength, and 
to get out of them, labor dr opus, hard and difficult. And that hirofelf, had not he by 
ftealth gotten away (and that to fave his foul.) certainly he had never come from thence; 
who had often upon his knees begged leave of his fupenoursto return to Spain, and 
could not obtain it. Many particulars we could not get from him, nor the rea- 
fons of his coming away ; Only he would often fay, that the Fryers that live there 
are devils in private and in thofe retired places where they live among the Indians to 
inftrud and teach them; and yet in publick before their fuperiours and the reft of Fry¬ 
ers they mnft appear Saints, they muft put on the cloak of hypocrifie to cover their 
inward devilifhneffe, they muft be cloathed with fheeps skins though within they be 
lupi rapaces, ravenous Wolves, ravening after their neighbours Wives,and ravening af¬ 
ter their neighbours wealth; and yet withall this unpreparedneffe, with this out¬ 
ward, feeming and frothy fan&ity, and inward hellifhneffe and deep rooted workl- 
iinefle and covetoufneffe, when the Superiours command and pleafe to fend them, they 
muft go in a difguifed manner to fapan or China to convert to Chriftianity thofe peo¬ 
ple though with perill and danger of their lives. Many fuch like difcourfcs we got 
out of this Fryer; and that if we went to live there, we muft be fubjeft to the penal¬ 
ties of many Excommunications for triviall toyes and trifles, which the Superiours 
do lay upon the Confciences of their poor Subjects, who may affoon ftrive againft 
the common courfe of nature not to fee with their eyes, nor hear with their eares, nor 
fpeak with their tongues, as to obferve all thofe things which againft fenfe, reafon 
and nature with grievous cenfures and Excommunications are charged and fattened up¬ 
on them. He told us further offome Fryers that had defpaired under thofe rigorous 
courfes, and hanged themfelves, not being able to bear the burden of an affli&ed and 
tormented Confcience; and of others that had been hanged, fome for murthering of 
their rigid and cruell Superiours; and fome that had been found in the morning 
hanging with their queanes at the Cloifter gates, having been found together in the 
night, and fo murthered and hanged up either by the true Husband, or by fome o- 
ther who bare affeftion to to the woman. Thefe things feemed to us very ftrange,and 
we perceved that all was not gold that glittered, nor true zeal of fouls that carried 
fo many from Spain to thofe parts; or if in fome there were at firft a better and truer 
zeal then in others, when they came to Ehilippinas, and among thofe ftrong tempta- 
tations, we found that their zeal was foon quenched. This reafon moved me and 
three more of my friends to relent in our purpofes of leaving of America, and going 
any further, for we had learned that maxime, Quiamat periculum,peribit inillo ; and, 
Sjni tangit picem, inqmnabitur ab ea ; He that lovetli the danger, fhall fall and perilh in it; 
and he that toucheth pitch fhall be fmeared by it- Wherefore we communed 
privately with our felves, what courfe we might take, how we might that year return 
back to Spain, or where we might abide if we returned not to Spain■ For we 
& * knew 
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knew, if our Superiour Calvo fhould underhand or our purpofes to go no further he 
would lay upon us an Excommunication to follow him,nay and that he would fecure us 
inaCloifter prifon untill the day and time of our departure from Mexico. Our re- 
folutions we made afecretof our hearts,- yet could net I but impart it to one more 
fpeciall and intimate friend of mine, who was an lrijh Fryer, named 'Thomas de Leon 
whom I perceived a little troubled with fo long a journey as was at hand and found’ 
often wifhing he had never come from Spain; and as foon as I had acquainted him 
with what I meant to do, he rejoyced and promifed to ftay with me. The time 
was fhort which we had to difpofe of our felves ; but in that time we addrefledour 
felves to fome Mexican Fryers and made known unto them, that if our Superiour 
Calvo would give us leave, we would"willingly ftay at Mexico or in any Cloifter there¬ 
abouts, untill we could better fit our felves to return to Spain again. But they be¬ 
ing natives and born in that Country difeovered prefentiy unto us that inveterate 
fpight and hatred which they baretofuch as came from Spain • they told us plainly 
that they and true Spaniards born did never agree, and that they knew their Superiors 
would be unwilling to admit of us- yet furthermore they informed us that they 
thought we might be entertained in the Province ot'Guaxaca,where half the Fryers were 
of Spain and halfCrioliansand Natives- but in cafe we fhould not fpeed there they 
would warrant us we fhould be welcome to the Province of Guatemala , where almoft all 
the Fryers were of Spdin,&nd did keep under fuch as were Natives born’ in that Country 
It did a little trouble us to confider that Guatemala was three hundred leagues off and 
that we were ignorant of the Mexican tongue, and unprovided of money and horfes for 
fo long a journey. But yet we confidered Philipp was to be further, and no hoffes there of 
returning ever again to Chriftendome : - wherefore we refolved to rely upon Gods provi¬ 
dence only, and to venture upon a three hundred leagues journey with what fmall means 
we had,and to fell what Books and fmall trifles we had,to make as much money as might 

buy each of us a horfe. But while we were thus preparing our felves fecretly for Guate¬ 
mala we were affrighted and difhearnted with what in the like cafe to ours happened. 
A Fryer of our company named Fryer Peter Borrallo, without acquainting us or any o- 
therofhis friends with what he intended, made a fecretefcape from us, and (as after we 
were informed) took his way alone to Guatemala. This fo incenfed our Superiour Calvo., 
that after great fearch and enquiry after him, he betook himfelf to the Viceroy begging 
his affiftance and Proclamation, in the publick Marketplace, for the better finding out 
his loft fheep, and alledging that none ought to hide or privily to harbour any Fryer 
that had been fent from Spain to Philippinas to preach there the Gofpel, for that the fore- 
faid Fryers were fent by the King of Spain whofe bread they had ea’t, and at whofe 
charges they had been brought from Spain to Mexico, and at the lame Kings charges 
ought to be carried from Mexico to Philippinas; and therefore if any Fryer now in the 
halfe way fhould recant of his purpofe of going to Philippinas , and fhould by flight efcape 
from his Superiour and the reft of his company, the fame ought to be punifhed as guilty of 
defrauding the Kings charges. This reafon of Calvo being a politick and State reafon pre¬ 
vailed fo far with the Viceroy, that immediately he commanded a Proclamation to be 
made againft whofoever fhould know ©fthefaid Peter Borrallo and fhould not produce 
him to his Highnefle, or fhould harbour him or any other Fryer belonging to Philippinas 
from that time forward untill the fhips were departed from Acapulco; and that whofo¬ 
ever fhould trefpaffe againft this Proclamation, fhould fuffer imprifonment at his High¬ 
nefle his will and pleafure, and the penalty of five hundred duckats to be paid in at the 
Kings Exchequer. With this Proclamation Calvo began to infult over us,and to tell us, we 
were the Kings flaves under his conduct, and that if any of us durft to leave him (for he 
was jealous of moft of us) he doubted not but with the Viceroy his affiftance and Pro¬ 
clamation he fhould find both us and Peter Borrallo out to our further fhame and con- 
fufion. This did very much trouble us, and made my lrijh friend Thomas de Leon his 
heart to faint, and his courage to relent, and utterly to renounce before me his former 
purpofe of ftayingand hiding himfelf- yet he protefted to me, if I was ftill of the 
lame minde, he would not difeover me; but feeing his weaknefle, I durft not truft him, 
but made as if I were of his minde. Thus I betook my felf to the other three of my 
friends ( of whom one was Antonio Melendez, that had been the firft caufe of my coming 
from Spain) whom I found much troubled, doubtfull and Wavering what courfe to 
take. 

They 








A J\(erp Survey of the Weft-Indies. 


They confidered if we (hould flie, what a (hame it would be to us to be taken and 
brought back to Mexico as prifoners, and forcedly againft our wills to be (hipped to Phi¬ 
lippine , they confidered further if they went,what a llavifti and uncomfortable life they 
fhould live in Philippine , without any hopes of ever returning again to Chriftendom • 
yet further they looked upon the Viceroy his Proclamation, and thought it hard to 
break though the oppofition and authority of fo great a man; and lattly in the Pro¬ 
clamation they beheld the eftimation that Calvo had of them , as of (laves and fugi¬ 
tives to be cryed in a publick Market place. But after allthefe ferious thoughts our 
only comfort was that Peter Bor alio was fately efcaped , and (as we were informed) had 
been met farre from Mexico travailing alone towards Guatemala. And wethought,why 
might notweefcape as well as he? Then I told them that my refolut ion was to flay, 
though alone I returned either to Spain ,or took my journey to Guatemala ; the reft were 
glad to fee me refolute,and gave their hands that they would venture as much as I (hould. 
Then we fet upon the time when we (hould take our flight, and agreed that every one 
(hould have a Horfe in readinelfe in Mexico , and that the night before the reft of our 
company (hould depart from Mexico towards Acapulco to take (hipping, we (hould by 
two and two in the evening leave St facintho, and meet in Mexico where our Horfes flood, 
and from thence fet out and travaile all that night, continuing our journey fo the firft 
two or three nights and retting in the day time,untill we were fome twenty or thirty 
leagues from Mexico. For we thought the next morning Calvo awaking and milling us 
would not flop the journey of the reft of his company for our fakes, to fearch and in¬ 
quire after us; or if he did, it would be but for one day or two at themoft, till he had 
inquired for us in Mexico, or a dayes journey in fome of the common or beaten rodes of 
Mexico, where we would be fure he (hould not hear of us; for we alfo agreed to travail 
out of any common or known rode for the firft two or three nights. This refolution was 
by us as well performed and carried on,as it had been agreed upon, though fome had been 
fearfull that a counfell betwixt four could never be kept fecret, nor fuch a long journey 
as of nine hundred miles be compared with fuch fmall means of money as was amongft 
us, for the maintenance of our felves and Horfes; for after our Horfes were bought, we 
made a common purfe,and appointed one to be the purfe-bearer, and found that amongft 
us all there were but twenty duckats, which in that rich and plentifull country was not 
much more then here twenty Fnglijh (hillings, which feemed to us but as a morning dew, 
which would foon be fpent in provender only for our Horfes ; yet we refolved to go on, 
relying more upon the providence of God, then upon any earthly means; and indeed this 
proved to us a far better fupport then all the dro(Te of gold and filver could have done; 
and we reckoned that after we had travailed forty leagues from Mexico , and entred 
without fear into the rode, we had for our twenty duckats neer forty now in our com¬ 
mon purfe. The reafon was, for that moft commonly we went either to Fryers Cloifters 
who knew us not, or to rich farmes of Spaniards who thought nothing too good for us, 
and would not only entertain us ftately , but at our departure would give us money 
for one or two dayes journey. All our fear was to get fafely out of Mexico , for we 
had been informed that Calvo had obtained from the Viceroy officers to watch in the 
chiefeft rodes both day and night untill he had departed with his Train of Fryers to 
Acapulco. J 

And for all the Viceroy his Proclamation we got a true and truftie friend, who offe- 
jed to guide us out of Mexico by (uch a way as we needed not to fear any would watch 
for us. So with our friend and a map about us to guide us after he had left us in the mor¬ 
ning, we cheerfully fet out of Mexico about ten ofthe clock at night, about the middle 
cn February , and meeting no body about Guadalupe which was the way we went out 
(though the contrary way to Guatemala, which on purpofe we followed for fear the 
true way (hould be befet) we comfortably travailed all that night, till in the morning we 
came to a little Town of Indians , where we began to fpend of our fmall (lock calling up¬ 
on the Indians for a Turkey and Capon to break our faft with our friend and guide be¬ 
fore he returned to Mexico. Breakfaft being ended we took our leaves of him, and went 
torelt, that we might be more able to performe the next nights journey, which was to 
i a ,C jj T° untr y towards Mifco , which is in a vally of twenty miles about at 
. and doth give it the name ofthe valley of Atlixco , and is a valley much mentioned 
i™! , oe ? ar S s >f® r t ^ le exceeding great plenty of wheat that is there reaped every year, 
no is the chief fuftenance and relief of Mexico and all the Townes about. In this 
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them, and went from tarme to farme out of the highwayes, where we found good 
entertainment of thofe rich Farmers and Yeomen, who bare fuch refnect unto the 
Pnefts thattruely they thought themfelves happy with our company. Here we be 
gan to {hake off all fear, and would no more like Bats and Owles flie in the night but 
that we might with more pleafure enjoy the profped of that valley, and of there! of the 
Country we travelled by day j yet fell crofting the Country, we went from thence to¬ 
wards another valley called the valley of Sc. Pablo, or Pauls valley,which chough it be not 
as big as the valley of Atlifio yet is held to be a richer valley-for here they enjoy a double 
harveft of wheat every year.The firft feed they fow is watered, and growes with the com- 
mon feafonrain- and the fecond feed which they low in Summer as foon as their 
firft harveft is in when the feafon ofraimspaft, they water with many Springs which 
fall into that valley Irom the Mountains which round befet it, and let in the water 
among their wheat at their pleafure, and takeic away when they fee fit. Here live Yeo 
men upon nothing but their farms, who are judged to be worth fome twenty thoufand 
fome thirty thoufand, fome forty thoufand duckats. In this valley we chanced to 
light upon one farme where the Yeoman was country-man to my friend Antonio Melcn 
dez, borne in Segovia in Spain , who for his fake kept us three daies and nights with 
him. His table was as well furnifhed as the table of a Knight might be his fide board full 
of filver boules and cups,and plates in ftead of trenchers; he lpared no dainties which 
might welcome us to his table, no perfumes which might delight us in our chambers no 
mufick ( which his daughters were brought up to; which might with more pleafure help 
to pafle away the time. To him Antonio Melendez, made known ourj'ourney towards 
Guatemala ; and from him we received directions which way to fteer our courfe untill we 
might be throughly freed from fear and danger; here we began to fee the great provi' 
dence of God, who had brought us being ftrangers to fuch a friends hoiife who not 
only welcomed us to him, but when we departed gave us a guide for a whole day and 
bellowed upon us twenty duckats to help to bear our charges. From this valley we 
wheeled about to Tafco , a Town of fome five hundred Inhabitants which enioveth 
great commerce with the Country about by reafon of the great ftore of Cotton-wool 
which is there. And here we were very well entertained by a Francifcan Fryer who 
being of Spain made the more of us, knowing we came from thence. Here we got in¬ 
to the Rode of Guaxaca, and went to Chant la, which alfo aboundeth with Cotton¬ 
wool, but in it we found no entertainment but what our own purfes would afford us 
Next to this place is a great Town called Zumpango, which doth confift of at leaft eight 
hundred Inhabitants, many of them very rich both Indians and Spaniards. Their 
commodities are chiefly Cotton-wooll, and Sugar, and Cochiml. But beyond this 
Town are the Mountains called la Mifteca, which abound with many rich and great 
Towns, and do trade with the belt filk that is in all that Country. Here is alfo great 
ftore of WaxandHony; and Indians live there who traffique to Mexico and about the 
Country with twenty or thirty mules of their own, chopping and changing buying 
and felling commodities,and fome of them are thought to be worth ten or twelve or 
fifteen thoufand duckats, which is much for an Indian to get among the 'Spaniards, who 
thmke all the riches of America little enough for themfelves. Fromthefe Mountains 
of Mifteca to Guaxaca we faw little obfervable, only Towns of two or three hundred 
inhabitants; rich Churches, well built, and better furnifhed within with lampes can- 
dlefticks, crownes of filver for the feverall ftatues of Saints; and all the way we did 
obferve a very fruitfull foil for both Indian and Spanijh wheat, much Sugar, much Cot¬ 
ton-wool, Hony, and here and there fomeCochinil, and of Plantins, and other fweet 
and lufcious fruit great ftore;but above all great abundance of Cattell, whofe Hides are 

one of the greateft commodities that from thofe parts are fent to Spain* Some reported 
that about Mifteca formerly much gold had been found, and Oat Indians were wont to 
ufe it much, though now they will not be known of any, left the greedineffe of the 
Spaniards bring them to mifery and deftru&ion, as it hath their neighbours about them. 
Alfo it is reported for certain that there are Mines of filver, though as yet the Spaniards 
have not found them. 

There are many Mines of Iron which the Spaniards will not bufie themfelves in dig¬ 
ging, becaufe they have it cheaper from Spain; from hence we came to the City of 
Guaxaca , which is a BifhopsSeat, though not very big, yet a fair and beautifull City 
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to behold. It ftandeth threefcore leagues from Mexico in a pleafantvafiy from whence 
Cortez, was named Marques del Valle, the Marquette of the valley. This City, as all the reit 
of Amcrica,{t\ cept the Sea Towns) lyeth open without wals,Bulwarkes, Forts Towers 
or any Caftle, Ordinance or Ammunition to defend it. It may confift of at ’the molt 
twothoufand Inhabitants, and are governed by a Spanish high Juftice called Alcalde 
Major , whofe power reacheth over all the Valley, and beyond it as far as Nixapa, 
and almoftto Tecoantepeque, a Sea Town upon Mar del Zur. The Valley is of at leait 
fifteen mifes in length, and ten in breadth, where runneth in the midft a goodly Ri¬ 
ver yeelding great ftore of fifti.The Valley is full of Sheep and other Cattell,which yeeld 
much Woolltothe Clothiers of the City of Angels, ftore of Hides to the Merchants of 
Spatn,*nd great provifion of flefh to the City of Guaxaca , and to all the Towns about, 
which are exceeding rich, and do maintain many Cloifters of Fryers, and Churches 
with (lately furniture belonging unto them. But what doth make the Valley of 
Guaxaca to be mentioned far and near, are the good horfes which are bred in it and 
efteemedto be the bed of all the Country. In this Valley alfo arefome farmesof 
Sugar, and great ftore of fruits, which two forts meeting together have cried up the 
City of Guaxaca for the beft Conferves and Preferves that are made in America. In 
the City there are fome fix Cloifters of Nuns and Fryers, all of them exceedin'* 
rich; but above all is the Cloifter of the Dominican Fryers, whofe Church treafure 
it worth two or three millions; and the building of it thefaireft andftrongeft in all 
thofe parts, the wals are of (tone fo broad, that a part of them being upon finifhing 
when I was there I faw Carts goe upon them, with -(tone and other materials. Here 
are alfo two Cloifters of Nuns, which are talked of far and near, not for their religious 
pra&ifes, but for their skill in making two drinks which are ufed in thofe parts & the 
one called Chocolatte ( whereof I {hall fpeak hereafter) and the other Atolle, which 
is like Unto our Almond Milk, but much thicker, and is made of the juyceofthe yong 
Maiz. or Indian wheat, which they fo confection with fpices, musk, and fugar, that 
it is not only admirable in the fweetneffe of the fmell, but much more nouriftiing and 
comforting the ftomach. This is not a commodity that can be tranfported from 
thence, but is to be drunk there where it is made. But the other, Chocolatte, is made up 
in Boxes, and fent not only to Mexico and the parts thereabouts, but much of it is 
yearly tranfported into 1 S)v»».ThisCity oiGuaxaca 'is the richer by reafonofthe fafety 
they enjoy for the carriage of their Commodities to and from the port of St. fohn de 
Vlhua by the great River Alvarado which runneth not far from it ; and although the 
Barks come not to the City of Guaxaca, yet they come up to the Zapotecas, and to 
St. Ildefonfo , which is not far from Guaxaca. And the careleflenetfe of the Spaniards 
here is to be wondred at,that all along this River which runneth up into the heart of 
their Country, they have built as yet no Cdftles, Towers, or watch-houfes, or planted 
any Ordinance, trufting only in this, that great (hips cannot come up, as if Frigots 
or fmaller Barks, fuch as they themfelves ufe, may not be made to annoy them. But 
of Guaxacal {hall fay no more, but conclude that it is of fo temperate an air, fo a- 
bounding in fruits, and all provifion requifite for mans life, fo commodioufly fitua- 
ted between the North and South Sea, having on the North fide St. fohnde Vlhua, and 
on the South Tecoantepeque a (mall and unfortified harbour, that no place I fo much 
defired to live inwhileft I was in thofe parts as in Guaxaca, which certainly I had 
attempted as I travailed by it, had I not underftood that the Criolian or Native 
Fryers were many and as deadly enemies unto thofe that came from Spain as were the 
Mexicans. And this their fpight and malice they {hewed whileft we were there, to 
an ancient and grave old Fryer Matter in Divinity, who living had been for learning 
the Oracle of thofe parts. This old man died when I was there, and becaufe when 
he lived they could pick no hole in his Coat, being dead they fearched his chamber, 
and finding in a Coffer fome monies which he had not made known to his Supe- 
nour when living (which they would reduce to a fin agaiuft his profeffed pover- 
*7» e ,~ Propriety, .and fubj'edt to the cenfure of Excommunication) they reported 

that he had died excommunicated, and might not enjoy their Chriftian buriall in 
the Church or Cloifter, and fo ignominioufly buried their old Divine,and with him his 
Credit and reputation in a grave made in one of their Gardens. A thing much talked on 
as fcandalous to all the City and Country, which they falved with faying he was ex¬ 
communicated ; but the truth was, he was of Spain, and therefore at his death they 
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would {hew their fpight unto him. For certainly they could not doit for the fin of 
-Propriety which by him had been commuted in his life - and to them all may be well 
Laid what our Saviour faid to the Jews bringing to him a woman found in adultery 
to beftoned, Whofoever of you is without fin, let him caft the firft ftone ; for all 
of them, yea even the bell Fryers that live in America , are fome way or other,much or 
lefle guilty of the fin of Propriety which they profefle and vovv againft. With 
this which we faw with our eyes, befides what with our ears we had heard of dis¬ 
cords and fa&ions amongft them, we thought Guaxaca was no place for us to live in; 
fo after three dayes we made halt out of it, and departed towards Cbiapa, which lyeth 
three hundred miles from thence. And for our comfort in our further travailing we were 
informed in Gttaxaca, that in molt Towns of theRode through that country^he Indians 
had ah order from the high Juftice to give unto Fryers travailing that way either 
hOrfe to ride on, or to carry their carriages aiid provifion of food freely without 
mony,if they had none,fo that at their departure they {hould write it down in the Town 
book what they had fpent, not abiding above four and twbhty houres in the Town • 
which expencesof uavailesthe Indians afterwards at the years end of their ordinary 
Juftice and Officers were to give an account of with carrying their Towri book un¬ 
to the Spanifb Juftice to whom they belonged, and by fb doing thefe expences were al¬ 
lowed of to be difeharged by the common Town Purfe or. Trealure, for the which 
a common plat of ground was allotted to be yearly foWen with wheat hr Maiz. 
With this charitable relief and help of the Townes wee cohceived Better of the reft 
of our long journey, and hoped to compafle it With more eafe. And lb joyfully we 
went on* and the firft place where we made triall of this otdbr Was at a grbdt Town 
called Antecjuera , where we freely called for our fowles and what other provifion we 
faw in the Town, fed heartily on them, and the next day when we Were to pay and 
to depart, we called for the Town book , fubferibed our hands to what we had 
fpent our felves andhorfes, and went bur way, praifing the diferetiori of the juftites 
of that Country, who had fetled a courfe fo eafie and comfortable for us, efpecially 
who had but {hallow purfes for Oiir long joftrney. Yet we found in fome fmallTowns 
that the Indians were unwilling, and (asthay alleadged) unable to extend this Charity 
tous, being four fo /company, and bringing with us the charge likewife of four 
Horfes, which made us fometimes make the longer journey that we might reach unto 
fome great arici rich Town. The next to Antiquera in that Rode is Nixapd , which 
is ofattheleaft eight hundred Inha.bita.ns,Spaniards and Indians, {landing upon the fide 
of a River, Which we Wefe informed was an arm© of the great River Alvarado. In 
this Town is a very rich Cloifter of Dominican Fryers,where We were well entertained ; 
and in it there is a picture of our Lady, Which fnperftitioufly they fancy to have wrought 
miracles, and is made a pilgrimage from far and near, and confequently hath great 
riches and lampes belonging untO it. This is counted abfolutely one of the wealthi- 
eft places of ail the Country of Gttaxaca ; for here is made much Indigo, Sugar, Co- 
chinil; and here grow many trees of Cacao, and Achiotte, whereof is made the Cbocc- 
lane,znd is a commodity Of much trading in thofe parts, though our Englifb and Hollan¬ 
ders make little of it when they take a prize of it at Sea, as not knowing the fecret virtue 
and quality of it for the good of theftomach. From hence We went to Aguatulco and •> 
Capaltta,a[(o great Towns Handing upon a plain Country full of Sheep and Cattell, a-, 
bounding with excellent fruits,efpecially Pines and Sahdid s, Whith are as big as Pumpi- 
ons,and fo waterifh that they even melt like fnow in the mouth,and cool the heat which 
there is great,by reafon it is a low and Marflrkind of ground, lying near the South Sea. 
The next chief Town and moft confiderable after Capalita i s.Tecodnteq'uepete; this is a Sta 
Town upon Mar delZut, and a harbour for fmall velfels, fuch as Trade from thofe parts 
to Acapulco and Mexico , and to Rcalejo and Guatemala, and fometimes to Panama. Here 
upon fome occafions Ships which come from Perd to Acapulco do tall in. It is a port 
no farther fafe, then that no Englifb or Holland Ships? do come thereabouts, which if 
they did, they would there find no refiftance, but from thence would find an open and 
eafie Rode over all the Country. U'pOn all this South Sea fide from Acapulco to Pana¬ 
ma, which is above two thoufand miles by land there is no open harbour, but this 
for Gttdxaca , and La Trinidad for Guatemala , and Realty) for Nicaragua, and Gol- 
fo de S alt nos for fmall veflels in CoftaRica , and all thefe unprovided of Ordinance ana 
Ammunition, all open dores to-let in any Nation that would take the pains t©' forround 
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the World to get a treafure. This port of Tecoantepeque is the chief for iifhmTT 
in all that Countrey ■ we met here in the wayes lometimes with fifty f ome h 
times with a hundred mules together laden with nothing but fait fifh for 6Vt 
ca , the City of Angels and Mexico. There are fome very rich Merchants dwell'm 
it, who trade with Mexico, Peru and Philippine, fending their fmall veflels out from 
Port to Fort, which come home richly laden with the Commodities of all the 
Southerne or Eafterne parts. From hence to Guatemala there is a plain Rodealon* 
the Coaftof the South fea, palling through the Provinces of Soconuzco and SuchutepT 
C]ues but we aiming at Chtapa took our journey over the high Rocks and Moun 
tains called guelenes, travailing firft from Tecoantepeque to Eftepeque and from thence 
through a defert of two dayes journey, where we were fain to lodge one night bv a 
fpnng of water upon the bare ground in open wide fields, where neither Town nor houfe 
is to be feen ; yet thatcht lodges are purpofely made for travelers. This plain lyeth 
fo open to the Sea, that the wind from thence blows foftrongly and violently thattra 
yailers are fcarce able to fit their horfes and mules* which is thereafonno people in 
habit there, becaufe the windestear their iioufes, and the leaft fire that there breaks 
out, doth a great deal of mifehief. This plain yet is full of Cattell and Horfes • 
and Mares, fome wilde, fome tame ; and through this windy Champagne Countrev 
with much adoe we travailed ; though my felf thought I fhould even there end my dayes 
for the fecond day being to reach to a Town, and my three friends ridin® before’ 
thinking that I followed them , evening now drawing on they made more haft to find 
the Town. But in the mean while my horfe refufed to go any further, threading 
to lie down if I put him to more then he was able. I knew the Town could not 
be far, andfo I lighted thinking to walk and lead my horfe, who alfo refufed to be 
led, andfo laydown. With this a troop of thoughts befet me, and to none I could 
give a flat anfwer. I thought if I fhould go on foot to find out the Town and my 
company and leave my.horfe there fadled, I might both lofe myfelfe, and my horfe 
and faddle; and if I fhould find the Town and come in the morning for my horfe the 
plain was fo wide and fpacious,that I might feek long enough, and neither find him 
nor know the place where I left him, for there was nothing near to mark the place 
nor where to hide the faddle,neither hedge,tree,fhrub,within a mile on any fide.Where¬ 
fore I confidered my beft courfe would be to take up my lodging in the wide and o- 
pen wildernefie with my horfe, and to watch him left he fhould wander andftray a- 
way untulthe morning or untill my friends might fend from the Town to fee what 
was become of me* which they did not that night, thinking I had taken my way to 
another Town not far from thence, whither they fent in the morning to enquire for me. 

I looked about therefore for a commodious place to reft in,but found no choife of lodg¬ 
ings, everywhere I found abed ready for me, which was the bare ground - abolftir 
only or pillow I wanted for my head, and feeing no bank did kindly offer it felfe 
Wd fe 4 ( ? nd .P ll § nm l? L I unladled my weary Jade, and with my faddle 

fitted my head in ftead of a pillow. Thus without a fupper I went to bed in my Mothers 
own bofome not a little comforted to fee my tired horfe pluck up his fpirits, and 
make much of his fupper, which there was ready for him, of fhort, dry and withered 
feedfnp fedwith a greedy and hungry ftomach, promifing me by his 

feeding that the next day he would performe a journey of at leaft thirty or forty miles. 

fudda?nT r h^ ea Hfi ed lf PaC ^ my care ^ U watched him for at leaft an hour,when upon a 
fiiddainl heard fuch an hideous noife of howling, barking and crying, as if a whole Ar- 
Zd I* WC ^ com 4 e,n c to ^e: wilderneffe , and howled for want of a prey of fome 
dead horfe or mule. At firft the noife feemed to be a pretty way off from me - but the 
dZ e K h r arkenedUnt ° ltf - h f nigher itcame unt0 me ’ and 1 obferved it was not of 
SL; [°M erm ! xt ftnekln § sas of Chriftians, which I perceived in it. An obfer- 
rnademt h/ ad /°ft a a" 6 with ° Ut any hel P or comfort ,n a vvilderneffe, which 
follWar s Ja heartt0 pant, my body to be covered with a fear- 

proceeded 1 fom^’ T I , ex P e , fted notllIn g elfe , not knowing from whence the noife 
Z turned inSX'T th . ou g h ^f Watches, fometimes of Devils, fometime of Indi- 
of wild and fivaopK^lf 0p ^ W1IC ^ am °ngfi fome hath been ufedj fometimes 

fure^dith d for^ be v S l T ndfr0ra thefe thou g hts I promifed my felf nothing but 
whfteftl exDe°ded 1C m^ bl kli P ^v Par ij d L my felf commending my foul to the Lord, 
whileft I expected my body fhould be a prey to cruell and mercileffe beafts; or 
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fome inilruments ot that roaring Lion who in the Apoille goeth about feeking whom 
he may devoure. I thought I could not any wayes prevail by flying or running away, 
but rather might that way run my felf into the jawes of death; to hide there was 
no place, to lieftill I thought was fafeft, for if they were wilde beafts, they might fol¬ 
low their courfe another way from me, and fo I might efcape. Which truly proved 
my fafeft courfe, for while I lay fweating and panting, judging every cry, every how¬ 
ling and fhriking as an alarm to my death, being in this agony and fearfull conflift till 
about midnight, on a fuddain the noife ceafed, lleep (though but the fhadow of death ) 
feized upon my wearied body, and forfook me not, till the mornings glorious lamp (hi- 
ning before my (lumbering eyes and driving away deaths fhadow greeted mejwith life and 
fafecy. When I awaked, my foul did magnifie the Lord for my deliverance from that 
nights danger, I looked about and faw my horfe alfo near the place where I had left 
him, I fadled him prelently with defire to leave that wildernefTe and to find out my com¬ 
pany, and to impart unto them what that night had happened unto me; I had not rid 
above a mile, when I came to a brook of water, where were two wayes, the one ftraight 
forward along the defert, where I could difcover no Town, nor houfes, nor trees in a 
profped: of five or fix miles at leaft; the other way was on the left hand, and that 
way fome two or three miles off I faw a wood of trees, I imagined there ifiight be the 
Town; I followed that way, arid within a quarter of a mile my horfe began to 
complain of his poor provender the night before, and to flight me for it; I was fain 
to light and lead him; and thus again difcouraged with my horfe, and difcomforted 
for the Uncertainty of my way, looking about I fpied a thatcht houfe on the one fide 
of the way, and one on horleback, who came riding to me; it was an Indian be¬ 
longing to that houfe which was the farme of a rich Indian , and Governour of the 
next Town, of whom I asked how far it was to the Town of Efiepeque, he (hewed 
me the trees, and told me that a little beyond them it flood, andj:hat I (hould not fee 
it untill I came unto it. With thisl got up again and fpurred my fullen jade, untill I 
reached unto the trees,where he was at a (land and would go no further. Then I un- 
fadled him, and hid my faddle under fome low (hrubs, and. leaving my horfe (whom 
I feared not that any would (leal him) I walked unto the Town which was not above 
halfe a mile from thence, where I found my three friends were waiting for me, and 
grieved for the lofle of me, had fent to another Town to enquire for me; it was the 
leaft thought they had that I had been a lodger in the defert.When I related unto them 
and to the Indians the noife and howling that I had heard, the Indians anfwered me that 
that was common mufick to them almoft every night,and that they wereWolves and Tt- 
gres which they feared not, but did often meet them, and with a ftick or hollowing did 
fcare them away , and that they were only ravenous for their Fowles, Colts; Calves 
or Kids. After a little difcourfe I returned with an Indian to feek my horfe and fad¬ 
dle, and in that Town I fold my wearied Mexican bead, and hired another to Ecate- 
peque whither we went all four friends again in company. Where note that in this plain 
and champaign country of Tecoantepeque are five rich and pleafant Townes full of 
fruits and- provifionof vidluall, all ending in Tepeque, to wit, Tecoantepeque, Eft epeque, 
Ecatepeque, Sanat epeque, andTapaxatepeque. Now from Ecatepeque we could difcover 
the high mountains of Quelenes, which were the fubjeft of moll of our difcourfe to 
Sanatepeque , and from thence to TapanatepequeEor we had been informed by Spaniards 
and Travailers in the way,that they were the mod dangerous mountains to travail over 
that were in all thofe parts; and that there were on the top of them fome palfages fo 
narrow, and fo high, and fo open to the boifterous winds that came from the South- 
fea, which feemed to lie at the very bottom of them; and on each fide of thefe narrow 
pallages fuch deep precipices amongft rocks,that many times it had happened, that the 
wind blowing furioufly had call down Mules laden with heavy carriages down the 
rockes, and likewife Horfe-men had been blown down both Horfe and man. The fight 
of the rocks and mountains did terrific us, and the report of them did much affright 
us, fo that in all this way we did confer which way to take, whether the rode way to 
Guatemala which lieth under thofe mountains along the coaft by the Country of Soco - 
nuzco , from whence (though out of our way) we might have turned to Chiapa, or whe¬ 
ther we (hould (leer our right courfe to Chiapa over thofe mountains,which we had been 
informed, we might fafely paffe over if the winds did not blow two boifteroufly. We 
refolvedthat when we came to Tapanatepeque we would choofe our way according as 
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the winds did favour or threaten us, but however to Chiapa we would go, becaufe there 
we had underftood was the Superiour and Provincial of all the Dominicans of thofe 
parts, ( to whom we ought to addrefle our felves ) and alfo becadfe we would lee that 
famous and much talked of Province of Chiapa. In Sanatepcqae we met with a Fryer 
who gave us ftately entertainment, and from thence gave us Indians to guide us to Ta- 
panatepeque , and a letter to the chief of the Town (which all'o was at his command) 
to give us Mules to carry us, and Indians to guide us up the mountains. Here the reft of 
our Horfesalfo failed us, but their wearinelfe was no hinderance to us, for the Indi¬ 
ans were willing to give us as much or more then they had colt us, becaufe they were 
true Mexican breed, and all the way we went to Chiapa and through that country to 
Guatemala the Towns were to provide us of Mules for nothing. We came to Tapa- 
natepeque (which ftandeth at the bottome and foot of Quelenes ) on Saturday night 
and with the letter we carryed were very much welcomed and entertained well by the In¬ 
dians. 

This Town is one of the fweeteft and pleafanteft of any we had feen from Guaxaca 
thither, and it feems God hath feplenifhed it with all forts of comforts which fra- 
vailers may need to afcend up thofe dangerous and fteepy rocks. Here is great plenty 
of cattell for flefh, and rich Indians which have farmes, called therejiftantia’s, in fome 
athoufand, >n fome three or four thoufand head of cattell; fowles here are’in abun¬ 
dance, fifh the beft ftore and choifeft of any Town from Mexico thither; for the Sea 
is hard by it, andbefides there runneth by it a fmall river which yeelds divers forts of 
fifh. From the mountains there fall fo many fprings of water, that with them the 
Indians water at their pleafure their gardens which are ftored with much herbage and 
fallets. The fhade which defends from the heat (which tliere is great) is the daughter 
of moft fweet and goodly fruit trees, and of Orange, Lemmon , Citron and Fig 
leaves. The Sabbath morning was fo calmethatwe defired to makeufeof it, left by 
longer delayes the winds fhould ftay us, or force us. to' the coaft of Soconufco. But' 
the Indians mtreated us to be their guefTe at dinner, not doubting but the weather 
would hold, and promifing us to provide usftrongand lufty Mules, and provifion of 
fruits, and fried filh, or fowles, or what our felves defired. , We could not refufe this 
their kind offer, and fo flayed dinner with them. After dinner our Mules wee brought, 
an “,two Indians to guide us and carry our provifion, which was fome fried fifh, and a 
cold rofted Capon, with fome fruit as much as might fuffice us for a day, for the chief 
afcent and danger is not above feven leagues, or one and twenty Englijh miles, and 
then beyond the top of the mountains three miles is one of thericheft farms for Hor- 
fes, Mules, and Cattell, in all the Country of Chiapa , where we knew we fhould be 
welcomed by one Donjohn de Toledo , who then lived there. Though thefe moun¬ 
tains Chew themfelves with feverall fharpe pointed heads,and are many joyned together 
yet one of them is only mentioned in that Country by the travailers, which is callecf 
Maqtsilapa , over the which lyeth the way to Chiapa. To this high, fteepy, and crag¬ 
gy Maquilapa we took our journey after dinner, and were by the proud’ mountaine 
that night well entertained, and harboured in a green plat of ground refembling a 
meadow, which lay as a rib of the one fide of that huge and more then Pyrenian mon- 
fter The Indians comforted us with the fhews of fair weather, and told us that they 
doubted not but the next day at noon we fhould beat Donfohn deToledohis Eflantia, 
or farme. With this we fpread our fupper upon the green table-cloth, and at that firft 
meal eat up our Capon and moft of the provifion of our cold fried fifh, leaving onf^ 
a bit for our mornings breakefaft, the fprings of water like Conduit-pipes , trickling 
down the rocks, gave us melodious mufick to our fupper; the Indians fed merrily 
and our Mules contentedly, and fo the fountain Nymphesfung us afleep till morning* 
which feemed to us as calme and quiet as the day before, apd encouraged us haftily to 
match that bit which we had left and fo up from breakefaft, to fay merrily, up to Ma- 
qutlapa. We had not winded the mountain upwards much above a mile, when the 
higher we mounted, the more we heard the wind from above whiffling unto us, and for- 

^ *1% US t0 §° f ny ^ urt her. We were now half way up, and doubtfull what we 
lhould do, whether go forward, or return to Tapanatepeque to eat more fifh,or to ftay 
where we were a while untill the weather were more calme, which we thought might 
e at noon or towards, evening. The Indians told us that about a mile further there 
was a fountain of water, and a lodge made under trees on purpofefor Travailers that 
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were either benighted or hindred by the winds to compafle their journey up the moun¬ 
tain. Thither we went with much zdoe, hoping the wind would fall; but {fill the 
higher weelimed, the {longer we felt the breath of vAEclus , and durlt not like the 
people called Vfilli ( ot whom Herodotus writeth ) march againll him , left as they in 
ftead of a viftory found a grave in the lands where they met to oppofe hun,fo we in Head 
of alcending Ihould by a furious blallbemade to defeend into thofe deep and horrid 
precipices, which truely threatned death, and offered themJelves to be a grave unto our 
torn and mangled bodies. We liked the.fountain very well, and the lodge better for 
the harbour of trees which compalTed it about. The winde kept on breathing, and we 
ftoodftill fearing, till the day was fofar fpent that we had no hopes of going back, 
or forward. Of any fupper we defpaired that night, who would have been glad now 
to have picked a bone of a Capons leg, or to have fucked a fifties head , and law there 
was nothing for us, but only to feed our hungry ftomachs with the remembrance of the 
plenty the night before.Thtis gazing one upon another, and fometimes looking down to 
the fountain,fometimes looking up to the tree*, we perceived ainongft them a Lem¬ 
mon tree, full of fmall and very fowre green Lemmons. It was not with us as with 
Tantalus who could neither in joy the fruit above him, nor the waters beneath him; we 
could and did moil greedily catch and fnatch the Lemmons, which were, fawce for no 
meac, but only to fill an empty ftomach; with them we flipped and .took our reft. 
The next morning the wind was rather ftronger then calmer , and weas.'ftrong the fe- 
cond day as the firft in our purpofe of {laying there, and not turning our backes like 
Cowards. The Indians were alfo willing to flay yet one day-longer; id wefeil.to our. 
breakfaftof Lemmons which were fomewhat cool to a falling ftomach, and relifhed 
nothing the better with a draught from the clear fountain* And of what we left on 
the tree we made our dinner and fupper, adding to our water what we faw the. Indians 
did drink, who had their fmall bags full of powder of their Maiz, of which firft ma¬ 
king cakes as dry as bisket they then grind them to powder, and when they travaile, 
carry with them that powder to drink with water. This we thought might be more 
nourilhingtous, then Lemmons and Water only, and fo for that day we bought of 
them halfabagfull of powder giving for it in our want andneceflity four rials, or two 
Bnglijhi hillings , which out of Maquilapa and that our fear of ftarving might not be 
worth above a penny; and yet this was but weak nouriftiment for our feeble bodies. 
Thus wte waited all Tuefday for the laying of the wind, refolving the next morning ei^ 
ther to go up the hill, or down again to Tapanatepeque. But on W'ednefday morning 
the wind feeming to be fomewhat laid, wepurpofed to ftay till noon hoping then it 
would be fure travailing; but it ceafed not but rather increafed a little; whereupon one 
of our company refolved to go upwards a mile qr two on foot, and trie the paffa- 
ges, and the danger of the wind and to bring us word again; for we thought our 
fear might be greater then the danger, who had heard much talke, but had not as yet 
feen any thing worth our fear. Up therefore went our friend, who {laid from us near 
two houres, and then returning back he told us he thought we might get up leading 
our Mules by the bridles. But what with further queftions and debates the timepafled 
away, fo that we thought it might be too late; and for that day we put off our journey 
untill the next morning, refolutely purpofing to go forwards altogether if the wind 
were not much increafed. So that day we fell again to our green crabby Lemmons, wa¬ 
ter and Maiz powder, all which we found had much weaknedour bodies and feared if 
we continued there any longer they might haften our death. Wherefore on Thurfday 
morning ( the wind being as the day before ) commending ojir felves firft unto the pro¬ 
tection ofthat Lord whom the winds and fea obey, we mounted up upon our Mules 
(leaving our names written in the bark of a great tree, and the dayes we ftayed there 
without food) and fo went upward. We perceived no great danger in the wind a 
great while,but fome fteps and palfages upon ftony rocks we feared for the narrownefTe 
of them, and there we lighted, thinking our felves fafer upon our own two feet, then 
upon the four feet of a beaft. But when we came up to the very top of Maqutlapa (which 
fignifies in that tongue, A head without hair ) we perceived truly the danger fo much 
talked of, and wifhed our felves again with our green Lemmons in the way to Tapana¬ 
tepeque, for we found it indeed a head without hair, a top without a tree or branch to 
fhelter a fearfull Traveller; the paffage that lieth open to the fea maybe no more then 
a quarter of a mile, but the height and narrownefle of it ftupefieth, for if we look on 
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the one fide, there is the wide and fpacious South fea lying fo deep and low under it, 
that it da7.1eth the eyes to behold it ; if we look on the other fide, there are rockes of 
at lead fix or feven miles depth ; whofe fight doth make the {touted and hardelt heart 
(though like themfelves) to quake and quiver ; fo that here the fea expefts to fwalknv 
there the rocks threaten to tear with a downfall, and in the midll of thofe dangers in 
fome places the paffage is not above an ell broad. We needed better cordials for that 
quarter of a mile then feeding three dayes upon green Lemmons and water, and durft not 
man our felves fo much as to go through it upon our Mules; we lighted, and gave the 
Indians our Mules to lead, and we followed them one by one not daring to walk upright 
for fear of head giddineffe with looking on either fide, but bowing our bodies we crept 
upon our hands and feet as near unto the trackes which beads and Travailers had made 
as we could without hindering our going. And when we had got to the end of that 
paffage, and where the mountain was broader, and the trees promifed relief, we then 
looked back boldly, and accufed of folly both our felves and all other Travailers that 
fought no other way though ten miles about, to avoid that danger both for man and 
bead. From thence joyfully we made had to Don fohn de Toledo , who made us wel¬ 
come and gave us fome warme broath to comfort ourdomachs, which were fo weak 
that no fooner had we eat any thing, but prefently we cad it up again; till after ma¬ 
ny fups of broath and wine we recovered drength towards night, and eat our fuppers; 
there we dayed two dayes; and thus throughly refrefhed we went to Acapala a very 
great Town of Indians in the Province of Chiapa , danding by the fame river that 
.paffeth by Chiapa , which is called Chiapa de Indios, or Chiapa of the Indians, to di- 
dinguifh it from another Chiapa , called Chiapa Reall the Roial Chiapa , or Chiapa de 
EJpanoles , Chiapa of the Spaniards. From Acapala we went fird to Chiapa of the In¬ 
dians , which dandeth almoft as low as Maquilapa is high, fea ted upon a river as broad 
as is the Thames at London , which hath its fnring from the mountains called Cuchuma- 
tlanes, in the rode from Chiapa Roial to Guatemala , andrunnes towards the Province 
of Zoqttes, where it entreth into the river of Tahafeo. But of this Chiapal will fpeak 
a little more in the next Chapter, and now only lay that here we were joyfully enter¬ 
tained by thofe Fryers, who looked upon us as members belonging to the Corporati¬ 
on of that their Province, and affured us that the Provinciall and chief Superiour would 
be very glad of our coming, who wanted Spanijh Fryers to oppofe the Criolians and 
Natives who ftrived to get a head as they had done in Mexico end Guaxaca. Here we 
underftood that the Provinciall was not above one dayes journey from thence. Here 
alfo we met with our friend Peter Borallo, who had come before us alone, and made his 
efcape from Mexico; he comforted us much with the good and kind ufage which he had 
found there; yet he told us how Cqlvo was gone with the reft of his train from Mexi¬ 
co to Acapulco,and from thence was (hipped with them to Philippine; but that at his de¬ 
parture he had writ a letter of bitter complaints unto the Superiour of Chiapa and Guate- 
mala againft him and us four, defiring the Provinciall not to entertain us, but to fend us 
back to Mexico , to be fhippedfrom thence the next year unto Philippine - which let- 
ter was not regarded, but much flighted by the Provinciall. After we had been a week 
feafted in Chiapa , we thought it now fit to prefent our felves to the Provinciall (whofe 
name was Fryer Peter Alvarez) that from him we might receive judgement and know 
whether we fhould flay in that Province, or be forced to return to Spain , for in no other 
part of America we could be entertained. We found the Provinciall in a little Town 
called St. Chrifiopher, between Chiapa of the Indians and the Roiall Chiapa, recreating 
mmfelfin thefhady walkes, which aremanv fweet and nleafanrin rhar fmall Tmun. 
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them. And fecondjy, he told us how he had fruftraced the King of Spains good 

hopes of us whohad allowed us means and maintenance from Spain to Mexico, hoping 
that by us many fouls of Indians, in Philippinas might be laved. Thirdly, he told 
us that he looked upon us as his prifoners, in whofe power it was to imprifon us, and 
to fend us prifoners to Mexico to the Viceroy, to be fhipped from thence to Manila , 
according to Calvo his demand. But for the prefent he would not let us know What 
he meant to dp with us * Only he bad us not to be difeouraged, but to be merry 
and recreate our felves, and that after dinner welhould know mordfrom him, when 
he had received an.anfwertoa Letter which he had writ unto the City of Chidpa con¬ 
cerning the difpofall of our perfons. Thefe reafonings of the grave and old Provinci- 
all did not a little lad our hearts 5 for the lolTe of foules , the King of Spain his in¬ 
tentions and charity charged upon, us,and imprifonment fpoke of by the by, were words 
which feemed of a very high ftrain , and fo could hardly be digefted by us ; this mornings 
breakfaft had quite taken away from us our ftomach to our dinner. And thus we depar¬ 
ted from the prefence of the venerable Fryer Peter Alvarez, and betook our felves to a 
fhady walke under Orange trees belonging to the houfe where this Superiour was. In this 
fliade we conferred with our felves upon the words of Alvarez, and finding them of fo 
high a nature, as involving foules^ a King ayd imprifonment, we thought verily we 
fhould be fent back to Mexico * and from thenjm like fugitive flaves be forced to Philippi¬ 
ne. Here my hopes of ever more feeing EngUtd were loft; Antonio Melendez his heart 
panted, wifhed himfeif again upon the higheif top of Maqttilapa ; another wilhed him- 
felf with old Calvo at Sea failing to Manila, though it were but to help him ferape his 
rufty Gammons of Bacon. 

The motion was made to makeanefcape from Alvarez , as we had done from 
Calvo ; but to this anfwer was made, that whither fo ever we went, not knowing the 
Country, we Ihould be difeovered; and that put cafe the worft, we fhould be fent 
to Mexico , we might better efcape in the way, then there where we were At laft I 
told the reft, that I could conceive no hard nor harlh ufage from that failing and 
loving countenance of the Provinciall-nor after that his low and humble aft of wafhing 
our feet the night before • and that I thought verily he wilhed us well for having 
come fofar to offer our felves for fellow labourers inthatharveft of fouls belonging to 
his charge, and whom we knew wanted fuch as we were newly come from Spain to op- 
pofe the Criolians or Natives fa ft ion in that Province • alleadging furthermore the 
example of our friend and companion, Peter Berallo , whom he had already incorpo¬ 
rated into that Province, and could do no Ipffe with us without partiality and accepta¬ 
tion of perfons. And laftly, my opinion,was, that incafe we ought not to be enter¬ 
tained there, yet the Provincial! would not fend us back to Mexico , there to be difgraced 
and affronted, but would give way,unto us to return to Spain , or whither elfe we 
wouic^with fome relief andmony in our purfes. Whilft we were thus troubled,and 
in this, fad and ferious difeourfe, old Alvarez it feeins had been eying of us from his 
window,. and as fofeph could not Jong fuppreffe. and .keep in the exprelfions of a loving 
and tender heart unto his brethrenjfo this good Superior perceiving that we were trou¬ 
bled with what he had faid unto us* fent his companion unto us to comfort us; which 
we eafily perceived by his difeourfe when he came unto us. For as foon as he came 
he asked us why we were fo fad and melancholy ? he told us, the Provinciall alfo 
had obferved that we were troubled. But, faid he, be of good chear • be con¬ 
i'dent .that theProvinciall wifheth you very well, and needeth fuch as you are,and having 
come into his Dominion to thruft your felves upon his mercy, by harfh and unkind; 
ufageLe will not dp what Martial! Law forbids a hard hearted Souldier to do unto 
his enemy upon fuch termes. Many fuch comfortable words did he fpeak unto us* and 
told us further that theProvinciall had been much cenfured by the Criolian party for 
entertaining of Peter Bor alio-, and that now they would ftir worfe feeing four moire 
come to weaken their faftion; and therefore he defiredtobe well advifed concerning 
us, and to carry our bufineffe with fuch diferetion, as might give little offence to thole 
who were apt to judge and cenfuretbe belt of all his. aftions. And finally he did af- 
fure us, that we Ihould never be fent back as prifoners to Mexico by the Provinciall, 
who in cafe he could not entertain us in Chiapa, Or Guatemala, would further us 
with all his favour, and friends, and mony in our purfes to return again to Spain. 
Thefe reafons were heart faintjng Cordials unto us, and ftomach preparatives to a 
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good dinner, to which by the found of a bell we were invited. When we came in 
the loving, fmiling,and fatherly countenance of the good Provincial! did chear us more 
than all the chear that waited for us upon the table in feverall dirties, all which were 
feafoned to our Palates with the fauce of thp comfort, which the Provincials meflenger 
had brought unto us in the ftiady Orange walke in the garden. The great provifion 
of fifti and flefti, with fruits and fweet meats were yet to us a ftrong argument that we 
were very welcome j for what we fed on that day, might well become a Noble mans 
Table; Befides in many paflages of our difcourfe we perceived that good old Alvarez. 
his heart was over-joyed with our coming to him. Dinner being ended the Provin- 
ciall dertred to play a game at Tables with us round about, faying he would not win 
our money, becauie he judged us poor after fo long a journey. But thus he fetled 
the game and fport * that if he did win, we ftiould fay for him five Pater Nofiers, and five 
Ave Maries ; but if we wun, we fhould win our admittance, and Incorporation in¬ 
to that Province. This fport p leafed us well, for our winnings we judged would be 
to us more profitable at that time, then to win pounds, and our lofings we valued 
not; befides we were confident all went well with us , when from the favour of the 
Dice, we might challenge that favour which with many weary journeys we had come to 
feek above four hundred miles. The fport began, and we young blades taking one by 
one our turns, were too hard for the old man, who as we perceived would willingly be 
the lofer, that his very Ioffes might fpeak unto us what through policy and difcretion he 
would not utter with words. Yet we boldly challenged our winnings, which as foon as 
we had ended our game were now furely confirmed unto us by the return of an Indian 
mefTenger, who that morning had been fent to the City of Chiapa for advice and eounfell 
from the Prior and the chief of the Cloifter concerning ©ur difpofall, and now was re¬ 
turned with an anfwer from the Prior, who in his letter exprefled great joy unto the 
Provinciall for our coming, and fo from the reft of the Seniors of the Cloifter, and did 
earneftly beg of the Supenour, that he would fend us to him to be his guefts , for 
that our cafe had been his own feme ten"years before, for he had alfo at Mexico 
forfaken his company to Philippine, and fred to Guatemala, where for his learning 
and good parts he had been as a Arrange* much envied by the Criolian faftion ; 
but now he hoped he fhould have feme to fidd with him againft fuch as fpighted 
and maligned him. Old Alvarez, was much taken-with his letter, and told us he muft 
pay what he had loft, and that the next day-he would fendu9 to Chiapa, thereto abide 
untill he took further care of us, to fend usto other parts of the Country, to learn 
the Indian languages, that we might preach unto them. This difcourfe being’ended we 
betook our felves again to the Garden which fondled more of comfort then before 
dinner, and to our fhady walks which now offered us a fafer protection then they had 
done in the forenoon, countenancingthat protection which we had gained from the 
Provinciall. 

Here we began to praife God, who had looked upon us in our loweftate, not forget- 
ting_the wife and politick Provinciall, who though he had loft his games for our 
comfort, we would not he ftiould lofe our prayers, which there we offered up to 
God for- his health and fafety. And fo till fupper time we continued our difcourfe in 
the Garden fuller of mirth and pleafant jefts, then we had done before dinner, foatch- 
nig now and then at the Oranges and Lemmons which 1 were there both fowre anil 
fweet, eating °f fome, and calling fome one at another, but efpecially at him who had 1 - 
wifhedhimfelf with Calvo drefling his rufty Bacon, whom we ftrived to beat out'of the 
garden by force of Orange and Lemmon bullets; which fport we continued the more* 
willingly, becaufewe perceived the good Provinciall flood behind a Lattice in a Bal¬ 
cony beholding us, and rejoycing to fee our hearts fo light and merry. We had* 
no looner beat Calvo his friend out of the garden, when the bell to fupper founded 1 
a -m t !i eat t0US an< * ca lfed us again to meet our beft friend Alvarez., who had for- 
mined us a Table again like that at noon. After fupper hetoldus that the next mor- 
rong ne would fend us to Chiapa , for that the Prior had writ unto him he would meet 
us in tlieway.with a Breakfaft at a Town called St. Philip-, wherewith we conceited' 
very highly of our f e i ves t0 p ee c f 1 ^ at provincials and Priors were fo forward to foaft 
s. let before we went to bed, the Provinciall would try again a game at Tables with 11 
very oneofus; tofeeif nowhe could beat us that had been too hard for him at noon, 
e matter of our game was now altered, and what we played for wasthis; if the Pro¬ 
vincial! 
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vinciall wun, we were to be his prifoners, (which myftery we ur.deritood not till the 
next day, for the old man was crafty and Politick, and knew he could win of us 
when he lifted, for he was an excellent gamefter at Tables) but if we wun of him, 
he was to give us a box of Chocolatte , which was a drink we liked very well. The 
Game went on, and we every oneot us one by one were lofers, yet underftood not 
how we fhould be his prifoners, but flighted our lofles. Yet tor all this the merry 
Provincial! told us, he was Tory we had loft, and wifhed we might never be prifo- 
nets to a worfe enemie then he; and that we fhould perceive it, he would comfort 
us each one as a prifoner with a box o i Chocolatte, to drink for his fake, and to com¬ 
fort our hearts, when moll we thould find them difcomforted for our lofles. We un¬ 
derftood not his meaning till the next day at noon, but though it was a jeft and a 
word of fport and mirth, like many fuch which in his difcourfe had come from 
him. 

With this we took our leaves, and went to bed with light and merry hearts. In 
the mprning two Mules of the Provinciall and two of his Companion were fadled for 
us and at leaft a dozen Indians on horfe back waited for us to conduct us up a ftecpy 
hill and through woods to the Town of St. Philip. After ourbreakfaft the good Pro¬ 
vinciall imbraced us, and bad us farewell, defiring us to pray for him - and not to be 
difcouraged by any thing that might befall us, alluring us he wifi.ed us very well, and 
would do what lay in his power for our good; yet fo, that he mult ufe policy and 
difcretion to flop the mouths of the Criolians, whom he knew hated both him and us. 
Thus we departed with Waits and Trumpets founding before us, which rebounded an 
Echo all the way up the hill from us to old Alvarez, whom we had left in alowbottome 
compafled about with hils on every fide. We had no fooner afcended up to the top of 
the Mountain, when we difcovered a little Valley, and in it the City of Chiapa of the 
Spaniards ■ with two or three fmall Villages, of which one was St Philip at the bottom 
of the Mountain, which we weire to afcend. The Trumpets which Hill went found¬ 
ing before us were a fufficient and loud Alarme to St; Philips Inhabitants of our com¬ 
ing, and a warning for the fpeedyer haftening of our fecond breakfaft , for the which 
the cold morning aire (which we found fomewhat piercing upon the Mountain) 
had whetted and through prepared our ftomachs. We had not got down the Moun¬ 
tain half a mile, when we met with a matter of twenty gallant Indians on horfe- 
back with their trumpeters founding before them, and behind them came upon a ftately 
Mule the Prior of Chiapa , (whofe name was Father John Baptifi) a merry fat Fryer, 
who calling us his brethren fugitives from Philippinas , told us we were welcome to 
that country,and to him efpecially, and that in the next St. Phi Up he would (hew usbet- 
ter fport then any St. Philip in all the Philippinas Iflands could have fhowed us, if we 
had gone thither. Thus with a pleafant difcourfe, and many merry conceits from 
the good Prior we foon came down the hill, where the whole Village of St .Philip 
waited for us both men and women, fome prefenting unto us nOfegaies, others hurling 
Rofes and [others flowers in our faces, others dancing before us all along the ftreet, 
which was ftrowed with herbs and Orange leaves, and adorned with many Arches 
made with flowers and hung with garlands for us to ride under untill we came to the 
Church, where for half an hour we were welcomed with the belt mufick from the 
City of Chiapa, which the Prior had hired to come with him to entertain us. Our 
Mufick being ended, fat Father John JBaptift flood up and made a fhort fpeech unto 
the Indians , giving them thanks for their kind and pompous entertainment of us 
his fpeciall friends, and that their fouls might gain by it, he granted Unto them 
a plenary indulgence of all their fins paft to be gained by as many of them as fhould 
vifit that Church the next Lords day either before or afternoon. And thus from the 
Altar we went unto our breakfafting Table, which was furnifhed with many Well fea- 
foned difhesof fait and well peppered and fpiced meats, all fit to make us relifh better 
a cup of Spanijh Pier Ximeny which the Prior had provided for us. After our fait meats 
came luch rare and exquifite forts of fweet meats made by John Baptifi his beft devoted 
Nuns of Chiapa , that the like wehadnotfeen from St. John de Vlhtta to that place. 
Thefe were to prepare our ftomachs for a Cup of Chocolatte , with the which we end¬ 
ed our breakfaft .But whilft all this was gallantly performed by the Prior, it was a hard 
Riddle unto us, what he often repeated unto us,faying. Brethren break yourfaft well, 
for your dinner will be the meaneft as ever ye did eat in your lives, and now enjoy 
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this fweet liberty which will not laft long unto you. We obferved the words but knew 
not what to make of them, till we came unto the Cloifter. After our breakfaft’the Indians 
(hewed us a little fportin the market place, running races on horfe-back and plaving at 
Iuego de Camas ; which is to meet on horfe-back, with broad Targets to defend then- 
heads and (houlders,while palling by they hurl Canes, or darts one at another,which thole 
Indians afted with great dexterity. 

Thus the good Prior of Chiapa feafted us, and permitted us to enjoy our liberty as 
long as it feems it had been agreed upon by letters between him and the Provincial! which 
was till it might be dinner time in the Cloifter of Chiapa, where we were to be before 
noon. The time drew near,and we had from St. Philip to the City oi Chiapa iomt two 
Englijh miles to ride; Wherefore the Prior commanded our Mules to be brought - the 
waics and trumpets gave warning to the Town of our departure; and fo with many horfe- 
men, with dances, Mufick and ringing ofBels, we were as (lately and joyfblly condufted 
out of the Town, as we had been induded into it. At the firft half miles end the Prior 
gave thanks unto the Indians, and defired them to return, the Cloifter being near where 
we expeded another kind of entertainment, not ufing in the City and cloiiler that pomp 
and (late, which in the Country might be allowed. The Indians took their leaves of us- 
and on we went with only two as guides before us. Within half a mile of the City the 
Prior and a companion of his Hopped, and took out of his pocket an order from the Pro- 
vinciall, which he read unto us, to this effed. That whereas we had forfaken our law- 
full Superiour Calvo'm the way to Philippine, and without his licence had come unto 
the Province of Chiapa , he could notin confcience but inflid fome punifhment upon 
us before he did enable us to abide there as members under him; therefore he did ftnft- 
ly command the Prior of Chiapa , that as foon as we (hould enter into his Cloifter 
he (hould (hut us up two by two in our chambers , as in prifons, for three dayes not 
fuffenngusto gooutto any place, fave only to the publick place of refedion ('called 
Kefedory; where all the Fryers met together to dine and fup, where at noon time we 
were to prefent our felves before all the Cloifter fitting upon the bare ground and there 
to receive no other dinner, but only bread and water-but at fupper we might have in our 
chambers or prifons, what the Prior would be pleafed to allow us. This was the Pe¬ 
nance enjoyned upon us by the wife and cunning Provincial. This newes at the firft 
was butfowre fawce or a dry Poftpaft after a double fumptuous breakfaft. it was a 
doleful l ditty to us after our Mufick and dances, to hear of a treble faft after our feaft- 
to hear of impnfonment after fo great liberty. We now began to remember the Pro¬ 
vincials winnings at Tables the night before, and the myftery thereof, and began 
to thmke how comfortable his boxes of Chocolatte would be unto us after a meale 
ofbread and water. Now we called to minde the (hort dinner the Prior had told us 
atSt Philip *r we werehketo have that day, and of the liberty he bad us then make 
T ch np °/ r . / hC g °° d Pno / T. feein g us fad u Pon a fuddain, and our countenances 
changed, fmiled upon us, wilhing us not. to think theworfe of him, nor of the Pro- 
vinuall, who did that out of Policy, and to Hop the Criolians mouths,whom he knew 
would murmur if no pumftiment were infliftedupon us. He alTured us, after our im- 
prifonment, of honours and preferments, and that as long as we were with him we 
(hould wantnoincouragement; andthatafter a bread an! water dinner he could fend 
and I ^ u PP er > tha £ (hould ftrongly fupport our empty ftomachs and fur 

and line them well for the next four and twenty hours. With thefe incouragements 
on we went to the Cloifter of Chiapa, where we were welcomed by mod of the Fry- 
crs, but in fome few we noted a frowning and difaffefted countenance. We were no 
f ondu<ae d to our Chambers, when the bell founded to dinner for the reft,and 
t0 !J S Pei ? an < ewith ! bread and water. Down we went to the common 
p , ,. g P lace » and thanks being given, the Fryers fitting round the tables, we four 
the 2SSFJT VrV 0 ™ Criolians were pleafed to term us) betook ourfelvesto 
uponheLrli!- 6 R ^ efto £y> wlie t e without culhions, ftooles, feats or formes, wefac 
ence toflo a enP? U ? d ^ ,e P d tailers > aftin 8 humility now for our difobedi- 
was nrefenred e tie d '*h was prefented round the tables to each of us 

of wfld andd ° a J° frea i fo l nable bi g neffe > and a pot of pure Cryftall water, where- 
before Yer moi heartily t hough with full ftomachs from a double breakfaft 

wac iifiiali om rt V « n c bere tb ‘ s P ub hck Aft of (hame and difgrace (which we knew 
ng ryers for leflfe faults then ours ) we had this comfort, that we had 
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.aPrior and Provinciall tor friends, and that that pumfhment came from a fnendhT 
hand, whofe Chocolatee we had to comfort our rafting bodies } and fecondly we 
knew that we fhould have that night in our prifon chambers a better fupper then any 
of thole before us, who fed upon their three or four difhes. But thirdly it 
was our comfort that at that very time a Criolian Fryer alfo fat upon the ground with 
us (of whofe company we had been informed by fome friends before we went in¬ 
to the refeftory) for fome love-letters which had been intercepted between him 
and a Nun of that City, tending to much uncivility, and breaking their oath ofpro- 
fefTed chaftity. But when I perceived this Frier to Took difcontentedly upon us , I 
chofe my place as near unto him as I could, and hearing him mutter wit! in himfelf a- 
gainft us, calling us difobedient Philfppinian ]onahsf I loftly and friendly lpoke unto 
him with thefe two following Hexameters, whicfi fuddainly came unto my mind about 
his mifdemeanor. 

Si Monidlis Amor te turpi a fcribere fecit, 

Ecce tibi frigid*. prabent medic am ma lympha- 
But my good neighbour fnuffing and puffing at my fuddain mufe, feemed to be more 
- difeontented then beforehand would fain withdraw himfelf by degrees from me,notrifing 
up (for that was.not lawful! to do till dinner had been ended) but wrigling his elbowes 
and fhoulders fcornfully. from me, whom in like manner I followed; cleaving friendly to 
him with this verfe, 

Solamen mifero eft. fociqs .retinere Panettes, 

He thought I followed him to fteal away his loaf from him. This new found word, 

. Panettes, had almoft choaked him, had he not made ufe of the medicinall water which 
ftood before him • of the which he dranke a good draught, whereby I perceived his 
courage againft me and my friends was tamed, and I told hito,I hoped his burning wanton 
love was cooled, 

Thus with my Criolian neighbours company my bread and water went down cheer¬ 
fully; and dinner being ended, ,we. were, again .conducted to our chambers, where 
we dranke a cup of old Alvarez his Chocolatte. The Caftilian Fryers flocked unto our 
prifons, fome to talke with us, fome bringing us confervesand fweet-meats, others 
other dainties, which they had prepared to help our digeftion of bread and cold wa¬ 
ter. My fuddain verfes to my Criolian neighbour were prefently noyfed about the 
Cloifter, and were the chief fubjeft of our talke that afternoon. Our fupper was pro¬ 
vided for us according to,the promife and generous fpirit of the Prior. , who alfo ho¬ 
noured our prifon that night with his own and two other Fryers company, Tupping 
with us all in one chamber together. And thus we patted our. three dayes of imprifon- 
ment merrily and contentedly, wifhing we might never fuffer harder ufage in any prifon 
then we had done in this, which was nottousfuch a punifhment as did bring with it 
the privation of any liberty of enjoying the company of friends , of feafting with 
them, but only the privation of the liberty of our legs to walke about thofe three 
daies; and this rather an eafe then a punifhment, for that we wanted rather reft,then 
much ftirring after fo long and tedious a journey as we had compaffed from Mexico 
thither. We were no fooner fet at liberty, but we prefently found the Provinciall 
and Prior ready to difpole ofusfo, that in lieu of our imprifonment. we might receive 
honour and credit. Two were fentinto the Country to learn fome Indian language, 
that fo they might be beneficed and preach unto the Indians. My felf and another de¬ 
bited to goe farther to Guatemala, that there we might pradife Philofophy and Divi¬ 
nity in the famous Univerfity of that City. Nothing that we defired was denied un¬ 
to us, only the time was thought not fit untill Michaelmas , becaufe then the fchooles 
were renewed, and new Orders fetled. In the mean, time the Provinciall having alfo 
heard of my verfes ex tempore to the Criolian Fryer, and knowing that the Latine tongue 
is better grounded in England then among the Spaniards. ( who. abufe poor Prifcian and 
daily, break h.is pate with foolifh folcecifmes) and cenfidering the want he had of a 
Matter of the Latine tongue to fupply a Lefture of Grammar and Syntax to the 
youthes.of Chiapa in a Schoole in that Cloifter; which brought a fufficient yearly ftipend 
unto the Coyent, defired me to accept of that plate untill.fuch time as he fhould take 
care to fend.'me to Guatemala, promifing me all incouragements in the mean time fit¬ 
ting, and that I fhould when I would go about to fee the Country (which I much deli-, 
fed) and alio that out oFthe fchoole annuity I fhould have my allowance for books,; 
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and other neceflaries. I could not but accept of this good offer; and fo with this imploy- 
mentl remained in that City from Aprill to the end of September, where I was much 
efteemed of by the Bifhop and Go vcrnour, but efpecially by the Prior, who would never 
•ride about the Country for his recreation, but he would take me with him, whereby I 
rhad occafion to note concerning the Province, riches, commodities, and government of 
Chiapa, what in the enfuing Chapter I (hall faithfully commend unto the Prefle. 


Chap. XV. 

Deferring the Country of Chiapa, with the chiefefi Towns and Commodities 
belonging unto it, 

T Hough Chiapa in the opinion of the Spaniards be held to be one of the poo reft 
Countries of America ; becaufeinitas yet there have been no mines difeovered, 
■nor golden fands found in the rivers, nor any haven upon the South fea, whereby com¬ 
modities are brought in and carried out, as to Mexico, Gaaxaca , and Guatemala; yet d 
may fay it exceedethmoft Provinces in the greatnefle and beauty of fair Towns, and 
yeeldeth to noneexcept it be to Guatemala ; nay it furpaffeth all the reft of America in 
that one, and famous and moft populous Town of Chiapa of the Indians. And it ought 
not to be fo much flighted by the Spaniards as it is, if they would look upon it as ftandmg 
betweenMexicozn&Guatemalajwhofe ftrength might benWAmericaes ftrengfh„and whole 
weaknefle may prove dangerous to all that flourifhing Empire, for the eafy entrance 
into it by the river of Tabafco, or for its near joyning and bordering unco fstcatan. 
Befides, the commodities in it are fuch as do uphold a conftant trading and commerce a- 
roongft the inhabitants themfelves, and with other neighbouring Countries, and from no 
one part of America doth Spainget more Cechinil then from one of the Provinces of 
Chiapa; the Townsalfo being great and populous, by their yearly pole tribute do add 
much to the King of Spains revenues. 

This Country is divided into three Provinces, to wit, Chiapa, Zeldaks, and Zocjues • 
whereof Chiapa it felf is the pooreft. This contains the great Town of Chiapa of the Indi¬ 
ans, and all the Towns and farmes North-ward towards Maqai/apa, and Weft-ward the 
Priory of Comitlan, which hath fome ten Towns, and many &rmes of Cattle, Horfes,and 
Mules fubjeft unto it; and neighbouring unto it lyeth the great valley of Capanabaflla, 
which is another Priory reaching towards Soconuzxo. This valley glorieth in the great 
river, which hath its fpring from the mountains called Cuchamatlanes , and runneth to 
Chiapa ofthe Indians, and from thence to Tabafco. It is alfo famous for the abundance of 
fifh which the river yeeldeth, and the great ftore of Cattell which from thence minifter 
food and provifion both to the City of Chiapa, and to all the adjacent Towns. Though 
Chiapa the City, and Comitlan as ftanding upon the hils, be exceeding cold, yet this valley 
lying loiv is extraordinary hot, and from May to Michaelmas is fubjeft to great ftormes 
and tempefts of thunder and lightning. The head Town where the Priory ftands, is called 
Copanabaftla,conf\{king of above eight hundred Indian inhabitants.But greater then this is 
Izquintenango at the end of the valley and at the foot of the mountains of Cuchumatlanes 
Southward. And yet bigger then this is the Town of St. Bartholomew Northward at the 
other end ofthe valley, which in length is about fourty miles, and ten or twelve only in 
breadth. All the reft ofthe Towns lie toward Soconuzco, and are yet hotter and more 
fubjeft to thunder and lightning, as drawing nearer unto the Southfeacoaft.Befides the 
abundance ofCattell, the chief commoditie of this valley confifteth in Cocton-wooll, 
whereot are made fuch ftore of-mantles for the Indians wearing, that the Merchancs far 
and near come for them. They exchange them to Soconazco and Xuchatepeques for Cacao, 
whereby they are well ftored of that drink. So that the inhabitants want neither fifh 
(which they have from the river) nor flefh (for that the valley abounds with 
Cattell) nor clothing (for of that they fpare to others) nor bread, though not of 
wheat, for there growes none ; but Indian Maiz they have plenty of; and befides they 
‘VC exceedingly ftored with fowles and Turkeys, fruits, Hony, Tobacco and Sugar- 
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canes. Neither is mony here nor in Chiapa fo plentifull as in Mexico and Guaxaca; and 
whereas there they reckon by Patacones, or pieces of eight; here they reckon by 
Toftones which are but half Patacones. Though the river be manywayes profitable 
to that valley, yet it is . caufe of many dyfafters to the inhabitants, who lofe many 
times their children, and their Calves and Colts drawing neare to the water-fide,where 
they are devoured by Caymanes, which are many and greedy of fle(h,by reafon of the 
many prizes they have got. The City of Chiapa Real, is one of the rrieaneft Gties in 
all America, confiding of not above four hundred houfholders Spaniards, and about an 
hundred houfes of Indians joyning to the City, and called el barrio de los fndios, who 
have a Chappell by themfelves. In this City there is no Parifh Church, but only the 
Cathcdrall, which is mother to all the inhabitants. Befides, there are two Cloifters, one 
©f Dominicans, and the other of Francifcans, and a poor Cloifter of Nuns, which 
are burdenfome enough to that City. But the Jefuites having got no footing there 
(who commonly live in the rich eft and wealthieft places and Cities.) is a fufficient ar¬ 
gument of either the poverty of that City, or of want of gallant parts, and prodi¬ 
gality in the gentry, from whofe free and generous fpirits they like Horfe-leeches arc 
Sill fucking extraordinary and great almes for the Colledges where they live; but here 
the Merchants are clofe handed, and the Gentlemen hard, and fparing; wanting of wit 
and Courtiers parts and bravery, and fo poor Chiapa is held no fit place for Jefuites. 
The Merchants chief trading there is in Cacao, Cotton-wooll from the adjacent parts 
of the Country, in Pedlers fmall wares, and in fome Sugar from about Chiapa of the 
Indians, in a little Cochinill; for commonly theGovernour (whofe chief gain confi- 
fteth in this ) will not fuffer them to be too free in this commodity, left they hinder 
his greedy traffique. Thefe have their Ihops all together in a little Market-place before 
the Cathedrall Church, built with walkes and Porches under which the poor Indian 
wives meet at five a clock at evening to fell what flap and drugges they can prepare moft 
cheap for the empty Criolian ftomachs. The richer fort of thefe Merchants go and 
fend yet further to Tabafco for wares froiri Spain, fuch as wines, Linnen cloth. Figs, 
Raifins, Olives, andiron, though in thefe commodities they dare not venture too 
much, by reafon the Spaniards in that Country are not very many, and thofe that are 
there, are fuch as are loath, to open their purfes to more then what may fuffice nature.So 
that what are Spanifh commodities are chiefly brought for the Fryers who are the beft 
and jovialleft blades of that Country. The Gentlemen of Chiapa arc a by-word 
all about that Country, fignifying great Dons ( dones, gifts or abilities I Ihould fayj 
great birth, phantaftick pride, joyned with fimplicity, ignorance, mifery and penu¬ 
ry. Thefe Gentlemen will fay they defcend from fome Dukes houfe in Spain, and in- 
mediately from the firft Conquerors; yet in carriage they are but clownes, in wit, a- 
bilities, parts and difcourfe ..as (hallow brained, as a low brook, whofe waters are 
fcarceable to leap over a pibble ftone; any fmall reafon foon tries and tires their weak 
brain, which is eafily at attend whenfenfe is propounded, and Aides on fpeedily when 
non-fcnfe carrieth the ftream. The chief families in this City ., are named, Cortex , 
Solis, Velafco, Toledo, Zema, and Mendoza. One of thefe, who was thought the 
chief in my time, called Don Melchor de Velafco, one day fell into difcourfe with me 
concerning England, and our Englifh nation, and in the beft, moft ferious and judici¬ 
ous part of his Don-like conference, asked me whether the Sun and Moon in Eng¬ 
land were of the fame colour as in Chiapa, and whether Englifh men went barefoot like 
the Indians, and facrificed one another as formerly did the Heathens of that Coun¬ 
trey? and whether all England could afford fuch a dainty as a di(h of Frixoles (which 
isthepooreft Indians daily food there, being black and dry Turkey or French beanes 
boyledwitha little biting Chille or Indian pepper with garlick, till the broath be¬ 
come as black as any Inke) And whether the women in England went as long with 
child; as did the Spanifh women ? And laftly, whether the Spanifh nation were not a 
far gallanter nation then the Englifh ?. When I perceived my Don rail farther and 
farther into his Ample and foolilh queftions, I cut him off (iiddenly, telling him, Sir,I* 
is long fince I came out of England, if you give me leave-to recolleft my memory, I will 
anfwer fome of thefe your hard queftions the next time we meet (thinking hereby to 
tty my Dons wit further,whether he could perceive I jearedb'm.J To which my Ample 
Donreplyed,I pray Sir do, and whenfoever you come, you (hall be welcome to a di(b 
of Frixoles. With this I took my leave of turn, and at our farewell he again dsfcrea 
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me toftudywell h'squeftions, and to return him afpeedy anfwer, whereby I was more 
confirmed in my conceit of my Don, that he was either tonto or bobo , fool or Ample. Yet 
thought I my beft way to anfwer is to anfwer a fool according to his folly, and lo refolved 
within two or three dayes to return unto him fome Ample anfwer according to his Ample 
and foolilh queltions. Therefore fpeedily I Angled out a good occaAon of meeting with 
him at his own houfe, who welcomed me with much Spanijh gravity,and Atting down 
before Donna Angela, his painted wife and Angel; began to anlwer, or more to jeer his 
Donfhip. I began with the Sun and Moon,telling him that they were planets, and had their 
fpeciall influences upon feverall nations, as all planets have upon mans body. And fo 
they did (hew themfelves according to the inclination of the people of feverall King- 
domes. And therefore as the Spaniards were much inclined to Venus and to beauty,and 
not contenting themfelves with the naturall beauty of their fair Ladies, would yet 
have Art add to nature by the skill and ufe of the beft painting colours ; fothefe glo¬ 
rious planets of the Sun and Moon among the Spaniards, and efpecially in Chiapa, 
(hewed themfelves moft comely, bright, glorious and beautifull, working the like in¬ 
clination to beauty upon, and in all Spaniards. My inftance was in the land of the 
Blackmores, where I told them that their bodies were black, and that among them 
the Sun appeared with a dark and lad ufage. Here my Don cried out; An excellent 
example. I gave him yet a fecond inftance from the Eclipfe of the Sun; which being 
cclipfed, made all the Earth , mens faces and bodies feem of a darke, or yellow co¬ 
lour, to (hew the proportion or fympathyof fublunary bodies to that high and over- 
maftering planet. To this that good Don replyed,/m?or nofepnededecirmas, fir, nothing 
can be anfwered or (aid more or better. Vengamos agora a Jngalatierra, Let us draw now 
to England. To which I anfwered him, that in .England the Sun and Moon appeared 
half year of one colour, and half of another ; for the women one half year it appeared as 
in Spain and Chiapa , beautifull and glorious, for that naturally without painting they 
yeelded to none in beauty. But the other half year it appeared as red as bloud, or 
fcarlet;andthereafonmighteafilybeguefTedat, forthac no Nation is more warlike 
and high fpirited then the Englijb, whofe very clothes were fiery, wearing more fcarlet 
then any nation in the World; as he might perceive by their coming fo much with 
their (hips to the Indian Coafts to fight with the Spaniards ; and that as they delighted 
to go in red, and to be like the Sun, fo naturally they were brought to thofe Seas 
to Angle out fuch (hips as from America carried the rich Commodity of where¬ 

of they make more ufe then Spain it felf to die their cloaths and Coats withall. riere 
my Don jogged his head, andreplyed. Sir, I thought no nation had been fo like the 
Sun as the Spaniards; for I have read that when our Anceftors came to conquer thele 
parts, the Indians called them, hijosdelSol, that is, fonsof the Sun, being comely and 
gallant, and more like the Sun then any other people. To this I anfwered him. Sir,no 
doubt but your are like the Sun here, and none more glittering and bright, your very 
hatbands (hir.ing with Pearls and Diamonds like the brightnefle of the Sun; But as I 
(aid before the Blackmores are like their Sun, fo I fay, the Englijb is like their Sun, which 
is red, andfo do and will affed to wear Scarlet, as long as any Cochinill is to be found in 
the India s. 

Now Don Me Ichor began to underftand me, and told me, never man had 
fatisfied him with better reafons then my felf. He thanked me heartily, and 
told me, he thought no Gentleman in Chiapa could tell fo well as himfelf now why 
the Englijb {hips came fo much upon their Coafts; and that my difeourfe had fatisfied 
him to the full. He defired me to go on to his other queftions. To his fecond de¬ 
manding whether the Englijb went barefoot like the Indians, I told him I thought 
that the Count of Gondomar , (who had been many years Ambafla dour from Spain in 
England) had fatisfied all the Spaniards that doubt, who coming from England to Ma- 
drid, and being there asked by fome Courtiers, whether London was as big as Madrid, 
and as well peopled; he made anfwer, that he thought there was fcarcea hundred left 
1 s London. He proved it from the ufe and cuftome of his own Countrymen of Spain ; 
who when they are to make a journey, (hew themfelves two or three daies before in 
colours, walking with boots and fpurs, that their friends may take notice that they 
are departing out of the Town or City. So laid the Count of Gondmar , I think by 
this there are very few People in London; for when I came from thence I left them au 
alraoft in cloaths of colours , booted and fpurred as ready to depart and take fome 
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journey. And truly my Don (quothI) your own Count hath anfwered for me • 
yec I fay, the Englijb are fo far from going bare-foot, that they go booted, and 
are all in a readineffe to move out of England for any noble and generous defigne; but 
above all they are {till. ready for America , where they know is llore and abundance 
of Hides to make them Bootes to cover the barennefle of their leg? , that they may 
not be fufpeded to be like bare-footed Indians. Here Don Me Ichor replyed, I pray 
fir, when they come by .S^a to thefe parts doe they come alfo booted and fpur¬ 
red? For I fhould think, when they fight, their fpurs fhould hinder them. To, 
this his doubt I anfwered firft, as concerning fpurres in the {hips, with the example 
of. one of his own Nation, and of the fieft Divines in Spain , living in my time iq 
Valladolid , called Maejlro Nunno , (Reader of Divinity in the Colledge of St. Gre¬ 
gor ie , but in his carriage and experience in the World a fimple noddy ) who being 
invited by a Noble man to go with him in his Coach out of the City a mile or two 
to a garden of recreation, went haftily about the Colledge to borrow boots and 
fpurs; and when he had put them on, being asked whither he went, and why he put on 
boots and fpurs, anfwered that he. was to go in a Coach out of the City, and that he 
thought the Coach and Mules would want fpurs to go and come the fooner. Even fo my 
D<w(quoth I) the Englifh men come booted and fpurred in their (hips,to. make their {hips 
{ail on the Iwifter. And this is the reafon why the Englijb {hips fail fatter, and when they 
are in fight turn about quicker then a Sfanijb Galeon,becaufe they are fpurred and kicked 
Within. O fir, I humbly thank you (laid SDon Melchor) for that by your difcourfe now I 
know the truth of what indeed I have often heard fay, that the Englijb {hips are 
nimbler, and quicker at Sea then our heavy Galeons. Now as for fighting the Englijb 
mens fpurs (faid I) are no hinderance to.them, but rather a great advantage. For they 
fight with weapons, with their hands and' with their feet, wherein they exceed the 
Spaniards ; for when they have fhot with their pieces, . or cut down with their fwords 
any enemy, or knocked him with their holbards, then with their feet and fpurs, they 
fall upon him, and fo foon rid him out of the waythat he may no more rife up 
againftthem. All you have told me ( faid the wife Velazco) Hands with fo much 
reafon, that my judgment is convinced by you. As for eating and facrificing one 
another like the Indians (I told him ) that the Englijb filled their bellies fo well with 
fat Beef and Mutton, Fowles, Rabbits, Partridges and Pheafants, that they had no 
ftomach at all to mans fle{h. And that truly for frixoles drefled with garlick, that only 
dainty difh was wanting in England; and that for Garlick, three reafons moved the Englijb 
not to be lavifhing of that little they had; firft, for fear they {hould want it for their 
horfes drenches; fecondly, for that they felt not themfelves fo much troubled with the 
wind, nor puffed up with windy and vain conceits as other nations did; but thirdly and 
chiefly they refrained from it among themfelves, that they might not fmell of it, and that 
by the fent and fmell of it afar off at Sea they might when they come to the Coaft of 
America, fmell out a Spanijb fhip, and know it from a Hollander. Here my Don Melchor 
fell into admiration, a {Turing me, he had never heard more folid reafons from any man. 
Alas poor Criolian of Chiapa ( thought I) if I had fpoken fenfe, thy {hallow brain 
had not been able to have leaped over it, but after non-fenfe thou art eafily carried a- 
way. As for his laftqueftion, I told him that was above my reach, for that poor Fryers 
ought not to meddle with women, neither had my mother ever told me how long 
{he went with me But however if Donna Angela would tell me how long {he 
went with her children, I would by the conftellations of the Heavens fearch out againft 
our next meeting, how long the Englijb women went with their children. To this my 
Don Melchor, anfwered thathe would not trouble me to ftudy what he thought was not 
belonging to my profeflion; but he knew that if I would ftudy that or any other hard 
and difficult point, I could give him more and better fatisfadion then any fcholar in 
that City: . 

And thus (Reader) by this Don Me Ichors wit and ability would I have thee judge of 
the Gentlemen Criolians or natives of Chiapa; and yet as prefumptuous they are and 
arrogant, as if the nobleft bloud in the Court of Madrid ran through their veines. It 
is a common thing amongft them to make a dinner only with a difh of Frixoles in black 
broath boiled with pepper and garlick, faying it is the molt nourilhing meat in all 
the India's ; and after this fo {lately a dinner they willbefuretocomeouttotheftreet- 
dore of their houies to fee and to be feen, and there for half an hour will they ftand 
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fhaking off the crums of bread from their cloaths, bands (but efpeciaUy from their 
ruffes when they ufed them) and from their muftachoes. And with their tooth-pic¬ 
kers they will Hand picking their teeth, asiffome fmall Partridge bone ftuck in them- 
nay if a friend pafTe by at that time, they will be fure to find out fame crum or other 
in their muftacho (as ifonpurpofe the crums of the table had been fhaken upon their 
beards, that the Ioffe of them might be a gaining of credit for great houfe-keeping > 
and they will be fure to vent out feme non-truth , as to fay, A Senor que linda perdiz, 
he comido oy , O Sir, what a dainty Partridge have I eat today! whereas they picke 
out nothing from their teeth but a black husk of a dry frixole or Turkey bean. Though 
great in bloud and in birth they fay they are, yet in their imployments they are but 
rich Grafters, for moft of their wealth confillech in farmes of Cattell and Mules. 
Some indeed have Towns of Indians fubjeft unto them, whereof they are called En- 
comendero’s, and receive yearly from every Indian a certain Pole tribute of fowles 
and money. They have moft cowardly fpirits for War, and though they will fay, 
they would fain fee Spain, yet they dare not venture their lives at Sea) they jtidoe 
lleeping in a whole skin the beft maximefor their Criolian fpirits. One hundred fiofl. 
ting Souldiers would eafily lay low thofe Chiapa Dons, and gain the whole City, which 
lieth fo open to the fields, that the Mules and Affes come in and grafe, the ftreets being 
very commodious to entertain Affes from within, and from without. Yet in this City li- 
veth commonly a Governour, or Alcalde Major, and a Bifhop. The Governours place is 
of no fmall efteem and intereft, for that his power reaeheth far, and he tradethmuch 
in Cacao and Cochinil, and domineers over both Spaniards and Indians at his will and 
pleafure. But ill gotten goods never thrive, as was feen in Don Gabriel At Orellana 
(Governour of this City and Countrey in my time) who having fent the worth of 
eight thouiknd crownes in Cochinil, Cacao, Sugar, and Hides by the river of Taka- 
fco towards the Havana loft it all into the hands of the HWanders, who doubt leffe knew 
how to make better ufe of it, then would have done that tyrannizing Governour. The 
Bifhops place of that City is worth at leaft eight thoufand duckats a year, which truly he 
had need of that comes fo far from Spain to live in fuch a Oity where are’fuch able Dons, 
as Dc»J/f/cA»r^re/4yco, and where AfTes are fo freely fed and bred. Moft of this Bil 
ftiops revenues confifteth in great offerings which he yearly receiveth from the great In¬ 
dian Towns, going out to them once a year to confirme their children, wbofe confir¬ 
mation is fuch a means to confirme and ftrengthen the Bifhops revenues that none 
muft be confirmed by him who offer not a fair white Wax-candle, with a rihban and 
at leaft four Rials. I have feen the richer fort offer him a Candle of at leaft fix pound 
weight with two yards of twelve penny broad ribban, and the Candle ftuck from 
the top to the bottome with fingle Rials round about. Nay the poor Indians make it 
the chief mafter piece of their vanity to offer proudly in fuch occafions. Don Benar- 
dino de Salazar was the Bifhop of this City in my time, whodefiredmy company to 
ride with him his circuit but one moneth, about the Towns near to Chiapa and in this 
time I was appointed by him to hold the bafin wherein the Spaniards and Indians 
(whileft he confirmed their children ) did caft their offerings, which my felfe and a- 
iiother Chaplain did alwayes tell and caft up by good account before we carried the 
mony up into his chamber, and I found that at our return at the moneths end he had 
received one thoufand and fix hundred duckats of only offerings, befides the fees 
due to him for vifiting the feverall companies, or fodalities and confraternities belon¬ 
gs to the Saints or foules in their Purgatory (which are extraordinary rich there) 
wheieofhe and all other Bifhops in their diftriift take account yearly. This Bifhop was 
(asall the reft are there) fomewhat covetous; but otherwife a man of a temperate 
life and converfation, very zealous to reforme whatfoever abufes committed in the 
Church, which coft him his life before I departed from Chiapa to Guatemala. The wo- 
that City it feems pretend much weakneffe and fquemifhnelfe of ftomach, 
which they fay is fo great, that they are not able to continue in the Church while a 
Malle is briefly hudled overmuch leffe while a folemn high MafTe (as they call it) is fung, 
and a Sermon preached, unlefTe they drink a cup of hot Chocolatte, and eat a bit of 
lweet-meats to ftrengthen their ftomachs. For this purpofe it was much ufed by them 
to make thenr maids bring to them to Church in the middle of Maffe or Sermon a cup 
chocolatte, which could not be done to all or moft of them without a great 
confufion and interrupting both MafTe and Sermon. The Bifhop perceiving this abufe 

and 








A 3\(en? Survey of the Weft-Indies. 103 


and having given faire warning for the omitting of it, but all without amendment, 
thought fit to fix in writing upon the Churches dores an excommunication againftall 
fuch as fhould prefume at the time of fervice to eat or drink within the Church. This 
excommunication was taken by all, but efpecially by the Gentlewomen much to heart, 
who protefted if they might not eat or drink in the Church, they could not continue 
in it to hear what otherwil'e they were bound unto. The chief of them knowing 
what great friendship there was between the Bifhop and: the Prior, and my felf, came 
to the Prior and me defiring us to ufe all means we could with the Bifhop for 
the revoking that his excommunication fo heavily laid upon them,and threatning their 
foules with damning judgement for the violation of it. The good Prior and my felfe 
laboured all we could, alleadging the cuftome of the Country, the weakneffe of the 
fex whom it molt concerned, and aha the weakneffe of their ftomachs, the contempt 
that might from them enfue unto his perfon, and many inconveniences which might 
follow to the breeding of an uproar in the Church and in the City,whereof we had fome 
probable conjecture from what already we had heard from fome. But none of thefe 
reafons would move the Bifhop; to which he anfwered that he preferred the honour of 
God, and of his houfe before his own life. The women feeing him fo hard to be in- 
treated, began to ftomach him the more and to Height him with fcornfull and re¬ 
proachful words ; others lleighted his excommunication, drinking in iniquity in 
the Church, as the fifh doth water, which caufed one day fuch an uproarein the Ca- 
thedrall, that many fwords were drawn againft the Priefls and Prebends, who at¬ 
tempted to take away from the maids the cups of Chocoiatte, which they brought 
unto their miftreffes, who at laft feeing that neither fair nor foul means would pre¬ 
vail with the Bifhop, refolved to. forfake the Cathedrall, where the Bifhops own and 
his Prebends eyes mull needs be watching over them; and fo from that time moft of 
the City betook themfelves to the Cloifter Churches, where by the Nnns and Fryers 
they were not troubled nor refilled, though fairly coun&Ued to obey the command 
of the Bifhop; whofename now they could not brook, and to whofe Prebends they 
denied now all fuch relief and ftipend for Maffes which formerly they had ufed to be¬ 
llow upon them, conferring them all upon the Fryers, who grew rich by the poor 1m- 
poverifhed Cathedrall. This Jailed not long, but the Bifhop began to ftomach the 
Fryers, and to let up another excommunication, binding alt the City to refort unto 
their own Cathedrall Church; which the women would not obey, but kept their 
houfesfor a whole moneth; in which time the Bifhop fell dangeroufly fick,anddefired 
to retire himfelf to the Cloifter of Dominicans, for the great confidence he had in 
the Prior that he would take care of him in his fickneffe. Phyfitians were fent for fat? 
and near who all with a joync opinion agreed that the Bifhop was poifoned; and he 
himfelf doubted not of it at his death, praying unto God to forgive thofe that had been 
the caufeofit, and to accept of chat facrifice of his life, which he was willing to of. 
fer for the zeal of Gods houfe and honour. He lay not above a week tn the Cloifter, 
and as foon as he was dead, all his body, his head and face did fo fwell, that the leaft 
touch upon any part of him caufed the skin to break and caft out white matter, which 
had corrupted and overflown all his body. A Gentlewoman with whom I was well 
acquainted in that City, who was noted to be fomewhat too familiar with one of 
the Bifhops Pages, was commonly cenfured to have prefcribed fuch a cup of Chocoiatte 
to be miniftred by the Page, which poifoned him who fo rigoroufly had forbidden 
Chocoiatte to be drunk in the Church. My felf heard this Gentlewoman fay of the. de- 
ceafed Bifhop,that fhe thought few grieved for his death,and that the women had no rea- 
fon to grieve fodhim, and that fhe judged, lie being fuch an enemy to Chocoiatte in ttve 
Church, that which he had drunk at home in his houfe had not agreed with his body. 
And it became afterwards a Proverbe in that Country, Beware of the Chocoiatte or 
Chiapa; which made me fo cautious, that I would not drink afterwards of it in. any 
houfe, where I had not very great fatisfa&ion of the whole Family. The women or 
this City are fomewhat light in their carriage, and have learned from the Devill many, 
enticing lefTons and baits to draw poor fouls to finneand damnation; and if they can¬ 
not have their wils they will furely work revenge either by Chocoiatte orjConferves, or 
fome fair prefent, which {hall furely carry death along with it. The Gentlewoman 
that was fufpeded (nay was queftioned for the death of the Bifhop) had often ufed to 
fend me boxes of Chocoiatte or Conferves; which! willingly received from her, judg- 
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ing it to be a kind of gratuity for the pains X took in teaching her fon Latine. Stawas 
of a very merry and pleafant difpofition, which I thought might confift without fin- 
unt ill one day (he fent unto me a very fair plantin wrapped up in a handkerchief, buri¬ 
ed in fweet Jazmines and rofes; when I untied the handkerchief, I thought amona the 
flowers I (hould findfome rich token, orfome pieces of eight,but finding nothing but 
a plantin, I wondred; and looking further upon it, I found worked upon it with a 
knife the faftiion of a heart with two of blind Cupids arrows flicking in it, difcovering 
unto my heart the poifoned heart and thoughts of the prifoner that fent it I thought 
it a good warning to be wary and cautious of receiving more prefents or Chocolatte 
from fuch hands, and fo returned unto her again her plantin with this (hort rime cut 
out with a knife upon the skin fruta tamfria, amor no cria, as much as to fay, fruit 
fo cold , takes no hold. This anfwer and refolution of mine was foon fpread over 

that little City, which made my Gentlewoman outragiouSj which prefently (he (hewed 

by taking away her fon from Schoole, and in many meetings theatned to play me 
a Chiapaneca trick. But I remembred the Bifhops Chocolatte and fo was wary,and flaid 
not long after in that poifoning and wicked City, which truly deferves no better rela¬ 
tion then what I have given of the fimple Dons, and the Chocolatte-confedioning 
Donna’s. 

There is yet twelve leagues from this City of Chiapa, another Chiapa which deferveth 
better commendations. This confifteth moft of Indians, and is held to be one of the 
biggell Indian Towns in all America, containing at leaft four thoufand families. This 
Town hath many priviledges from the King of Spain, and is governed chiefly by Indians 
(yet with fubordination unto the Spanifh government of the City of Chiapa ) who da 
choofe an Indian Governour with other inferiour officers to rule with him. This Gover- 
nour may wear a rapier and dagger, and enjoyeth many other liberties which to the reft 
of thz Indians are denied. No Town hath fo many Dons in. it of Indian bloud as this. 
Don Philip de Gunman was Governour of it in, my time, a very rich Indian, who kept up 
commonly in his (table a dozen of as good Horfes for publick (hewes, and oftentation as 
the belt Spaniard in the Countrey. His courage was not inferiour to any Spaniard , and 
tor defence of fome priviledges of his Town fued in the Chancery of Guatemala the 
proud and high minded Governour of the City of Chiapa y fpending therein great fums 
of money till he had overcome him,whereupon he caufed a feaft to be made in the Town 
adred ^ f ° ^ ^ “ the C ° Urt oiMadrid 1C might havc been 

This Town lyeth upon a great river, whereunto belong many boats and Canoas, 
wherein tho fe Indians have been taught to aft fea-fights, with great dexterity, and 
to reprefent the Nymphes of Par naff us, Neptune, zAiolus, and the reft of the heatheni(h 
Oods and Goddelfes, fo that they are a wonder of their whole nation. They will armer 
with their boats a fiege againft the Town, fighting againft it with fuch courage till they 
make it yeeld, as if they had been trained up all their life to fea-fights. So likewife 
within the Town they are as dexterous at baiting of buls, at juego de Cannot , at Horfe- 
races, at arming a Campe, at all manner of Spanifh dances, inftruments, and mu- 
lick,as the beft Spaniards. They will ered Towers andCaftles made of wood and pain¬ 
ted cloth and from them fight either with the boats or one againft another, with fquibs, 
darts, and many ftrange fire-works, fo manfully, that if in earned they could per¬ 
form it as well as they do it in fport andpaftime, the Spaniards and Fryers might foon 
repent to have taught them what they have. As for ailing of playes, this is a cominon ~ 
part of their fqlemne paftimes; and they are fo generous, that they think nothing too 
much to fpend in banquets and fweet-meats upon their Fryers, and neighbouring Towns, 
whenfoever they are minded to (hew themfelves in a publick feaft. The Town is very 
rich,and many Indians in it that trade about the Countrey as the Spaniards do.They have 
learn«i moft trades befitting a Commonwealth, and pradife and teach them within 
their I own. They want not any provifion of fi(h or flelh,having for the one that great 
river joyning unto their Town, and for the other many Hftantia’s (as they call them ) 
or farmes abounding with Cattell. In this Town the Dominican Fryers bear all the 
way, who have a rich and ftately Cloifter with another Church or Chappel fubordi- 
nateuntoit. The heat here is fo great, that both Fryers and. Indians commonly wear a 
. ” 1 ? en , t0 ^V about their necks to wipe up the conftant fweat from their faces, which ma- 

the Friers fit longer at their dinner then els they would do,for that at every bit they 
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eat, and draught they drink, they are tain to make a flop to wipe their dropping 
browes. Yet the evenings are treth and cool, which are much made of there, and fpent 
in the many walkes and gardens which joyne clofe unto the River fide. Two or three 
leagues from the Town, there are two Ingenious or Farmesof Sugar, the one belonging 
to the Cloifter of the Dominicans of the City of Chiapa;the other unto the Cloifter ot this 
Town, which contain near two hundred Blackmores, betides many Indians , who are 
imployed in that conftant work of making Sugar for all the Country. Hereabouts are 
bred great ftore of Mules, and excellent horlesfor any fervice. The Town of Chiapa 
of th e Indians, and all the Towns about it wane nothing but a more temperate climate 
and cooler ai> e, and Wheat, which there cannot be fowne* yet for Spaniards and fuch 
as cannot live without it, it is brought from Chiapa of the Spaniards and from about 
Cemitlan ; yet this is not generally acknowledged a want by reafon of the great plenty 
of AIai<- which all the Towns enjoy, and which is now more ufed both by Spaniards 
and dainty toothed Fryers then bread of Wheat. Yet your poor Spaniards , and fome 
Indians who have got the trick of trading from them do gain not a little in bring¬ 
ing to thefe Towns biskets of wheaten bread, which though it be dry and hard, yet 
becaufe they are Novelties to the Indians; they get by changing them for other com¬ 
modities efpecially of Cotton-wooll, which here is more abounding then in the Valley 
of Copanabaftlan- 

Upon this Country of Chiapa of the Indians bordereth the Province of Zoqttes, which 
is abfolitely the richeft part of Chiapa . This reacheth on the one fide to Tabafcc, 
and by the River named Grijalva fendeth commonly the Commodities which are in it 
with fafety unto St. fohn de Vlhua , or Vera Cruz,. It trafiqueth alfo with the Country 
of fucatan by the Haven called Puerto Real, which lyeth between Grijalva and fuca- 
tan. Yet thefe two, the River of Tabafco, alias Grijalva, and Puerto Real, though they 
be commodious to this Province of Zoques , yet they are caufes of daily feares unto 
the Spaniards , who well know the weakneffe of them , and that if a forain Nation 
ftiould manfully thruft into that Country by any of thefe two wayes, they might fo 
conquer all Chiapa, and from thence paffe eafily unto Guatemala. But the River of Ta- 
bafeo lying low,and being fomewhat hot, and the Towns about it infefted with many 
gnats,and the chiefeft commodity there being but Cacao; have often difeouraged both our 
J Englijh and Hollanders , who have come up fome part of the River, and minding more the 
forefaid reafons, then what was forward to be had, have turned back, loling a rich 
Country and flighting an eternall name, for few and frivolous prefent difficulties. In 
this Province of Zocjues, the Towns are not very big, yet they be very rich; the chief 
Commodities are Silk and Cochinill ; whereof the latter is held the beft of America , and 
the ftore of it fo great that no one Province alone exceeds it. Few Indians there are who 
have not their Orchards planted with the trees whereon the worms bread which yeeld 
imtp us that rich Commodity; not that the Indians themfelves efteem otherwife of it, 
then as they fee the Spaniards greedy after it, offering them mony for it,and forcing them 
to the prefervation of it in thofe parts, which have proved moft fucceffefull for this kind. 
'There is agreat ftoreof fllkein this Country, in fo much that the Indians make it their 
great Commodity to imploy their wives in working Towels with all colours of filk, 
which the Spaniards buy, and fend into Spain. It is rare to fee what works thofe 
i Jndian women will make infilk, fuch as might fervefor Patterns and famplers to ma- 
Vny School-miftreffesin England. The people of this Country are witty and ingeni¬ 
ous, and fair of complexion; the Country towards Tabafco is hot, but within in 
fome places wery cold. There is alfo plenty of MaU, but no wheat; neither is there 
fuch plenty of Cattell as about Chiapa, but Fowles and Tnrkies as many as in other 
parts. The Province called Zeldales lyeth behind this of the Zoejues, from the North 
Sea within the continent, running up towards Chiapa , and reacheth in fome parts near to 
the borders of Comitlan north-weftward. South-eaftward it joyns to fuch Indians which 
as yet have not been conquered by the Spaniards, who make many invafions upon the 
Chriftian Indians, and burn their Towns, and carry away their Cattell. The chief and 
head Town in this Province is called Ococingo, which is a Frontier againft thofe Heathens. 

This Province is efteemedricb for the Spaniards,vjho make much of Cacao, which ferveth 
to make their drink of Chocholatte,And here is great ftore of it.There is alfo another Com- 
modity, great among the Spaniards, called Achiotte, wherewith they make their Chocc- 
latte look of the colour of a brick. Here is alfo plenty of Hogs and Bacon, Fowles, 
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Turkies, Qnailes, Cattell,Sheep ,Maiz, Hony, and not far from Ococingo, in my time was 
fetting upon an Ingenio, or Farm of Sugar,which was thought would prove as well as thole 
about Chiapa of the Indians. The Country in molt parts is high and hilly ; but Ococinra 
ftands in a pleafant V alley, in joying many Brooks and llreams of frelh water, and there¬ 
fore hath been thought a fit place for Sugar. Here alfo in this valley the Fryers have at¬ 
tempted to fow Wheat, which hath proved very good. Thus Reader,I have Ihewed you 
the Country of Chiapa, which as it is compared about on the one fide by Soconuzco and 
from thence almoft to Guatemala , by the Province of Suchutepee/ues , on the other fide by 
Takafeo,and on the other fide by Zeldales with excefiive plenty of Cacao and Achiotte w^-- 
are the chief drugs for the making of Chocolatte; I will yet before I depart from Chiapa to 
Guatemala, fay fomewhat of that drink fo much ufed by the Spaniards, and in my judge- 
ment not to be fleighted, but rather to be publifhed and made known to all Nations 
whofe ufe might remedy the great abufe of wines and ftrong drinks which too much are 
efteemed amongft us here in Europe. 


Chap. XVl. 

Concerning two daily and common Drinkes, or Potions much ufed in the India's 
called Chocolatte , and At oilc . 

C Hocolatte being this day ufed not only over all the mjt-hdia’s, but alfo in 
Spain , Italy , and Flanders , with approbation of many learned Doftors in 
Phyfick, among whom Antonio Colmenero of Ledefma ; ( who lived once in the /»- 
Mas) hathcompofed a learned and curious Treatife concerning the nature and quality 
of this drink • I thought fit to inlert here alfo fomewhat of it concerning my own expe¬ 
rience for the fpace of twelve years. This name Chocolatte is an Indian name, and is 
compounded from Atte, as fome fay, or as others, Atle, which in the Mexican language 

fignifieth water, and from the found which the water (wherein is put theChocolat* 
te) makes, as Choco, Choco, Choco, when it is ttirred in a cup by an inftrument called a 
Molinet, or Molinillo, untill it bubble and rife unto a froath. And as there it is a nam.e 
compounded, fo in Englifh we may well call it a compounded or a confeftioned drink 
wherein are found many and feverall Ingredients , according to the different difpofition 
of the Body of them that ufe it. But the chieflngredient (without which it cannot be 
made) is called Cacao, a kind of Nut orkernell bigger then a great Almond which 
growes upon a tree called the tree of Cacao, and ripens in a great huske, wherein 
fometimes arc found more, fometimes leffe Cacao’s, fometimes twenty, fometimes thir¬ 
ty} nay forty and above. This Cacao, though as every fimple it contains the quali¬ 
ty of the four Elements, yet in the common opinion of moft Phyfitians, it is held to 
be cold and dry, a pradominio; It is alfo in the fubftance that rules thefe two quali¬ 
fies,reftringent and obftruftive,of the nature of the Element of the earth. And as it is thus 
a mixed, and not a fimple Element, it hath parts correfpondenttothereftofthe Ele¬ 
ments; and particularly it partakes of thofe which correfpond with the Element of 
Aire, that is heat and moifture, which are governed by undtious parts; there being 
drawn out of the Cacao much Butter, which in the India’s I have feen drawn out of it 
by theCriolian women for to oint their faces. And let not this feem impofiible to 
believe, that this grain or Nut of Cacao fhould be faid to be firft cold and dry, 
and then hot and moift; for though experience be a thoufand witneffes yet inftan- 
ces will further clear this truth; and firft in the Rubarbe; Which hath in it hot and 
foluble parts, and parts which are binding, cold and dry, which have a virtue to 
ftrengthen, bind and flop the loofenefle of the belly. Secondly, we fee this clearly 
in the fteel, which having fo much of the nature of the earth, as being heavy, thick, cold, 
and dry,fhould be thought unproper for the curing of Oppilations, but rather to be 
apt to increafe them ; and yet it is given fora proper remedy againftthem. The au¬ 
thority of Galen may further clear this in the third book of the Qualities of fim- 
ples, where he teacheth that almoft all thofe medicines, which to our fenfe feem 
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tobeftmple, are notwithftanding naturally compounded,containing in themfelves con¬ 
trary qualities,that is to fay, a quality to expel 1, and to retain, to lntraffatc and to ex¬ 
tenuate to rarifie and to condenfe. And in the fifteenth Chapter following in the fame 
book, he.puts an example of the broth ofa Cock, which moves the belly, and the flelh 
hath the virtue to binde. Yet further that this differing virtue and quality is found in 
divers fubftances, or parts of fimple medicaments, he Ihewts in the iirlf book of his fimple 
medicines in the feventeenth Chapter, bringing the example of milke, in which three 
fubftances are found and feparated, that is to fay, the fubltence of cheele. Which hath the 
virtue to flop the flux of the belly; and the fubitance ofwhay, which is purging, and 
butter ,as it is expreffed Chap. 15 .Alfo we finde in wine which is in the Muft,three fubftatx- 
ces,that is to fay,earth, which is the chief; and a thinner liibftance, whitb is the flower, 
and may be called the fcum, or froath; and a third 'fuhftance which we properly call 
wine; and every one of thele fubftances contains in lt'felf divers qualities and virtues, ih 
the colour, in the fmell, and in other accidents. 

And this is very eomformable to reafon, if weconfider that every aliment, be it never 
fo fimple, begets and produceth in the liver four humours, not only differing in tem¬ 
per, but alfo m fubttanee; and begets more or lefTe of thac humour, according as the 
aliment hath more or fewer parts correfponding to the fubftance of that humour, 
which is moft ingendred. From which examples we may gather that when the Cacao is 
grinded and ftirred,the divers parts whichbattfre hath given it, do artificially and inti¬ 
mately mixe themfelves onewith another ;.and fo the undtuous, warme, and moift parts, 
mingled with the earthy repreffeth, and leaveth them not fo binding,as they were before; 
but rather with a mediocrity, more inclining to the warme, and moilf temper of the aire, 
then to the cold and dry of the earth; aS it doth appear, when it is made fit to drink, thac 
fcarce two turns are given with the Molinet, when there arifeth a fatty fcum, by which is 
feen, how much it partaketh of the oyly part. So that from all that hath been faid, the 
error ofthofe is well difcovered, who (peaking of this dririk of Chocolatte, fay, that it 
caufeth oppilations, becaufe Cacao is aftringent; as if that aftridion were not correded 
and modified by the intimate mixing of one part with another., by means of the grinding, 
as is faid before. Befides it having fo many ingredients,which are naturally hot,it muft of 
neceffity have this effed, that is to fay,to open,attenuate, and not to binde. And leav ing 
afide more reafons, this truth is evidently feen in the Cacao it felf - which if it be not 
ftirred, grinded and compounded to make the Chocolatte ; but be eaten as it is in the 
fruit (as many Criolian and Indian women eat it) it doth notably obftrud and caufe 
ftoppings, and make them look of a broken, pale and earthy colour, as do thofe that eat 
earthen ware, as pots,Or pieces of lime-wals (which is muchufed amongft the Spafiijb 
womenthmkmgthat paleandearthy colour,though with obftrudions and ftoppings, 
well becomes them) and for this certainly in the Cacao thus eaten there is no other 
reafon, but that the divers fubftances which it contains, are not perfedly mingled by 
the mafticationonly, but require the artificiall mixture, which we have fpoken of 
before. 

The tree which doth bear this fruit, is fo delicate, and the earth where it groweth 
fo extream hot, that to keep the tree from being confumed by the Sun, they firft 
plant other trees, which they call, las Madres del Cacao , mothers of the Cacao; and 
When thefe are grown upto a good height fit to (hade theCacao trees, then they plant 
theCacaotals, or the trees of Cacao > that when they firft {hew themfelves above the 
ground, thofe trees, which are already grown may {helter them, and as mothers nou- 
rifh, deVend, and {hadow them from the Sun j and the fruit doth not grow naked , 
but many of’them (as I have faid before) are in one great huske or cod and therein 
befides every grain is clofed up in a white juicy skin, which the women alfo love to luck 
off from the Cacao, finding it cool, and in the mouth diffolving into water. There 
aretwo fortsof Cacao; the one is common, which is of a darke colour inclining to-* 
wards red, being round and peeked at the ends; the other is broader, and bigger, and 
flatter and not fo round, which they call, Patlaxte, and this is white, and more drying* 
and is fold a great deal cheaper then the former. And this efpecially, more then th$ 
other caufeth watchfulneffe , and drives away fleep, and therefore is not fo ufefoll as 
the ordinary, and is chiefly fpent by the ordinary and meaner fort of people. As for 
the reft of the ingredients which make this Chocolatticall confeftion, there is notable 
variety; for fome put into it black Pepper, which is not well approved of by the Phy- 
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fitians, beeaufe it is fo hot and dry, but only for one who hath- a liver 

commonly inftead of this Pepper, they put into it long red Pepper, called Chile whu h 
though it be hot in the mouth, yetis cool and moifl in the operation. It 
compounded with white Sugar, Cinnamon, Clove, Annifeed, Almonds S 
nuts, Orejuela, Baimlla, Sapoja/l, Orengeflower water, fome Muske and a «’ mnr f 
Achiotte,as will make it look of the colour of a red’brick. But^howmuc^f each 
of thefe may be applyed to fuch a quantity of Cacao, the feverall difpofitions of mens 
bodies muft be their rule. The ordinary receipt of Antonio C^w« th s To e 
very hundred Cacao s two cods of Chile, called long red Pepper, one handfuh of 
Annifeed and j, and two of the flowers called Adechafuchil or Bainilla or u\- 
ftead ofthis Ik rofes of Alexandria, beat to powder, two drams of C nnVraon of 
Almonds and Hafehnuts of each one dozen • of white Sugar half a pound of Achi 
otte, enoughtogiveitthe colour. This Author thought neither Clove nor mS 
nor any fweet water fit, but in the India’s they are much ufed. Others ufe to put m 
Muz, or Panifo , which is very windy, but fuch do it only for their profit by in 
creafingthe quantity of theCocolatte ; becaufeevery fanegaor meafure of Maiz col 
taming about a bufhe and a half, is foldfor eight killings, and they that fell ChocoTat 
te, feUit forfou? lh.ll.ngs a pound, which istheordinary price. The Cinnamon is held 
one of the belt ingredients, and denied by none, for that it ,s hot and dry m the thud 
degree, it provokes urine and helpes the kidneys and reines of thofe who are troubled 

Commoda & urin<e Cinamonum & renibrn fljfcrt. 

- Lumtna clarificat,, dira venena fu^at. 

F^il 0t r -' ath a J 5 { erun §> attenuating quality,as appeareth by the common pradice 
of thePhyfitians of the/»^>, experienced daily in the effefts of it, who do gleitto 
their Patients tocut and attenuate the groflehumors, which do caufe flrortneflh of 
breath and flopping of urine: and fo it is ufed for any kind of oppilations, and >s 
given for the Hoppings which are in the breaft, or in the region of the belly Sy other 
part of the body. This Aclnotte alfo groweth upon a tree in round huskes,which ie full 
£ ne^iffomwhencethe^^is taken, and firfl made into a 5 e and t he« 
being dned up, is fafliioned either into round bals or cakes, or into the forme of little 
o r> As / 0nc , enu PS tlie long -red Pepper there are four forts of it - 

one is colled Chdchotes • the other is very little, which they call Chilterpir, and thefe 

two kinds are very quick and biting. Theother two are called, tmSSks and hefe 
are but moderately hot, forthey are eaten with bread by the Indians as they eat other 
fr ? lts ' 5? 1 S at wh i ch ls ufbaput lnto Chocolatte, iscalld Chilpac^ua which hath 
a broad huske and is not fo biting as the firft,nor fo gentle as the 4 ft. The-Mechafrchil 
Baimlla hath a purgative quality. All thefe ingredients are ufually put int the 
Chocoktte^nd by fome more, according to their fancies. But the meaner fort of peop e 
as Blackmons and Indians, commonly put nothing into it but rW, J 

a few with a little Annifeed. And though tfe Cnr!« iTmingled nithaUt^feinsre^ 
dients which are hot yet there s to be a greater amnrir,, nf n ! r ,,, § ' 
of the ingredients, whii ferve to temper Me colS o? the r“’ l" °‘*¥*' reft 
followeth that this Chocolattieali confettion is not fofold as the C«J. norTofethe 
a ,' ng entS ’., bU J there « ful « from the a«on and reaffion of thefe ingrediems 
moderately. 1 CnlPer * Wh ' Ch may ** S °° d ’ both for ‘he cold and hoc ftomachs.blng taken 

meihlT f Thfr mal ‘'” g or “ im POmJ't]g of this drink, I lhall fet down here the 
”r fas d the T /!i C f’ f 4 ‘bother ingredients mutt be beaten in amorter of (lone, 

made forMatur?M, f r “ P °a n S b ™ ad ?°" C ’ whicil thc y «“ M ««>, “nd is only 

Setlattheima^bilf ‘hemg«dientsarealltobedried, except the Achim'.mll 
not burnt P< T* T . ‘ ce P‘"g them Dill in flirring, that they be 

f°t‘f they be overdried, they will be bitter, and lofe 
Annifeed and then 9 "" amonan / 1 . t J elo "| r ed pepper are to befirft beaten, with the 
dred and in tfci C ^°’ a!‘ ch muft be beaten b V little ™d little, till it be all pow- 
one ofthefe inorid^ turned round, that it may mixe the better.. Every 
where the Carfni *^1/ be b ^ a )f? n and then all be put into the vefTell, 

s, which you muft ftir together with a fpoon, and then take out thac 
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pafte, and put it into the morter, under which there muft be a little fire, after the con- 
fe&ion is made, but if more fire be put under then will only warm it, then the un <ft u - 
ous part will dry away. The Achiotte alfo muft be put in in the beating, that it may the 
better take the colour. All the ingredients muft be fearced, fave only the Cacao and 
if from the Cacao the dry (hell be taken, it will be the better. When it is well beaten 
and incorporated (which will be known by the fhortnefie of it) then with a fpoon (fo 
in the India’s is uled ) is taken up fome of the pafte, which will be almoft liquid, and 
made into tablets, or elfe without a fpoon put into baxes, and when itl is cold it will be 
hard. Thofe that make it into tablets, put a fpoonfull of the pafte upon a piece of 
paper (the Indians put it upon the leaf of a plantin tree) where, being put into thelhade 
(for in the fun it melts and difiolves ) it growes hard; and then bowing die paper or 
leaf, the tablet fals off, by reafon of the fatnefle of the pafte. But if it be put in¬ 
to any thing of earth, or wood, it ftickes.faft, and will not come off, but with fcra- 
ping or breaking. The manner of drinking it , is divers; the one (being the way 
molt uled in Mexico ) is to take it hot with Atolle, diffolving a tablet in hot water and 
then ftirring and beating it in the cup , where it is to be drunk, with a Molinet, ’and 
when it is wellftirredto a fcummeor froath, then to fill the cup with hot Atolle’ and 
fo drink it fup by fup. Another way is, that the Chocolatte, being diffolved’with 
cold water and ftirred with the Molinet, and the fcumme taken off and put into another 
veffell; the remainder befet upon the fire, with as much fugar as will fweetenit, and 
when it is warme, then to powre it upon the fcum which was taken off before, andfo 
to drink it. But the moft ordinary way is, to warme the water very hot, and then 
to powre out half the cup full that you mean to drink; and to put into it a tablet or 
two, or as much as will thicken reafonably the water, and then grinde it well with the 
Molinet, and when it is well ground and rifen to a fcum, to fill the cup with hot wa¬ 
ter, and fo drink it by fups (having fweetnedit with Sugar) and to eat it with a little 
Conferve, or maple bred, fteeped into the Chocolatte. Befides thefe ways there is a- 
nother way (which is much ufed in the Ifland of Santo Domingo ) which is to put she 
Chocolatte into a pipkin, with a little water, and to let it boyle well till io be diflbl- 
ved, and then to put in fufficient water and fugar according t 0 the quantity of rhe 
Chocolatte, and then to boyle it again, untill there comes an oily fcumme upon it, 
and then to drink it. There is another way yet to drink Chocolatte, which is cold, 
which the Indians ufeat feafts, to refrefh themfelves, and it is made after this man¬ 
ner. The Chocolatte (which is made with none or very few ingredients) being diffol- 
vedin cold water with the Molinet, they take off the fcumme or crafty part, which ri- 
feth in great quantity, efpecially when the Cacao is older and more putrefied. I The 
fcumme they layafide in a little difh by it felf, and then put Sugar into that part from 
whence was taken rhe fcumme, and then powre it from on high into the fcumme, and fo 
drink it cold. And this drink is fo cold, that it agreeth not with all mens ftomachs - 
for by experience it hath been found, that it doth hurt, by caufing pains in the ftomach ’ 
efpecially to women. The third way of taking it is the moft ufed, and thus certain^ 
ly it doth no hurt, neither know I why it may not be ufed as well in England as in other 
parts both hot [and cold; for where it is fo much ufed, the moft if not all, as well 
in the India’s, as in Spain, Italy , Elanders (which is a cold Countrey) find that ir a- 
greeth well with them. True it is, it is ufed more in the India’s, then in the Europe¬ 
an parts, becaufe there the ftomachs are more apt to faint then here, and a cup of Cho¬ 
colatte well confeftioned comforts and ftrengthens the ftomach. For my felf I muftis 
fay, I ufed it twelve years conftantly, drinking one cup in the morning, another yet 
before dinner between nine or ten of the clock; another within an hour or two after 
dinner, and another between four and five in the afternoon; and when I was purpo- 
fed to fit up late to ftudy, I would take another cup about feven or eight at night .which 
would keep me waking till about midnight. And if by chance I did negleft any of. 
thefe accuftomed houres, Iprefently found my ftomach fatnty. And with this cuftome 
I lived twelve years in thofe parts healthy-, without any obftrudions, or oppilations, 
not knowing what either ague, or feaver was. Yet will I not dare to regulate by mine 
own the bodies of others, nor take upon me the skill of a Phyiltian, to appoint and 
define at what time and by what perfons this drink may be ufed. Only I fay, I have 
known fome that have been the worfefor it, either for drinking it with too much fugar, 
which hath relaxed their ftomachs, or for drinking it too often. For certainly if it 
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~~be drunk beyond meafure, not only this Chocoiatte but all other drinks, or meats, 
though of themfelves they are good and wholefome, they may be hurtful!. And if 
fome have found it oppiiative, it hath come by the too too much ufe of it ; as when 
one drinks over much wine, in (lead of comforting and warming himfelf, he breeds 
and nourilheth cold difeafes, becaufe nature cannot overcome it, nor turn fo great 
a quantity into good nourifhment. So he that drinks much Chocoiatte, which hath 
fat parts, cannot make diftribution of fo great a quantity to all the parts; and that 
part which remains in the (lender veines of the liver muft needs caufe oppilations and 
obftruCtions. But laftly to conclude with this Indian drink, I will add what I have 
heard Phyfitians of the India’s fay of it, and have feen it by experience in others 
(though never I could find it in my felf) that thofe that ufe this Chocoiatte much , 
grow fat and corpulent by it: which indeed may feem hard to believe; for confide- 
ring that all the ingredients, except the Cacao, do rather extenuate, then make far, 
becaufe they are hot and dry in the third degree. And we have already faid, that the 
qualities which do predominate in Cacao, are cold and dry, which are very unfit to 
adde anyfubliance to the body. Neverthelefle it may be anfwered that the many un- 
ftuous parts, which have been proved to be in the Cacao, are thofe which pinguefie and 
make fat; and the hotter ingredients of this eompofition ferve for a guide, or vehi¬ 
cle to paffe to the liver, and the other parts, until! they come to the fleftiy parts; and 
there finding a like fubftance which is hot and moift, as is the unCtuous part, conver¬ 
ting it felf into the fame fubftance, it doth augment and pinguefie. But how t hen might 
this Cacao with the other Indian ingredients be had in England ? even by trading in 
Spain for it, as we do for other commodities; or not lleighting it fo much as we and 
the Hollanders have often done upon the Indians feas; of whom I have heard the Spa¬ 
niards fay that when we have taken a good prize, a fhip laden with Cacao, in anger and 
wrath we have hurled over board this good commodity, not regarding the worth a nd 
goodnefifeof it, but calling it in bad Spanijh, Cagarutade Camera , or lheeps dung in 
good EngUJb. It is one of the neceffarieft commodities in the India’s , and nothing 
emUcheth Chiapa in particular more then it, whither are brought from Mexico and 
other parts, the rich bags of Patacons only for this Cagarttta de Carnero , which we 
call (beeps dung. The other drink which is much ufed in the India’s is called Atolle; 
of which I will fay but a little, becaufe I know it cannot be ufed here. This was the 
drink of the ancient Indians, and is a thick pap made of the flower of Maiz, ta¬ 
king off the huskes from it, which is windy and melancholy. This is Commonly car- 
riedby the Indian women to the Markets hot in pots, and there is fold in cups. The 
Criolian ftudents, as we go to a Tavern to drink a cup of wine, fothey go in com¬ 
pany to the publick Markets, and as publickly buy and drink by meafure of this Atol- 
le ; which fometimes is feafoned with a little Chile, or long Pepper, and then it plea- 
feth them beft. But the Nuns and Gentlewomen have got a trick of confectioning it with- 
Cinnamon, Sweet-waters, Amber, or Muske, and (tore of Sugar, and thus it is 
held to be a moft ftrong and nourilhing drink, which the Phyfitians do preferibe untn 
a weak body, as we do here our Almond-milke. But of what England never knew 
nor tailed, I will fay no more, but haften my pen to Guatemala, which hath been my 
fecond patria. 


CHAP. 
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Chap. XVII. 

Shewing my journey from the City of Chiapa, unto Guatemala, and the chief 
fUces in the way. 


T H E time now being come that I was to leave the little City of Chiapa, I took fome 
oceafion before-hand to take my leave of my beft friends, whole children I had 
taught, and at my departure I muft confeffe I found them kind and bountiful!, except it 
were Donna Magdalena de Morales , from whom I did not exped, neither did I defire any 
farewell, or Adieu token. But among all, the Governours wife was moft liberall unto me 
fending me many boxes of Aromaticall Chocolatte, and one extraordinary great box with 
four feverall divifions of different Gonferves gilt over, befides many Maple breads, and 
Biskets made with Egs and Sugar, a prefent it was which might have been lent to a greater 
man then to a poor worthlefie Mendicant Fryer, and with this in a handkerchief a dozen 
pieces of eight. Don Melchor del Ealazcoyet exceeded her, in words and complements I 
mean, but in deeds,he and all the crew of the Cr^olians muft think to come fhort of them, 
who are born in Spain. The firft Town I went unto, was Thcopixca , fix leagues from Chi- 
apa , a fair and great Town of Indians, who are held^ to be next unto the Indians of the 
other Chiapa in fitting and riding a horfe. In this Town is nothing fo confiderable as the 
Church,which is great and ftrong, and the mullck belonging unto it fweet and harmoni¬ 
ous. The Victfr or Curate of this place was one Fryer Peter Martir a Criolian, whom I 
knew could not endure the Prior nor me, yet he would diffemble a love complementall 
exceeding well, and in outward fhew^raife it up to gradus utOSlo. He knowing my pre¬ 
valency with the Prior, durft not but give me very good entertainment, which continued 
two dayes, untill I was weary of his complements. 

The third day I took my lea^e of him, who would not yet leave me, but would 
condud me to Comitlan, whither I was invited by the Prior of that Cloifter, named 
Fryer Thbmas Rocdano, a French man, whofceinga ftranger to the Spaniards (for be¬ 
fides him andmy felf there was no other ftranger in that Cqunty ) defired acquain¬ 
tance with me, which he began to' fettle by meeting me at the half way with ma¬ 
ny Indians on horfe back, having provided an harbour where we might more con¬ 
veniently confer and reft while our Chocolatte and*other refreftiments were provided. 
But the CnOlian Peter Martir was not a little envious, (as I was afterwards informed 
in the Cloifter) to fee me fo much made of and'efteemed in the Countrey, yet his 
fair words and complements far exceeded the fiheerity and down-rightneffe of my’ 
french friend. At Comitlan I ftayed a whole week, riding about with the Prior unto 
the Indian Towns , and down the hill to the valley of Copanabaftla , where I injoyed 
muchpaftime and recreation among the Fryers and Indians, and was feafted after the 
manner of that Countrey, which knowethmore of an F.picurian diet then doth Eng¬ 
land. ' or. any part of Europe ; nay I am perfwaded (and I have heard Spaniards con- 
feffe it ) that Spain hath taken from the India's fince the conqueft many lelTons for the 
drefling of feverall difhes and compleating a feaft or banquet. After the week was en¬ 
ded my French friend the Prior conduced me to Iz.quintenango, to fee me well furnifh- 
edup the Mountains of Cuchumatlanes. This Town ( as I have formerly obferved) 
ftanneth almoftatthe end of the Valley of Copanabaftla , and within two leagues of the 
Cuchumatlanes. It is one of the fineft Indian Towns of all the Province of Chiapa, 
and very rich, by reafon of the much Cotton woollinit, andefpecially byreafonof 
its fituation, for {landing in the Roade way to Guatemala , all the Merchants of the 
Countrey that trade with their mules that way, pafie through this Town, and there 
buy and fell, enriching it with mony and far brought Commodities. It is moft pler.- 
tifullyftored with fruits, efpecially with what they call Pina’s or Pine fruit. It ftandeth 
clofe by the great River, which runneth to Chiapa of the Indians, and hath its fpring 
not far off from the Cuchamatlanes , and yet at this Town is very broad and deep.No 
man nor beaft travelling to Guatemala can go into it, or from Guatemala can go out of 
it, but by ferrying over. And the Rode being much ufed and beaten by travellers, 
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andbyfuchas they call Requas of mules (every Requa coufifting of fifty or threefcore 
mules) this Ferry is day and night imployed , and yeelds much treafure to the Town 
at the years end. The Indians of the Town befides the ferry boat, have made many 
other little boats, or Canoa’s to go up and down the River. Hither when the Prior 
of Comitlan had brought me, we were waited for by the Vicar or Fryer of that Town 
with the chief and principall Indians , and moft of the Canoa’s. As w,e ferryed over, 
the little Canoa’s went before us with the Quirifters of the. Church. fiogmg before 
us, and with others founding their Waits and Trumpets. The Fryer that lived in this 
Town was called Fryer Geronymo de Guevara, little in ftature, but great inflate, pride 
and vanity, as he {hewed hlmfelf in what he had provided for us’ both of filh and 
flelh. A brave profeffour or vower of Mendicancy and poverty he was, who in twelve 
years that he had lived in that Town, what by mumming of MaflTesfoy the dead and 
living, what by {hearing and fleecing the poor Indians, what by trading' agd traf- 
fiquing with the Merchants that ufed that Rode, had got fix thoufand Duckats, which 
he had fent to Spain to the Court of Madrid , to trade with them Simoniacally for thy 
Biihopriek of Chiapa , which if he obtained not, ( yet when I came out or that Countrey 
the report went that he had obtained it) he would and was well able with a fecond 
fupply to obtain a better. After two dayes feafting with him,, he and the Piaor of 
C.vmitlan both joyned their power and authority to fee me well manned, with In¬ 
dians, to the firft Towne of the Cucumatlanes. A mule was prepared to carry my 
bedding, (which we commonly carryed'with us in. cheftsof leather called Petaca's) 
another Indian to carry my Petaquilla wherein was my Chocolatte and all imple¬ 
ments to make it; and three more Indians to ride before and behindeto guideipe; b,ut 
to all thefe nothing was to be paid, (left a cuftome of paying Ihould by brought in, 
for fo they dodrined me as a novice in that Countrey ) except it were to give them a 
cup ofChocolatte if I drank in the way, or when I came to my journeys end. Here 
I took my leave of my good trench friend, (who yet continued friendlhip with 
me by frequent letters to Guatemala ) and of my low but high minded Guevara, who 
bad me exped no friendly entertainment, untill Iwere well paffed over the Cuchuma- 
tlanes and arrived at Sacapula, which was four days journey from thence. Yet he told 
me I might demand what fervice I lift from the Indians, and .Call for what I had a mind 
to eat without paying any money, fo that I did write down my expences in the common 
Town Book. ) 

Thus I went away from my friends fo'mewhat heavy, having no other company 
but unknown Indians, leaving a pleafant and delightfome valley behind me and 
feeing nothing before me but higji, $nd fteepy hils and mountaines, and confidering 
that in four or five dayes Ifhould feeno more gallant Dominicans and pf mine own 
profeftion. Now Iwilhed I had the company of my Melpnde^ and other friends, who 
•were a comfort one to another upon the hils and rocks of Maqmlapa. Yet ay laft 
t concluded, up Englijb heart ana courage, cjuondam hac meminijfe juvab\t. Though 
the Mountains feemed high a far off, yet as (travelled on, } found the way lie between 
them veryeafie and paffable, and met now and then Requas of mules, which were 
no little comfort unto me to confider, if they being heavily laden could go through 
thofe Mountains, my mule that had in me but a light burden yvould qajjly over¬ 
come any danger; it comforted mealfoto confider that there were Towns (though 
but little ones) where Imight reft every night. The further I went, the better and 
more open I found the Rode; Only the rain and dirt troubled me, which I could 
not avoid, it being the end of September, or as there they reckon,Che end of winter.The 
firft Town 1 came to amongft thofe Mountains was called St; Martin, a little place of 
fome twenty houfes; I went to the houfe that belonged to the Franeifcan Fryers (who 
feldome in the year came to that poverty of houfe and houfe room ); where I lighted 
and caufed the Indians to be called who were appointed to give attendance to tra¬ 
vellers and paffengers. I found them very tradable and dutiful!, bidding me wel¬ 
come, bringing me hot water for my Chocolatte, which I drunk off heartily, and 
gave unto my Indians of Izquintenango, who refrefhed themfelves and their mules well 
for nothing, this being a cuftome among thofe Towns in the Rode to welcome 
one another whenfoever they come with travellers. I might have had for my {upper 
any thing. (feat place would afford, but I made chpice of a pullet, which I thought 
would be cheapeft for the poor Indians. I was glad I had brought with me a good 
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big Frafco,as they call it, or bottle of wine/or I began already to find the Cttchumat lanes 
cooler then the valley of Copanabafila. My bed was made in a little thatched Cobe and 
Indian boyes appointed to fleep ifl the next room to me- and to be at hand if in the night 
I {hould want arfy thifigi Thus having appointed what attendance I had need of in the 
morning to the next Town^difcharging the Indians that had brought me frOm Izquih- 
ttnango , I went unto my reft, Which I took as quietly as ifl had been in the compa¬ 
ny of my belt friends. The next day being accompanied by two Indians, havirm fent 
my carriage by another, I took my journey to the next Town, which ’is called Cu- 
tbumatlan grande , beeaufeit itandeth on thehigheft part ofchofe Mountains, and in 
the way the Indians {hewed me the head fpring or fountain of the great River of 
Chiapa of the Indians, which is the only remarkable thing in that Rode. Cuchuma- 
tlan grdnde isaTowh a little bigger then' St. Martin , and of Indians very curteous, 
who are ufed and beaten to daily travellers, and lb make very much of them. Here 
I was entertained as the night before; and found the poor Indians willing to 
give me whatfoevef I demanded fof my better andfafer guiding and conducing'the 
next day, aind that night for my flipper what I pleafed to call lor, without any pay, 
but only writing dbwnmy name and expences with the day and month in their com¬ 
mon book of accounts. This are thofe poof wretches brought to by the Fryers and 
commanding Juftiees, though of themfelves they have no more then a Milpa of Maiz 
as they term it, or a little Indian Wheat Plantation, with as much Chile as will fuffice 
them for the year, and what the Merchants and Travellers give them voluntarily, which 
is little enough. From this Town I would not follow the Rode to the next,’ which 
was along journy of feven or eight leagues without baiting by the way; and alfo be¬ 
eaufe I had been enformed at Chiapa and at Copanabafila of a ftrange pidure of our 
Lady, which was amongft thefe Mountains in a little Town of Indians called Chiantla, 
which in this dayes journey being not above a league out of my way, I was refolved to 
fee. The ways were bad, lying out of the Rode, yet by noon I got to Chiantla, which is 
a Town belonging unto Mercenarian Fryers, who doubtlefle would not be able to fub- 
fift in fo poor a place ? had they not invented that loadftone of their pidure of Mary 
and cried it up for miraculous, to draw people far and near, and all travellers from 
the Rode to pfay unto it, arid t o leave their gifts and almes unto them for their pray¬ 
ers and MalTes. Such an income of treafure and riches hath been from deluded and 
ignorant fouls to this beggerly Town, that the Fryers have had wherewith to 
build a Cloifter able to maintain four or five of them. The Church is richly fur- 
nifhed, but efpecially the high Altar where the pidure ftandethina Tabernacle with 
half a dozen curtairis of Silk, Sattin, cloth of gold, with borders of golden iace be¬ 
fore it, wearing a rich Crowilof gold, thickly befet with Diamonds and other pre- 
tious ftones. There hang before it at leaft a dozen rich lampes of filver; and in the veftry 
of the Church ate many gownes,Caridleftickes of filver, Cenfers to burn Frarikincenfe be¬ 
fore it, befides rich Copes, Veftments, Ornaments for the Altar, and hangings for all' the 
Church. 

To conclude, here is a treafure hid in the Mountains; Oh that it could be found 
out to do the Lord fetfvice 1 I was welcomed to this place by thofe Fryers,who were 
ftrangers unto md • my head Was filled that day by them with relations of ftrangeand 
many miracles or lies; which they cold me of that pidure,- but the heavinefle of my 
head did me good in ! fotnethirig, for it made hie rhofe drowfie at night and apter to 
take good reft. The next day I got into the Rode again, and wentto tlieTaft Town' 
of thefe. Cuchmmtttdtids called ChMIari, where I ftayed all that day and night, and fent 
before a letter to the Prior of Sdcapula of my going thither the next day. In Cha'utlan 
I was very kindly ufetf by the Indians , and liked the Town the better for the excel¬ 
lent grapes which there I found , not planted like viheyards, but growing up in har¬ 
bours,which fhew that if that land Were pldnted,it would certainly yeeld as good grapes 
for wine, as anyare in Spain. They ate carried from that place to Guatemala, which 
ftands from it near forty leagues, and are fold about the ftreets for rarities and great 
dainties; arid well may they, for from Mexico to Gnat mala there are none like them.The 
next morning I made haft to be gone, that I might come fooner to Sacapulapff here I 
was to finde thofe of mine own profeffion, with whom I knew I might ftay arid reft a 
whole week if I pleafed. I had not rid above three leagues, when I begah to difeover 
at alow and deep bottome, a pleafant and goodly valley, laced with a River, Whofe. 
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waters receiving the glorious brightnefle of Photbui beames reverberated up to the top 
of the Mountain, a delightfome profped to the beholders; the more I halted to that 
Teeming Paradife, the more did the twinkling and wanton ftreame invite- me down 
the hill} which I hadnofooner defcended, but I found in an habourby the water fide 
the Prior of Sacapula himfelf with a good train of Indian's waiting for me with a 
cup of Chocolatte. At the firft fight I was a little daunted to behold the Prior, who 
looked molt fearfully with a bladder from his throat fwelled almoft round his neck, 
which hung over his fhoulders and breaft, and flayed up his .chin* and lifted up his 
head fo, that he could fcarce look any whither but up to heaven. In our difcourfe 
he told me that difeafe had been upon him at leaft ten years, and that the water of that 
River had caufed it in him, and in many others of that Town. This made me now 
as much out of love with the River, as above the hill I had liked the goodly fight of 
it, and therefore refolved not to flay folong in that place as I had thought, left the 
waters fhould marke me for all my life, as they had done this Prior ; whofe name was 
Fryer fohn dc la Cm a Bifcaine born, and (like fome of that Nation) a little trou¬ 
bled with thefimples, but a good hearted man, humble and well beloved over all the 
Country both by Spaniards and Indians. When I came to the Town I difcovered 
many men and women with bladders in their throats like the poor Prior, which made 
me almoft unwilling to drink there any Chocolatte made with that water, or eat a- 
ny thing drefTed with it • untill the Prior did much encourage me and told me that 
it did not hurt all but only fome, and thofe who did drink it coldj wherewith I re¬ 
folved to flay there four or fjve dayes, becaufe of the old Priors importunity, who 
would fain have had me continue to live with him, promifing to teach me the ln- 
dian language in a very fhort time. But higher matters calling me to Guatemala,! 
excufed myfelf, and continued there five dayes with much recreation.. The Towti 
though it be not in the generall very rich, yet there are fome Indian Merchants who 
trade about the Country and efpecially to Suchutefeques where is the chief ftore of Cacao, 
and thereby fome of this Town of Sacapula , have inriched themfelves; the reft of 
the people trade in pots and pans, which they make of an earth there fit, for that pur- 
pofe. But the principall Merchandize of this place is fait, which they gather in the 
morning from the ground that lyeth near the River. The aire is hoc, by reafon the 
Town ftandethlow, and compafled with high hils on every fide. Befides many good 
fruits which are here, there are Dates as good as thofe that come from Barbary , 
and many trees of them in the Garden belonging to the Cloifter. After I had here 
wearied out the wearinefle, which I brought in my bones from the Cuchumat lanes , 
I departed taking my way to Guatemala , and from Sacapula I went to a Town called 
St. Andres, or St. Andrews, which ftandeth fix orfeven leagues from Sacapula , a great 
Town, but nothing remarkable init, fave only Cotton wooll and Turkies, and about 
it fome rich Hftancia’s orFarmes of Catcell, which are commodioufly feated iiere, it 
being a plain Champaign Country. Yet at further end of this plain there is a Moun¬ 
tain which difcourageth with the fight allfuchas travellto Guatemala ; from St. An¬ 
dres I prepared my felf for the next dayes journey, which was of nine long leagues, 
to a very great Town called by two names, by fome Sacualpa, .by others Sta. Mari a 
Z ojabah , to the which I could not go without, palling over that Mountain. I fent 
word of going to. Zojabah the day before (as isthecuftome there) that mulesandhor- 
fes might meet me upon the Mountain; and the night before I went to a Rancho 
(which is a lodge built for travellers to reft when the journey is long) which flood 
within a league of the Mountain by a River, where with the waters murmur, and 
tefrefhing gales I took good reft. In the morning having refreshed my felf, and my 
Indians with Chocolatte I fet out to incounter with that proud Mountain ; and when 
I came unto it I found it not fo hard to overcome, as I had conceited, the way lying 
with windings and turnings ; But the higher I monnted the more my eyes were trou- 
bled with looking to the River below, whofe rockes were enoughto aftomfh and make 
a flout heart tremble. About the middle of the Mountain the Indians of Zojabah 
met with a mule for me , and another for my carriage in a narrow paftage where the 
way went wheeling. Here I lighted, whilftthe Indians helped One another to unload 
and load the mule that came of refrefh. Out of the narrow way the fide of the Moun¬ 
tain was lteepy andafearfull precipice of two or three miles to the bottome, almoft 
bare of trees, here and there one only growing, My heart was true unto me, wifhing 
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me to walke up a foot untill I came unto fome broader pattage- but~7hT/«7—-- 

£S7h/ ear t r ° ld met J e . re 7? ino da ”^ afTuring me h’t& th^elt?/ &' 
liad brought was fure, and had been well ufed to that mountain. With their perfw/ 
fions I got up but no fooner was I mounted when the Mule began to play her pranks 
and to kick, and to leap out of the way, calling me down and herfelf, both rouling 

^ r0ck 4u and death ’ hadnoc a fl*ub prevented me and a tree 

flopped the Mules blind fury. The Indians cried out, miiagro, milarro miracle mira 

ri!’ Sant r' h ?“?* 3 S j int * L me fo loud as if they wouldliave had their cry 
reach toXme to help forward my Canonization • for many fuch miracles have fome 
been noifedat Rome, and with further contribution ofmony have been enrolled in the 
book and Catalogue of Saints. Whilftthe Indians helped me up and broS tteMule 
the y dld , nothln gbw flatter me with this term Saint ; § which they 
needed not have done , if as they confidered my dangerous fall and flopping at a fhrub 
(whmhwasby chance, and not bv miracle) they had further confidenSmy paffionand 
hafty wrath (not befitting a Saint) wherewith I threatned to baft their ribs for decS 
me with a yong Mule not well accuftomed to the faddie. But all my hafty words and 
anger could not difcredit me with them, nor letton their conceipt of my holinette and 
fanftity who hold the anger and wrath of aPrieft to be the breath ofGods noftrils 
and with this their foolifli conceit of me, they kneeled before me killing my hands’ 
The bufinefle being further examined, they con felled that they had been miftaken in the* 
Mu es , having fadledfor me that which fhould have carried my Petaca’s or leathern'e 
shells, which was a young Mule accuftomed only to carriages, and not to the fad- 
dle, and upon that which Ihould have been fadled they put my carriage Whilft they 
unloaded and loaded agamand fadled the right Mole, I walked up the hill about a mile 
and when they overtook me I got up and rid till I met with my refrelhing harbour™!,! 
Chocolate and many Mum vhat came to. receive me, among whom it was prefent- 
' 5 f",“' fc . d ; Ut * wa ,y Si >'“ and had wrought a miracle in the way; with ties die reft 
©f the Indians kneeled to me and kitted rr.y hands, and in the way that we went to the 
Town, all thartalk y;asofmy fanftity. I was much vexed at their fimEy but 
nnorTme 6 unwiI!ln § co .^cept of that honour, the more they Vetted it 

the foolUb Vh C T e t0 the . Tov/n 1 told che fryer what had happened, and what 
£ whlch he lau S hed , and told me that he would 
y errant me if I flayed long in the Town, all the men and women would come to 

nnohTHiem an f C ° their J lks unt ° me - He kne W well their qualities,or elfe had 
V fu P er j!l: 10n with many others; for no fooner had we dined, but many 
wrnLmVn V i° the , Church to fee the Saint that was come to their Town,and that had 
wrought a miracle in the mountain as he came. With this I began to be more troubled 
then beforeat the folly o fthefimp |e people, and defired the Fryer to check and rebuke 
them, who by no means would, but rather laughed at it, faying, that in policy we ought 
to accept of any honour from the Indians , for as long as we had credit and anopinion of 
S a mts among them fo long we fhould prevail to do any thing with them, yea Ven to 
plnnihr! an K the ‘ r /°. rtunes at , 0 » r pleafure. With this I went down with the 
S y r/ ^f Pc rchr and fatdo ^ n with him in a chair in the Quire, reprefencing the 
effinner a S ^ Chey imagmed me to be,though in reality and truth but a wretch- 

A No foon& had we taken up our places, when the Indians, men, women and chi!-’ 
drencame up by three and four, or whole families to the Quire, firft kneeling down for 
my bleifing, and then killing my hands, they began to 'fpeak' to me in their Indian 
complements to this purpofe, that their Town was happy and doubtleffe bletted from, 
eaven by my coming into it, and that they hoped their foules Ihould be much the bet¬ 
ter if they might partake of my prayers to God for them. And for this purpofe fome 
ottered unto me mony, fome hony, fome eggs, Ibme little mantles, lome Plantins ' 
and other fruits, fome fowles, and fome Turkies. The Fryer that fat by me I per¬ 
ceived was overjoyed with this, for he knew I was to be gone, and would leave unto 
him all thofe offerings. I defired him to make anfwer unto the Indians in my behalfe 
excufing me as not well verfed in their language ('yet the fools if they thought and 
judged me to be a Saint, might haveexpefted from mealfo the gift oftongues) which 
he did telling them that I had been but a while in that Countrey, and though I under- 
itood part of their language, yet could not fpeak nor pronounce it perfeftly, and 
, therefore 
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' therefore from me he did give them hearty thanks for the great lave they had (hewed un¬ 
to an Ambaffadour of God.witneffing it with fo many forts of offerings which affuredly 
fhould remind him and me of our offerings for them, in our prayers and hearty recom¬ 
mendations of them and their children unto God. Thus was that ceremony ended the ln- 
Aiars difmiffed and the Fryer and I went up to a chamber, where he began to tell his egs* 
and fowles and to difpofe of fome of them for our fupper ; he told me he would take 
them buc at my departure would give me fomewhatfor them;, he bad me keep what mony 
thev had given me, and told me I was welcome unto him, and no burdenfome guefie, but 
,, er v profitable,who had brought with me ftore of provifion for my felt and for him many 
daves after. The mony I received came to forty Rials, befides twenty which he gave me 
for the other offerings, which might be worth forty more;. all this I got for having a 
fall from a Mule, and for not breaking my neck. I would faine have departed the next 
morning, but John Vidall (fo was the Fryer named) would not permit me tor that the 
next journey was of at lead io leagues, and therefore he would have me red my felf the 

ne Thfs 3 Townof Zojabah, or Sacualfa is the bigged and faired of all the Towns that 
belong unto the Priory of Sacapnia • the Indians are rich, and make ot their Cotton¬ 
wool many mantles, they have plenty of hony, and great flocks of goats and kids; 
but here nor in all the Towns behind there is no wheat, lave only Indians Man. Ihe 
next day fome fmall offerings fell untome, but nothing like the day before ; and lo I 
told the Fryer, that now the peoples devotion was decaied, I would be gone in tlie 
morning before day. That night the chief Indians of the Towne came to offer their 
fervice and attendance upon me to a Rancho or lodge that ftandethin the middle way*, 
but I would not accept of the great ones, but defired that I.might have three omy oi 
the meaner fort to guide me till I met with company from the Town whither I was 
going and whither I had fent warning of ray coming. The time appointed was* 
three of the dock in the morning;, at which hour after a little fleep I was called,.and> 
having drunk my Chocolatte, and eat a maple bread with a little Conferve, I prepared 
my felf for my journey, and found the Indians ready waiting for me in the yard, with 
pieces of pine-wood,, which burn like torches,and with which they ufe to travel! in the 
ni«ht, and tolhew the way to him whom they guide. A little from the Town we 
had fome craggy wayes, which indeed had needoi lights, but afterwards we came in¬ 
to a plain champaign Countrey, which continued till within a league of the middle 
way lodge; to the which we were to defeend afteep hill. When we came thither (which* 
was about feven in the morning) we found our frefh fupply waiting for us, who had fee 
out from their Town at midnight to meet us (note the Indians fubjeftion to their 
Priefts command) and had made us a fire, and warmed water for our Chocolatte. 
Which whilft I was drinking, the Indians of Zojabah, who had guided me thither, gave 
notice to thofe that came to receive from St. Martin (fo was the Town called whi¬ 
ther I was that day minded) of my miracle and fanftity, wifhir.gthem to reverence 
and refpeft me in the way. But not for this their foolifh report did I make the Indians 
of Zojabah drink every one a cup of Chocolatte, and fo difmiffed them; and* took for¬ 
wards my journey to St. Martin- Moft of the way was hilly and; craggy rill we came 
within two miles of the Town- to the which we arrived by noon. This Town is 
cold, {landing high, yet pleafant for the profpeft almoft to Guatemala; here, and in 
moft of the Towns about it is moft excellent Wheat. The hony of this Town is the 
beftin the Countrey; but above all it furnilheth Guatemala with Quailes, Partridges,, 
and Rabbits. It is the ftrftTown we enter into belonging to the City and command* 
of Guatemala ; which did not a little comfort me, that now I wanted but one good* 
journey to make an end of my long, tedious and weariiome travelling. The Fryer 
of this Town named TbomM de la Ctuz belonged unto the Dominican Qoifter of 
Guatemala ; he was aCriolian, but yet he entertained me very lovingly. Iftayedwith’ 
him but that night. And in the morning (though I might have gone to dinner to Gua¬ 
temala) I would needs go by the way , to one of the biggeft Townes in that Gonntrey , 
called chimaltenango, handing in an open valley three leagues from the City, cbnuftingi 
of athoufand houTe-keepcrs, and rich Indians who trade much about the Countrey. 
In this Town in my time there was one Indian, who alone had beftowed upon the 
Church five thoufand duckates. Ihe Chuch yeelds to none in the City of Guatemala. 
and in raufick it exceeds moft about the Countrey. The chief feaft of ChitnaltenangoiS' 

upon 
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upon the 26. day of July, ( wbicjrihey call Sr. Arnes day) and theirs the ncheft fair 
that ever my eyes beheld in thofe .parts of all Torts of Merchants and Merchandize • 
It is further fee forth with Bul-baicing, Horfe-racing,. Scage-playes, Masks dances" 
Mufick , and alj this gallantly performed by the Indies of the Town. The Fryer of 
this Town was a Dominican, belonging to the Cloiiter of the Dominicans of Guate¬ 
mala, named Alonfo Hidalgo, a four eyed old man, for he alwayes wore fpedacles. 
He was a Spaniard bom, but having been brought up in that Countrey from his 
youth, and having taken his habit and vowes in Guatemala among!* the Criolians 
he degenerated from his birth and Countrey-men, hating 'alhfuch as came from Spain 
He was a deadly enemy to the Provmciall (ayming indeed himfelf to be Provinciali 
with the favour .of the Criolians ) and fo I perceived he would have picked a quar- 
rell with me) whilftj.was with him • he told me I was welcome, though he had 
little reafon to bid any welcome that had come from Spain, who he thought came 
but to fupplant thofe that had been born and brought up there in their own Country 
and that for ought he knew, J learning the language of thofe Indians might one 
day difpoflefle him of that Town, wherein he had continued above ten years- he 
inveyed much again!* the Provinciali and Fryer John Baptift the Prior of Guatemala 
whom he knew to be my friend; But to all this I anfwered not a word refpedino 
his grave and old age, and Cryftall fpe&ades. At laft he told me that he’had heard 
fay , that the Indians of Zujabah had cried me up for a Saint, which he could not be¬ 
lieve of any that came from Spain, much lefleofme that came from England z coun- 
trey of hereticks; but he feared rather that I might come as a fpie, toview the ri¬ 
ches of that their Countrey, and betray them hereafter to England^ that in Guatemala 
there were many rich pieces, efpecially a pidure of our Lady, and a lampe in the Cloi- 
fter of the Dominicans* which he doubted not but I would be carefull to pry into But 
all this I put up with a jeft, faying, I would be fure to take notice firft of the 
riches of his chamber in pictures, hangings, and rich Cabinets, and that if the Englijh 
came thither in my time, I would furely conduft them to it; and if he himfelf 
would but caufe, a fet of teeth of filver to befetinhisgumsandjawesinfteadofthofe 
leaden ones, (for he was foold that he had loft all his teeth, and had got fome of lead 
in their Head) then furely I would alfo conduct the A^A/Z- tohimastoa rich prize for 
his teeth, and that I would warrant him he Ihould be we)l ufed for his outward and 
inward riches; and that this my counfell might be profitable and of confequence to 
him, I told him - for if the Englijh Ihould come, certainly they would try of what 
metall his teeth were made, thinking that they might be of fome rare and exquifite 
fubftance found only in that Countrey, and fo might caufe ,him to drink fuch hot and 
fcalding broath, (to try whether they were lead) as might melt them in his mouth, and 
make the melted leadto run down his throat, which if they were of filver they wpuld 
not do. He perceived I jearedhita, and fo he let me alone; I was glad I had put 
him out of his former byas of railing; fo dinner being ended, I told him I would not 
ftay fupper, but goto Guatemala to a light flipper, in the Cloifterfor that he had 
given me fuch a dinner, as I feared I Ihould not have digefte^l it in few dayes. I de- 
fired him to let me have Indians to guide me to Guatemala,which he willingly performed, 
peradventure fearing that if I flayed fupper with him, I fhould melt the teeth in hrs 
mouth with fome fcalding ; cup of my Choco-ljatte brought-from Chinpa, or that in 
the night I Ihould rifle or plunder his chamber of his rich Idols and Ebony Cabinets, 
The Indians being come,/made haft to be gone from that four'eyed heart, being npw de- 
fa 0118 of a conftant reftin Guatemala. Within a league from this T own of Chimaltcnango, 
the Rode way leaving that open, wide, and fpapious valley, contrads and gathered in 
it felf between hils. and mountains ftaning pn each -fide, and fo continueth to the 
City,, Fromthi-s Valley unto Guatemala , neither is there any afeent or defeent, but a 
{dain, broad and fandy way. The eye hath much to view, though comparted with 
Mountains, in thefe two laft leagues; for yet it may behold a Townof Indians which 
taketh up moft of the way , and is counted as big as Chimaltmango, ifnot bigger, the 
houfes lying fcatpqred wkq a diftance one from auothpr,,mingled with many fair build¬ 
ings of Spaniards , who refort much thither from the City for their recreation. This 
Town is called! Xocotenango, of a fruit named Xocotte, which is molt plentifrll there 
and all about theCquntry: itisfrefh and pooling, of a yellow colour when ripe, and 
of two forts, fome fweet, and others fowre, of the ftpnes whereof the Indians make a 
, fkc; 
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fire; they lie fo thick in the way, dropping from the trees for want of gathering and 
fpending them all, that the Spaniards have begun to praftife the buying of Hogs on pur- 
pofe to let them run about that high way, finding that they fat as fpeedily and as 
well with thofe plummes, as our Hogs do in England with Akorns. All this way are 
alfo many fair gardens, which fupply the Markets of Guatemala with herbs, roots, 
fruits, and flowers all the year. There are further in this Rode three water mils for 
the corn of the City, whereof the chief and the richeft belongs to the Dominican Fryers 
of Guatemala , who keep there a Fryer conftantly with three or four Blackmores to do 
and overfee the work ; What will not thofe Fryers do to fatisfie their covetous 
mindes ? Even dufty Millars they will become to get wealth. The Frontifpice of the 
Church of this Town is judged one of the beft pieces of work thereabouts ; the high 
Altar within is alfo rich and llately, being all daubed with gold. I made no ftay in 
this place, becaufe I knew Ifhouldhave many occafions after my fetling in the City to 
come unto it. And thus keeping between the hils I continued on my journey till I came 
to Guatemala ; whofe Dominions, riches and greatnefle the following Chapter (hall 
largely (hew. 


Chap. XVIII. 

Deferring the Dominions, Government , Riches , and greatnejfe of the C,ity of 
Guatemala, and Country belonging unto it. 

I Had not fid on above a mile from the Church of Xocotenango, when tfie Hils and Moun¬ 
tains feemed to depart one from another, leaving a more lpatious objeft for the eye 
to behold,and a widerValley to wander in.The fame of that City from Mexico and Chiapa 
had raifed up my thoughts to conceit offome ftrong wals. Towers, Forts or Bulwarks to 
keep out an afpiring or attempting enemy; But when I came near and leaft thought of it, 
Ifoundmyfelfin it without entring through wals, or gates, or palling over arty bridge, 
or finding any watch or guard to examine who I was; but palling by a new built Church, 
{landing near a place ofdunghils, where were none but mean houfes, fome thatched, and 
fome tyled, and asking what Town that was, anfwer was made me that it was the City of 
Guatemala, and that that, being called St. Sebaftian, was the only Parilh Church of the 
City. With this my high conceiting thoughts Hooped down to think offome fecond 
Chiapa ; till having continued on a while by houfes on my right hand and dunghils on 
my left, I came to a broader ftreet having houfes on each fide, which feemed to promife 
a City at hand. At my firft turning I difcovereda proud and {lately Cioifter, which was 
the place of reft to my wearied body. I furrounded it to find out the back gate, and 
there lighted, and enquired for the Prior, who bad me very welcome, alluring me that 
for the Provincials fake, I fhould want no incouragement, and that he would do for 
me much more then what the Provincial! hadfignified unto him by Letters. He told 
me he had been brought up in Spain, in the Countrey of Aflurias , where many En~ 
glifh {hips did ufe to come, and having feen there many of my Nation, heaffefted them 
very much, and to me as one of fo good a Nation, and as a ftranger and Pilgrime out of 
my own Country, he would Ihew all the favour that the utmoft of his power could 
afford. How glad was I, to find in him fo contrary an opinion to that of four eyed Hi¬ 
dalgo ? And how did he performe his words ? He was the chief Mafter and Reader of 
Divinity in the Univerfity, his name Mafter facintho de Cabannas , who finding me de- 
firous to follow the Schools, and efpecially to hear from him fome lclTons of Theologie, 
within the firft quarter of year,that I had been his conftant and attentive Auditor, graced 
me with a publick aft of conclufions of Divinity, which I was to defend under his 
direftion and moderation in the face of the whole Univerfity and AlTembly of Doftors 
and Divines, againft theTenentsof JWwand Suarez.. But the principall and head 
conclufion was concerning the birth of the Virgin Mary, whom both Jefuites, Suarez 
andFrancifcans, and Scotifts hold to have been borne without Originall finhe, or 
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any guilt or ftain of it, againlt whole fond, foolifh and ungrounded fancies, I publici¬ 
ty defended with Thomas Aquinas, and all Thomitts, that (hee-(as well as all Adams po- 
fterity) was born in Originall fin. It was an aft, the like whereof had not been fo con¬ 
troverted in that Univerfity with arguments in contra, and their anfwers and folutions, 
and with reafons and arguments in pro, many years before. The Jefuites ttatnped with 
their feet, clapt with their hands, railed with their tongues, and condemned it with, 
their mouths for a herefie, faying, that in England , where were hereticks, fuch an 
opinion concerning Chrifts mother might be held, and defended by me who had 
my birth among hereticks, but that Matter Cab annas born among Spaniards, and 
brought up in their Univerfities, and being the chief Reader in that famous Academy 
{hould maintain fuch an opinion, they could not but much marvailand wonder at it. 

But with patience I told them, chat ttrong reafons, and the further authority ,pfmany, 
learned Thomifts Divines fhould fatisfie their vain and clamorous wondring. The 
Aft was ended, and though with Jefuites I could get no credit, yet with the D.omir 
nicans, and with Matter Cabannas, I got fo much that I never after lott it for the fpace 
of almoft twelve years- but was ttill honored by the means of this Cabannas and 
Fryer John Baptift the Prior of Chiapa ( who at Chriftmas enfuing was made Prior 
of Guatemala ) with honours and preferments as great as ever ftranger was living among 
Spaniards. Thefe two above named being at Candlemas or beginning of February 
that fame year at Chiapa at the eleftion of a new Provincial, would not forget me 
their pooreft friend ttill abiding in Guatemala, but remembring that the Univerfity (which 
belonged chiefly to the Cloitter ) at Michaelmas would want a new Reader or Matter 
of Arts to begin with Logick, continue through the eight books of Phyficks, and 
to end with the Metaphyficks, propounded me totheneweleftedProvinciall(whofe 
name was Fryer fohn Ximeno) and to the whole Chapter and conyenticle of the Pro¬ 
vince for Reader of Arts in Guatemala the Michaelmas next enfuing. Their fuit for me 
was fo earneft and their authority fo. great that, nothing could be denied them, and 
fo they brought unto me from the Provinciall Chapter thefe infuing Letters Patents, 
from Fryer fohn Ximeno, whofe form and manner I thought fit here toinfert out of the 
Original in Span's ft (which to this day abideth with me) for curiofity and fatisfaftion of 
my Reader. 

F Ray Zfuan Ximeno Predicador General y Prior Provincial defia Provincia 
de San Vicente de Chiapa y Guatemala , Orden de Predicadores , Por quanto 
naejlrO Convento de Santlo Domingo de Guatemala carece de Letter de Artec, 

Por laprefente Injlituyo y doy por Left or Al Padre fray Thomas de S anti a Ma¬ 
ria ({0 was my name then, and by this name'will fome Spaniards lcnow me, 
who may chance hereafter to read this, and curfe me) por Id fatisfaction que 
tengo defufufftcientia. T mando al pe. Prior del diche nuetfro Convento , le 
ponga enpoffejfion del tal Officio, T para may or merito de obedientia le mando 
in virtute Spirit us [an fit, et fanti a obedientia, et fub pracepto formally In no¬ 
mine Patris , et Filii 3 et Spiritus fantti. Amen. Fecbo en efte nuetlro Convento 
de Chiapa la Real en nueve de Febrero de 1627. T la mande filar con fello major 
de nuefiro officio. 

Fray Juan PorMandadodeNoftroRdo. 

or Padre, Fray Juan deSto. 

Ximeno Plis Domingo Not'. 

Notifique eft a Patente a el Content do y en 12 di as del mes de Abril de 1 62 7. 

Fray Juan 
Baptifta Por. 

This Form according to the Originall in Spanift is thus in Englift, and to this purpofe. 

F Ryer John Ximeno Preacher Generali, and Prior Provinciall of this Pro¬ 
vince of Saint Vincent of Chiapa and Guatemala , Order of Preachers, 

Whereas 
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Whereas our Convent of Saint Dominick of Guatemala wantcth and ftands 
in need of a Reader of Arts: By thefe prefents I do inftitute, name and 
appoint for Reader Fryer Thomas of Saint Mary , for the great fatisfa&ion 
which I have of his fufficicncy. And I command the Prior of the aforefaid 
our Convent, that he put him into full pofTeflion and enjoyment of the faid 
Office. And for the greater merit of obedience I command him ( our fore- 
named Reader; by vertue of the Holy Ghoft, and of holy obedience, and un¬ 
der a formall precept. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghofi, Amen. Dated in this our Convent of Chiapa the Royall,the ninth 
of February 1627. And I commanded thefe to be fealed with the great Seal of 
our Office. 

Fryer John By the command of our Reverend 

or • Father Fryer fohn of St.Do- 

Ximeno Pal. minick. Notary. 

I notified thefe Letters Patents, unto the contained in them the 12. day of the 
moneth of Aprill, 1427. 

Fryer fohn 
Baft if. for. 

This honour conferred upon me a ftranger, and new commer to the Province 
made the Criolian party andfome others (who had aymed at that place and prefer’ 
ment in the Univerfity) to ftomack me. But to me it was a fpurre to ftir and prick 
tneon to a more eager purfuit of learning, to frequent the Academy leflons with more 
care and diligence; andtofpendmyfelfand time, day and night, more in ftudying, 
that fo I-might performe with like honour that which was laid upon me, and anfwer 
the expectation of my beftand forwardeft friends. Three years I continued in thi9 
Convent and City in obedience to the forecited Patents ; oftentimes I thought within 
my felf that the honour of my Englijh Nation here lay upon me in Guatemala , in not 
fuffering Any Spaniard to go beyond me, or to outbrave me with gallant, witty and 
well feeming arguments; and fo many times I would at nine of the clock at night 
when others were gone to bed, take in my chamber acupofhotChocolatte,thacwith 
it I might banilh fleep from mine eyes, and might the better continue in my ftudy till 
one or two in the morning, being bound to awake and be up again by fix. I was loath 
in thefe three years to take upon me any other of fuch charges which are common in 
fuch Convents; but efpecially to preach much, and to hear the Confeffions of fuch 
both men and women as reforted to the Church of that Cloifter, left hereby my ftu- 
dies might be hindered, and time fpent in other wayes. Yet the Prior and Mafter Ca~ 
kannai would often be very importunate with me, to obtain the Bi Chops Licenfe foor 
hearing of Confeffions, and Preaching abroad in the City and Country (for in the 
Church of that Cloifter I might and did fometimes, though feldome, preach with Per- 
million of the Provincial!) but this I ftrongly refiifed, untill fuch time as the Provincial! 
himfelf came to Guatemala , who hearing me once Preach, would by all means have 
me further licenfed and authorized from the Bilhop, that fol might not be ftraitned 
within the Cloifters limits, but abroad in other Churches might freely Preaeh, and 
thereby get fome mony for the better fiirniffiing my felf with Bookes. He therefore 
commanded me to be examined by five examiners all able Divines, for the fpace of three 
hours (as is the cuftome of that Order) and having three hours flood under their hard and 
ligid queftions and examination, having alfo at the end obtained their approbation, then 
the Provinciall prefented me unto the Bilhop with thefe words following, being caJten 
out of the Originall yet abiding with me. 

F Ray fuan ximeno Predicador General , y Provincial defla Provincia de 
San Vicente de Chiapa y Guatemala, Or den de Predicador es y Prefento a 

Veslra 









A New Survey of the Wdft-Indies. 


i'll 


Vue (Ira Sennoria Illujlrifitma al Padre Fray Thomas de Sancta Maria , examinado 
y a prcvado por cinco examinadores per vota Secrcta , confer me a mejtras Conjli - 
tutior.es, Para que Vueftra Sennoria Illuflrifma fe fitva de darle ttcexcia pa r a 
Confeijary Predicar a todogenero de Gente en fu Ob’fpado } Conforme a la Clemen¬ 
tina, Dudum de Sepulruris. 

A Vue fra Sennoria lllnjlrifima Suplico le ayapor Prefentado, y fefirva de dalle 
la dicha licencia, que en ello recibire merced. 

Fray Juan 


or 


Xirneno. Palis. 

This forme of Prefentation, ufed among them, naming the party prefenting, and the par¬ 
ty prefented, is in Englilli much to this purpofe. 

F Ryer f-ohn Xirneno, Preacher Generali, and Provinciail of this Province of 
St.Vincent,otChtapazn& Guatemala, Order of Preachers, do prefent unto 
your Lordlhip the father Fryer Thomas of St. Mary ('already examined, and 
approved by five Examiners by fecret Votes, according to our Rule and Con- 
ftituticnsj that your Lordlhip may be plcafed to grant him licence to hear 
Confeflionsandto preach to all forts of people in your Bilhoprick, according 
to that Rule and Canon of Pope clement , beginning with theie words, Dudum 
de Sepulturis. 

I humbly befeech your Lordlhip, to have him for prefented, and to grant 
him your forefaid Licence 5 and therein I lhall receive great favour. 

fryer (John 
or 

Xirneno. Palis. 

The Bifhop of Guatemala being my great friend, and a well-wifher to learning and e- 
fpecially to that Univerfitie, needed not many words of intreaty, but prefently gave 
me this Licence written on the back-fide of the Prefentation, and that without any 
further examination by his Clergy and part of his Chapter, which he may and doth 
ufe when he pteafeth. 

N Os el Maeflro Don Fray fa an de Sandoval , y, Capata , de la Or den do 
San Augufiin por la Divina Gracia obifpo de Guatemala y la Vera 
Pa\, del Confejo de fu Magijlad etc. Por la Prefente damos licencia al 
Padre Fray Thomas de Santa Maria de la Orden de Predicadores Conteni- 
do en la Prefentation de fu Religion atras Conteniaa, Para que en todo 
efte nuefiro Obifpado pueda Predicar, y Predique la Palabra de Dios , y para 
que -pueda adtninijlrar, y admtnifrc el Sacramento Santo de la Penitentia 
generalmente a todas las Perfonas que con el tubieren Devotion de Confejfare 
( excepto Manias ) y a las Perfonas que Confejfare pueda abfolver , y abfuelva 
de todos Jus pecados, Crmines y excejfos , excepto de los cafos refervados 
a fu fantidad } y a Nos por Direcho. Dada en la Ciudad de Santiago de 
Guatemalaen quarto de DiTjetnbre de Mill , y Seyfcientos y veynte y nutvt 
Annos. 


Cl. Obifpo de 
€uatcmala 


Por Mandado del IIP*** mi Sen- 
nor Pedro Ramirez dc Valdes, 
Secretario. 


M 


This 
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This forme of licence to preach and hear confefiions, from the^ilhop^of^^^ 
is worth Englifhing for fome things in it, which I (ball obferve with inclofed Paren- 
thefes as I goe along for the better reminding my Reader of them. 

TITHE ( Bijhops in that Church fccrn the name of a fingukr per Con 
VV fitting they have the power of all perfons joyned together in them 
of rich and poor, of fuhjetf and Prince) Matter and Lord Fryer fohn de San¬ 
doval y Capata of the Order of St. Auguftin (though brought up in a poor 
Mendicant Cloifter, yet now he takes upon him the title of a Lord, and jhewes 
hew Prelates in that church ufe to Lord it over the people) by the Divine Grace 
Bilhop of Guatemala and the Vera Paf ( he Jlyles htmfelf a Bijhop by Divine 
Grace, whereas he himfelf according to the common report of him, as a!j% are 
moft Bijhops there made, was made Bijhop not by any Divine Grace, but by un¬ 
warranted Simony and favour from Courtiers , having given many thoufand 
Crownes for that his Bijhopricke ) of his Ma jetties Councell (Bifops there 
mufl be CounfeUors to Kings , and meddle in Court and Politicks affaires) by 
thefe Prefent give licence to Father Fryer Thomas of Saint Mary, of the Or¬ 
der of Preachers, contained in the Prefentation from his religious Order on 
the back-fide of this our licence, that throughout all our Bifhopfck he may 
and do preach the word of God ( yet I confejfe This word of God is In tie tifed 
in Sermons in that Church, but rather the words of Saints of theirs and Fathers, 
and lying words of miracles, wherewith they fhtffe up a whole houres preaching) 
and that he may and do adminifter the holy Sacrament of Penance (not holy 
as it came from the mouth of him to whom the Seraphims cry Holy , Holy, Holy, 
but as it came from the head of Rome, who facrtlegioufly ftyles himfelf Hoik 
nrffe and m oft Holy Father. Not a Sacrament as Jo left and ordained by Chrift, 
but one of Romes feven Sacraments, which as it is a City known and diftin- 
guijhed by feven hils, fo will that Church be known and dtftinguifbed from the 
true Church by feven Sacraments) generally to all perfons, which (hall have 
devotion to confette with him, excepting Nuns (this Bijhop had in that City 
one of the fix fudges of the Chancery his daughter a Nun caked Donna Juana: 
dc Maldonado y Paz, whom he loved dearly, and much conferred with her in 
privateinthe Cloifter, whofe private conferences he was jealous they fhould 
be known in Confeftion, and therefore would fujfer none to hear Nuns Confef- 
fiens, but fitch as were his mo ft intimate friends, and of whom he had great 
fattsfattion, alleadging this reafonthat fuch as heard Nuns Confefiions ouaht 
to be very skilfull and experienced infuch wayes, and men ofage 5 for that grea¬ 
ter cafes ofConfcicncewtretobe met within Nuns Confefiions, then in others. 
By which reafon he unwifely brought an afperftonuponthoje Virgins, who fhould 
hvechaftly and-holtly as fiparatedfrom trie world and inclofed, and yet it feems 
by this Bijhops opinion, that within their inclofed wals fins are committed more 
grievous then abroad inthe wide world, and fuch as may paUle a Ghoftly Fa- 
ther if not skilfull and ancient j and that he may and do abfolve all perfons 
which {hall confette with him ( if only God can pardon and abfolve from jin 
Oh how if Gods power arrogated and taken, yea end abufed by thofefacnlegiom 
Prlefts!) from all their fins, crimes, and excefles, excepting fuch cafes as are 
reterved tohis Holincfie, and to us by Canon right. (A wicked rule and Ca¬ 
non, a Government certainly moft crnelL and tyrannical !, that binds poor wret¬ 
ches income cafes to go from America to Rome, at leaft eight thoufand miles to 
clear their Confaencei before the Pope, or elfe they mnft die without pardon 
andahjolutton from fin , many having not meanes to go thither, nor gifts to 
beftow upon their Pope , who must be bribed to abfolve them. O how more fiveet, 
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comfortable and fi*fe is it for a heinous firmer and ojfendotir even at home or in the 
Church grieving within bis heart , and keeping within himfelf to lift up a broker- 
heart, and make that polie and fie with wings of Eagles to the high Throne o 
Gods grace and mercy, with afiured confidence that there only is pardon, remipon 
and abfolution granted to aRjuch as do truelj and nnfeignedly repent of their fins x 
crimes andexceffes! ) Dated in the City of St. fames of Guatemala, the fourth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord 1629. 

The Bijhop of By the Command of my tnofk 

Gnatemala. Illnflrious Lord, Peter Ramirez 

de Valdes. Secretary. 

Thus with full and ample Commifiion from theBifhop and the Provincial! was I fet- 
led in Guatemala , to read and preach, where (although I might have continued many 
years, and was offered to read Divinity, having in part begun it one quarter of a year ) 

I continued yet but three years and almoft an halffor the reafon I (hall (hew hereafter . 

So what in that time I could obferve of that City, and of the Countrey round a- 
bout, having had occafions to travaile about ic both when 1 lived in Guatemala , and 
afterwards when I lived for above feven years in the Countrey Towns, I (hall truly 
and faithfully recommend unto my Reader. This City of Guatemala (called by the. 
Spaniards, Santjago,- or St. fames of Guatemala is feated in a valley, which is not above 
two miles and a halfe broad, for the high mountains do keep itclofe in ; but in length 
towards the South-fea it containesa wide and champaigne Countrey , opening it felf 
broader a little beyond that Town, which to this day is called la CiudadVieja, or the 
old City, (landing fomewhat above three miles from Guatemala. Though the moun¬ 
tains on each fide do ftrongly environ it, and efpecially on the Eaft-fide feem to hang 
over it, yet none of them are hinderers to Travellers, who over them have opened 
wayes eaiiefor man and beafts though heavily laden with wares of all forts. The way 
from Mexico , if taken by the eoaft of Soccnuzxo, and Suchutepeyues comes into the 
City North-weft-ward, which is a wide, open and fandy rode • if it be taken by 
Chiapa , it lyeth North-eaft, and entreth into the City between the mountains, as 
before hath been noted. Weft-ward to the South-fea the way lyeth open through the 
valley and a champaigne Countrey. But South or South-eaft, the entrance is over 
high and fteepyhils, which is the common rode from Comajagua, Nicaragua, and the 
Golfo dulce or fweet Gulfe, where the (hips come yearly and unlade all the Commodities 
which are brought from Spain for Guatemala. This alio is the way followed by them 
who take a journey meer Eaft-ward from this City. But the chiefeft mountains, which 
(iraighten in this Qty and valley are two, called Vulcanes, the one being a Vulcan of 
water,- and the other a Vulcan or mountain of fire, termed fo by the Spaniards, though 
very improperly a Vulcan may be faid to contain water, it taking its name from the 
heathenifh God Vulcan, whofe profefiion and imployment chiefly was in tire. Theft: 
two famous mountains (land almoft the one over againft the qther, on each fide ofrhe 
valley; that of water hanging on the South-fide almoft perpendicularly over the' "icy, 
the other of fire (landing lower from it, more oppofite to the old City. That of . 
is higher then the other, and yeelds a goodly profped to the fight, being almoft all the 
year green, and full of Indian Milpa’s which are plantations of Indian wheat* and in 
the fmalland petty Towns which lie fome halfway up it, fome at, the foot oi it , there 
are Rofes, Lillies,-and other flowers all the year long in the Garden?, befidcs Man- 
tins, Apricockes, and many forts of fweet and delicate fruits. It is called by the Spani¬ 
ards , el Vulcan del agua, or the Vulcan of water, becaufe o n the other fide of it i r \ 
Guatemala it fprings with many brooks towards a Town called Saint Chrijiephr and 
efpecially is thought topreferve and nourilh on, that fide alfo a great laky of treir. .vice 
by the Towns called Amaritlanznd Petapa. But on the fide of it towards Gum. 
and the valley it yeelds alfo fo many fprings of fweet and frejh water, as have tank J ana 
made a river which runneth along the valky clofe by the City,, and is that which 
the water-mils fpoken of before in Xocotenango. This river was not known when 
rhe Spaniards conquered that Countrey; but fince,according to their conftarit Tr. 
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on; the City of Guatemala Sanding higher and nearer to the Vulcan in that place and 
Town which to this day is called la Ciudad Vteja,or the old City, there lived in it then 
about the year 15 34- a Gentlewoman called Donna Maria de Cafttha, who having loft 
her husband in the warres, and that fame year buried alfo all her children,grew to im¬ 
patient under thefe her croftes and affliftions, that impioully {he defied God, faying. 
What can God do more unto me now then he hath done > he hath done' his worft with¬ 
out it be to take away my life alfo, which I now regard not. Upon thefe words there 
gufhed out of this Vulcan luch a flood of water as cariedaway this woman with the 
ftream, ruined many of the houfes, and caufed the inhabitants to remove to the place 
where nowftandeth Guatemala. This is the Spaniards, own Tradition, which if true, 
fhould be our example to learn to fear and not to defie God, when his judgments 
fhew him to us angry and a God that will overcome, when he judgeth. From that time, 
and from this their Tradition is the Town now Handing where firft flood Guatemala 
called la Ciudad Vieja, or the old City, and hath continued a river which before was 
not known, having its head and fpring from this high Vulcan, whofe pleafant fprings, 
gardens, fruits, flowers and every green and flourilhing profpe<A might be a fair objeft 
to a Martials wit,, who here would fancie a new Parnatfus ,. find out new fteps of flying 
Pegafus , and greet theNymphes and nine Sifters with this their never yet difeovered 
and American habitation. This Vulcan or mountain is not fo pleafing to the fight 
( whofe height is judged full nine miles unto the top ) but the other which ftandeth on 
the other fide of the valley oppofiteuntoit,isunpleafing and more dreadfull to behold; 
for here are allies for beauty, ftones nnd flints for fruits and flowers,baldne{Te for green- 
neffe, barrennefie for fruitfulneffe, for water whifperings and fountain murmurs, noife 
Of thunders and roaring of confuming metals, for running ftreams, flashings of fire, for 
tall and mighty trees and Cedars, Caftlesof fmoak riling in height to out-dare the skie 
and firmament, fbrfweet and odoriferous and fragrant fmels, a ftink of fire and brim- 
ftone, which are ftill in adion ftriving within the bowels of that ever burning and fiery 
Vulcan. Thus is Guatemala feated in the midft of aParadife on the one fide and a hell on 
the other, yet never hath this hell broke fo loofe as to confume that flourifhing City. 
True it is formerly many years agoe it opened a wide mouth On the-top, and breathed 
out- luch fiery allies as filled the houfes of Guatemala and the Countrey about,and par¬ 
ched all the plants and fruits, and fpued out fuch ftones and rocks which had they 
fallen upon the City would have crufhed it to pieces, but they fell not far from it,but 
to this day lie about the bottome and fides of it, caufing wonder to thofethat behold 
them, and taking away admiration from them that admire the Force and ftrength of fire 
and power in carrying on a weighty bullet from the mouth of a canon, whereas here 
the fire of this mountain hath call up into the aire and tumbled down to the bottom 
of it fuch rockes as in bigneffe exceed a reafonable houfe, and which not the ftrength of 
any twenty Mules (as hath been tried) have been able to remove. The fire which flaflv 
eth out of the top of this mountain is fometimes more and fometimes leffe,- yet while 
I lived in the City, on a certain time for thefpace of threeor four dayes and nights 
it did fo burne that my friend Mr. Cabannas confidently avouched to me and others, 
that Handing one night in his window he had with the light of that fire read a letter, 
the diftance being above three Englijh miles. The roaring alfo of this monftrpus 
beaft is not conftantly alike, but is greater in the fummer time then in the winter, that 
is, from OElober to the end of April, then all the reft of the year; for then it feems , } the 
winds entring intothofe concavities fet the fire on work harder then at other times,and 
caufe themountain to roar and the earth about to quake. There was a time three years 
before my coming to that City, when the inhabitants expe&ed nothing.but utter 
mine and deftru&ion, and durft not abide within their houfes for nine dayes (the earth¬ 
quakes continuing and encreafing more and more).but made bowers and arbours in the 
Marketplace, placing there their Moll Saints and Images,efpecially St. Sebaftian , whom 
they hoped would deliver them from that judgment, and for thft purpofe they dayly 
carried him through the ftreets in folemn and Idolatrous procelfion and adoration. But 
all the while Hived there the noife Within the mountain, tfie fmoak andflalhesof fire 
Without, and the Sumner earth-quakes were fuch that with the ufe and cuftome of 
them I never feared any thing, but thought that City the healthieft and pleafanteft place 
of dwelling that ever I came into in all my travels. The climate is very temperate, far 
exceeding Mexico otGuoxaca. Neither are the two fore-named Cities better 
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ftored with fruits, herbes for falets, provifion of fiih,and flelh,Beef,Mutton Vea/lodT 
J-owies, rurk.es, Rabbets, Q^ailes, Partridges, Pheafants, and of Indian and SpanM 
Wheat then is this City .from the South Sea (which Jyech in fome places not above 
twelve leagues from it) and from the Rivers of the South Sea Coaft, and from the frefh 
Lake of Amatitlan and Petapa, and from another Lake lying three or four leagues from 
Chmaltenango, it is well and plentifully provided for of fifli. But for Beef there is fuch 
plenty, that it exceeds all parts of America, without exception, as may be known bv the 
Hy des which are fent yearly to Spain from the Countrey of Gnat mala, where they com¬ 
monly kill their Cattell, more for the gain of their Hydes in Spain, then for the goodnefre 
or fatnefle of the flefh, which though it be not to compare to our Enrlifh Beef vet ft is 
goodmans meat and fo cheap that in my time it was commonly fold at thirteen pound 
and a half for half a Riall, the leaft coyne there, and as much as three pence here Though 
all about this Countrey there are very great and fpatious Eftancia s, or Farms for breed 
ing only, even neer to the Golfo mice, where the fhips ride that come from Spain vet 
from C'omayagua, St. Salvador and Nicaragua , is Guatemala ftored; But above all are the 
'great Eftancia’s in the South Sea Coaft or Marfh, wherein my time there was a Grazier 
that reckoned up gomg in his own Eftancia and ground, forty thoufand head? of Beafts 
frnall and great, befides many which are called there Simarrones, or wild Cattell ’ 
which wereftrayed among the Woods and Mountains, and could not be gathered in 
with the reft, but were hunted by the Blackmons like wild Bores, and dayly fhot to 
death, left they fhould too much increafe and do hurt. My felf chanced to be prefent 
at the Fair of the Town of Petapa, with a friend named Lope de Chaves , (who was 
as they call there, Obligado, or charged to provide flefh for fix or feven Towns 
thereabouts) who at one bargain, and of one man, bought fix thoufand head of Cat- 
tell, great and fmall, paying one with another eighteen Rials, of nine Englifh {hillings 
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The manner and cuftomeof Guatemala for the better providing both Beef and Mutton 
for it, and the Countrey Towns about, is this. Ninedayes before Michaelmas , every 
day Proclamation is made about the City for an Obligado, or one that will be 
bound to the City and Countrey for competent provifion of Flefh meat upon forfei¬ 
ture of fuch a fumme of money to his Majefty, if he fail, as {hall be agreed up¬ 
on between him and the Court, and to the Inhabitants of the City; if he fail in Beef, 
he is to allow in Mutton fo many pounds at the fame rate as he {hOuld have allow¬ 
ed Beef. If the Obligado fail in Mutton, he is to allow in Fowle flelh, fo many 
pounds and at the fame rate as he was to allow the Mutton; and this with con- 
fideration of the family, what competent allowance offlelh meat {hall be judged fora 
day, or the dayes that the Obligado {hall fail. Befides this the Proclamation is made 
for whom offers moft to his Majefty for one'years Obligation. So that fometimes it hap- 
peneth that the eight dayes feverall men come into the Court, offering more and more, 
till upon the ninth day and laft Proclamation, the Office is fetledfor one year* upon 
him that hath offered moft unto his Majefty. 'Thus many Butchers are not allowed 
but one only Obligado, who alfo is abridged to fo many pound for lb much mony, fo 
that if any other befides him offer to kill or fell, he may follow anaftion and the Court 
againft him: Thus the Obligado (who commonly is a monied man ) buyeth by the 
hundred or by the thoufand, as for the prefent he findeth the expence of the City, 
without he be himfelf fuch a Grazier, as hath Cattell enough of his own. Though 
Mutton be not fo plentiful! as is Beef, yet there never wants from the Valley of Mix- 
co, Penola, Pitapd , and Amatitlan, and the Marfh and' other places. In the Valley fore- 
named Ilived, and was well acquainted with one Alonfo Capata, who had conftantly 
going in the Valley four thoufand {heep. Guatemala therefore is fo Well ftored with 
good provifion, plentifuli and cheap, that it is hard to finde in it a begger, for with' 
half a Riall thepoorell: may buy Beeffor a week, and with a few Cacao's they may 
have bread of Maiz, if not of Spanifh Wheat. This City may confift of about 
five thoufand families, befides a Suburb of Indians called el Barrio de Sto. Domingo , 
where may be two hundred families more. The beft part of the City is that which 
joyneth to this Suburb of Indians, and is called alfo el Barrio Santa de Domingo ,'by rea- 
fbn of the Cloifter of Saint Dominick^ which ftandeth in it. Here are the richeft and 
beft {hops of theCity, ( with the beft buildings, moft of the houfes being new, and 
ftateiy. Here is alfo a dayly Tianguez (as they call it) or petty Market, where fome 
M j Indians 
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l n fc M s alTthe day fit felling fruits. Herbs, and Cacao, but at the four in the after¬ 
noon this Market is filled for a matter of an hour , where the Indian women meet to 
fell their Countrey flap, (which is dainties to the Criolians) as Atolle, Pinole, fcalded 
Plantains butter of the Cacao, puddings made of Indian Maiz, with a bit of Fowle 
or frefhPorke in them feafoned with much red biting Chille,. which they call Anaca- 
tamales. The trading of the City is great, for by mules it partakes of the beft commo¬ 
dities of Mexico, Guaxaca and Chiapa , and Southward of Nicaragm, and Cofiarica. By 
Sea it hath commerce with Peru, by two Seaports and Havens, the one called & Villa 
de la Trinidad, the Village of the Trinity,, which lyeth Southward from it five and 
twenty leagues; and by another called el Realcjo, which ly eth-five or fix and forty leagues 
from it. It hath traffique with Spain by the North Sea from Golf a dulce, lying three 
fcore leagues from it. It is not fo rich as other Cities, yet for the quantity of it, it 
yeelds to’none. There were in my time five (befides many other Merchants who were 
judged worth twenty thoufand Duckats, thirty thoufand, fifty thoufand, fome few 
a hundred thoufand) who were judged of equall wealth, and generally reported to 
be worth each of them five hundred thoufand Duckats - y the firit was Thomas de Silie- 
zer, aBifcain born, and Alcalde de Carte , the Kings high Juitice, or chief Officer at 
Court; the fecond was Antonio Iuftiniano, a Genovois born, and one that bore often 
Offices in the City, and had many Tenements and houfes, efpecially a great and rich 
Farm for Corn and Wheat in the Valley of Mixco. The third was Pedro de Lira, born 
in Caftilia, the fourth and fifth, Antonio Fernandez, and Bartolome Nunnez, both Fortin- 
gats, whereof the firft in my time departed from Guatemala for fome reafons which 
here’lmuft conceale. The other four I left there, the three of them living at that 
end of the City called Barrio de Santo Domingo, or the ftreet of St. Dominick,_, whofe 
houfes and prefence makes that ftreet excell all the reft of the City, and their wealth 
and trading were enough to denominate Guatemala a very rich City. The Govern¬ 
ment of all the Countrey about, and of all Flonduras,Socomfco,Comayagua,Nicaragua y 
Cofta Rica, Vera Paz, Cuchutepeques , and Chiapa , is fubordinate unto the Chancery 
of Guatemala ; for although every Governour over thefe feverall Provinces is ap¬ 
pointed by the King and Councell of Spain , yet when they come to thofe 
parts to the enjoyment of their charge and execution office, then their actions, if 
unjuft, are weighed, judged, cenfured, and condemned by the Court refiding in 
the City. This Court of Chancery confifteth ofa Prefident, fix Judges, one Kings 
Attourney, and two chief Juftices of Court. The Prefident though he have not 
the name and title of Viceroy, as they of Mexico and Peru, yet his power is as great 
and abfolute as theirs. His Penfion from the King is but twelve thoufand Duckats 
a year ; but befides this, if he be covetous , he makes by bribes and trading twice as 
much more, nay what he lift, as was feen in the Count de la Gomera, Prefident of that 
City and Chancery for the fpace of fourteen years, who departed in old age from 
Guatemala to Canaria (where was his houfe and place of birth) worth Millions of 
l)uckats. After him fucceeded Don fuan de Guzman, formerly Prefident of Santo 
Domingo, who lofing his Wife and Lady in the way, loft alfo his former fpirit and cou¬ 
rage, betaking himfelf wholly to his devotions, contemning wealth and riches, go¬ 
verning with love and mildnefle, which made the reft of the Judges, who were all for 
lucre, foon weary him out of his office, continuing in it but five years. His fuccef- 
for (whom Ileft there when I came away) was Don Gonfalo de Paz y Lorencana, who 
was promoted from the Prefidency of Panama to that place, and came into it with 
fuch a fpirit of covetoufnefle as the like had not been feen in any former Prefident. 
He forbad all gaming in private houfes in the City, which there is much ufed (though 
by women not fo much as in Mexico) not for that he hated it, but becaufe he en¬ 
vied others, what they got and gained by their Cards, drawing to himfelf thereby 
all that gain, fpending fometimes in one night four and twenty paire of Cards, ap¬ 
pointing a Page toaflift at the Tables, and to fee the box well paid for every pair ol 
Cards, which for his, and his Court refped, was feldome lefle then a crown or two 
for every pair. Thus did he lick up with his Cards moft of the gamefters gaines, and 
would grudge and pick quarrels with fuch rich men whom he knew to afifeft ga¬ 
ming, if they frequented not his Court at night time for that bewitching Recrea¬ 
tion. 

The Penfion which the King alloweth to every Judge of Chancery is four thoufand 
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Duckats yearly, and three thoufand to his Attorney, all which is paid out of the Kings 
Exchequer abiding in that City. Yec whatbelides they get by bribes, and trading is 
fo much, that I have heard a judge himfelf Don Luis de las Infantas , fay, that though 
a Judges place at Mexico and Lima be more honourable, yet none more profitable then 
Guatemala. In my time were fuch caufes at Chancery cried, as had never been, of 
murthers, robberies, and oppreftions, and. whereas it was expected the offendants fome 
fhould be hanged, fome bamlhed, fome imprifoned, fome by fines impoverifhed, bribes 
took all off,fo that I never knew one hanged in that Cfty for the fpaceof above eight 
years. The Churches though they be not fo fair and rich as thofe of Mexico,yet they are 
for that place wealthy enough. There is but one Parilh Church and a Cathedrall which 
ftandethin the chief Marketplace: AH the other Churches belonging to Cloifters,which 
3re of Dominicans, Frar.cifcans, Mercenarians, Auguftines, and Jefuites , and two 
of Nuns, called the Conception and Sc. Catharine. The Dominicans, Francifcans, and 
Mercen'arians are ftately Cloifters, containing neer a hundred Fryers a piece; but above 
all is the Cloifter where Ilived, of the Dominicans, to which is joyned in a great Walk 
before the Church the Univerfity of the City. The yearly revenues which come into this 
Cloifter, what from the Indian Towns belonging to it, what from a water-mill, what 
from a farme for Corn, what from an Eftancia, or farme for Horfes and Mules, what 
from anlngenio, or farme of Sugar, what from a Mme of Elver given unto it the year 
1633. are judged to be (excepting all charges} at: leaft thirty thoufand duckats; 
wherewith thofe fat Fryers leaft themlelves, and have to fpare to build, and enrich 
their Church and Altars. Befides much treafure belonging to it, there are two things 
in it, which the Spaniard? in merriment would often tell me that the Englifh Nation 
did much enquire after, when they took any fhip of theirs at Sea, and that they feared 
I was come to fpiethem, which were a Lampeof filver hinging before the high Al¬ 
tar, fo big as required the ftrengthof three men to hale it up with a rope; but the 
other is of more value; which is a pifture of the Virgin Mary of pure filver,andof 
the ftature of a reafonable tall woman, which ftandethin a Tabernablemadeonpur- 
pofein aChappelof the Rofary with at leaft a dozen lampes of filver alfo burning be¬ 
fore it. A hundred thoufand duckats might foon be foade up of the treafuri’ belon¬ 
ging to that Church and Cloifter. Within the wals of the Cloifter there is nothing 
wanting which may further pleafure and recreation. In the lower Cloifter there is a 
fpatious garden, in the midft whereof is a fountain calling up the water, and fpou- 
ting it out of at leaft a dozen pipes, which fill two ponds full of fifties, and with this 
their conftant running give muficke to the whole Cloifter, and encouragement to ma¬ 
ny water-fowles and Ducks to bath and walh themlelves therein. Yet further within 
the Cloifter, there are other two gardens for fruits .and herbage,and in the one a pond 
of a quarter of a mile long, all. paved at the bottom, and a low ftone wall abour,where 
is a boat for the Fryers recreation, who often goe thither to filh, and do fometimes 
upon afuddain want or occafron take out from thence as much filh as will give to the 
whole Cloifter a dinner. The other Cloifters of the City are alfo rich; but next to 
the Dominicans is the Cloifter of Nuns, called the Conception, in which at my time 
there were judged to live a thoufand women, not all Nuns, but Nuns, and their fer- 
ving maids orfiaves, and young children which were brought up and taught to work 
by the Nuns. The Nuns that are profeffed bring with them their portions, five hundred 
duckats the leaft, fome fix hundred, fome feven, and fome a thoufand, which portions 
after a few years (and continuing to the Cloifter after the Nuns deceafe) come to make 
up a great yearly rent. They that will have maids within to wait on them may, brin¬ 
ging the bigger portion, or allowing yearly for their fervants diet. In this Cloifter li¬ 
ved that Donna Juana de Maldonado Judge yuan Maldonado de Paz his daughter, whom 
the Bilhop fo much converfed withall. She was very fair and beautifull, and not much 
above twenty years of age, and yet his love blinding him, he ftrove what he could 
in my time againft all the ancient Nuns and Sifters, to make her Superiour and Abbeffe, 
and caufed iuch a mutiny and ftrife in that Cloifter, which was very fcandalous to the 
whole City, and made many rich Merchants and Gentlemen run to the Cloifter with 
their fwords drawne,threatning to break in amongft the Nuns to defend their daugh¬ 
ters againft the powerfull fa&ion which the Bifhop had wrought for Donna Juana de 
Maldonado: which they had performed if the Prefident Don Juan de Guzman had 
nor. fenr. Juan Maldonado de Paz, the yong Nuns father, to intreat her to defift in regard 
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of her yong age from her ambitious thoughts of being Abbeffe. With this the mutiny 

both within and without eeafed, the Bifhop got but fhame, and his young filter continu¬ 
ed as before under command and obedience, to a more religious, grave, and aged Nun 
then her felf. This Donna fuana de Maldonado y Paz was the wonder of all that 
Cloifter, yea of all the City for her excellent voice, and skill in mufick, and in carri¬ 
age, and education yeelded to none abroad nor within; fhe was witty, well fpoken 
and above all a Calliope or Mufe for ingenious and fuddain verfes; which the Bifhop 
faid, fo much moved him to delight in her company and converfation. Her Father 
thought nothing too good, nor too much for her; and therefore having no other 
children, he dayly conferred upon her riches,as might belt befeem a Nun, as rich and 
eoftly Cabinets faced with gold and filver, pictures and Idols for her chamber with 
crowns and jewels to adorn them; which with other prefents from the Bifhop (who 
dying in my time left not wherewith to pay his debts, for that as the report went, he 
had fpent himfelf and given all unto this Nun ) made this Donna fuana de Maldona¬ 
do fo rich and ftately , that at her own charges fhe built for herfelf a new quarter 
within the Cloifter with rooms and galleries, and a private garden walke, and kept 
at worke and to wait on her half a dozen Black^more maids ; but above all fhe placed 
jher delight in a private chappell or Clofet to pray in, being hung with rich hangings, 
and round about it eoftly, laminate (as they call them) or pidures painted upon braffe 
fet in black Ebony frames With corners of gold, fome of filver brought to her from 
Pome ; her Altar was accordingly decked with Jewels, Candlefticks, Crownes, Lamps, 
and covered with a Canopie embroidered with gold; in her Clofet fhe had her fmall 
organ, and many forts of muficall inftruments , whereupon fhe played fometimesby 
herfelf, fometimes with her beft friends of the Nuns; and here efpecially fhe enter¬ 
tained with mufick her beloved the Bifhop. Her Chappel or place of devotion was 
credibly reported about the City to be worth at . leaft fix thoufand crowns which was 
enough for a Nun that had vowed chaftity, poverty, and obedience. But all this after 
herdeceafe fhe was to leave to the Cloifter ; and doubtleffe with this State, and riches fhe 
would win more and more the hearts of the common fort of Nuns, till fhe had made a 
ftrong party, which by this may have made her Abbeffe. Thus is ambition and defire of 
command and power crfpt into the walls of Nunneries,like the abominations in the wall 
of Ezekiel , and hath poffeffed the hearts of Nuns, which fhould be humble, poor, and 
mortified Virgins. 

But befides this one Nun, there are more, and alfo Fryers, who are very rich , 
for if the City be rich (as is this ) and great trading in it, they will be fure to have a 
{hare. Great plenty and wealth hath made the inhabitants as proud and vicious, as 
arethofe of Mexico. Here is not only Idolatry, but Fornication and uncleanneffe as 
publick as in any place of the India’s: The Mulatto,’s, Black-mores , Mefika’s, Indi¬ 
ans , and all common fort of people are much made on by the greater and richer fort, 
and go as gallantly apparrelled asdothofe of Mexico , fearing neither a Vulcan or 
mountain of water on the one fide, which they confeffe hath once powred out a flood 
and river executing Gods wrath againft fin there committed; neither a Vulcan of fire, 
or mouth of hell on the other fide, roaring within and threatning to rain upon them 
Sodomes ruine and deftruftion;neither the weakneffe of their habitation; lying wide open 
on every fide, without wals , or Workes, or bulwarkes, to defend them, or without 
guns, drakes, bullets, or any Ammunition to fcare away an approaching enemy , who 
may fafely come and without refiftance upon them who live as profefTed enemies 
of Jefus Ghrift. This is the City of St. fames or Santiago de Guatemala , the head of 
a vafte and ample Dominion, which extendeth it felf nine hundred miles to Nicoya 
and Cofia Rica South-ward; three hundred miles to Chiapa and Zocjues North-ward; 
a hundred and fourfeore miles to the further parts of Vera Paz , and the Golfo dulce 
Eaft-ward; and to the South-fea twenty or thirty, in fome places forty miles Weft- 
ward. 

From^ Tepoantepeyue (which is no harbour for any great {hips) which ftandeth from 
Guatemala at leaft four hundred miles, there is no landing place for {hips neerertothis 
City then is the village de la Trinidad, or of the Trinity. The chief commodities 
which from along that coaft are brought to Guatemala, are from the Provinces oiSoco- 
nuzco and Suchutepeques, which are extream hot, and fubjetft to thunder and light¬ 
ning, where groweth fcarce any remarkeable -commodity, fave only Cacao , Achiotte , 
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Mechafuchil, Bainillas and other drugs for ChocoJatte, except it be fome Indigo and 

Cochin'll about St. Antonio, which is the chief and head Town of all the Suchetfpemes 
But all the coaft neer joyning to Guatemala, efpecially about a Town called IzLLta 
- or Ixquintepeque twelve leagues from Guatemala, is abfolately the richeft part of the 
.Dominion of this City; for there is made the greateft part of the Indigo which is fent 
from Honduras to Spain-, befides the mighty formes of Cattell which are all along that 
marlh. Though the living there be profitable and the foil rich, yet it is uncomfortable 
byreafon of the great heat, thundrings and lightnings, efpecially from May to Micha- 
elmas. It Guatemala be ftrong (though not in Weapons or Ammunition) in people, it 
is ftrong from hence from a defperate fort of Bladg-mores,who are flaves in thofe Bllan- 
cia J s and farms of Indigo. Though they have no weapons but a Macbette , which is a ftiOrt 
Tuck, or lances to run at the wilde Cattell, yet with theft they are io defperate, that the 
City of Guatemala hath often been afraid of them, and the Matters of their own flaves and 
fervants. Some of them fear not to encounter a Bull though wild and mad, and to 
graple in the rivers (which are many there) with Crocodiles, or Lagarto’s, ’ as there 
they call them, till they have overmaftered them, and brought them out to land from the 
water. 

This hot, but rich Countrey runs on by the Sea fide unto the Village of the Trinity, 
which (though fomewhat dangerous) yet is a haven for fhips from Panama , Peru , and 
Mexico ; It ferves to enrich Guatev ala, but not to ftrengthenit, for it hath neither fort,nor 
bulvvarke, nor Cattle, nor any Ammunition to defend it felf. Between this tillage and’ the 
other Haven called Realejo, there is a great Creek from the Sea; where fmall veflels do afe 
to come in for frefh water and Vi&uals to St. Miguel a Town of Spaniards and Indians, 
from whence thofe that travaile to Realejo pafle over in leffe then a day to a Town of 
Indians called La Vieja, two miles from Realejo , whither the journey by land from St. ML 
guel is of at leaf!: three dayes. But neither this Creek or Arme of the Sea is fortified (which 
might be done with one or two pieces of Ordinance at rnoft placed at the mouth of the fea 3 
entrance) neither is the Realejo ftrong with any Ammunition, n6 nor with people, for it 
ednfifts not of above two hundred families, and moft of them are Indians and Mefiico’s , 
a people of no courage, and very unfit to defend fuch an open paflage to Guatemala and 
Nicaragua, which here begins and continues in fmall and petty Indian Towns unto Leon 
and Granada. 

On the North fide of Guatemala I fhall not need to add to what hath been faid of 
Suchutepeqnes and SoconUtco, and my journey that way from Mexico and Chiapa. The 
chief fide of Guatemala is that on the Eaft, which points out the way to the Golfe, or 
Gotfe duke, or as others call it St. Thomas de CofliUa. This Way is more beaten by Mules 
and Travellers, then that on the North fide,; for that Mexico ftandeth three hundred 
leagues from this City, and the Golfe but threefeOre, and ho fuch paflages as are in 
fome places in the Rode to Mexico. Befides the great trading, commerce, and traf- 
fique, which this City injbyeth by that Golfe from Spain , hath made that Rode exceed 
all the reft. In fuly or at fartheft in the beginning of Augufi come into that Golfe 
three (hips. Or two,and frigate, and unlade what they have brought from Spain in Bode¬ 
gas Or great Lodges, built on purpofe to keep dry and from the weather the commodi¬ 
ties. They prefently make haft to lade again from Guatemala thofe Merchants common 
dities of return, which perad venture have lien waiting For them in the Bodegas two 
or three moneths before the fhips arrival!. So that thde three mOrfeths' of fufy, 
Augujl and September, there is fureto be found a great treafure. And O thefimplicity 
Or fecurity of the Spaniards, who appoint no other watch Over thefe their riches, faVe 
only one or two Indians and as many Mulatto’s,: who commOnly are fuch as have foi* 
their mifdemenours been condemned to live inthatoldandruinated Cattle Of St. Thomas 
de Cafitlia ! True it is, above it there is a little and ragged Town of Indians, called St. Pe- 
</w,confiftingof fome thirty families, who by reafon of the exceeding heat, and un- 
healthineffe of the air, are alwayes fickly and fcarce able to ftand upon their legs. But 
the weakwefle of this Golfe within might well be remedied and filpplyed at the 
friouth of the Sea, or entrance into it by one or two at the moft good pieces of ,Ordi*- 
nance pilaced there. For theehtrance into this Golfe is but as one fhould Come in at 
the door of fome great Palace, where although the dore and entrance be narrow, the 
houfe within is wide and Capacious. Such is this Golfe, whofe entrance is ftraitned 
with two rocks or mountains on each fide ( which would well befome great Pieces, 
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andfo fcornea whole fleet, and fecure a Kingdomeof Guatemala, nay mod of all Ame¬ 
rica) but here being no watch nor defence, the foips come freely and fafelyin (as have 
done fome both Englijh and Holland fays) and being entred find a rode and harbour fo 
wide and capacious as may well fecure a thoufand {hips there riding at anchor, without 
anv thought of fear homSt.P edro, or Santo Thomas de CaJHlia. I have often heard 
the Spaniards jearand laugh at the Englijh and Hollanders, for that they having come 
into this Golfe, have gone away without attempting any thing further upon the land. 
Nay while I lived there, the Hollanders fet upon Truxillo the head Port of Comay agua 
and Honduras, and tookit (though there were fome refiftance ) the pebplefor the moft 
part flying to the woods,, trufting more to their feet then to their hands and weapon* 
(fuch cowards is all that Countrey foil of) andwhilft they might have fortified them- 
felves there, and gone into the Countrey, or fortifying that have come on to the Golfe 
(all Guatemala fearing it much and not being able to refift them ) they left Truxillo, /con¬ 
tenting themfelves withafmall pillage, and gave occafionto the Spaniards to rejoyce 
and to make proceffions of thankfgiving for their fafe deliverance out of their enemies 

han< The way from this Golfe to Guatemala is not fo bad as fome report and conceive, 
efpecialiy after Michaelmas untill. May, when the winter and rain ispaft and gone, and 
the winds begin to dry up the wayes, For in the worft of the year Mules laden with, 
four hundred waightat leaft go eafily thorowthe fteepeft, deepeft, and moil: dangerous 
paffages of the Mountains that lie about this Golf. And though the wayes are at 
that time of the year bad, yet they are fo beaten with the Mules, and fo wide and open,, 
that one bad ftep and pafTage may be avoided for a better ; and the worft of this way 
continues but fifteen leagues, there being Rancho’s or Lodges in the way, Cattell and 
Mules alfo among the Woods and Mountains, for relief and comfort to a weary Tra¬ 
veller What the Spaniards moft fear untill they come out of thefe Mountains, are 
fome two or three hundred Blach^mores, Simarrones , who,for too much hard ufage, have 
fled away from Guatemala and other parts from their Mafters unto thefe woods, and 
there live and bring up their children and encreafe dayly, fo that all the power of 
Guatemala , nay all the Countrey about ( having often attempted it) is not able to bring, 
them under fubje&ion. Thefe often come out to the rode way, and fet upon the Requa’s 
of Mules, and take of Wine, Iron, Clothing and Weapons from them as much as 
they need, without doing any harme unto the people, or flaves that go with the Mules - 
but rather theferejoyce with them, being of one colour, and. fubjed to flavery and 
mifery which the others have foaken off; by whofe example and encouragement many 
of thefe (bake off their mifery, and joyne with them to enjoy liberty, though it be but 
in the Woods and Mountains. Their weapons are bowes andarrowes which theyufe and 
carry about them, only to defend themfelves, if the Spaniards fet upon them; elfe they 
ufe them not againft the Spaniards, who travell quietly and give them part of what pro- 
vifion they carry. Thefe have often faidthat the chief caufe of their flying to thofe moun¬ 
tains is to be in a readineffeto joyne with the Englijh or Hollanders , if ever they land in. 
that Golfe; for they know, from them they may injoy that liberty which the Spaniards- 
will never grant unto them. After the firft fifteen leagues the way is better, and there 
are little Towns andvillages of Indians, who relieve with provifion both man and beaft„. 
Fifteen leagues further is a greatTown oi Indians, called Acafahaftlan , (landing upon a. 
river, which for fifo is held the belt in all that Countrey. Though there are many forts* 
yet above all there is one which they call Bobo, a thick round fifo as long or longer then 
a mans arme, with only a middle bone, as white as milke, as fat. as butter, and good to 
boil, fry, ftew or bake. There is alfo from hence moft of the way to Guatemala in brooks 
and foallow rivers, one of the bell fort of fifties in the world, which the Spaniards judge 

to be a kind-of Trout, it is called there Tepemcchin, the fet whereof refembles veal more 

then fifo. .... 

This Town of Acafabajllan is governed by a Spaniard who is called Corrigidor; 
his power extendeth no further then to the Golfe, and to thofe Towns in the way. 
This Governour hath often attempted to bring in thofe Simarrones from the moun¬ 
tains, but could never prevaile againft them. All the ftrength of this place may be fome 
twenty muskets (for fo many Spamjh houfes there may be in the Town) and fome few 
Indians that ufe bowes and arrowes, for the defence of the Town againft the Black^more 
Simarrones . 

About 
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About Apacabaft lan, there are many Eftancia’s of Cattell and Mules much Cacao 
Achiotte, and drugs for Chocolatte ; There is alfo Apothecary drugs, as Zarzapanilla 
and Canna fiftula, and in the Town as much variety of fruits and gardens, as m any 
one Indian Town in the Countrey; But above all Acacabaftlan is far known, and 
muchefteemed of in the City of Guatemala , for excellent Muskmillians, fome fmall 
fome bigger then a mans head, wherewith the Indians load their mules and carry them 
to fell all over the Countrey. From hence to Guatemala , there are but thirty fhort 
leagues, and though fome hils there be, afcents and defcents, yet nothing troublefome to 
man or beaft. Among thefe Mountains there have been difco vered fome mines of metall 
which the Spaniards have begun to digge, and finding that they have been fome of 
Copper, and fome of Iron, they have let them alone, judging them more chargeable then 
profitable. But greater profit have the Spaniards loft, then of Iron and Copper, for ufing 
the poor Indians too hardly, and that in this way, from Acacabaftlan to Guatemala , efpe- 
cially about a place called, el Ague Caliente the hot water, where is a River, out of 
which in fome places formerly the Indians found fuch ftore of gold, that they were char¬ 
ged by the Spaniardsftnth a yearly tribute of gold. But the Spaniards being like Valdivia 
in Chille ,too greedy after it,murthering the Indians for not difcovering unto them where¬ 
about this treafure lay, have loft both treafure and Indians alfo. Yet unto this day fearch 
is made about the Mountains, the River, and the fands for the hidden treafure, which 
peradventure by Gods order and appointment, doth and fhall lie hid , and be kept for a 
people better knowing and honouring their God. At this place called el Ague Caliente", 
or the hot water, liveth a Blackmore in an Eftancia of his own, who is held to be very 
rich, and gives good etertainment to the Travellers that pafle that way; he is rich in 
Cattell,Sheep,and Goats, and from his Farm ftores Guatemala and the people thereabout 
with the belt Cheefe of all that Countrey. But his riches are thought not ft) much to in- 
creafe from his Farm and cheefes,but from this hidden treafure,which credibly is reported 
to be known unto him. Fie hath been queftioned about it in the Chancery oi Guatemala, 
but hath denyed often any fuch treafure to be known unto him. The jealoufie and fufpi- 
cion of him, is, for that formerly having been a Have, he bought his freedome with great 
fummes of money, and fince he hath been free, hath bought that farm and much 
land lying to it, and hath exceedingly increafed his flock; To which he anfwereth, 
that when he was young and a flave, he had a good Mafter, who let him get for 
hirofelf what he could, and that he playing the good husband, gathered as much 
as would buy his liberty, and at firft a little houfe to live in, to the which God hath 
fince given a bleffing with a greater increafe of flock. From this hot water thfej 
or four leagues, there is another River called, Rio de las Vaccas , or the River of Corot?, 
where are a company of poor and Country people moft of them Meftizo’s, and Mu¬ 
latto’s , who live in thatched houfes, with fome fmall flock of Cattell, fpending 
their time alfo in fearching for fands of Gold, hoping that one day by their diligent 
fearch they and their children, and all their Countrey (hall be inriched, and that 
Rio de las Vaccas , fhall parallel Paltolus, and ftirre up the wits of Poets to fpeak of 
it as much as ever they have fpoke of that. From this River is prefently difcovered the 
pleafanteft valley in all that Countrey, ( where my felf did live at leaft five years) called 
the Valley of Mixco v and Pinola, lying fix leagues from Guatemala, being fifteen 
miles in Iength,and ten or twelve in breadth ; Out oftheinclofuresthis Valley is ftored 
with fheep;the ground inclofed is divided into many Farmes,where groweth better wheat 
then any in the Countrey of Mexico. From this Valley the City is well provided of 
wheat, and. Bisket is made for the fhips that come every year unto the Golf. It is 
called the Valley of Mixco, and Pinola from two Townes of Indians, fo called, Handing 
oppofite the one to the other on each fide of the Valley, Pinola, on the left fide from Rio 
delas Vaccas , and Mixco on the right. Here do live many rich Farmers,but yet Country 
and clownifh people, who know more of breaking clods of earth, then of managing 
Armes offenfive or defenfive. But among them I muft not forget one friend of mine,, 
called 'fuan Palomeque, whom I fhould have more efteemed of then I didif I could have 
prevailed with him to have made him live more like a man then a beaft, more like a free 
man then a bond Have to his gold and filver. This man had in my time three hundred 
lufty mules trained up in the way of the Golf, which he divided into fix Requa’sor 
Companies; and for them he kept above a hundred Blacb-mort flaves, men, women. 
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and children , who lived neer Mixco in feverall thatched cottages. The houfe he lived 
in himfelfwasW a poor thatched houfe,.wherein he took more delight to live then in 
other houfes which he had in Guatemala, for there he lived like a wilde Simarron among 
his liaves and Blackmans, whereas in the City he fhould have lived civilly; there he 
lived with milke, curds, and black, hard and mouldy bisket, and with dry tafia jo, which 
is dry halted beef cut out in thin flices and dryed in the fun'and wind, till there be little 
fubftance leftinit,fuch.ashis Haves were wont to carry to the Golfe for their provifion 
by the way, whereas if he had lived in the City, he mutt have eat for his credit what 
others of worth did eat. But the mifer knew well, which was the belt way to fave, and 
fo chofe a field for a City, a cottage for a houfe, company of Simarrones and Black^mores 
for Citizens, and yet he was thought to be worth fix hundred thoufand duckats. He 
was the undoer of all others who dealed with Mules for bringing and carying com¬ 
modities to the Golfe for the Merchants; for he having lufty Mules,Jufty flaves, would 
let the price or rate for the hundred weight fo, as he might get, but others at that rate 
hiring Indians and fervants togoewith their Mules, might lofe. He was fo cruell to 
his Black-mores, that if any were untoward, he would torment them almoft to death; 
amongftwhom’ he had one Have called Macaero (for whom I have often interceded,, 
tut to little purpofe ) whom he would often hang up by the armes, and whip him till the 
bloud ran about his back, and then his flelh being torne, mangled, and all in a goar 
bloud, he would for laft cure powre boyling greafeupon it; he had marked him for a 
Have with burning irons upon his face, his hands, his armes, his back, his belly, his 
thighes, his legs, that the poor Have was weary of life, and I think would two or three 
times have hanged himfelfe, if I had not counselled him to the contrary- He was fo 
fenfuall arid carnall that he would ufe his own flaves wives at his pleafure; nay when 
he met in the City any of that kind handfomeand to his liking, if fhe would not yeeld 
to his defire, he would go to her matter ormiftrefle, and buy her, offering far more 
then (he was’worth, boafting that'he would pull down her proud and haughty lookes„ 
with one years flavery under him. He killed in my time two Indians in therivay to 
the Golfe, and with his mony came off, as if he had killed but a dog. He would never 
marry, becaufe his flaves fupplyed the bed of a wife, and none of his neighbours 
durftfay him naywherby he hatted to fill that valley with baftards of all forts and 
colours, by whom, when that rich mifer dieth, all his wealth and.treafure. is like to be 

eonfumed. 1 -c n. 

1 Befides the two Townes which denominate this valley, there ftandeth at the halt 
end of it dole by the Rio de las Vaccas an Ermitage, called Npfbra Sennora del Carmel, 
or our Lady of Carmel , which is the Parilh Church to all thofe feverall farmes of Spa¬ 
niards living in the valley ; though true it is, moft conftantly they do refort unto the 
Indian Towns to Malfe, and in Mixco efpecially, the Spaniards have a rich fodality 
of our Lady oftheRofary, and the Black^mores another. In all the valley there may 
be between forty and fifty Spanifhfvcrazs or houfes belonging to the Ermitage, and 
in all thefe houfes, fome three hundred flaves, men and women, Black^mores and Mu¬ 
lattos. Mixco is a Town of three hundred families, but in it nothing confiderable, but the 
riches belonging unto the two forenamed Sodalities, and fome rich Indians , who have 
learned of the Spaniards to break clods of earth, and to fow wheat, and to traffique with 
Mules unto the Golfe. Befides what fowles and great ftore of Turkeys which in this 
Town are bred, there isaconftant (laughter houfe, where meat is fold to the Indians 
within, and to the farmes without, and provifion is made for all the Requa s and 
flaves that go to the Golfe with their Matters Mules. Befides the fix Requa s before 
named of Juan Palorncque, there are in this valley four brothers , named Don Gajpar 
Don Dieqc, Don Thomas, Don fyan de Colindres , who have each of them a Requa o.i 
threefcore Mules (though few flaves, and only hired Indians to go with them / to 
traffique to the Golfe, and overall the Country as far as Mexico fometimes. Yet be¬ 
fides thefe there are fome fix more Requa’s belonging to Other farmes, which with thofe 
of the Town of Mixco may make up full twenty Requa ? s; and thofe twenty Requa s 
contain above a thoufand Mules, which only from this valley are imployed to all 
parts of the Countrey by the rich Merchants of Guatemala ■ But to return again to 
the Town of Mixco , the conftant paffage thorow it of thefe Requa’s, of rich Mer¬ 
chants, of all paffengers that go and come from Spain, hath made it very rich; where- 
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as in the Town it felf there is no other commodity, except it be a kind of earth, where¬ 
of are made rare and excellent pots for water, pans, pipkins, platters, dilhes, cha- 
fing-difties, warming-pans, wherein thofe Indians fhew much wit, and paint them 
with red,white, and feverall mingled colours, and fell them to Guatemala , and the Towns 
about, which fome Criolian women will eat.by full mouth-fuls, endangering their health 
and lives, fo that by this earthly ware they may look white and pale. The Town o f Pinc/a 
in bignefleis much like unto Mixco , but a far pleafanter Town, mote healthy and better 
feated, Handing upon a plain, whereas MixCo hands on the fide of a hill, which earryeth 
the Travellers quite out of the fight of the valley.In Pinda there is alfo a (laughter houle, 
where Beef is day ly fold, there is plentyioffowles, Fruits, Maiz, Wheat, (chough not al¬ 
together fo bright as that of Mixco) hony, and the heft water thereabout • it is called in 
the Indian tongue Panac t (fome fay) from.a fruit of that name which is very abundant 
there. Or. the North and South fide of this valley are fiils, which are molt fown wifll 
wheat, which proveth better there then in the low valley. At the Weft end-of it. Hand two 
greater Towns then Mixco and Pinola, named Petapa, mddmatitlan, to the which there 
areinthemidftofthe valley fome defcents and afcents, which they call Baranca’soi 1 
bottomes, where are pleafant ftreams and fountains, and good feedingfor (beep,, and 

Petapa is a Town of at leaft five hundred inhabitants very rich, who fuffer aifo 
fome Spaniards to dwell amongft them, from whom alfo thofe Indians have learned to 
live and thrive in the world. This Town is the paflage from Comayagm, St. Salvadori 
Nicaragua , and Co/ia Rica , and hath got great wealth by the conftant goers and 
comers. It isefteemed one of the pleafanteit Towns belonging unto Guatemala, for 
a great Lake of frelh water neer unto it, which is full of filh, efpecially Crabs, and a; 
fift called, Mojarra,which is much like unto a Mullet (though not altogether fo big ) 
and eateth like it. In this Town there is a certain number of Indians appointed, who; 
are to fifh for the City, and on Wednefdayes, Fridayes, and Saturdayes, are bound 
to carry fuch a quantity to Guatemala, of Crabs and Mojamfs, as the Corregidor 
and Regidores, Maior and Aldermen (who are but eight) fhall command weekly to be 
brought. 

This Town Petapa is fo called from two Indian words, Petap , which fign'ifieth a. 

Mat, and ha, which fignifieth water, and a Mat being the chief part of an Indians. 
bed, it is as much as to fay a bed of water, from the fmoothnefie, plainneffe, and calm- 
neffe of the water of the Lake. There liveth in it aprincipall family of Indians , who 
are faid to defcend from the ancient Kings of thofe parts, and now by the Spaniards:- 
are graced with the noble name of Gunman ; out of this family is chofen one to be 
Governour of the Town with fubordination unto the City and Chancery' of Guate¬ 
mala. Don Eernabe de Guzman was Governour in my time, and had been many years 
before, and governed very wifely and difcreetly, till with old age he came to lofe his- 
fight •* and in his place entred hisfon Don Pedro de Gunman , of whom the reft of the 
Indians flood in great awe, as formerly they had to his Father. Had not thefe Indi¬ 
ans been given to drunkennefTe (as moft Indians are) they might have governed a 
Town of Spaniards. This Governour hath many priviledges granted unto him (though 
none to wear a (word, or rapier, as may the Governour of Chiapa of the Indians) 
and appoints by turnes fome of the Town to wait and attend on him. at dinner and 
fupper, others to look to his Horfes, others to filh for him, others to bring him 
wood for his houfe fpending, others to bring him meat for his Horfes j and yet after 
all this his attendance, he attends and waits on the Fryer that lives in the Town, and 
doth nothing concerning the governing of the Town and executing of juftice , but 
what the Fryer alloweth and advii'eth to be done. There is alfo great fervice appointed 
for this Fryer, of Filhermen, and other attendants in his houfe, who liveth as ftately 
as any Bifhop. Moft trades belonging to a well fetled Common-wealth are here ex- 
ercifed by thefe Indians. As for herbage,and garden-fruits, and requifites, it hath what- 
foever may be found, or defired in the City of Guatemala■ The Church treafure is very 
great, there being-many Sodalities of our Lady and other their Saints * which are en¬ 
riched with crowns,and chains,and bracelets, befides the lamps,cenfers,and filver candle- 
fticks belonging unto the Altars. Upon Michaelmas day is the chief fair and feaft ol the 
Town, which is dedicated unto St. Michael , w'hither many Merchants refort foom Gm 
temala to buv and fell: in the afternoon, and the next day. following. Bull-baiting is the 
- ' 1 * jq common 
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common fport for that feaft with forae Spaniards and Blackmons on Horte-back- and 
other Indians on foot, who commonly being drunk, fotne venture fome lofe’their 
lives in the fport. Beiides this generall concourfe of people every year at that time 
there is every day at five a clock in the afternoon a Tianguez or market, upheld bv the 
concourfe of the Indians of the Town among themfelves. Befides the lake there run 
neth by this Town a river, which in places is eafily waded over, and waters the fruits" 
gardens, and other plantations, and drives a mill which ferves moft of the vallev to 
grind their wheat Within a mile and a half of this Town there is a rich Ingenio 
or farme of Sugar belonging to on t Sabafiiande SavaLetta, a Bifcaine borne,who came 
at firfb very poor into that Countrey, and ferved one of his Countrey men • but with 
his good induftry and pains , he began to get a Mule or two to traffique with about 
the Countrey, till at laft he increafed his ftock to a whole Requa of Mules and from 
thence grew fonch that he bought much land about Petapa, which he found to be ve¬ 
ry fit for Sugar, and from thence was incouraged to build a princely houfe whither 
the belt of Guatemala do refort for their recreation. This man maketh a great deal 
of Sugar for the Countrey, and fends every .year much to Spam - he keepeth at lealf 
threefcore flaves of his own for the work of his farme, is very generous in houfe keep¬ 
ing, and is thought to be worth above five hundred thoufand Duckats. Within halfe 
a mile from him there is another farme of Sugar, which is called but a Trapiche 
belonging unto the Auguftin Fryers of Guatemala , which keeps fome twenty flaves 
and is called a Trapiche, for that it grinds not the Sugar Cane with that device of the 
Ingenio, but grinds a lelfe quantity, andfo makes not fo much Sugar as doth an In- 
gemo. From hence three miles is the Town of Amatitlan, neer unto which ftandeth 
a greater Ingenio of Sugar themsthatof Savaletta, and is called the ingenio of one 
aims, becaufe he firft founded it, but now it belongeth unto one Pedro Crsfbo the Poft- 
mafter of Guatemala j this Ingenio feemeth to be a little Town by it felf tor the manv 
cottages and thatched houfes of Blacky-more flaves which belong unto it who may be 
above a hundred men, women, and children. The chief dwelling houfe is ft/ong 
and capacious, and able to entertain a hundred lodgers. Thefe thrfe farmes of Sugar 
handing foneer unto Guatemala , enrich the City much, and occaflon great trading 
from it to Spam- The Town of Amatitlan, though in it there live not fo many Spa¬ 
niards as in Petapa , yet there are in it more Indian families then in Petapa The ftreets 
are more orderly made and framed like a Chequer board, they are wide, broad plain 
and all upon dull and fand. This Town aifc enjoyeth the commodity of the lake * 
and furmlheth with filh the City of Guatemala, upon thole dayes beforenamed ofPeta- 
pa. And though it ftandeth out of the rode-way, yet it is almoft as rich as Petapa 
For the Indians of it get much by the concourfe of common people, and the Gentry 
oi Guatemala, who refort thither to certain bathes of hot waters, which are fudged 
and approved very wholefome for the body. This Town alfo getteth much by the 
fait which here is made, or rather gathered by the lake fide, which every morning ap¬ 
peared! like a hoary froft upon the ground, and is taken up and purified by the Indians 
and proves very white and good. Eefides whatthey get by the fait, they get alfo by 
the Requa s of Mules in the valley, and about the Countrey, which are brought to 
feed upon that fait earth a day, or half a day, untill they be ready to burft f the ow¬ 
ner paying fix pence a day for every Mule) and it hath been found by experience 
that this makes them thrive and grow lufty,and purgeth them better then any drench! 
or blood-letting. They have further great trading in Cotton-wool, more abundance 
ottrms then Petapa, a fairer marketplace with two extraordinary great Elm-trees 
under which the Indians daily meet at evening to buy and fell. The Church of. this 
own is as fair and beautifull as any about Guatemala , the-riches and ftate whereof 
hath caufed the Dominican Fryers fince the year 163 5, to make that place the head and 
Priory oyer the other-Towns of the valley,and to build there a goodly and fumptuous 
1,1 .which m my time there was (for I told then moft of it, and doubtlefTe fince 
it hath much increafed) eight thoufand Duckats laid up in a cheft, with three lockes for 
. e ex P£nces of the Cloifter. Thus my Reader,I have led thee through the val¬ 

ley or jMixco, and Pinola, Petapa and Amititlan , which in rich® and wealth what with 
he great tradmgin it,what with the flieep and cattell,what with the abundance of mules, 
what with three Farmes of Sugar, what with the great Farmes of Corn and Wheat, 
what with the Churches treafures yeelds to no other place belonging unto the dominions 

of 
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of Guatemala. I may not forget yet a double wheat harveft (as I may well term it) in this 
Vally. The firft being of a little kinde of Wheat, which they call TrigoTremefmo, a word 
compounded inSpaniJh from thefe two words, tns mefes, or from the Latine trssmenfes ) 
which after three months fowing is ripe and ready to be cut down, and being fowed 
about the end of Au<ruft, is commonly harvefted in about the end of November , and 
although in thefinafneffe of it, it feemstohave but a little Flower, yet it yeelds as 
much as their other forts of Wheat, and makes as white bread, though it keep not fo 
well as that which is -made of other Wheat, but foon groweth ftale and hard. The 
other harveft (which is oftwo forts of Wheat, one called Rubio or red Wheat, the o- 
ther called Blanquilleo, or white like Candia Wheat) followeth foon after this firft of 
Tremefmo for prefently after Chriftmas every one begins to bring their fickles into 
the field’ where they do not only reap down their Wheat, but in ftead of threfhing 
itinbarnes they caufe it to be trod by Mares inclofed within floores made on pur- 
nofe in the fields - and when the Wheat is trod out of the Eares by the Mares tram- 
olins who are whipped round about the floores that they may not ftand ftilfbut tread 
it conftantlv and throughly; then the Mares being let out of the floores the Wheat is 
winnowed from the chaffe, and put up clean into facks, and from the fiellearned to 
the Barnes- but the chaffe and moft of the ftraw is left to rot in the fields, which they, 
efteem as good as dunging; and further fet all the fields on fire, burning the ftubble. 
that is left a little before the time of the firft fhowers of rain, which with the alhes 
left after the burninig fatteth the ground, and by them is held the belt way to huf- 
band or dung their ground. Others that will fow a new and woody piece of land, 
caufe the trees though timber trees to be cut down, and fell not aftick of that wood, 

( which there is fo plentiful, that they judge it would not quit their coft to carry ic 
to Guatemala, though in England it would yeeld thoufand pounds) but they let ic 
lie and dry and before the winter rain begins, they fet on fire all the field and 
burn that rich timber, with the alhes whereof that ground becomes fo fat and fertile, 
that where upon an Aker we fow here three bulhels of Wheat, or upwards they 
fow fuch ground fo thin, that they fcarcedare venture a full bulhell upon an Aker 
left with too much fpeading upon the ground it grow too thick be lodged , and 
thev lofe their crop. The like they do unto the pafture of the Valley, about the 
end of March, itisfhortand withered and dry, and they alfo let it on fire, wich being 
burnt caufeth a difmall fight, and profped of a black valley; but after the firft 
two or three Ihowres, it puts on again its green and pleafant garment, inviting the 
Cattell Sheep Lambs, Goats, and Kids, (which for a while were driven away to other 
pafturing) to return and fport again, to feed and reft in its new flouncing bo- 
fome. But now it is time, I return again back to the other end of this vaUey, to the 
Rio de las Vacas (from whence I have viewed the compaffe of it andmade my long 
digreffion from EafttoWeft, to thefartheft Town of Amatitlan ) to fhewthee , my 
Reader the little part of thy way remaining unto Guatemala. True it ls ? fr ° m th ^ 
Ermitage of our Lady, there is a ftreight way through the middle of the valley leading 
almoft to Amatitlan , and then turning up a hill out, of the valley on the right hand; But 
that hath many afeents and defeents, bottomes, falls and nfings, and thereforejsno 
the conftant Rode, which from the Ermitage pointeth on the right hand, °Wervmg 
the Town of Mixco , ftanding but five miles from Guatemala , from Mtxco the way 
lyeth up a hill, and leadeth to a Town fomewhat bigger then Mixco, of Indians, czU 
led Sa!Lucas or St .Luke, a cold Town, but exceeding rich; the temper and cold- 
neffe of it, hath made it the ftorehoufe, or Granary for aH the Gty 5 for .y he ^ S ^ 
low in the Valley, the Wheat will not keep long without muftingand hreedmg a w01 ™ 
aLftecT Gurgojo, luch is the temper ofthisTownof St. X^,that imtthe Weat wU keep 
two or three years ready threlhed, with a little turning now and.then; and as it lyeth 

will give and yeeld, (as experience taught me there) fo that, he that.hath laid U P m th 

?„L 8 Iwo ta y „dre 4 ( bu«s of Wheat, « the years end^ ftallfinJ nee r upo» two hun¬ 
dred and twenty bulhelt. This Town thetefore rete.ves ftom 
the harveft, and is full of .what we call Barnes, but there are caiWiTrt) , 
floores but raifed up withftackes and bords a foot or two from th£ g 0 , 

covered S mats, whereon is laid the Wheat, «4 by feme rich 
the City is kept and hoarded two and three years, unti l they find their be»^ PP ‘ J 
to bringitout to fale, at the rate of their own wdl and pleafure. 
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Guatemala there is but three little leagues, and one only Barauca or bottome and 
. on every fide of the way little petty Towns, which they call Milp M confuting of 
fome twenty Cottages. In the middle of the way is the top of a hill, which diicovereth 
all the City, and ftandeth as overmaftring ofit,asifwitha piece or two of Ordinance 
it would keep all Guatemala in awe; But befides this hill, which is the wide and o 
pen Rode, there Hand yet forwarder on the right and left hand other mountains 
which draw neerer to the City, and what this top peradventure with too much di 
fiance, is not able to do or reach, the others certainly would reach with Canon fhot 
and command that far commanding City.. Down this hill the way lies broad *and 
wide, and as open as is the way down Barnet or Higbgate Hill - and at the bottome 
it is more ftraitned between the Mountains, for thelpace of a bowfhot which paf 
fage alfo is craggy by reafon of ftones and fome fmall pieces of rocks which lie in a 
brook of water that defcends from the Mountains , and runs toward the City But 
at a little Ermitage called St.John, the way opens again it feif, and fheweth Guatema¬ 
la, welcoming the weary travellers with a pleafant profped, and eafing theirs or 
their Mules or Horfes feet, what with green walkes, what with a fandy and gravelly 
Rode unto the City, which never Ihut gate againft any goer or comer, nor forbad 
their entrance with any fenced walsor watchmens jealous queftions * but freely 
and, gladly entertains them either by the back fide of the Dominicans Cioifter or by 
the Church and Nunnery called the Conception. And thus my Reader, and Coun¬ 
trey man I have brought and guided thee from the Golfe unto Guatemala,{hewing what 
tjvat way is moll remarkable. I fhall not now fhew thee any more of this Cities Do¬ 
minions toward Nicaragua and the South ( having already fhewed thee the way as far 
a sRealejo) leaving that untill I come to tell thee of my journey homewards which J 
made that way. There remains yet the Countrey of the Vera Pa* and the way unto 
it to difcover, and fo to clofe up this Chapter. The Vera Pax, is fo called, for that the 
Mians of that Countrey hearing how the Spaniards had conquered Guatemala, and did 
conquer the Countrey round about,wherefoever they came, yeelded themfelves peace¬ 
ably and without any refiftance unto the Government of Spain. This Countrey for¬ 
merly had a Bifhop to it felf diftinft from Guatemala, but now is made one Bifhoprick 
with that. It is governed by an Alcalde Maior,or high Juftice fent from Spain, withfub- 
ordination unto the Court of Guatemala. The head or fhire Town of it, is called Coban 
where is a Cioifter of Dominican Fryers, and the common place of refidence of the 
Alcalde Maior. All this Countrey as yet is not fubdued by the Spaniards , who have 
now and then fome ftrongencounters with the harbarous and heathen people which 
he between this Countrey. and Jurat an ; and fain would the Spaniards conquer 
them, that they might make way through them unto a Town called Campin belong¬ 
ing to Yucatan , and fettle commerce, and Traffique by land with that Countrey 
which is thought would be a great furtherance to the Countrey and City of Guate¬ 
mala, and a fafer way to convey their goods to the Havana, then by the Golfe for often¬ 
times the fhipsthat go from the Golfe to the Havana, are met with by the Hollanders 
and furprifed. But as yet the Spaniards have not been able to bring to paffe this their 
defign, by reafon they have found ftrong refiftance from the heathenifh people and 
a hot fervice to attempt the conquering of them. Yet there was a Fryer a great 
acquaintance of mine, called Fryer Francifco Moran, who ventured his life among thofe 
barbarians, and with two or three Indians went on foot through that Countrey, un- 
tillhe cameunto Campin where hefound a few Spaniards, who wondred at his courage 
and boldnefte in coming that way. This Fryer came back again to Coban and Vera Pa* 
relating how the Barbarians hearing him fpeak their language, and finding him 
kind, loving and curteous to them, ufed him alfo kindly, fearing (as he faid) that if 
they fhould kill him, the Spaniards would never let them be at reft and quiet until! 
they had utterly deftroyedthem. He related when he came back, that the Coun- 
?? S hlchthe Barbana nsinhabite, is better then any part of the Vera Pa*, which is 
uibjeft t o the Spaniards, and fpoke much of a Valley, where is a great lake, and'.a- 
bout it a Town of Indians , which he judged to be of at leart twelve thoufand In- 
na.Dlta.nts, the Cottages lying in a diftance one from another. This Fryer hath writ 
ot this Countrey, and hath gone to Spaint o the Court to motion the conquering of 
it, tor the profit and commodity that may enfue both to Guatemala and Yucatan, if 
a- way were opened thither. But though as yet on that fide the Spaniards and the 

Countrey 
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Countrey of the VeraFaz, be ftraightned by that heathenifh people, yet on the ocher 
lide it hath free paffage unto the Golf, and trade there when the fhips do come, carrying 
Fowles and what other Provifion the Countrey wiil afford for the fhips, and bringing 
from thence wines, and other Spanifb wares unto Caban. This Countrey is vftyhilly and 
'craggy, and though there be fome bigge Towns in it, they are not above three or four 
that are confiderable. The chief commodities are Achiotte (which is the belt of .all the 
Countrey belonging to Guatemala) and Cacao, Cot ton-wool 1 , hony, Carina fiftula , and 
Zar&aparilla, great itore of Maiz, but no Wheat, much wax, plenty of foWJes and birds 
of all coloured feathers, wherewith the Indians make fome curious works, but not like 
unto thofeof Mechoadan . Here are alfo abundance of Parrets, Apes and Monkies which, 
breed in the Mountains. The way from Guatemala , to this Countrey is that which hither¬ 
to hath been fpoken of from the Golf, as far as theTown of St. Luke ; and from thence 
the way keeps on the hils and mountains which lie on the fide of the Valley of Mixc'o. 
Thefe hils are called Sacatepeques, (compounded of Sac ate and Tepee, the latter figmfying 
a hill,and the former,herbe or graffe, and thus joyned, they fignifie mountains of grafle) 
and among them are thefe chief Towns, firft Santja&o or St. "fames, a Town of five hundred 
Families, fecondly , San Pedro or Sc. Peter, confiding of fix hundred families, thirdly , 

St. fuan or St. confiftittg alfo of at leaft fix hundred families, and fourthly, Sto: Do- 
minvo Senacb, or St, Dominie of Senacg, being of three hundred families. Thefe four Towns 
are very rich, and the two laft very cold, the two firft are warmer; there are about them 
many farmes of Corn and good Wheat, befides the Indian Maiz. Thefe Indians are 
fomewhat of more courage then thofe of other Towns, and in my time were like to rife 
up againft the Spaniards for theirunmercifull tyranny over them. The Churches are ex¬ 
ceeding rich; in theTown of Santjago, there was living in my time one Indian, who for 
only vain-glory had bellowed the worth of fix thoufand Duckats upon that Church, and 
.yet afterwards this wretch was found to be a Wizard and Idolater .Thefe Indians get much 
money by letting out great tuffes of feathers, which the Indians ufe in their dances upon 
the feaftsoftheDedicatipn of their Towns. For fome of the great tuffes may have, at 
lead chreefcore long feathers of divers colours, for every feather hiring they have half a 
Riall, befides what price they fet to every feather, if any fhould chance to be loft. From 
the Town of St. fohn, which is the futtheft, the way lies P' ain and -pleafant unto a little 
village of fome twenty Cottages, called St. Ramundo or St. Raymond, from whence there 
is a good dayes journey up and down Barrancas , or bottoms unto a Rancho, or lodge han¬ 
ding by a Kiver fide, which is the fame River, that paffeth by the Town of Acacabafilan 

fpoken of before. From this is an afcent or a very craggy and rocky Mountain, called the 

Mountain of Rabina/l, where are fteps cut out in the very Rocks for the mules feet, and 
flipping on one or the other fide, they fall furely down the rocks, breaking their neckes, 
and mangling all their limbs and joynts; but this danger continueth not long nor ex¬ 
tended above a leagbe and a half, and in the top and worft of this danger, there is the 
comfort of a goodly valley, cal led ElVallcde San Nicholas, St. Nicholas his Valley from 
-an Eftantia called St. Nicholas belonging to the Dominicans Cloifter of Coban. This Valley 
though it muft not compare with that of Mixco and Tinola ; yet next after it, it may well 
take place for only three things confiderable in it. The firft is an Ingenio of Sugar, called 
S an Geronimo, Or St. Hierome, belonging unto the Dominicans Cloiiter Guatemala, which 
indeed goeth beyond that fpoken of Amatitlan, both for abtindance of Sugar made there, 
and fent by mules to Guatemala over that rocky Mountain, and for multitude of llaves 
living in it under the command of two Fryers, and for the excellent horfes bred there, 
which are incomparably the beft of fill the Countrey Of Guatemala for merle, and gallan¬ 
try and therefore (though mtiles are commonly ufed for burthens) are much defired and 

looked after by the Gallants and Gentry of the City, Who make it a great part of their 

honour to prance about the ftreets. The fecond thing in this Valley is the Eftancia or fa,rm 
of St. Nicholas which is as fathom for breeding of mules, as is St Hierome for hoi les. Tae 
third ornament to iris a Town of Indians, called - R'abinall, of at leaft eight hundred Fa mi- 
lies, which hath all that heart can wifh for pleafure and lifeofmamlt inchneth rather to 
heat then cold,but the heat is moderate and much qualified with the many cool and fhady 
walkes. There is not any Indian fruit, which is hot there to be found, befides the irmts 
of Spain, as Oranges; Lemmons, fweet and fowre. Citrons, Pomegranates, Grapes, tags 
Almonds and Dates ; the only want of wheat is not a want to them. thar mind bread or 
Wheat more then ©fMaiz, for in two dayes it is eafily brought from the Towns of Sacate* 

N 3 peque). t 
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peques. For flelh, it hath Beef,Mutton, Kid, Fowles, Turkies, Quailes, Partridges Rab¬ 
bets, Pheafants ; andfor fiih, it hath a River running, by the houfes,’ which yeeldeth 
plenty both great and fmall. The Indians of this Town are much like unto thofe ofChiapa 
of the Indians, for bravery, for feafting, for riding of horfes, and (hewing themfelves in 
fports and paftimes. This Town my friend Fryer John B apt ft, after he had been Prior of 
many places, and efpecially of Chiapa and Guatemala , chofe to live into injoy quietnefle 
pleafure and content- and in this Town was I feafted by him in fuch a fumptuous, prodigal! 
and lavilhing way, as truely might make poor mendicant Fryers afhamed to come fo neer 
unto Princes in vanity of life and dyet. From this Valley unto the Vera Paz, or Coban, 
the head Town pf it, there is nothing eonfiderable, fave only one Town more called 
St. Chnftoval , or St. Chriftopher, which enjoyeth now a pleafant Lake, and bottomlefle 
as is reported. Formerly there being no Lake at all, in a great Earthquake the earth 
there opened, and fwallowed up many houfes, leaving this Lake which ever’fince hath 
continued. From hence to Coban the wayes are bad and mountainous, yet fuch as 
through the worft of them,thofe Countrey mules with heavy burthens eafilygo through. 
And thus with my pen, Reader, have I gone through moft of the bounds and . limits-of 
Guatemala, which is more furnifhed with gallant Towns of Indians, then is .any part of 
all America' and doubtlefie were the Indians warlike, induftrious, active for Warre or 
weapons, no part in all America might be ftrongerin people then Guatemala. But t,hey 
being kept under and oppreffed by the Spaniards, and no weapons allowed them, not 
fo much as their naturall Bowes and Arrojves,- much leffe Guns, Piftofs, Muskets, 
Swords, or Pikes, their courage is gone, their aflfeftions alienated from th* Spaniards ’ 
and Co the Spaniards might very welffgar, that if their Countreyfliould be invaded the 
multitude of their Indian people, would prove to them a multitude off enemies, either 
running away to another fide; -or forced to help would be to them but astfcie help off© 
many flies. . ... 


Chap. XIX, 

Shewing the condition, quality, fajhion, and behaviour of the Indians of the 
Countrey of Guatemala ftncc thcConqueJl, and efpecially of their Feajls, 
and yearly Solemnities . 


T He condition of the Indians of this Countrey of Guatemala is as fad, and as much to 
be pitied as of any Indians in 4 merica^ for that I may fay it is .with them in fome 
fort, as it was with Ifrael in Egypt , ofwhom it is faid, Exod. x . 7. They Were fruitfull and 
increafed abundantly, and multiplied, and Waxed exceeding mighty, and the land.Was filled With 
them, and therefore Pharaoh faid unto his people,^/. 10. Let us deal Wifely With them , 
left they multiply,and it come to pajf>,that When therefalleth out any War,they pyne alfo unto our 
enemies, and fight-again/hu. Therefore they did let over them taskmaiters, toafflid them 
with their burdens, and they made their lives bitter with bondage,in morter ,and in brick, 
and in all manner offervice in the field; and all their fervice wherein they made them ferve 
was with rigor. Though it is true there ought not to be any companion made betwixt 
the Ifraelites and the Indians, thofe being Gods people,thcfe not as yet; neverthelefTe the 
comparifon may well hold in the oppreffion of the one and the other, and in the manner 
and caufe oftheopprefiion, that being with bitternefle, rigour, and hard bondage, and 
left they fhould multiply and increafe too much. Certain it is, thefe Indians fuffer great 
oppreflion from the Spaniards, live in great bitternefle, are under hard bondage, and 
ferve with great rigor ; and all this,becaufe they are tit Raft a thoufand of them for one 
Spaniard, they daily multiply and increafe,in children and wealth,and therefore are feared 
left they (hould be too mighty, and either rife up of themfelves,or joyn themfelves to any 
enemy againft their oppreflbrs;for both which fears and jealouftes, they ar<5 not allowed 
the ufe of any weapons or armes, no not their bbwes and arrows,; which their anceftors 
formerly ufed ; fo that as hereby the Spaniards are fecured from any hint or annoyance 
; from 
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from them as an unarmed people;fo may any other nation, that fhall be incouraged to 
invade that land, be fecure alfo from the Indians, confequently the Spaniards own po¬ 
licy for themfelves againft the Indians may, be their greateft ruine and deftrudion, being a 
great people and yet no people; for the abundance of their Indians would be to. them as. 
no people; and they themfelves (who out of . their few Towns and Cities live but here and 
there, too thinly fcatered upon fo great and capacious a land) would be but a handfull 
for any reafonable Army; and of that handfull very few would be found, able or fitting 
men ; and thofe able men would do little without the help of guns and ordinance; and if 
their own oppreffed people, Blach^mores and Indians (which themfelves have alwayes 
feared) fhould fide againil them, fpon would they be fivallowcd up: both from within 
and from without. And by this it may eafily appear how ungrounded they ar,'who fay,it is 
harder to conquer America now then in Cortex his time, for that there are now both 
Spaniards and Indians to fight againft, and then there were none but bare and naked 
Indians. This I lay is a falfe grpund ; for then there were Indians trained up in wars one a- 
gainft another, who knew well to ufe their bows and arrows, and darts, and other wea- 
pons,and were defperate in their fights and Angle combats,as may appear out ofthe hifto- 
ries of them; but now they are cowardized, oppreffed, unarmed, foon frighted with the 
noife of a musket, nay with a fowreand gnm look ofASpamard,iokom them there is 
no fear; neither can there be from the Spaniards , who from all the vaft dominions of 
Guatemala are not able toraifefive thoufand able fighting men , nor to defend fo many 
paffages as lie open in feverall parts of that Countrey, . which the wider and greater 
it is, might be advantagious to an enemy,. and while the Spaniard in one place might 
oppofe hisftrength, in many other places might his-land be: over-run by a'forain 
nation; nay by their own Haves the Black-mores, who doubt lefle to be fee, qt-liberty 
would fide againft them in any fuch occafion; and laftly, the'Criolians who adfo are 
fore oppreffed fiy them, would re joyee in fuch a day, and yeeldrather to live with free- 
dome and liberty under a forain people, fcfien to be ionger oppreffed by thofe? 9I:, theft- 
own bloud. 

The miferable condition ofthe Indians of that Countrey is fuch, that though, the 
Kings of Spain have never yeelded to what fome would have, that; they fhould be 
flaves, yet their lives areas full of bitterneffe as is the life of a Have. For which J.’Stave 
known my felfe fome of them that have come home from toyling and moyiiftg .with 
Spaniards, after many blowes, fome wounds, and little or no wages, who have Itd- 
lenly and ftubbornly lain down upon their beds, refolving to . die rather then. to' live 
any longer a life fo flavifh, and have refufed to take either meat or drinke, or any thing 
elfe comfortable and nourifhing, which their wives have offered unto them ! ,-j that fo 
by pining andftarving they might confume themfelves. Some I have by good perfwa- 
fions encouraged to life rather then to a voluntary and wilfull death; others there 
have been that would not be perfwaded, but in that wilfull way have died. Tht:Spani¬ 
ards that live about that Countrey (efpecially the Farmers of the Valley of Mix'co y Pi- 
ml*l Petapa, Amatirlan, and thofe of the Sacatcpeqaes ) alleadge that all their trading, 
and farming, is for the good of the Common-wealth, and therefore whereas there 
are not Spaniards enough for fo ample and large a Countrey to do all their work, and 
all are not able to buy flaves and Blackcmores , they ftand in need of the Indians help 
to ferve them for their pay and hire; whereupon it hath been confidered, that a parti¬ 
tion of Indian labourers be made every Munday, or Sunday in the afternoon.- to the 
Spaniards, according to the farmes the-y occupie, or according to their feverall employ¬ 
ments,calling,and trading with mules. Or any other way. So that for fuch and fuch a 
ftiftnft there is named an officer who is called Juez Repartidor , who arcordmg to a 
Lift made of every farm, houfe, and perfon, is to give fo many Indians by the week. 

And here is a door opened to the Prefident of Guatemala, and to the Judges to provide 
well for their meniall fervants v whom they commonly appoint for this office, which 
is thus performed by them. They name the Town and place of their meeting upon 
Sunday or Monday, to the which themfelves and the Spaniards of that , diftrid do re¬ 
fort. The Indians of the feverall Towns are to have in a readineffe fo many labourers 
as the Court of Guatemala hath appointed to be weekly taken out Df fuch a Town , 
who are conduded by an Indian officer to. the Town, of generall meeting; and when 
they come thither with their tooles, their fpades, (hovels, hils, or axes, with their 
provifion of viduals for a week ( which are,- -commonly fome dry:-cakes, of Maiz, . 
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puddings offrixoles,or French beans, and a little Chile Or biting long pepper, Or 4 
bit of cold meat for the firft day or two) and with beds on their backs (which is 
only a courfe woollen mantle to wrap about them when they lie onthe bare ground) 
then are they (hut up in the Town-houfe, fome with blowes, fome with fpurnings, 
fome with boxes on the ear, if prefently they go nOtin. Now all being gathered 
together, and the houfe filled with them, theJuezRepartidor or officer; cals by the 
order of the Lift fuchand fuch a Spaniard , and alfo cals out of the hOufe fo many 
Indians as by the Court are commanded to be given him (fome are allowed three, fome 
four, fome ten, fome fifteen, fome twenty, according to their employments) 
and delivered!unto the SpaniardhkIndians, andibto all the reft till they be all fer- 
ved • who when they receive their Indians, take from them a toole , Or their mantles, 
to fecurethem that they run not away, and for every Indian delivered unto them, 
they give unto the Juez Repartidoror officer halfe a Riall, which is" thfe'e pence an 
Indian for his fees, which mounteth yearly to him to a great deal of money; for fome 
officers make a partition or diftribution of four hundred, fome of two hundred,fome 
of three hundred Indians every week,and carryeth home with him fo many half hun¬ 
dred Rials for one, or half a dayes work. If complaint be made by any Spaniard 
that fuchand fuch an Indian did run away from him, and ferved him not the week paft, 
the Indian muft be brought, and furely tied to a poft by his hands in the Market place, 
and there be whipped upon his bare back. But if the poor Indian complain that the 
Spaniards coufened and cheated him of his fhovell, axe, bill, mantle or wages, no 
juftice fhall be executed againft the cheating Spaniard , neither fhall the Indian be righted, 
though it is true the order runs equally in favour of both Indian and Spaniard. Thus 
are the poor Indians fold for three pence a piece for a whole weeks flavery, not permit- 
ted to go home at nights unto their wives, though their work lie not above a mile 
from the Town where they live 5 nay fome are carried ten or twelve miles from their 
home, who muft not.return till Saturday night late, and muft that week do whatfo- 
ever their Matter pleafeth to command them. The wages appointed them willfcarce 
find them meat and drinke, for they are not allowed a Riall a day, which is but fix- 
pence,, and with that they are to find themfelves, but for fix dayes work and diet they 
are to have five Rials, which is'half a Crown. This fame order is obferved in’the 
City of Guatemala, and Towns of Spaniards , where to every family that wants the 
fervice of an Indian or Indians,thonga it be but to fetch water and wood on their backs, 
•or to go of arrants, is allowed the like fervice from the neereft Indian Towns. It 
would :grievea Chriftians heart to fee how by fome cruell Spaniards in that weeks fer¬ 
vice thofe poor wretches are wronged and abufed; fome vifiting their wives at home, 
whilft their poor husbands are digging and delving; others whipping them for their 
flow working, others wounding them with their fwords, or breaking their heads for 
fome.reafonable and well grounded anfwer in their own behalf, others ftealing from 
them their tooles, others cheating them of half, others of all their wages, alleadg- 
ing that their fervice coft them half a Riall, and yet their work not well performed. 
J knew fome who made a common praftice of this, when their wheat was fowne, and 
.they had little to do for the Indians ; yet they would have home as many as were due 
unto their farme, and on Munday and Tuefday would make them cut and bring them 
on their backes as much wood as they needed all that week, and then on Wednefday 
at noon (knowing the great defire of the Indians to go home to their wives, for the 
which they would give any thing) would fay unto them. What will you give me now, 
if I let you go home to do your own work? whereunto the Indians would joy¬ 
fully reply and anfwer, fome that they would give a Riall, others two Rials, which 
they would take and fend them home, and fo would have much work done, wood to 
ferve their houfe a week, and mony as much as would buy them meat, and Cacao for 
Chocoiatte two weeks together; and thus from the poor Indians do thofe uncon- 
fcionable Spaniards practice a cheap and lafie way of living. Others will fell them 
away for that week unto a neighbour that hath prefent need of work, demanding 
Rials a piece for every Indian, which he that buyeth them, will be fure to defray out 
of their wages. So likewife are they in a flavifh bondage and readineffe for all pafTen- 
gers and travellers, who in any Town may demand unto the next Town as many 
Indians do go with his Mules, or to carry on their backs a heavy burthen as he (hall 
jieed, who at the journeys end Will pick fome quarrel! with them, and f© fend them 
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back, with blowes and ftripes without any pay at all. A Petaca, or leathern Trunke, 
andcheftof above a hundred weight, they will make thofe wretches to carry on their 
backs a whole day, nay fome two or three dayes together, which they do by tying the 
cheft on each fide with ropes, having abroad leather in the middle, which they croffe 
over the forepart of their head, or over their forehead, hanging thus the waight upon 
their heads and browes, which at their journeys end hath made the blond ftick in the 
foreheads of fome, galling and pulling off the skin, and marking them in the fore-top 
of their heads, who as they are called Tamemez, fo are eafily known in a Town by 
their baldneffe, that leather girt having worn off all their hair. With thefe hard 
ufages, yet do thole poor people make a fhift to live amongft the Spaniards jbnt fo that 
with anguifti of heart they are ftill crying out to God for juftice, and for liberty ,whofe 
only comfort is in their Priefts and Fryers, who many times do quiet them when they 
would rife up in mutiny, and for their own ends do often prevail over them with 
fair and cunning perfwafions, to bear andfuffer fqr Gods fake, and for the good of the 
Common-wealth that hard task and fervice which is laid upon them. And though in 
all feafons, wet and dry, cold and hot, and in all wayes plain and mountainous, green 
and dirty, dufty and ftony, they mutt performe this hard fervice to their commanding 
Matters, their apparell and cloathiijgis but fuchas may cover the nakedneffe of their 
body, nay in fome it isfuchtorne rags as will not cover halfe their nakedneffe. Their 
ordinary cloathing is a pair of linnen or woollen drawers broad and open at the 
knees, without fhooes (though in their journeys fome will put on leathern fandals 
to keep the foies of their feet) or ftockins, without any doublet, a Ihortcourfe fhirt, 
which reacheth a little below their watte, and fervesmore for a doublet then for a fhirt, 
and for a cloake a woollen or linnen mantle, ( called Aiate ) tied with a knot over 
one (houlder, hanging down on the other fide almoft to the ground, with a twelve pen¬ 
ny or two {billing hat, which after one good fhower of raine like paper fals about their 
necks and eies; their bed they carry fometi,mes about them, which is that woollen 
mantle wherewith they wrap themfelves about at night, taking off their fhirt and 
drawers, which they lay under their head fora pillow; fome will carry with them a 
(hort,flight, and light Mat to lie on, but thofe that carry it not with them, if they can¬ 
not borrow one of a neighbour, lie as willingly in their mantle upon the bare ground, 
as a Gentleman in England a foft down-bed, and thus do they foundly fleep, 
and lowdly fnort after'a dayes work, or after a dayes journey with a hundred weight 
upon their backs. Thofe that are of the better fort, and richer, and who are not 
employed as Tamemz to carry burthens, or as Labourers to work for- Spaniards, but 
keep at home following their own farmes, or following their own Mules about the 
Countrey, or following their trades and callings in their (hops, or governing the 
Townes,' as Alcaldes, or Alguaziles, officers of juftice, may goe a little better appa¬ 
relled , but after the fame manner. For fome will have their drawers with a lace at the 
bottom, or wrought with fome coloured Silke or Crewel; fo likewife the mantle a- 
bout them, fhall have either a lace, or fome work of birds on it, fome will wear a 
cut linnen doublet, others (hooes, but very few ftockins or bands about their neckes; 
and for their beds, the beft Indian Governour, or the richeft, who may be worth four 
or five thoufand Duckats, will have little more then the poor Tarnmez ; for they lie. 
upon boards, or Canes bound together, and raifed from the ground, whereon they 
lay abroad and handfomeMat, and at their heads for man and wife two little ftumps, 
of wood for bolfters , whereon they lay their fhirts and mantles, and other cloaths for 
pillowes, covering themfelves with a broader blanket then is their mantle and thus 
hardly would Don Bernabc de Guzman the Governour of Petapa lie, and fo do all 
the beft of them. The womens attire is cheap and foon put on; for mott of them 
alfo go barefoot, the richer and better fort wear {hooes,with broad ribbons for lhooe- 
ftrings, and for a pettichte, they tie about their watte a woollen mantle, which in 
the better fort is wrought with divers colours,but not fowed at all, pleated or gathered 
in, but as they tie it with a lift about them ; they wear no fhift next their body; but cover 
their nakedneffe with a kind of furplice ( which they call Guaipil) which hangs loole 
from their fhoulders down a little below their wafte, with open (hort fleeves which 
cover halfe their armes; this Guaipil is curioufly wrought, efpecially in the bo- 
fome with Cotton-, or feathers. The richer fort of them wear bracelets and bobs a- 
bout’their wrifts and necks; their hair is gathered up with fillets, without any quafte 
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or covering, except it be the better fort. When they go to Church or abroad, they 
put upon their heads a vail of linnen, which hangeth almoft to the ground, and this 
is that which cofts them moftofall their attire, for that commonly it is of Holland or 
fome good linnen brought from Spain, or fine linnen brought from China, which the 
better fort wear with a lace about. When they are at home at work they commonly 
take off their Guaipil, or furplice, difcovering the nakednefie of their breafts and bo¬ 
dy. They lie alfo in their beds as do their husbands, wrapped up only with a mantle, 
or with a blanket. Their houfesare but poor thatched cottages, without any upper 
rooms, but commonly one or two only rooms below, in the one they dreflfe their 
meat in the middle of it, making a compaffe for fire, with two or three ftones, with¬ 
out any other chimney to convey the fmoak away, which fpreading it felf about 
the room filleth the thatch and the rafters fo with fut, that all the room feemeth to be 
a chimney. The next unto it, is not free from fmoak and blacknefie, where fome- 
times are four or five beds according to the family. The poorer fort have but one room, 
^vhere they eat, drefle their meat andfleep. Few there are that fets any locks upon 
their dores, for they fear no robbing nor ftealing, neither have they in their houfes 
much to lofe, earthen pots, and pans, and difhes, and cups to drinke their Choco- 
latte, being the chief commodities in their houfe. There is fcarce any houfe which 
hath not alfo in the yard a flew, wherein they bath themfelves with hot water, which 
is their chief phyfick when they feel themfelves diftempered. Among themfelves they 
are in every Town divided into Tribes, which have one chief head, to whom all that 
belong unto that Tribe, do refort in any difficult matters" who is bound to aid, pro¬ 
tect, defend, counfell, and appear for the reft of his Tribe before the oncers ofjuftice 
in any wrong that is like to be done unto them. When any is to be married,the father 
of the fonthatisto take a wife out of another Tribe, goeth unto the head of his 
Tribe to give him warning of his Sons marriage with fuch a maid. Then that head 
meets with the head of the maids Tribe, aud they conferre about it. The bufinelfe 
commonly is in debate a quarter of a year; all which time the parents of the youth or 
man are with gifts to buy the maide • they are to be at the charges of all that is fpent in 
eating and drinking, when the heads of the two Tribes do meet with the reft of the 
kindred of each fide, who fometimes fit in conference a whole day , or moft part of 
a night. After many dayes and nights thus fpent, and a full triall being made of the 
one and other fides affection, if they chance to difagree about die marriage, then is 
the Tribe and parents of the maid toreftore back all that the other fide hath fpent and 
given. They give no portions with their daughters* but when they die, their goods 
and lands are equally divided among their fons. If any one want a houfe to live in, 
or will repair and thatch his houfe anew, notice is given to the heads of the Tribes, 
who warn all the Town to come to help in thework, and every one is to bring a bundle 
of ftraw, and other materials, fo that in one day with the help of many they finifii a 
houfe without any charges more then of Chocolatte, which they minifter in great cups 
as big as will hold above a pint, not putting in any coftly materials, as do the Spaniards , 
but only a little Annifeed, and Chile, or Indian pepper; or elfe they halfe fill the cup 
with Atolle, and powre«upon it as much'Chocolatte as will fill the cup and colour it. 
In their diet the poorer fort are limited many times to a difh ofFrixoles, or Turkey 
beans, either black or white (which are there in very great abundance, and are kept 
dry for all the year ) boyled with Chile; and if they can have this, they hold them¬ 
felves well fatisfied; withthefe beans, they make alfo dumplins, firft boiling the bean 
a little, and then mingling it with a mafie of Maiz, as we do mingle Currants in our 
cakes, and fo boil again the Frixoles, with the dumplinofMaiz mafie, and fo eat it hot* 
or keep it cold; but this and all whatsoever elfe they eat, they either eat it with green 
biting Chile, or elfe they dip it in water and fait, wherein is bruifed fome of that 
Chile. But if their means will not reach to Frixoles, their ordinary fare and diet is 
their Tortilla's (fo they call thin round cakes made of the dow and mafie of Maiz) 
which they eat hot from an eathen pan, whereon they are fo«n baked with one tur¬ 
ning over the fire ; andthefe they eat alone either with Chile and fait, and dipping 
them in water and fait with a little bruifed Chile. When their Maiz is green and ten¬ 
der, they boil fome of thofe whole ftalkes or clufters, whereon the Maizgroweth with 
the leaf about, and fo calling a little fait about it, they eat it. I have often eat of 
this, and found it as dainty as our young green peafe,and very nourilhing, but it much 
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increafeth the bloud. AH'o of this green and tender Ma.iz they make a Lummy, boiling 
the Maiz in fome of the milks which they have firft taken out of it by bruifing it. The 
pooreft Indian never wants this diet, and is well fatisfied, as long as his belly is thorowly 
filled. But the pooreft that live in iuch Towns where flefh meat is foldj will make a hard 
fhift, but that when they come from work On Saturday night, they will buy one halFe 
Riall, or a Riall worth of frefh meat to eat on the Lords day. Some will buy a good deal 
at once, and keep it long by drefling it into Tafia jo’s, which are bundles of flefh, fowled 
up and tied fall; which they do, when for examples fake they have from a leg of beef 
iliced off from the bone all the flelh with the knife, after the length, form, and thinneffe 
of a line, or rope. Then they take the flelh and fait it, ( which being Iliced and thinly cut', 
foon takes fait) and hang it up in their yards like a line from poll to poll ■ or from tree to 
tree, to the wind for a whole week, and then they hang it in the fmoak another week, and 
after rowle it up in fmall bundles, which become as hard as a Hone, and fo as they need it, 
they walh it, boil it and eat it. This is Americas powdered beef, which they call Taflfa joj 
V! hereof I have often eaten, and the Spaniards eat much of it, efpecially thofe that trade 
about the Countrey with Mules; nay this Taflfa jo is a great commodity, and hath made 
many a Spaniard rich, who carry a Mule or two loaden with thefe Taffajo’s in fmall par¬ 
cels and bundles to thofe Towns where is no flefh at all fold, and there they exchange 
them for other commodities among the Indians , receiving pefad venture for one Talfajo 
' or bundle, (which coll them but the half part of a farthing) as much Cacao, as in other 
places they fell for a Riall or fix pence. The richer fort of people will tare better, for if 
there be filh or flefh to be had, they will have it, and eat moll greedily Of it,* and will 
not fpare their fowls and Turkeys from their own bellies. Thefe alfo. will now and then 
get a wild Dear, fhooting it with their bows and arrows. And when they have killed if , 
they let it lie in the Wood in fome hole or bottom covered with leaves for the fpace of 
"jabout a week, untill it ftinkand begin to be full of wormes; then they bring it home, 
cut it out into joints, and parboil it with a herbe which groweth there lbmewhat 
like unto our Tanzy, which they fay fweetneth it again, and maketh the flefh eat ten¬ 
der, and as white as a piece of Turkey. Thus parboiled, they hang up the joints in- 
thefmoke for a while, and then boil it again, when they eat it, which is commonly 
drefled with red Indian pepper • and this is the Yenifon of America , whereof I have' 
fometimes eaten , and found it white and ffrdrt, but never durft be too bold with it, 
not that I found any evill tafte in it, but that the apprehenfion of the wormes and 
maggots which formerly had been in it, troubled much my flomack. Thefe Indians 
that have little to do at home, and are not employed in the weekly fervice under the 
Spaniards in their hunting, will look ferioufly for Hedge-hogs, which are juft like un¬ 
to ours, though certainly ours are not meat for anv Chriftian. They are full of pricks 
and briftles like ours, and are found in woods and fields, living in holes, and as they 
fay feed upon nothing but Amits and their egs, and upon dry rotten flicks, herbs, 
and roots; of thefe they eat much, the flefh being as white and fweet as aRabbit,and 
as fat as is a ^annarj hen, kept up and fatted in a Coop. Of this meat I have alfo ea¬ 
ten, andconfeffe it is a dainty difh there , though I will not fay the fame of a Hedge¬ 
hog here; for what here may be poyfon, there may be good and lawful! meat, by 
fome accidental 1 difference in the creature it felf T and in that which it feeds upon, or in 
the temper of the air and climate. This meat not only the Indians but the beft of the 
Spaniards feed on it; and it is fo much efteemed of, t hat becaufe in Lent they are com¬ 
monly found, the Spaniards will not be deprived of it, but do eat it alfo then, alieadg- 
ing that it is no flefh (though in the eatingitbein fatneffe and in tafte, and in. all like' 
unto flefh) for that it feeds not upon any thing that is very nourifhing, but chiefly 
upon Amits egs, and dry fticks. It is a great point of controverfie amongft their 
Divines, fome hold it lawfull, others unlawfull for that time; it feems the pricks and 
briftles of the Indian Hedge-hog prick their confeienceswithafoolifhfcruple. Another 
kind of meat they feed much on which is called Iguana ; of thefe fome are found in 
the waters, others upon the land. They are longer then a Rabbit, and like unto a Scor¬ 
pion, with fome green, fome black fcales on their backes. Thofe upon the land will 
run very fall like Lizards, and will climbe up trees like Squerrils, and breed in the 
roots of trees or in ftone wals. The fight of them is enough to affright one; and 
yet when they are drefTed and ftewed in broth with a little fpice , they make a dainty 
broth, and eat alfo as white as a Rabbit, nay the middle bone is made juft like 
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the backebone of a Rabbit. They are: dangerous meat, if not throughly boiled r 
and they had almoft coft me my life for eating too much of them, not being dewed 
enough. There are alfo many water and land Tortoi’s,. which the Indians find out 
for themfelves, and alfo relifh exceeding well unto the Spaniards palate. As for drink¬ 
ing, the Indians generally are much given unto it; and drink if they have' nothing 
elfe, oftheir poor and Ample Chocolatte, without Sugar or many compounds,, or of 
Atolle, until! their bellies be ready to burft. But if they can get any drink that will 
make them mad drunk, they will not give it over as long as a drop is left, or a. 
penny remains in their purfe to purchafe it. Amongft themielves they ufe tq make fuch 
drinks as are in operation far ftronger then wine; and thefe they confeftionin fuch great 
Jarres as come from Spam-, wherein they put fome little quantity of water, and fill 
up the Jar with fome Melaflcfs, or juice of the Sugar Cane, or fome honyfor to fweetens 
it; then for the ftrengthning of it, they put roots and leaves; of Tobacco, .with other 
kinde of roots which grow nhere, and they know, to be ftrong in operation,.,nay infome 
places Xhave known where they have put in a live toad, and fo doled up the Jar fora 
fortnight, or moneths fpace, till all that they have put in him, be throughly iieepedand 
the toad confumed,and the drink wel ftrengthened,then they open it,and call their friends 
to the drinking of it, (which commonly they do in the night time, lelf their Pried in the 
Town ihould have notice oftheminthe day) which they never leave off, until! they be 
mad and raging drunk. This drink they call Chicha, which dinketh mod filthily,' 
and certainly is the caufe of many Indians death, efpecially where they ufe the toads 
poyfon with it. Oncelwas informed living in ff/wo, of a great meeting, that was ap¬ 
pointed in an Indians houfe; and I took with me the officers of Judice of the Town, to 
fearch that Indians houfe, where I found four Jarres of Chicha not yet opened, I caufed" 
them to be taken out, and broken in the dreet before his door, and the filthy Chicha to 
be poured out, which left fuch a dinking fent in my nodrils, that with the fine 11'of it, or 
apprehenfion of its loathfomenefTe, I fellto vomiting, andcontinued fickalmoft a whole: 
week after. 

Now the Spaniards knowing this inclination of the Indians unto drunkennefle, do 
hereinmuch abufe and'wrong them; though true it is there is a drift order, even to> : 
the forfeiting of the wine of any one wh<p, (hall prefume to fell wine in a Town of 
Indians , with amony mulft befides. Ye t t for all this the bafer and poorer fort of 
Spaniards for their lucre and gain contemning authority, will go out from Guate¬ 
mala , to the Towns of Indians about, and carry fuch wine to fell and inebriate the 
Natives as may be very advantagious to themfelves; for of one Jar of wine, they 
will make two at lead, confeftioning it with honyand water, and other drong drugs 
which are cheap to them, and drongly operative upon the poor and weak Indians 
heads, and this they will fell for currant Spanijh wine, with fuch pint and quart mea~ 
furps, as never were allowed by Judice Order, but by themfelves invented. With fuch. 
wine they foon intoxicate the poor Indians r and when they have made them drunk,, 
then they will cheat them more, making them pay double for their quart meafure and. 
when they fee they can drink no more, then they will caufe them to lie down and bleep 
and in the mean while will pick their pockets. This is a common fin among thole 
Spaniards of Guatemala , and much praftifed in the City upon the Indians , when they 
come thither to buy or fell. Thofe that keep the Bodegones (fo are called the houfes 
that fell wine, which are no better then a Chandlers {hop, for befides wine they fell 
Candles, Fifh, Salt, Cheefe and Bacon) will commonly intice in the Indians* and make 
them drunk, and then pick their pockets, and turn them out of doores with blowes 
and dripes, if they will not fairly depart. There was in Guatemala in my time one of 
thefe Bo degoners,, or fhopkeeper of wine and fmall ware, named foan Ramos, who 
by thus cheating and tipling poor Indians (as it was generally reported) was worth- 
two hundred thoufand duckates, and in my time gave with a daughter that was marri¬ 
ed, eight thoufand Duckats. No Indian {hould palfe by his door, but he would call 
him in, and play upon him asaforefaid. In my time a Spanijh Farmer, neighbour of 
mine in the Valley of Mixco , chanced to fend to Guatemala his Indian fervants with 
half a dozen mules loaden with wheat to a Merchant, with whom he had agreed be¬ 
fore for the price, and ordered the money to be fent unto him by his fervant (whom 
he had kept fix years, and ever found him trufty) the wheat being delivered, and the 
money received (the which mounted to ten pound, fixteen (hillings, every mule car- 
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rying fix bufhels, at twelve Rials a bufhell, as was then the price) the Indian with ano¬ 

ther Mate of his walking along the ftreets to buy fome fmall commodities, paifed by 
John Ramos\\\s fhop, or bodegon, who enticing him and his mate in, foon tripped up 
their heels with a little coiife&ioned wine for that purpofe, and took away all His 
mony from the intruded Indian , and beat them out of his houfe; who thus drunk being* 
forced to ride home, the Indian that had received the money, fell from his Mule , and 
broke his neck; the other got home without his mate or money. The Farmer pro- 
fecuted John Ramos in the Court for his money, but Ramos being rich and abler to bribe, 
then the Farmer, got off very well, and fo had done formerly in almoft the like cafes! 
Thefe are bui* peccadillo’s among thofe Spaniards , to make drunke, rob, and occafion 
the poor Indians death • whofe death with them is no more regarded nor vindicated 
then the death ofafheep or bullock, that falsintoa pit. And thus having fpoken of 
apparell, houfes, eating and drinking, it remains that I fay fomewhatof their civility, 
and Religion of thofe who lived under the Government of the Spaniards, from the Spani¬ 
ards they have borrowed their Civill Government, and in all Towns they have one or 
two Alcaldes , with more or lefTe Regidores, (who areas Aldermen or Jurates amongft 
us) and (ome Algnaziles, moreorlelfe, whoareasConftables, to execute the orders ^of 
theAlcalde(who is a Maior)with his Brethren.In Towns of three or four hundred families, 
or upwards, there are commonly two Alcaldes, fix Regidores ,two Alguaziles Maiors,and 
fix under or petty Alguaziles. And fome Towns are priviiedged with an Indian Gover- 
nour, who is above the Alcaldes, and all the reft of the Officers. Thefe are changed every 
year by new eleftion, and are chofen by the Indians themfelves, who take their turns by 
the tribes or kindreds, whereby they are divided. Their offices begin.on New; years day, 
and after that day their ele&ion is carryed to the City of Guatemala ( if in that diftrid it 
be made) or elfe to the heads of Juftice, or Spanijh Governours of the feverall Provin¬ 
ces, who confirm the new Eledion, and take account of the laft years expences made by 
the other officers, who carry with them their T own book of accounts • and therefore for 
this purpofe every Town hath a Clerk or Scrivener, called Efcrivano, who commonly 
continueth many years in his office, by reafon of the paucity and unfitnefie of Indian 
Scriveners, who are able to bear fuch a charge. This Clerk hath many fees far his writings 
and informations, and accounts, as have the Spaniards, though not fo much money or 
bribes, but a final! matter, according to the poverty of the Indians. The Governour is 
alfo commonly continued many years, being fome chief man among the Indians , ex¬ 
cept for his mifdemeanours he be complained of, or the Indians in generall do all ftomach 
him. t - 

Thus they being fetled in a civill way of government, they may execute juftice up¬ 
on all fuch Indians of their Town as do notorioufly and fcandaloufly offend. They 
may imprifon, fine, whip, and banifb, but hang and quarter they may not; but muft re¬ 
mit fuch cafes to the Spariifh Governour. So likewife if a Spaniard palling by the 
Town, or living in it, do trouble the peace, and mifdemean himfelf, they may lay 
hold on him, and fend him to the next Spanijh Juftice, with a full information of his 
offence, but fine him or keep him above one night in prifon they may not. This order 
they have againft Spaniards, but they dare not execute it, for a whole Town ftandeth in 
awe of one Spaniard, and though he never fo hainoOlty offend, and be unruly, with 
oathes, threatnings, and drawing of his fword, he maketh them quake and tremble, 
and not prefume to touch him; for they know if they do, they fhall have the worft, 
either by blowes, or by fome mif-information, which he will give againft them. And 
this hath been very often tried, for where Indians have by virtue of their order in- 
deavouredto eurbe an unruly Spaniard in their Town, fome of them have been woun¬ 
ded, others beaten, and when they have carried the Spaniard before aSpani/h Juftice 
and Governour, he hath pleaded for what he hath done, faying it was in his 
own defence, or for his King and Soveraign, and that the Indians would have killed 
him, and began to mutiny all together againft the Spanijh authority, and Govern¬ 
ment, denying to ferve him with what he needed for his way and' journey; that they 
would notbeflaves to give him or any Spaniard any attendance ; and that they would 
make an endof him, and of all the Spaniards. With thefe and fuch like falfe and lying 
mif-informations, the unruly Spaniards have often been beleeved, and too much up¬ 
held in their rude and uncivill mifdemeanors, and the Indians bitterly curbed, and 
nuuifhed, and anfwer made them in fuch cafes, that if they had been killed for their 
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mutiny and rebellion againft the King, and his beft fubjeds, they had been ferved well 
enough; and that if they gave not attendance unto the Spaniards that paffed by their 
Town, their houfesfhould be fired, and they and their children utterly confumed. 
With fuch like anfwers from the Juftices, andcredency to what any bafe Spaniard (hall 
inform againft them, the poor Indians are fain to put up all wrongs done unto them 
not daring to meddle with any Spaniard, be he never fo unruly, by virtue of that 
Order which they have againft them. Amongft themfelves, if any complaint be made 
againft any Indian, they dare not meddle with himuntill they call all his kindred and 
elpecially the head of that tribe to which he belongeth; who Jf he and the’ reft 
together , find him to deferve imprifonment, or whipping, or any other punifhment, 
then the Officers of Juftice, the Alcaldes or Maiors, and their Brethren the Jurates ini 
Aid upon him that punifhment; which all (hall agree upon. But yet after judg¬ 
ment and fentence given, they have another which is their laft appeal, if they pleafe, 
and that is to their Prieft and' Fryer, who liveth in their Town, by whom they will 
fometimes be judged, and undergo what punifhment he fhall think fitted. To the 
Church therefore they often refort in points of Juftice, thinking the Prieft knoweth 
more of Law and equity, then themfelves: who fometimes reverieth what judgement 
hath been given in the Town houfe, blaming the Officers for their partiality and paffion 
againft their poor Brother, and fetting free the party judged by them; which the 
Prieft does oftentimes, if fuch an Indian do belong to the Church, or to the fervice 
of their houfe, or have any other relation to them, peradventure for their wives fake, 
whom either theyaffed or imployin wafhing, or making their Chocolatte. Such’ 
and their husbands may live lawleffe as long as the Prieft is in the Town. And if 
when the Prieft is abfent, they call them to triall for any mifdemeanor,and whip,fine, 
or imprifon, (which occafion they will fometimes pick out on purpo’fe) when the 
Prieft returnes, they fhall be fure to hear of it, and fmartforit, yea, and the Officers 
themfelves peradventure be whipped in the Church, by the Priefts order and appoint¬ 
ment; againft whom they dare not fpeak , but willingly accept what ftripes and pu, 
niftwnent he layeth upon them, judging his wifdome, fentence, and punifhing hand, 
the wifdome, fentence and hand of God; whom as they have been taught to be over 
all Princes, Judges, worldly Officers, fo likewife they believe, ( and have been fo taught) 
that his Priefts and Minifters are above theirs, and all worldly power and authority. 
It happened unto me living in the Town of Mixco, that an Indian being judged to 
be whipped for fome diforders, which he committed, would not yeeld to the fentence 
but appealed to me, faying he would have his ftripes in the Chureh, and by my or¬ 
der, forfo he faid his whipping would do him good, as coming from the hand of 
God. When he was brought unto me , I could not reverfethe Indians judgment,for 
it was juft, andfo caufedhimto be whipped, which he took very patiently and mer¬ 
rily, and after kiffed my hands and gave me an offering of money for the good he 
faid, I had done unto his foul. Befides this civility of juftice amongft them, they live 
as in other Civill and Politick and well governed Common-wealths • for in moft of 
their Towns, there are fome that profeffe fuch trades as are pradifed among Spaniards 
There are amongft them Smiths, Taylors, Carpenters, Mafons, Shoemakers, and the 
like. It was my fortune to fet upon a hard and difficult building in a Church of 
Mixco, where I defired to make a very broad and capacious vault over the Chappell, 
which was the harder to be finifhed in around circumference, becaufeit depended up- 
a triangle, yet for this work I fought none but Indians , fome of the Town, fome 
from other places,who made it fo compleat,that the beft and skilfulleft workmen among 
the Spaniards had enough to wonder at it. So are moft of their Churches vaulted 
on the top, and all by Indians ; they only in my time built a new Cloifter in the Town 
of Amatitlan, which they finifhed with many Arche* offtone both in the lower walks 
and in the upper galleries, with as much perfedion as the beft Cloifter of Guatemala, 
bad before been built by the Spaniard. Were they more incouragcd by the Spaniards, 
and taught better principles both for foul and body, doubtleffe they would among 
themfelves make a very good Common-wealth. For painting they are much inclined 
to it, and moft of the pidures, and Altars of the Countrey Towns are their workman- 
Ihip. In moft of their Towns they have a Schoole, where they are taught to read, 
to ing, and fome to write. To the Church there do belong according as the Town 
t$in bignefle, lo many Singers, and Trumpeters, and Waits,over whom the Prieft hath 
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one Officer, who is called Fifcal-, he goeth with a white Staffe with a little Silver Croffie on 
the top to reprefent the Church,and fhew that he is the Priefts Clerk and Officer. When 
any cafe is brought to be examined by the Prieft, this Fifcail or Clerk executeth Juftice 
fey the Priefts Order .He muft be one that can read and write,and is commonly the Mailer 
of mufick. He is bound upon the Lords day and other Saints dayes, to gather to the 
Church before and after Service all the young youths and maids, and to teach them the 
Prayers, Sacraments, Commandements, and other points of Catechifme allowed by 
the Church of Rcme■ In the morning he and the other Muficians at the found of the 
Bell, are bound to come to the Church to fing and officiate at Matfe, which in many 
Towns they performe with Organs and other Muficall inftruments, (as hath been 
obferved before ) as well as Spaniards. So likewife at evening at five of the clock they 
• are again to refort to Church, when the Bell calleth to fing Prayers, which they 
call Completa's, or Completory, with Salve Regina, a prayer to the Virgin Afar y-This 
Fifcal is a great man in the Town, and beares more fway then'the Maiors, Jurates,and 
other Officers of Juftice, and when the Prieft is pleafed, giveth attendance to him, 
goeth about his arrants, appointeth fuch as are to wait on him when he rideth out 
of Town. Both he and all that doe belong unto the Church,' are exempted from 
the common weekly fervice of the Spaniards, and from giving attendance to Tra¬ 
vellers, and from other Officers of Juftice. But they are to attend with their Wait', 
Trumpets and Mufick, upon any great man or Prieft that cometh to their Town, and’ 
to make Arches with boughs and flowers in the ftreets for their entertainment. Befides 
thefe, thofe alfo that do belong unto the fervice of thePrieftshoiife, are priviledged 
from the Spaniards fervice. Now the Prieft hath change of fervants by the week, who 
take their turnes fo, that they may have a week or two to fpare to do their Work. If 
it be a great Town, he hath three Cooks allowed him, (if afmall Town, but two) 
men Cooks who change their turns, except he have any occafion of feafting, then 
they all come. So likewife he hath two or three more (whom they call Chahal) a£ 
Butlers, who keep whatfoever provifion is in the houfe unddr lock and key; and give 
to the Cook what the Prieft appointeth to be drelfed for his dinner or fupper ; thefe 
keep the Table Clothes, Napkins,Dilhes, and Trenchers, and lay the Cloth, and take a- 
way, and wait at the Table; he hath befides three or four, and in great Towns half 
a dozen of boyes to do his arrants, wait at the Table, and fleep in the houfe all thd 
week by their turns, who with the Cooks and Butlers dine and fup conftantly in the 
Priefts houfe, and at bis charges. He hath alfo at dinner and fupper times the atten¬ 
dance offome old women (who alfo take their turns) to overfee half a dozen yong 
ftiaids, who next to the Priefts houfe do meet to make him and his family Tortilla's 
or Cakes of Maiz, which the boyes do bring hot to the Table by halfe a dozen at 
a time. Befides thefe fervants, if he have a Garden he is allowed two or three Gar¬ 
deners ; and for his ftable, atleaft half a dozen Indians, who morning and evening are 
to bring him Sacate (as there they call it) or herb and grafle for his Mules and Horfes, 
thefe diet not in the houfe; but the groome of the ftable, who is to come at morning, 
noon and Evening, (and therefore are three or four to change) or at any time that 
the Prieft will ride out; thefe I fay and the Gardners (when they are at work) dine 
and fup at the Priefts charges' who fometimes in great Towns hath above a dozen 
to feed and provide for. There are befides belonging to the Church priviledged from 
the weekly attendance upon the Spaniards two or three Indians , called Sacriftanes,who 
have care of the Veftry and Copes, and Altar Clothes, and every day make ready; 
the Altar or Altars for Maife; alfo to every Company or Sodality of the Saints, of 
Virgin, there are two or three, whom they call Mayordomo's, who gather about the 
Town Aimes for the maintaining of the Sodality; thefe alfo gather Egges about the 
Town for the Prieft every week, and give him an account of their gatherings, and al¬ 
low him every moneth, or fortnight, two Crownes for a Maife to be fung to the 
Saint. 

If there be any filhing place neer the Town, then the Prieft alfo is allowed for to 
feek him filh three of four, and in fome places half a dozen Indians, befides the offerings 
in the Church, and many other offerings which they bring whenfodver they come to 
fpeak unto the Prieft, or confeffe with him, or for a Saints feau to be celebrated , 
and befides their Tithes of every thing, there is a monethly maintenance in money al¬ 
lowed unto the Prieft, and brought unto him by the Alcaldes, of Maiors, and Jurates, 
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which he fetteth his hand unto in a book of the Towns expences. This maintenance 
(though it be allowed by the Spanijh magidrateand paid in the Kings name for the 
preaching of the Gofpel) yet it comes out of the poor Indians purfes and labour,and 
is either gathered about the Town, or taken out of the Tribute, which they pay 5 un¬ 
to the I<ing T or from a common plat of ground which with the help of all is fowed 
and gathered in and fold for that purpole. All the Towns in America , which are 
civilized and under the Spanifi government, belong either to the Crown, or to fome 
other Lords, whom they call Encomendero’s, and pay a yearly tribute unto them. Thofe 
that are tenants to their Lords or Encomenden/s (who commonly are fuch as defcend 
from the firft conquerers) pay yet unto the King fome fmall tribute in money, befides 
what they pay in other kind of commodities unto their own Encomendero, 7 and in 
money alfo. There is no Town fo poor, where every married Indian doth not pay at the 
lead in money four Rials a year for tribute to the King , befides other four Rials to his 
Lord or Encomendero. And if the Town pay only to the King,they pay at lead fix, and 
in fome places eight Rials by datute, befides what other commodities are common to 
the Town or Countrey where they live, as Maiz, (that is paid in all Towns) hony. 
Turkeys,, fowles, fait, Cacao, Mantles of Cotton-wool; and the like commodi¬ 
ties they pay who are fubjeft to an Encomendero ; but fuch pay only mony, not com¬ 
modities to the King. The mantles of tribute are much edeemed of, for they are 
choifeones, and of a bigger fize then others r fo likewife is the tribute Cacao y Acloiotte, 
Cochinil, where it is paid; for the bed is fet apart for the Tribute;.. and if the Indians 
bring that which is not prime good, they {hall furely be lafhed, and fent back for 
better. The heads of thefeverall Tribes have care to gather it, and to deliver it to the 
Alcaldes and Regidores, Maiors and Jurates, who carry it either to the Kings Exche- 
quer in the City, or to the neared Spanijh Judice (if it belong to the King) or to 
the Lord , or Encomendero of the Town. In’nothing I ever perceived the Spani¬ 
ards mercifull and indulgent unto the Indians , but in this, that if an Indian be very 
weak, poor and fiekly and not able to work, or threefcore and ten years of age, 
he is freed from paying any tribute. There be alfo fome Towns priviledged from 
this tribute; which are thofe which can prove themfelves to have defcended from Tlax- 
callan , or from certain Tribes or families of or about Mexico , who helped the firft 
Spaniards in the conqued of that Gountrey. As for their carriage and behaviour,the 
Indians are very courteous and loving, and of a timorous nature, and willing to ferve 
and to obey, and to do good, if they be drawn by love; but where they are too much 
tyrannized, they are dogged, unwilling to pleafe, or to work; and will choofe ra¬ 
ther drangling and death then life. They are very trudy, and never were known to 
commit any robbery of importance; fo that the Spaniards dare trud to abide with them 
in« wildernede all night, though they have bags of gold about them. So. for fecrecy 
they are very clofe; and will not reveal any thing againd their own Natives, ora Spa¬ 
niards credit and reputation, if they be any way affefted to him. But above all un¬ 
to their Pried they are very refpe&ive unto him ; and when they come to fpeak unto 
him, put on their bed clothes, dudy their complements and wojrds to pleafe him. They 
are very abundant in their expreffions, and full of circumlocutions adorned with pa¬ 
rables and fimile’s to expreffe their rni'nd and intention. I have often fat dill for the 
fpaee of an hour, only hearing fome old women make their fpeeches unto me, with, 
fo many elegancies in their tongue (which in Englijh would be non-fenle, or barba¬ 
rous expreffions ) as would make me wonder, and learn by their fpeeches more of 
their language, then by any other" endevour or dudy of mine own. And if I coula 
reply unto them in the like phrafes and expreffions (which I would often endevour ) 
t fhould be fure to win their hearts, and get any thing from them. As for their Religi¬ 
on, they are outwardly fuch as the Spaniards, but inwardly hard to believe that which 
is above fenfe,nature, and the vifible fight of the eye; and many of them to this day do 
incline to worfhip Idols ofdocks and dones, and are given to much fuperdition, and to 
obferve crolfe wayes, and meeting of beads in them, the flying of birds, their appearing 
and finging neer their houfes at fuch and fuch times. Many are given to witchcraft, 
and are deluded by the Devill to believe that their life dependeth upon the life of fuch 
and fuch a bead (which they take unto them as their familiar fpirit) and think that 
when that bead dieth they mud die ; when he is chafed, their hearts pant, when he 
is faint they are faint; nay it happeneth that by the devils delufion they appear in the 
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Ihape of that bead, ( which commonly by their choice is a 'Buck, Or Doe, a Lion of 
Tigre ? or Dog, or Eaglet and in that Ihape have been fhot at and wounded, as I ifraU 
(hew in the Chapter following. And for this reafon (aslcame to underhand’ by fome 
of them) they yeeld unto the Popilh Religion,, eipetially to the worlhiping of Saints 
Images, becaufe they look upon them as much like unto their forefathers Idols; and 
fecondly, becaufe they, fee fome of them painted with Beads,- as Hierom with a Lyon! 
Anthony with an Affe, and other wild beads, Dominic ith a Dog, BUs with a Hog' 
Marke with a Bull, and John with an Eagle, they are more confirmed in their delufi- 
ons, and think verily thofe Saints were of their opinion, and that, thofe beads were 
their familiar fpirits in Whofe Ihape they alfo were transformed when they, lived, and 
with whom they died. All Indians are much affe&ed unto thefe Popilh Saints’ but 
efpecially thofe which are given to witchcraft, and out of the fmalnedfe of their means 
they will be furetobuy fome of thefe Saints and bring them to the Church, that there 
they may dand and be worfhipped by them and others. The Churches are full of them? 
and theyare placed upon danders gilded or painted, to be carried in procefiion upon 
mens (houlders, upon their proper day. And from hence cometh no little profit to the 
Prieds; for upon fuch Saints daies, the owner of the Saint maketh a-greatfead in the 
Town, and prefenteth ulitothe Pried fometiines two or three, fometinfas four or five 
crownes for his Made and Sermon, befidesa Turkey and three or foar fowls, with as 
much Cacao as will ferve to make him Chocolacte for all the whole Ottave or eight 
dayes following. So that in fome Churches, where there are at lead fourty of thefe Saints 
Statues and Images, they bring unto the Pried at lead fourty pounds a year. The Pried- 
therefore is very watchfiiH over thofe Saints dayes, and fendeth warning beforehand 
unto the Indians of the day of their Saint,. that they may provide themlelves for the 
better celebrating it both at home and in the Church. If they contribute not boun¬ 
tifully, then the Pried will- chide, afid threaten that he will not preach. Some Indians 
through poverty have been unwilling to contribute any thing at all, or to folemnize in 
the Church and at his houfe his Saints day, but then the Pried hath threatned to cad) 
his Saints image out of the Church, faying that the Church ought not to be filled 
with fuch Saints as are unprofitable to foul and body, and that in futh a datues room 
one may dand, which may do more good by occafioning a folemn celebration of one 
day more in the year. So likewife if the Indian that owed one of thofe Images die 
and leave children? they are to take care of that Saint as part of their inheritance, and 
to provide that his day be kept; but if no fon, or heirs be left, then the Pried calleth 
for the heads of the feverall Tribes, and for the chief officers of judice, and maketh a 
fpeech unto them, wherein he declareth that part of the Church ground is. taken up: 
in vain by fuch an image, and his dander, without any profit either to the Pried, the 
Church, or the Town, no heir or owner being left alive to provide for that orphan Satnt; 
toownit; and that in cafe they will not feek out who may take charge of him, and 
of his day, the Pried willnot differ him to dand idle in his Church, like thofe whom, 
our Saviour in the Gofpell rebuked, Quid hie fiatis rna die otwji ? for that they dood 
idle in the market all the day (thefe very expredions have I heard there from fome Fri¬ 
ers ) and therefore that.he mud banilh fuch a Saints pidure out of the Church, and 
mud deliver him up before them into the Judices hands to be kept by them in the 
Town-houfe, untill fuch time as he may be bought and owned by fome good Chrifti- 
an. The Indians when they hear thefe expredions, begin to fear, led fome judge¬ 
ment may befall their Town for differing a Saint to be excommunicated and cad out 
of their Church, and therefore prefent unto the Pried fofiie offering for his prayers unto; 
the Saint, that he may do them no harme, and defire him to limit them a time tov 
bring him ananfwer for the difpofing of that Saint (thinking it will prove a difparage-1 
ment and affront unto their Town, if what once hath belonged to the Church, be now, 
out, and delivered up to the feeular power) and that in the mean time, they wiH find' 
out dome good Chridian, either of the neered friends and kindred to him or them : 
who fird owned the Saint, or elfe fome dranger, who may buy that Saint of the 
Pried (if he continue in the Church) or of the feeular power (if he be ead out of 
the Church and delivered up unto them, which they are unwilling to. yeeld.to,hayiog* 
been taught of judgements in fuch a cafe like to befall them) and may by fome fpeedyr 
fead and folemnity appeafe the Saints anger towards them, for having been fo fleigh-: 
red by the Town. Alas.poor Indians , what will they not ba brought unto: by thofe; 
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Fryers and Priefts, who ftudy nothing more then their own ends, and to enrich them¬ 
selves from the Church and Altar 1 their policies (who are the wife and prudent chil¬ 
dren of this world Ipokenofin the Gofpell) can eafily overtop and mailer the ffm- 
plicity of the poor Indians ; who rather then they will bring an affront upon their 
Town , by fuffering any of their Saints to be call out of their Church, or to be with 
mony redeemed out of the Secular powers hands, will make hail to prefent unto him 
an owner of that orphan Saint, who for him fhall give to the Prieft not only what he 
may be prized to be worth in a Painters {hop for the workmanftiip, gold and colours 
belonging to him; but befides {hall prefent him what before hath been obferved, for* 
the fole.mnizing of his feaft. Thefe fealls bring yet unto the Saints more profit then 
hitherto hath been Spoken of- for the Indians have been taught that upon Such dayes 
they ought to offer up fomewhat unto the Saints; and therefore they prepare either 
money (lome a Riall, fome two. Some more) or elfe commonly about Guatemala white 
\vax-candles, and in other places Cacao, or fruits, which they lay before the image 
of the Saint, whilft the Maffe is celebrating. Som e-Indians will bring a bundle of can¬ 
dles of a dozen tied together of Rials a piece fome, fome of three or four for a Riall, 
and will if they be let alone light them all together and burn them out, fo that the 
Prieft at the end of the Maffe will find nothing but the ends. Therefore (knowing 
well of the wayes of policy and eovetoufneffe) he chargeth the Church officers, whom 
I faid before were called Majwdomos to look to the offerings,and not to fuffer the In¬ 
dians who bring candles to light more then one before the Saint, and to lave the other 
before him unlighted (having formerly taught them, that the Saints are as well pleafed 
with their whole candles as with their burnt candles) that fo. he may have the more 
to fell and make money of. After Maffe the Pfiell and the Mayordomos rakeand fweep 
away from the Saint whatfoever they find hath been offered unto him • fo that fome- 
times in a great Town uponfucha Saints day'the Prieft may havein money twelve or 
twenty Rials, and fifty or a hundred candles, which may be worth unto him twenty or 
thirty {hillings, befides fome ends and pieces. Moil of the Fryers zboutGuatema/a 
are with thefe offerings as well ftored with candles, as is any Wax-chandlers {hop in 
the City. And the fame candles which thus they have received by offerings they 
need not care to fell them away to Spaniards,who come about to buy them (though fome 
will rather fell them together to fuch though cheaper, that their money might come in 
all at once) for the Indians themfelves when they want again any candles tor the like 
feaft, or for a Chriftening, and for a womans Churching (at which times they alfo 
offer candles) will buy their own again of the Prieft , who fometimes receiveth the 
fame candles and money for them again five or fix times. And becaufe they find that the 
Indians incline very much to this kind of offerings, and that they are fo profitable un¬ 
to them, the Fryers do much preffe upon the Indians in their preaching this point of 
their Religion, and devotion. But if you demand of thefe ignorant, but zealous of¬ 
ferers the Indians an account of any point of faith, they will give you little or none. 
The myftery of the Trinity, and of the incarnation of Chrill, and our redemption 
by him is too hard for them; they will only anfwer what they have been taught in a 
Catechifme of queftionsand anfwers; but if you aske them if they believe fuch a 
point of Chriftianity, they will never anfwer affirmatively, but only thus. Perhaps it 
may befo. They are taught there the doftrine of Rome , that Chrifts body is truely 
and really prefent in the Sacrament, and no bread in fubftance,but only the accidents; 
if the wifeft Indian be asked, whether he believe this, he will anfwer. Perhaps it may 
befo. Oncean Old woman, who was held to be very religions, in the Town of Mixco ,, 
came to me about receiving the Sacrament, and whileft I was inftrufting of her, I asked 
her if fhe believed that Chrifts body was in the Sacrament,{he anfwered, Peradventure it 
may befo. A little while after to try her and get her out of this ftrain and common an- 
fwer,I asked her what and who was in the Sacrament which {he received from the Priefts 
hand at the Altar ; {he anfwered nothing for a while, and at laft I preffed upon her for 
an affirmative anfwer: and then {he began to look about to the Saints in the Church, 
(which was dedicated to a Saint which they call S t. Dominick) and, as it feemed, be¬ 
ing troubled and doubtful what to fay,at laft {he caft her eyes upon the high Altar; but I 
feeing {he delayed the time, asked her again,who was in the Sacrament ? to which fhe re- 
plyedjSt. Dominick who was the Patron of that Church and Town. At this I fmiled, and 
would yet further try her fimpiicicy with a fimple queftiou.I told her {he faw St. Dominick, 
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was painted with a dog by him holding a torch in his mouth, and the globe of the 
world at his feet; I asked her, whether all this were with St. Dominick^ in the Sacra¬ 
ment? To which (he anfwered, Perhaps it might be fo; wherewith I began to elude 
her, and to inftru&her. But mine inftruttion, nor all the teaching and preaching of 
thofe Spanijh Priefts hath not yet well grounded them in principles of faith; they are 
dull and heavie to believe or apprehend of God, or of heaven,more then with fenl'e of 
reafon they can conceive. Yet they go and run that Way they fee the Spaniards run, 
and as they are taught by their Idolatrous Priefts : Who have taught them much for¬ 
mality, and fo they are (as our Formalifts formerly in England ) very formall, but 
little fubftantiall in Religion. They have been taught that when they come to confefli- 
on, they mull offer fomewhat to the Prieft, and that by their gifts and almes, their (ini 
(hall be fooner forgiven; this they do fo formally obferve, that wherifoever they 
come to confeffion, but efpecially in Lent, none of them dareth to come with empty 
hands; fome bring money, fome honey, fome egs, fome fowls, fome fifh, fome Ca¬ 
cao, fome one thing, fome another, fothat the Prieft hath a plentiful harveft in Ler.t 
for his pains in hearing their Confeflions. They have been taughc that alfo when they 
receive the Communion, they muft furely every one give at lealt a Riallto the Prieft, 
(furely England was never taught in America to buy the Sacrament with a two pence 
offering, and yet this cuftome too much pra&ifedand preffed upon the people) which 
they performe fo, that I have known fome poor Indians, who have for a week or two 
forborn from coming to the Communion untill they could get a Rial! offering. It is 
to be wondred what the Priefts do get from thofe poor wretches in great Towns by 
Confeffion and Communion Rials in great Towns, where they denie the Sacrament 
to none that will receive it, (and in fome Towns I have known a thoufand Commu¬ 
nicants) and force all above twelve and thirteen years of age to come to Confeffion iu 
the Lent. They are very formall alfo in obferving Romes Munday, Thurfday, and 
good-Friday, and then they make their monuments and feptrichers, wherein they 
fet their Sacrament, and watch it all day and night, placing before it a Crucifix oft 
the ground, with two bafins on each fide to hold the (ingle or double- Rials, which 
every one muft offer when he cometh creeping upon his knees, and bare-footed to kiffe 
Chrifts hands, feet, and fide. The candles which for that day and night and next 
morning are burned at the Sepulchre are bought with another Contribution-Rial!, 
which is gathered from houfe to houfe from every Indian for that pufpofe. Their 
Religion is a dear and lick-penny religion for fuch poor Indians , and yet tney are car¬ 
ried along in it formally and perceive it not. They are taught that they muft remember 
the fouls in Purgatory, and therefore that they muft caft their Aimes into a Cheft,which 
ftandeth for that purpofe in their Churches, whereof the Prieft keepeth die key, and 
openeth it when he wanteth money, or when he pleafeth. I have often opened fome 
of thofe chefts, and have found in them many fin gle Rials, fome halfe pieces of eight, 
and fome whole pieces of eight. And becaufe what is loft and found in the high-wayes, 
muft belong to fome body, if the true owner be not known, they have been taught 
that fuch monies or goods belong alfo to the fouls departed; wherefore the Indians 
(furely more for fear or vanities fake that they may be well thought on by the Prieft) 
if they find any thing loft will beftow it upon the foules furer then the Spaniards them- 
felves (who if they find a purfe loft will keep it,) and will bring it either to the Prieft 
br caft it into the Cheft. An Indian of Mixco had found a Patacon or piece of eight in 
a high-way, and when he came to Confeffion, he gave it unto me telling me he durft 
not keep it, left the fouls fhould appear unto him, and demand it. So upon the fe- 
cond day of November which they call All-foules day, they are extraordinary foolifh 
and fuperftitious in offering monies, fowles, egs and Mai?, and other commodities 
for the fouls good, but it proves for the profit of the Prielt, who after MafTe wipes 
away to his chamber all that which the poor gulled and deluded Indians had’ offered 
unto thofe fouls, which needed neither money, food, nor any other provifion, and 
he fils his purfe, and pampers his belly with it. A Fryer that lived in Petapa boafted 
unto me once that upon their All-foules day, his offerings had been about a hundred 
Rials, two hundred Chickens and fowls, half a dozen Turkeyes, eight buffiels of 
Mari’ three hundred egs,; four fontles of Cacao, (every fontle being four hundred 
granes) twenty clufters of planting, above a hundred wax-candles, befides fome 
loaves of bread, and other trifles of fruits. All which being fummed up according. 
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to the price of the things there, and with confideration of the coyn of mony there 
(half a Riall, or threepence being there the.feaft coin) mounts to above eight pounds 
of our money,, a fair and goodly ftipendfora Mafie, brave wages for half an hours 
work; a politick ground for that Error of Purgatory, if the dead bring to the living 
Prieft fuch wealth in one day only. Chriftmas day with the reft of thofe holy daies 
is no lelfe fuperftitioufly obferved by thefe Indians ; foragainft that time they frame 
andfet in fome corner of their Church a little thatched houfe like a ftall, which they 
.call Bethlehem, with a blazing Star over,, pointing it unto the three Sage wife men from 
the Eaft; within this ftall they lay in a Crib, a child madeofwood, painted and guilded 
(who reprefents Chrift new borne unto them) by him ftands Mary on the one fide, and 
}ofeph on the other, and an AfTe likewife on the one fide and an Oxe on the other, made 
by hands, the three wife men of the Eaft kneel before the Crib offering gold, Frankin- 
cenfe and Myrrhe, the fhepheards ftand aloof off offering their Countrey gifts, fome a 
Kid, fome a Lambe, fome Milk, fome Cheefe and Curds, (ome fruits, the fields are alfo 
there reprefented with flocks of Sheep and Goats; the Angels they hang about the ftall 
fome with Vials, fome with Lutes, fome with Harps, a goodly mumming and filent fta«<? 
play, to draw thofe fimple fouls to look about, and to delight their fenfes and fantafies 
in the Church. 

There is not an Indian that cometh to- fee that fuppofed Bethlehem, (and there is 
not any in the Town but. doth come to fee it) who bringeth not either money or 
fomewhat elle for his offering. Nay the policy of the Priefts hath been fuch,. that 
(toftir up the Indians with their Saints example) they have taught them to’bring 
their Saints upon all the holy dayes,. untill Twelfth day in Procefiion unto this Beth¬ 
lehem to offer their gifts, according to the number of the Saints that ftand in the Church, 
fome daies there come five, fome daies eight, fome daies ten, dividing them into fucli 
order, that by Twelfth day all may have come and offered, fome mony, fome one thing, 
fome another; The owner of the Saint, he cometh before the Saint with his friends 
and kindred (if there be no fodality or company belonging unto that Saint) and 
being very well apparelled for that purpofe, he. bowes himfelf and kneels to the Crib, 
and then riling takes from the Saint what he bringeth and leaveth it there, and fo 
departs. : But if there be a fodality belonging to the Saint, then the Mayordomo’s otr 
chief Officers of that company they come before the Saint, and do homage, and of¬ 
fer as before hath been faid. But upon Twelfth day the Alcaldes, Maiors,’jurates, 
and other Officers of Juftice, muft offer after the example of the Saints, and’the three 
Wife men of the Eaft (whom the Church of Rome teacheth to have been Kings) be- 
caufe they reprefent the Kings power and authority. And all thefe daies they have 
about the Town and in the Church a dance of Shepheards, who at Chriftmas Eve at 
midnight begin before this Bethlehem , and then they muft offer a Iheep amongft them. 
Other dance clothed like Angels and with wings, and all to draw the people more 
to feefights in the Church, thento worfhip God in Spirit and in Truth. Candlemas 
day is no leffe fuperftitioufly obferved ;• for then the pi dure of Mary comes in procefiion 
to the Altar, and offereth up her Candles and Pigeons, or Turtle-Doves unto the Prieft, 
and all the Town muft imitate her example, and bring their Candles to be blefled and 
hallowed; of four or five, or as many as they bring, one only {hall be reftored back 
unto them, becaufe they are bleffed , all the reft are for the Prieft, to whom the Indians 
refort after to buy them, and give more then ordinary, becaufe they are hall owed Can T 
dies. At Whitfuntide they have another fight, and that is in the Church alfo, whilft 
a Hymne is fung of the Holy Ghoft, the Prieft (landing before the Altar with his face 
turned to the people, they have a device to let fall a Dove from above over his head welj 
dreffed with flowers, and for above half an hour, from holes made for that purpofe,they 
drop down flowers about the Prieft (hewing the gifts of the Holy Ghoft to him, which 
example the ignorant and fimple Indians are willing to imitate, offering alfo their 
gifts unto him. Thus all the year are thofe priefts and Fryers deluding the poor peo¬ 
ple for their ends, enriching themfelves with their gifts, placing Religion in meer 
Policy ; and thus doth the Indians Religion eonfift more in fights, (hewes and forma¬ 
lities, then in any true fubftance. But as fweet meat muft have fowre fawce; fo this 
fweetnefle and pleafing delight of' fhewes in the Church hath its fowre fawce once a 
year (befides the iowreneife of poverty which.followeth to them by giving fo many gifts 
unto the Prieft)for } to (hew that in their Religion there is fome bitternefleand fowreneffe. 
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they make the Indians whip themfelv.es the week before Eafter, like the Spaniards , 
which thofe fimples both men and women perform with fuch cruelty to their own 
flefo, that they butcher it, mangle and tear their backs, till fome fwound, nayfome 
(as I have known) have died under their own whipping, and have felfe murthered them- 
i'elves, which the Priefts regard not, becaufe their death is fure to bring them at leaft 
three or four Crownes fora Malfe for their foules, and other offerings of their 
friends. 

Thus in Religion they are fuperftitioufly led on, and blinded in the obfervance of 
what they have been taught more for the good and profit of their Priefts, then for any 
good of their fouls, not perceiving that their Religion is a Policy to inrich their teachers. 

But not only do the fryers and Priefts live by them and eat the fweat of their browes; 
but alfo all the Spaniards , who not only with their work and fervi'ce (being themfelves 
many given to idlenefle) grow wealthy arid rich • but with needleffe pffices, and autho¬ 
rity are ftiil fleecing them, and taking from them that little which they gain with much 
hardneffe and feverity. 

The Prefident of Guatemala , the Judges of that Chancery,the Governours and High 
Juftices of other parts of the Countrey, that they may advance and inrich their menial! 
iervants, make the poor Indians the liibjed of their bountifulneffe towards fuch. Some 
have offices to vifit as often as they pleafe their Towns, and fo fee what every Indian hath 
(owed of Maiz, for the maintenance of his wife and children; Others vifite them to 
fee what fowlesthey keep for the good and ftore of the Countrey; others have order 
to fee whether their houfes be decently kept and their beds orderly placed according 
to their Families • others have power to call them out to mend and repair the high 
wayes, and others have Commifiion to number the.Families and Inhabitants of the 
feverall Towns , to fee how they increafe, that their Tribute may not decreafe, but ftiil 
be raifed. And all this, thofe officers do never perform but fo , that for their pains 
they muft have from every Indian an allowance to bear their charges,^ (which indeed 
are none at all) for as long as they ftay in the T own, they may call for what fowtes 
and provifion they pleafe without paying for it. When they come to number the 
Towns, they call by lift every Indian and taufehis children, fonnes and daughters to 
be brought before them, to fee if they be fit to be married; and if they be of growth and 
age, and be not married, the fathers are threatned for keeping them unmarried, and as 
idle lives the Town without paying tribute $ and according to the number of the 
fonnes and daughters that are marriageable, the Fathers tribute is raifed and in- 
creafed, untill they provide husbands ^nd wives for their fons and daughters, who as 
foon as’ they are married, are charged with tribute; which that it may increafe,they 
will fuffer none above fifteen yeers of age to live unmarried, Nay the fet time of age of 
marriage appointed for the Indians, 'vs at fourteen years for the man, and thirteen 
for the woman, alleadging that they are foonefi ripe for the fruit of Wedlock,and former 
ripe in knowledge and malice, and ftrength for work and fervice, then are any o- 
ther people. Nay fometimes they force them to marry who are fcarce twelve and thir¬ 
teen years of age, if they find them well limbed, and ftrong in body, explicating 
a point of one of Ernes Canons, which alloweth fourteen and fifteen years, nifi ma¬ 
in ia fuppleat atatem. When I my felf lived in Pinola, that Town by order of Don f nan 
de Gunman, (a great Gentleman of Guatemala , to whom it belonged) was numbred,arrd 
an increafe of tributary Indians was added unto it by this means. The numbring it 
lafted a full week, andinthat fpace was commanded to joynin marriage neer twenty 
couple, which, with thofe that before had been married fince the laflnumbring of it, , 
made up to the Encomendero or Lord of it an increafe of about fifty Families.But it was 
a fhame to fee how young fome were that at that time were forced to marriage, neither 
could all my ftrivingand reafoning prevail to the contrary, nor the producing oftheRe- 
gifter Book to fliew their age, but that fome were married of between twelve and thir¬ 
teen years of age, and one efpecially who in the Regifter book was found to be not ful¬ 
ly of twelve years, whole knowledge and ftrength of body was judged to fupply the want 
of a«e. In this manner even in the rnoft free ad of the will, (which ought to be in 
marnaoe) are thofe poor Indians forced and • made flaves by the Spaniards, to fupply 
with tribute the want of their purfes, and themeannefle of their Eftates. Yet under 
this yoke and burden they are cheerfull, and much given to. feafting, fporting and. 
dancing, as they particularly {hew in the chief feafts of their Townes, which are kept 
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upon that Saints day to whom their Town is dedicated. And certainly this fuperftition- 
hath continued alfo in England from the Popiih times, to keepFairesin many of our 
Towns upon Saints dayes (which is the intent of the Papifts to draw in the people and 
Country by way of commerce and trading one with another,to honor ,worfhip, and pray 
to that Saint to whom the Town is dedicated)' or elfe why are-our Eaires common¬ 
ly kept upon John Baptifi, James, Peter, Matthew, Bartholomew, Holy Rood, Lady days 
and the like, and not as well a day or two before, or a day or two after, which would- 
be as good and fit dayes to buy and fell, as the other? True it is, our Reformation 
alloweth not the worshipping 1 of Saints, yet that folemn meeting of the people to Fair? 
and mirth, andfport upon thofe dayes it hath kept and continued, that fo the Saint? 
and their dayes may be and continue ftill in our remembrance. There is no Town 
in the India’s great or frnall (though it be but of twenty families) which is not dedi¬ 
cated thus unto our Lady or unto fome Saint, and the remembrance of that Saint is 
continued in the mindes not only of them that live in the Town, but of all that live 
far and near by commercing, trading, fporting and dancing, offering unto the Saint 
and bowing, kneeling, and praying before him. Before this day cometh, the 
Indians of the Town two-or three Monthes have their meetings at night, and prepare, 
themfelves forfueh dances as are moft commonly ufed among them; and in thefe their 
meetings they drinke much both of Chocolatte ana Chieha. For every kind of dance 
th ey have feverall houfes appointed, and matters ofthat dance, who teach the reft that 
they may be perfected in it againft the Saints day. For the moft part of thefe two- 
or three months the filence ofthe night is unquieted, what with their finging, what 
with their hollowing, what with their beating upon the fhels of fifties^ what with their 
Waits, and what with their piping. And when the feaft cometh, then they ad pub- 
lickly, and 1 for the fpace of eight dayes, what privately they had pradifedbefore. They 
are that day well apparelled with Hikes, fine linnen, ribbands and feathers according 
to the dance ;• which firft they begin in the Church before the Saint, or in the 
Church yard, and from thence all the Oldave, or eight dayes they go from houfe to 
houfe dancing, where they have Chocolatte or fome heady drink or Chicha given them 
All thofe eight dayes the Town is fure to be full of drunkards; and if they be re¬ 
prehended for it ; they will anfwer, that their heart doth rejoyce with their Saint 
in heaven, and that they muft drink unto him, thaE he may remember them. The 
chief dance ufed amongft them is called Toncontin, which hath been danced before 
the King of Spain, in the Court of Madrid by Spaniards, who have lived in the India’s- 
to {hew unto the King fomewhat of the Indians fafhions; and it was reported to have 
pleafed the King very much. This dance is thus performed. The Indians commonly that 
dance it (if it be a great Town) are thirty or forty, or fewer, if it be a frnall Town. 
They are clothed in white, both their doublets, linnen drawers, and Aiates or towels 
which on the one fide hang almoft to the ground. Their drawers and Aiates are 
wrought with fome workes of Silke, or with birds, or bordered with fome Lace; 
Others procure doublets and drawers and Aiates of Silke, all which are hired for that 
purpofe. On their backs they hang long tuffes of feathers of all colours, which 
with glow are faftned into a little frame made for the purpofe, and guilded on theout- 
lide ; this frame with Ribbands they tie about their fhoulders fall that it fall not, nor 
flacken with the motion of their bodies. U'pon their heads they wear another lefie 
tuffe of Featherseither in their hats, or in fome guilded or painted head-piece, or hel¬ 
met. In their hands alfo they carry a fan of feathers, and on their feet moft’will ufe 
feathers alfo bound together like fhort wings of birds; fome wear fhooes, fome not. 
And thus from top to toe they are almoft covered with curious and coloured feathers: 
Their Mufick and tune to this dance is only what is made with a hollow ftock of a 
free, being rounded, and well pared within and without, very fmooth and’ ftiining, 
fome four times thicker then our viols, with two or three long clefts on the upper 
fide and fome holes at the end which they call Tepanabaz.On this ftock (which is placed 
upon a ftool or fourm in the middle of the Indians) the Mailer of the dance beates 
with two flicks, covered withwooll at the ends, and a pitched leather over the wool! 
that it fall not away. With this Inftrument and blowes upon it (which foundeth but 
dull and heavy, but fomewhat loud) he giveth the dancers their feverall tunes, and 
changes, aiidfignesof the motion of their bodies either ftraight or bowing,and giveth 
them warning what and when they are to fing. Thus they dance in compaffe and 
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circle round about that lnftrument, one following another fometimes ftraighcfomecimeT 
turning about, fometimes turning half way, fometimes bonding, their bodies, and with the 
. feathers in their hands almoft touching the ground,and finging the life of that their Saint, 
or of fome other. All this dancing is but a .hind of walking round, winch they, will con¬ 
tinue two or three whole hours together in one place, and fro^i thence go. and perform 

the fame at another houfe. 

This Toncontin the chief and principal! only of the Town do dance it; It was 
the old dance which they ufed before they knew Chriftianity, except that then’in head 
of finging the Saints lives, they did fing the praifes of their heathenilh Gods. They 
have another kind of dance much ufed, which is a kind of hunting out fome wild Bead 
(which formerly in time of Heathenifme was to be facrifked to their TJods") to be 
offered unto the Saint. This dance hath much variety of tunes, with a fmall Te- 
panabaz, and many fhels of Tortoi’s, or in head of them with pots covered with lea¬ 
ther, on which they ftrike as on Tepanabaz, and with the found of pipes - in this 
dance they ufe much hollowing and noife and calling one unto another, and fpeak- 
ing by way of Stage play, fome relating one thing, fome another concerning the 
Bead they hunt alter; thefe dancers are all clothed like Beads, with painted skins 
of Lions, Tigers, Wolves, and on their heads fuch headpieces as may reprefent the 
heads of fuch Beads , and other weare painted heads of Eagles or Fowles of rapine , 
and in their hands they have painted Staves, Bils, Swords and Axes, wherewith they 
threaten to kill that Bead they hunt after. Others in dead of hunting after a Beall, 
hunt after a man, as Beads in a wilderneffe fhould hunt a man tp kill him. This man 
that is thus hunted after mud be very nimble and agil, as one flying for his life, and 
ftriking here and there at the Beads for his defence, whom at lad they catch and'make 
a prey of. As the Toncontin confifts maft of walking and turning and leafurely bending 
their bodies, fo this dance doth wholly confift in a&ion, running in a circle round, fome¬ 
times out of circle, and leaping and Arikingwith thofe tooles and indruments which 
they have in their hand. This is a very rude fport, and full of fcrieching and hideous noife, 
wherein I never delighted. Another Mexican dance they ufe, fome clothed like men, 
others like women, which in Heathenilh times they did ufe with finging praifes unto 
their King or Emperour; but now they apply their fongs unto the King of Glory, or 
unto the Sacrament, ufing thefe or commonly the like words with very little difference, 
and fome variety of praife. 


Sal id Mexicanas, ballad Toncontin- 
Canfalas galanas en cuerpo gentil. And again, 

Salid Mexicanas bailad Toncontin. 

Al Rey de la gloria tenemos aqtii. Thus they go round dancing, playing in fome places 
tery well upon their Guitarres, repeating now and then all together a verfe or two, and 
calling the Mexican Dames to come out to them with their gallant mantles to ling 
praife unto their King of Glory. Befides thefe they have, and ufe our Morris dances, and 
Blackmore dances with Sona jas in their hands, which are a round fet of fmall Morris 
dancing bels, wherewith they make variety of founds to their nimble feet. But the 
dance which doth draw to it the peoples wondering is a Tragedy afted by way of dance, 
as the death of St. Peter, or the beheading of John the Baptifi. In thefe dances there is an 
Emperour, or a King Herod with their Queens clothed, another clothed with a long loofe 
Coat who reprefents St. Peter, or John the Raptifi, who while the reft danceth walketh 
amongft them with a book in his hands, as if he were faying his prayers, all the reft of the 
Dancers are apparelled like Captains and Souldiers with Swords, Daggers or Holbards in 
their hands. They dance at the found of a fmall drum and pipes, fometimes round, fome¬ 
times in length forward, and have and ufe many fpeeches to the Emperour or King, and 
amongft themfelves concerning the apprehending and executing the Saint. The King 
and Queen fit fometimes down to hear their pleading againft the Saint, and his plea¬ 
ding for himfelf, and fometimes they dance with the reft; and the end of their 
dance is to crucifie St. Peter downwards with his head upon a Crolfe, of behead John 
the Baptifi, having in readinelTe a painted head in a difti, which they prefent unto 
the King and Queen, for joy whereof they all again dance merrily and fo conclude, ta¬ 
king down him that afted Peter from the Crorfe. The Indians that dance this dance 
moft of them are fuperftitious for what they do, judging as if it were indeed really afted 
and performed what only is by way of dance reprefented. When I lived amongft 

thenif 
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them, it was an ordinary thing for him who in the dance was to ad St. Peter or John 
the Baptift, to come firft to Confeffion, faying they mnft be holy and pure like that 
Saint whom they reprefent, and muft prepare themfelves to die. So likewife he 
that aded Herod or Herodias, andfome of the Souldiers that in the dance were to fpeak 
and to accufe the Saints, would afterwards come to confefle of that fin, and de¬ 
fire abfolution as from bloudguiltineffe. More particular pafiages of the Indians ac¬ 
cording to my experience of them-, I (hall in the Chapter following truly relateunto 
my Reader. 


C h a p. X X. 

Shewing how and why I departed out of Guatemala to learn the Poconchi language 
and to live amongft the Indians^W of [owe particular pafiages and accidents 
whilefl I lived there. 

H A-ving read in the Univerfity of Guatemala for three years fpaee a whole courfe of 
Arts, and having begun to read part of Divinity, the more I ftudied and grew in 
knowledge, and the more I controverted by way of Arguments-fome Truths and points of 
Religion, the more I found the Spirit of Truth inlightening me, and difeoveringunto me 
the lies, errors,falfities andTuperilitions of the Church of Rome. My confcience was much 
perplexed and wavering,and I defirous of fome good and full fatisfaftion: which I knew 
might not be had. there; andthatto profeffe and continue in any opinion contrary to 
the Dodrine of Rome , wouldbring me to the Inquifition, that Rack of tenderCon- 
fciences, and from thence to no leffe then burning a live, in cafe I would not recant of 
what the true Spirit had infpired into me. The point of Tranfubftantiation, of Purgato¬ 
ry, of the Popes power and authority, of the merit of mans works, of his free will to 
choofe all foul-faving'wayes, the facrifice of the Maffe, the hallowing the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper unto the lay people, the Priefts power to abfolvefrom fin, the wor- 
fhipping of Saints though with as they call it, and not with and the 

Virgin Mary with a higher degree of worfhip then that of the Saints, which they 
call the ftrange lies and blafphemies which they call miracles, recorded in the 

Legend and lives of their Saints, the infallibility of the Pope, and councell in defi¬ 
ning, for truth and point of Faith, what in it felfe is falfe and erroneous ; thefe points 
efpecially, with many more of Romes policies, and the lewd lives of the Priefts, Fryers,' 
Nuns, and thofein authority, did much trouble and perplex my confcience, which I 
knew would be better fatisfied if I could returne again to my own Countrey of 
England ; where I knew many things were held contrary to the Church of Rome, but 
what particulars they were, Icould not tell, not having been brought up in the Pro- 
teftant Church, and having been fent young over to St. Omers. Wherefore I earneftly ad- 
drelfed my felf to the Provincial - and to the Ptefident of Guatemala, for a Licence to 
come home, but neither of them would yeeld unto it, becaufe there was a ftrift or¬ 
der of the King and Councell, that no Prieft fent by bisMajefty to any of the parts 
of the India’s to preach the Gofpell, fiiould return again to Spain till ten years were 
expired. Hereupon I feeing my felf a prifoner, and without hopes for the prefent 
of feeing England in many years, refolved to fray no more in Guatemala, but to go 
out to learn fome Indian tongue, and to preach in fome of their Towns, where I 
knew more money might be got to help- me home, when the timeIhouldcomejthen 
if T did continue to live in the Cloifterof Guatemala. Yet in the mean time I thought 
it not unfit to write to Spain to a friend of mine ah Englifb Fryer in Saw Lucar , called 
Fryer Pablo de Londres to defire him to obtain for me a Licenfe from the Court, and 
from the Generali of the Order at Rome, that I might return unto fny Countrey. Ia 
this feafon there was in Guatemala , Fryer Frandfco de Moran, the Prior of Coban in the 
Province of Vera Paz , who was informing the Prefident and whole Chancery, how 
necefiary it was that fome Spaniards fhould be-ay ding andaffiftinghimfor thedifeovery 
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of a way from chat Countrey unto fucatan , and for the fupprefiing of fuch barbarous peo¬ 
ple and Heathens, as flopped his paffage, and did often invade fomt'Indian Towns of 7 
Chriftians. This Moran (being my fpeciall friend, and having been brought up in Spainin 
the Cloifter of San Pablo de Valladolid, where my l'df was fir It entred Fryer ) was very de- 
firous of my company along with him, for the better bringing into Chriftianity thofe 
Heathens and Idolaters, telling me that doubtleffe in a new Countrey new treafure and 
great riches was like to be found, whereof no fmall fhare and proportion fhould Befall 
him and me for our pains and adventure. I was not hard to be perfwaded , being 
above all defirous to convert to Chriflianity a people that had never heard of Chrift; 
and fo purpofed to forfake that honour which I had in the Univerfity, for to make 
Chrift known unto that Heathenifh people. The Provinciall was glad to fee this my 
courage,and fo with fome gifts and money in my purfe, fent me with Moran to the Vera 
Paz in the company of 50. Spaniards, who were appointed by the Prefident to aid and 
afiift us. 

When we came to Coban we were well refreflied and provided for a hard and dange¬ 
rous cnterprize. From Coban we marched to two great Towns of Chriftians called 
St. Peter, and Sc. John, where were added unto us a hundred Indians for our further af- 
fiftance. From thefe Towns two daies journey we could travail on Mules fafely among 
Chriftians and fome fmall villages • but after the two daies we drew near unto the Hea¬ 
thens Frontiers, where there was no more open way for Mules, but we muft trufl unto 
our feet. We went up and down Mountains amongft Woods for the fpace of two daies, 
being muchdifcouraged with the thickets and hardnelfe of the way, and having no 
hope of finding out the Heathens. In the night we kept watch and guard for fear of 
enemies, and refolved yet the third day to go forward. In the mountains we found 
many forts of fruits and in the bottomes fprings and Brookes with many trees of Ca¬ 
cao and Achiotte. The third day we went on, and came to a low valley^ in the midft. 
whereof ran a fhallow river, where we found fome Milpas and plantations of Maiz. 

Thefe were a teftimony unto us of fome Indians' not far off, and therfore made us 
keep together and be in readineffe, if any affault or onfet fhould be made upon us by 
the Heathens. Whileft we thus travelled on, we fuddenly fell upon half a dozen poor 
cottages, covered with boughs and plantin leaves, and in them vve-found three 
Indian women, two men and five young children, all naked, Mo fain would have 
efeaped, but they could not. We refreflied our felves in their poor cottages and gave 
them of our provifion, which at the firft they refufed to-eat, howling and crying and 
puling * till Moran had better incouragcd and comforted them, whefe language 
they partly underftood. We clothed them and took them along with us , hoping 
to make them difcover unto us fome treafure or fome bigger plantation. But that day 
they were fo fullen that we could get nothing out of them. Thus we went on, follow¬ 
ing fome tracks which here and there we found of Indians , till it was almofl evening’, 
and then we did light upon above a dozen cottages moire' and in them a matter of 
twenty men, women, and children , from whom we took fome bowes and arrowes, 
and found there ftore of plantins, fome fifla, and wild Venifon,wherewith we refreflied 
our felves. Thefe told us of a great Town two daies journey off, which made us be 
very watchfull that night. Here I began with fome tnore of our company to be fick and 
weary, fo that the next day I was not able to go any. further; whereupon we refolved 
to fet up our quarters there, and to fend out fome febuts of Indians and Spaniards 
to difcover the Countrey, who found further more cottages and plantations of Maiz; 
of Chile, of Turkey beans,and Cotton-wooll, but no Indians at all, for they were all 
fled. Our ftouts returned, and gave us fome incouragement for the pleafantneffe 
of the Countrey; but withalFwifhed us to be watchfultand careful!, for that certain¬ 
ly the flight of thofe Indians was a figne that our coming was noifed about the Coun¬ 
trey. The next day we purpofed to move forward to that plantation which ourfcouts 
had difcovered, being f as we were informed ) fafer and more open-to forefee any 
danger ready to befall us. All thefe plantations lay albng.by the river, where the fun 
was exceeding hot, which had caufedfeavers and a flux in fome of us. With much 
wearinefle and faintnefle I got that day to our journeys end, beginning now to repent, 
me of what I was ingaged in and on foot, arid fearing fome fuddain danger, by reafort 
our coming was now known by the Indians. The prisoner's we had With us began to 
tell us of fome gold that they did fomecimes find in that river, and of a great lake yet 
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forward, about which did inhabit many thoufand Indians , who were very warlike^ 
and skilfull in their bows and arrows. The one incouraged fome, the other much 
difcouraged the reft,, who wifhedthemfelves out ofthofewoods and unknown places 
and began to murtnure againft Moran , who had been thecaufe of their ingagernent in 
that great danger. Our night was fet,and I and the reft of the lick Spaniards went to reft, 
fome upon the bare ground, but my felfand others in hamacca J s, which are of net-work 
tied at two poftsor trees, and hanging in the air, which with the leaft ftirring of the 
body, rock one affeep as in a Cradle. Thus I took my reft till about midnight j at 
which time our watches gaver an alarm againft our approaching enemies ,. who were 
thought to be about a thoufand. They came defperately towards us, and’when they 
faw they were difcovered, and our drums beat up, and our fowling pieces and muskets 
began to fooot, they hollowed and cried out with a hideous noife, which uproar and; 
fuddain affrightment, added fweat and fear to my feaver. But Moran (who came to 
confefle with me, and to prepare himfelf for death or for fome deadly wound) com¬ 
forted me, wifoing me to fear nothing, and to lie ftill, for that I could do them no 
good, and that leffe was my danger then I apprehended, becaufe our Souldiers had 
compaffed meabout, fo that on no fide the Heathens could come in, and flie we could 
not without the Ioffe of all our lives. The skirmifti lafted not above an hour, and then 
our enemies began to flie back. We took ten of them, and in the morning found thirteen 
dead upon the ground „ and. of ours five only were wounded, whereof one died the 
next day. 

In the morning our Souldiers began tomutiny and to talke of returning back, fea¬ 
ring a worfe and more violent onfet that day orthenight following, for fome of the 
Indians who were taken, told them plainly that if they wait not away there would 
-Come fix or feven thoufand againft them. They told usfurther, that they knew well 
jthat the Spaniards had all the Countrey about except that little portion of theirs .which 
they defired to enjoy quietly and peaceably, and not to meddle with us, but rather ,if 
vie would foe their Countrey and go through it as friends , they would let us without 
(doing us any hurt; but ifwe camein a warlike manner to fight and to bring them into 
flavery,as we had done their neighbours, they were all refolved to die fighting rather 
rhen to yeeld. With thefe words our Souldiers were divided, fome with Mwan were of 
opinion to try the Indians, and to go peaceably through their Countrey till they could 
come to fome Town of fucatan ; others were of opinion to fight, others to return 
hack again, confidering their ..weakneffe againft fo many thoufands of Indians as 
were in the Countrey. But that day nothing was agreed upon. , for that we could not: 
ftir byreafoii ofthefick and wounded. So we continued there that night, and as die 
flight before much about the fame time the enemiescame again uponus,but finding us 
ready and watching for them, they foon fled, fo the morning we refolved to return 
back, and Moran font the Heathens word, that if they would let him go through their 
Countrey quietly* to difeover fome land of fucatan- , he would after a few monthes oome 
peaceably unto them with haffa dozen Indians , no more, trufting his life upon them * 
whom he knew if they wronged, all the J^iardrin the Countrey would rife up agahift 
them, and not leave one alive. They anfwered that they would entertain him, and. any 
few Indians welland willingly ail which Moran and they performed according to their 
agreement the next yeer following. 

Thus we returned that day-hack the fame way that we had come, and! began to find 
my felf better,and my feaver to Leave me. We carried with us fome of tlvofe young chil¬ 
dren which we had raken,to prefent them untoche Prefident Guatemala. And in Caban- 
the Prior Moran xhougfathe might firft do God good ferviceif hechriftened thofe young 
children,fayingthatthey might' become Saints, and that afterwards their prayers 
might prevail with God for die converfion of their parents and of all that Countrey 
to Chriftianity. I could not but oppofe this his (ignorance, which feemed much like 
antothat of the; Fryers who entred Jmeiicnmth: Cortez, and ipereafed after the con- 
quhft.daily more in number:, who boafted to;*fye Empier-our, that they had fome 
of them made above thirty thoufand IndiaasXhriilmv; by baptizing them; which 
truely they did as fheep areforced to the waters and driven to be waffied; fo were* 
thole firft Indians by thoufandsTprinkled fior if f iraay ufo they* word, baptized ) for 
they were driven by cqmpulfionand force to the rivers, nei t her were they firft principled 
in any grounds of belief and Chriftianity, neither rhemfelves believers, nor children 
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of believingai.-d faithful! parents. So would Moran chriftfjn thefe children, though 
I told him that they ought not to partake of that Sacrament and Ordinance of Chrift, 
unleffe they were grounded in articles of Chrjftianity and believed, or were children 
of believing parents. But as he had been brought up in errours:, whereof that Church 
of Rome is a wide and fpatious neft, fo he would be obftinate in this point againft me 
and the truth, fprinkling with water thofe children, and naming them with names 
, of Chriftians. After this he fent them well apparelled to the Prefidenc of Guatemala, 
who commanded them to be kepj, and brought up in the Cloifter of the Dominicad’ 
Fryers. . Y 

I remained after this for a while in Coban, and in the Towns about untill fuch 
time as the {hips came to the Gulfe; whither I went with Moran to buy wines, oyle, 
iron,, cloth and fuch things as the Cloifter wanted for the!prefent. At which-time 
there being a frigate ready to depart to Truxillo (Tome occafions drawing Moran 
thitherJ I took ftiip with him. We ftaied ncft long above a week in that Port ("which 
is a weak one, as the EngWh and Hollanders taking of it can witnefle ) but prefently We 
thought of returning back to Guatemala by land through the Countrey of Comayagua 
commonly called Honduras. This is a woody and mountainous Countrey, very bad and 
inconvenient for Travellers, and befides-very poor; there the commodities are Hides, 
Canna fifiula, and Zarzapari/la, and fuch want of bread,. that about Truxillo they make 
ufe of what they call Cajfave, which is a dry root, that being eaten dry doth choak, and 
therefore is foaked in broth,water, wine or Chocolatte, thatfoit may go down. Within 
the Countrey, and efpecially about the City of Comayagua . (which is a Bifnops feat, 
though a fmall place of fome five hundred inhabitants at the moft) there is more ftore of 
Maiz by reafon of fome Indians,vi\u.ch. are gathered to Towns, few and fmall. I found this 
Countrey one of the pooreft in all America. The chief place in it for health and good 
living is the valley which is called Gracias a Dios, there are fome rich farmes of Cattle and 
Wheat- but hecaufe it lieth as neer to the Country vf Guatemala as to Comayagua, and 
on this fide the wayes are better then on that, therefore more of that Wheat is tranfpor- 
ted to Guatemala and to the Towns about it, then .to Comayagua ot Truxillo. From 
Truxillo to Guatemala there are between fourfcore and a hundred leagues, which we tra¬ 
velled by land, not wanting in a barren Countrey neither guides nor provifion, for the 
poor Indians thought neither their perfonall attendance, nor any thing that they enjoyed 
too good for us. 

Thus we came again to Guatemala, and were by the Fryers joyfully entertained, and 
by the Prefident highly rewarded, and by the City called true Apoftles, becaufe we had 
ventured our lives for thedifcovery of Heathens, and opened a way for their converfi- 
on, and found out the chief place of their refidence, and fent before us thofe children 
to the City, who witneffed with being in the Cloifter our pains and indevours. Moran 
wasfo puffed up with the Prefidents favour, and the popular applaufe, that he refolved 
in Guatemala to venture again his life, and, according to that meffage which he had 
fent before to the Heathen Indians, to enter amongft them in a peaceable way with 
half a dozen Indians. He would fain have had me gone with him; but I confidered 
the hardneffeof the journey, which I thought I ftiould not be able to perform on foot; 
andalfo I feared that the Barbarians might mutiny againft us for thofe children which 
we had brought ; andlaftlyl liked not the Countrey, which feemedpoor and not for 
my purpofe, to get means fufficient to bring me home to England , which was the 
chiefeft thought and defire of my heart for the fatisfariion of my confcience, which I 
found ftill unquiet. Wherefore I refolved td forfake the company of my friend Moran, 
and to defift from new difcoveries of Heathens, and fuch difficult undertakings, which 
might endanger my health and life, and at laft bring no profit, but only a little vain 
glory, fame and credit in that Countrey. I thought I might better imploy my time; 
if I learned fome Indian tongue neerer to Guatemala, where I confidered the riches of 
the Towns, the readineffe of the Indians, and their willingneffe to further their Priefts 
wants; and laftly their ignorance in fome points of Religion, vyhich I thought I 
might help and clear with fome found dodrine, and with preaching Chrift crucified un¬ 
to them, and bringing them unto that rock of eternall blifie and falvation. Itruftedin 
my friends fo much, that I knew it would not be hard for me to take my choife of any 
place about Guatemala ; from whence I might, facilitate my return to England, and 
write to Spain, and have every year an anfwer eafier then any where elfe. I opened my. 
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mind unto the Provinciall ( who was then it Guatemala) and he prefently and willingly 
condefcended tomyrequett, and counfelled me to learn the Poconchi language, (where¬ 
of I had already got fome grounds in the Vara Paz.) which is moft ufed about Guate¬ 
mala, and alfo is much pra&ifed in Vera Pax, , and in the Countrey of San Salvador. 
He promifed to fend me to the Town of Petapa, to learn there the language, with a 
fpeciall friend of his named Fryer Peter Molina, who was very old, and wanted the 
help and company of fome younger perfon to eafe him in the charge that lay upon 
him, of fogreat a Town, and many Travellers that palled that way. The Provin- 
ciall,asifhe had known my mind, pitched upon my very hearts defire ; and thus two 
weeks before Midfummer day I departed from Guatemala to Petapa, which is fix leagues 
from thence, and there fetled my felf to learn that Indian tongue. The Fryers of thofe 
parts that are any way skilfull in the Indian languages, have compofed Grammars and Di¬ 
ctionaries for the better furthering of others who may fupply their places after their 
deceafe; but whileft they live are unwilling to teach the languages unto others,left their 
fcholars ftiould after a good and well grounded knowledge of the tongues, fupplant 
their own Matters, and be means of taking from them that great profit which they 
have by living as Curates in the Indian Towns. Yet this old Molina c onfidering him- 
felf in years, and for his good friends fake the Provinciall, was not unwilling to accept 
of my company, and to impart unto me what knowledge he had got by many years 
praftice of the Poconchi tongue. He gave me therefore a fhort abftrad of all the rudi¬ 
ments belonging unto it, which did confift chiefly of declining Nounes, and conjuga¬ 
ting Verbs, (which I eafily learned in the firft fortnight that I had been with him) and 
then a Dictionary of Indian words, which was all the reft of my ftudy to get without 
book, untill I was able of my felf to preach unto the Indians^ which with much eafinefTe 
1 obtained by difcourfing and conferring with them, what with my private ftudy f 
had learned. 

After the firft fix weeks Molina writ down for me in the tongue a fhort exhortation, 
which he expounded to me, and wifhed me to learn it without book, which I prea¬ 
ched publickly upon the feaft of St. fames. After this he gave me another fhort ex¬ 
hortation in Spanijh ? to be preached the fifteenth of Augufi, which he made me 
tranflate into the Indian tongue, and he corre&ed in it what he found amifle, where¬ 
with I was a little more emboldened, and feared not to fhew my felf in publick to the 
Indians. This practice I continued three or four times untill Michaelmas, preaching 
what with his help I had tranflated out of Spanish , untill I was able to talke with the 
Indians alone, and to make my own Sermons. After Michaelmas Molina being not 
a little vain glorious of what he had done with me, in perfecting me in an unknown 
tongue in fo fhort a fpace, which was very little above one quarter of the year, writ un¬ 
to the Provinciall acquainting him of what pains he had taken with me, and of the 
good fucceffe of his endevours, affuring him that I was now fit to take a charge of 
Indians upon me, and to preach alone, further defiring him that he would beftow up¬ 
on me fome Indian Town and Benefice, where I might by eonftant preaching pra¬ 
ctice and further that which with fo much facility I had learned. The Provinciall 
(who hadalwayes been my friend) needed not fpurs to ftirhimup to fhew more and 
more his love and kindnefle unto me 5 but immediately fent me order to go unto the 
two Towns of Mixco and Pimla, and to take charge of the Indians in them, and to 
give quarterly an account of what I received thence unto the Cloifter of Guatemala , 
unto which all that valley did appertain. All the Indian Towns and the Fryers that' 
live in them are fubordinate unto fome Cloifter; and the Fryers are called by their 
Superiours to give up for the Cloifters ule what monies they have fpared,after their own 
and their fervants lawfull maintenance. Which order yet in Peru is not obferved, 
for there the Fryers who arc once beneficed in Indian Towns, depend not upon any 
Cloifter, but keep all that they get for themfelves, and fo receive not from their 
Cloifters any clothing, or help for their provifion, neither give they any account to their 
Superiours, but keep, clothe and maintain themfelves, with what offerings and other 
duties fall unto them from the Indians; which is the caufe that the Fryers of Peru are 
the richeft in all the India’s , and live not like Fryers but rather like Lords,and game and 
Dice publickly withouc controul. But the Fryers of Guatemala, Grnxaca antf Mexico t 
though they have enough and more then is well futable to their vow and profeftion 
of poverty, yet they enjoy not the liberty of the Per nan Fryers in their Indian Benefices- 
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for what' is over and above their expences-,-they give to their Superiours, and from them 
they receive every month a jar of wine; of an Arrobe and a half, and every year a new 
habit with other clothing; Yet wich what I have- laid I-mult not excuie the Fryers of 
Guatemala from liberty, and: the enjoyment of wealth and' riches - for they alfo game and 
fport, and fpend, and fill their bags, and were in their accounts and reckonings to the 
Cloiftert they might wdlgive up in a year five hundred Crowns befides'their own expen- 
ces, they’gi ve up peradventure three hundred, and iilbrpe the reft for- themfelves -* and 
their vain and idle uies and trade and traiffique under hand with Merchants agalnft their 
vow of poverty. - - • 

With thisi.fubordinadiijn therefore (which I have (hewed) unto the Prior and Cloifter 
of Guatemala, was I fent to preach unto the Indians of Mixco and Pinola, from whence 
for my lake was removed an Old fryer-^falmoft four fcore years of age, ’and called to 
his cloifterao reft , who was not: ablento performe-:fhe -Gharge which lay upon him of 
two Towns, three leagues diftant one from another. - ; The Yet-led’ means for rnainte- 
nancewhich.I enjoyed in thefe Towns,land the : cdliimon offerings and duties which 
I received from the Indians was this. -In! 'Mixco I’was allowed every moneth twenty 
Crowns i- and hi l'mla fifteen , which was punctually payed by the Alcaldes and 
Regidones, Maiors and Jurates, before the end'Of the moneth ;• for which payment, 
the Town lowed a-common peece-of land with Wheat'or Mai/, andkepr their book 
of-accoants, wherein! they Yet down what crops they yearly received- what monies 
they took iti for theYale of their Cdrne; and in the fam£ book I was to write-down 
what every month I: received from themwhich book at the years end they were to 
prefent;td be examined'by fome offieer^ppointed thereunto by the Court of Guatemala: 
Belides'this mb'nthly'allo wance, I had- fr’om the’ Sodalities" of the foules in Purgatory 
every week in each Town two Crownes for a Maffe; every moneth-two Crowds in 
Pinc-la-upon the firft lunday of the moneth from-Thfe- Sodalitie of the-Rofary; and in 
Mixco likewrfe every moneth from three Sodalities of the Rofary of the Virgin Mary, 
Whichwedexhere belongir^ltrnto the.'Indians, th vSpaniards, andYhe Blackyrtdhsp Wo 
Crpwfflbsacnpeecev Further from tm» -mpi?e'Sodal&ier 1 ^ 1 onging«cPfhfe Vem CrVz , or: 
the Crofle of Chrift, .every moneth two Crowns a peece. And in MixcShotA a So¬ 
dality of the Spaniards -belonging toAt. Nicolas deTokntino, two Crowns every'rrfoheth; 

And from a Sodality <of St. Bias irt fiMa every! moneth two mOre'Crowns *- aficF fi¬ 
nally ’ in -Mixco from; a .; Sodality ienrituied of -Styfaeinthb every, fnbneth yet two 
Crowns .ji .befides .ferae offerings of either money, fowles, or Candles, upon thoferdayes 
whereon, thefe Maffes: wereYung; all which amounted- tb threeftore and nine Crowns 
a moneth, which was furely fetled and paid before.the end of che moneth. Befidesfrom 
what I have, formerly laid of the-Saints- ftatues which' do belong unto the Churches; 
and do there conftantly bring both; money, fowles, candles, add other offerings 
upon j their day, unto the Prieft v the yearly revenues which I had'in thofe two Towns 
will appear not to have been fmail ; for in yTY^ th'ere were in my time eighteen Saints 
Images, and twenty in Pinola-, which brought unto me upon 'their day 'foul- Crowns 
a peece for Maffe and Sermon, and procelfion, befides fowles. Turkeys and Cacao, 
and the offerings before the Saints, which commonly might be worth at leaft three 
Crowns upon every. Saints day, whichyearly amounted to at leaft two hundred, three¬ 
fcore and fix Crownes. Befides the Sodalities of the Rofary of the Virgin , 
(which as I have before Yaid were-four, three/tn Alixco, andonein Pinola) upon.fivd 
lbverall feafts - of che year (which are moft obferved by the Church of Rome ) brought 
unto me four Crowns, two for the daies Maffe , and two for a‘Maffe the day fol¬ 
lowing, which they call the Anniverfarie forthedead, who had belonged unto thole 
Sodalities, which befides thofe daies offerings (which fomefimes were more, fome- 
times leffe.) and the Indians' prefents of fowles and Cacao, made up yearly fourfeore 
Crowns more. Befides this, the two Sodalities of the Vera Cruz, upon two feafts of 
the Croffe ; the one upon the fourteenth of September, the other upon, the third of May, 
brought four Crowns a peece for-the Maffe of the day, and the Anniverfary Maffe 
following,-and upon everyFridayinLenttwoCrown.es, which in the whole year came 
to four and fourty Crownes ; all which above reckoned, was as a fure rent in thofe two 
Towns.: But, fhouldT fpend time to. reckon up what befides did accidentally fall, 
would Be tedious. The Chriftmas offerings in both thofe two Townes, were worth 
to me when I lived there at leaft fourty CrovJns. Thurfday and Friday offerings be- 
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fore Eafter day were about a hundred Crowns; all Souls day offerings commonly 
worth fourfeore Crowns; and Candlemas day offerings commonly fourty more, 
' Befides what was offered upon the Feaft of each Town by all the Countrey which 
came in which in Mixco one year was worth unto me in Candles and money four¬ 
feore Crowns, and in Pinola ( as I reckoned it j fifty more.. The Communicants 
( every one giving aRiall) might make up in both Towns at leaft a thoufand Rials; and 
the Gonfeffions- in Lent at leaft a thoufand mote, befides other offerings of Egges,Hony r 
Cacao, Fowles, and Fruits. Every Ghriftening brought two Rials, every Marriage 
two Crowns, every ones dead two Crowns more at leaft; and fome in my .time dyed, 
who would leave ten or twelve Crowns for five or fix Mafies to be &ng for their 
fouls. V' , 

Thus are thofe fools taught that by the Priefts finging theif fouls are delivered from 
weeping, and from the fire and torments of Purgatory ; and thus by finging.all the year 
do thofe Fryers charme from the poor .'Indians and their Sodalities and Saints an- infinite 
treafure wherewith they inrich themfelves and their.Cloifters ; as may be gathered from 
what I have noted by my own experienceiathofe two Towns of Mixco and Pinola : , 
(which were far inferiour yet to Petapa and AmatitUn in the fame Valley, ajid not to 
be compared in offerings and other Church duties to many other Towns about that 
Countrey) which yet yeeldedunto me with the offerings caft into the Chefts. which 
flood in the Churches for the fouls of Purgatory,and with what the Indians offered when 
they came to fpeakunto me (for they never vifkitiheTrieft with etupty handstand with 
what other Maffe ftipends did cafually come in, the fumrne o£at leaft two thoufand 
Crowns of Spanijh money, which might yearly mount to five hundred Englijb pounds. 
I thought this Benefice might be a-fitter piace.for me to live in, then in the Cloifter of 
Guatemala , wearying out my bran?;with points of falfe grounded Divinity for to get 
only the applaufe of the Scholars of the Univerfity, and:now and then fome fmall pro¬ 
fit; which I thought I might look after aswellasthereft of my profeffion, nay with 
more reafon, for that I intended t© return to England, and I knew I fhould have little 
help for fo long a journey in leaving 1 there myfriends, if fo be that-I made not:my mony 
my beft friend to affift me by Sea and Land. My firft indevour was to certifie my 
felf from the Books of Receits and AtcoUnts in the Cloifter of Guatemala, what re- 
ckonings my Predeceffor and others-before him had given up t© the Cloifter yearly 
from Mixco and Pimla, that I might regulate my felf and my expenfes fo, as to; be able 
to live with credit, and to get thanks from the Cloifter by giving more then any before 
me had given. I found that four hundred Crowns had been the moft that my old Pre- 
deceffourhad given yearly in his Accounts; and: that before him little more was ufually 
given from thofe two Towns; Whereupon I took occafion once in difeourfe with the 
Prior of Guatemala to aske what he would willingly expert from me yearly whilft I 
lived ift thofe two Towns; to which he replyed that if I upheld for my part the Cloifters 
ufuall and yearly Revenues, giving what my Predeceffour Bad given, he would thank m^e, 
and expert no more from me, ana that the reft that befell me in thofe Towns, I might 
fpend it in Books, Pirtures, Chocolatte, Mules, and Servants- to which I made re¬ 
ply, that I thought I could live in that Benefice creditably enough, and yet givefrom it 
more to the Cloifter then ever any other before me had given, and that I would forfeit 
my continuing there if I gave not to the Cloifter every year four hundred and fifty 
Crowns. The Prior thanked me heartily for it, andtold me Ifhould not want for wine, 
(wifhingmetofendfor it every moneth ) nor for clothing, which he would every year 
once beftow upon me. This I thought would fave a great part of my charges,and that 
I was well provided for as long as I lived in the India’s. And here I defire that England 
may take notice how a Fryer that hath profeffed to be a Mendicant, being beneficed in 
America, may live with four hundred pounds a year clear, and fome with much more, 
with moft ofhiscloathing given hirn befides, and the moft charge of his winefupplyed, 
with the abundance of Fowles, which coft him nothing, and with fuch plenty of Beef) 
as yeelds him thirteen pound for three pence > Surely well may he game, buy good 
Mules, furnifh his chamber With hangings, and rich pirtures, and Cabinets, yea and fill 
them with Spanifb Piftols, and peeces of eight, and after all trade in the Court of Madrid 
for a Mitre and fat Bifhoprick, which commonly is the end of thofe proud worldly and 
la fie Lubbers:, 


After 
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After I was once fetled in thefe my two Towns, my firft care was to provide my Felf o ? 
a good Mule, which might foon and eafily carry me (as often as occafion called) from the 
one Town to the other. I foon found out one, which coft me fourfcore Crowns, which 
ferved my turn very well, to ride fpeedily the nine miles croffe the Valley, which were 
between the two Towns. Though my chief ftudy here was to perfed my felf in the 
Indian tongue, that I might the better preach unto them, and be well under flood; yet I 
omitted not to fearch out the Scriptures daily, and to addi& my felf unto the Word of 
God, which I knew would profit me more then all thofe riches and plealures o f Egypt, 
which for a while I faw I mutt enjoy, till.my ten years were fully expired,and Licence from 
Rome or Spain granted for me to return to England , which I began fpeedily to foliate by 
means of one Captain JJidrode Zepeda, a Sevill Merchant and Matter of one of the {hips, 
which came that firft year that I was fetled in Mixco With Merchandize for Guatemala ; 

By this Captain (who pa fled often through the Valley) I writ unto my friends in Spaiu 
and had anfwers, though at firft to little purpofe, which did not a little increafe the 
troubles of my confidence, which were great,and fuch whereof the wife man faid, A woun¬ 
ded Conference who can bear? Myfriendfhip with this Captain Zepeda was fuch, that I 
broke m'y mind unto him,defiring him to carry me in his Ship to Spain^\\\ch. he refufed to 
do, tellingfme the danger he might be in, if complaint {hould bemadeto the Prefidentof 
Guatemala , and wifhmg me to continue where I was, and to ftore my felf with mony that 
I might return with Licence and credit. I refolved therefore withZ)W*Win the 16. Pfal. 
and the 8. v. to fet the Lord alwayes before me, and to choofe him for my only comfort, 
and to relie upon his providence who I knew only could order things for my good, ana 
could from America bring me home to the houfe of Salvation, and to the houfhold of 
Faith ; from which I confidered my felf an exile, and far banifhed. In the mean time I lived 
five full years in the two Towns of Mixco and Pinold. Where I had more occafion to get 
wealth and mony, then ever any that lived there before foe * for the firft yeer of my abi¬ 
ding there it pleafed God to fend one of the plagues bf Egypt to that Countrey,which was 
of Locufts, which I had never feen till then. They were after the manner of our Grafhop- 
pers, but fomewhat bigger, which did flie about in number fo thick and infinite that they 
did truly cover the face of the Sun and hinder the fhining forth of the beames of that 
bright planet. Where they lighted either upon trees or ftanding Corn, there nothing 
was expe&ed but ruine, deftru&ion and barrenneffe; for the corn they devoured, the 
leaves and fruits of trees they eat and confumed, and hung fo thick upon'the branches,that 
with their weight they tore them from the body. The high waies were fo covered with 
them that they ftartled the travelling Mules with their fluttering about their head and 
feet; my eyes were often ftruck with their wings as I rid along, and much ado I had to fee 
my way, what with a Montero wherewith I was fain to cover my face,what with the flight 
of them which Were ftiil before my eyes. 

The Farmers towards the South Sea Coaft, cryed out for that their Indigo which 
was then in gfaffe, was like to be eaten up ,• from the Ingenio’s of Sugar, the like 
moan was made, that the young and tender Sugar Canes would be deftroyed; but a- 
bove all grievous was the cry of the husbandmen of the Valley where I lived, who 
feared that their Corn would in one night be fwallowed up by that devouring Legion. 

The care of the Magiftrate was that the Towns of Indians fhould all go out into 
the fields with Trumpets, and what other inftruments they had to make a noife , and 
fo to affright them from thofe places which were moft confiderable and profitable to 
the Common-wealth; and ftrangeitwastofeehowthe loud noife of the Indians ^and 
founding of the Trumpets, defended fome fields from the fear and danger of them. 
Where they lighted in the Mountains and High wayes, there they left behind them 
their young ones, which were found creeping upon the ground ready to threaten 
with a fecond years plagues if not prevented; wherefore all the Towns were called 
with Spades, Mattocks and Shovels to dig long Trenches and therein to bury all the 
young ones. . 

Thus with much trouble to the poor Indians , and their great pains (yet after 
much hurt and Ioffe in many places) was that flying Peftilence chafed away out of the 
Countrey to the South Sea, where it was thought to be confumed by the Ocean, and 
to have found a grave in the waters, whilft the young ones found it in the Land. 

Yet they were not all fo buried, but that fhortly fome appeared, which not be¬ 
ing fo many in number as before were with the farmer -diligence Toon overcome. 
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But whilft all this feare was,, thefe outcries were made by .theCountrey and 
this diligence performed by th ^Indians, the; Priefts -got well- by it; 'for every 
where Troceffions. were made, and Mattes fung for the , averting, of that pfamic* 
In Mixco rnoh of the idols were carryed to the field, .efpecially the' pictures 
of our Lady , and.:that of-.- St., Nicolas. Tclentim, in whofe name the Church of 
'Rente dpth ufe toblefle little. Breads and Wafers with the Saint ftamped upon them- 
which they think are able-td defend them from Agues, Plague, Peifilence; Contactor* 
or any other great and imminent danger . There was fcarce any SpanM Husbandmari 
who in this occalon came not from the Valley to-the TowJiaaf Mixco with his offering 
to this Saint, and,who made not a vo.w to have a Matte fung unto Saint Nicholas • they 
all brought breads to be bl'effed,-. and. carryedthem back to their Farmes- dome calhna 
them into their Corn, fohie burying them in' their hedges and fences, ;ft r on<fiy 
trufting, in Saint Nicolas,-, chat his bread-would,have; power to keep the Locuft out & of 
their fields; and fo atthelattthofe fuupjey ignorant and blinded foulest when they 
Taw. the- Lotufts:departed and-their Corn.fafe,-. cried out to our Lady dome )> others tcS 
Saint Nicolas , Milagro,, a Miracle, judging the Saint worthy of'praife more then God ; 
and performing to him their Vows ol Maftes r which in their: fear and trouble they 
had vowed ,, by which erroneous'and Idola’trcms dtvotion.oftheirsl got thatyeir ma¬ 
ny more Crowns then what, before,I. havemumbred From the Sodalities. The next 
year fallowing,- all that Countrey: was- generally infedted with a kind of contagious 
licknette, almoitas infectious ag,the Plague, which they callTabardilio, and was a’Fea- 
ver in : the very inward parts and. bowels, which fcarce continued to the feventh day, 
but, commonly tooh-.them away .from the.World to- a grave the third or- fifth day’ 
The filthy TmeU and ft.ench which 4 camefrom them, which lay fick of this dileafe, was 
enough; to mfeCt phe reft of thehpufe,. and all that came to fee-them ; It rotted their 
very njouths and tongues, and made themashlackas a coal before they died. Very 
few Spaniards .were> infeded wit^i fthis,Contagion);: but' the Indians generally, were ta¬ 
ken .with it. It. was reported po have begun about .Mexico, and to have, %-ead from 
TpWato Town, till it came to ,GttMemala, and-wertt on forwaj'ds;: and ftylike wife did 
the- Lpcufts the year before, marching as it were,from M&cteliwe r all the Gountrey. 
I vifited many that died of this 1 irjfedfionufing.no ■ other An tidhteagainft. itg fa ve only 
a handkercheif dipped in.Vipegcr tofmelluntO i and Ithanke God 1 eicaped where 
many, died, .In Mi^cp I buried ninety young and. okfiandrn 'Simla abovean hundred; 
sn;d -for all thefe that were eight year old, or upwards, Treceived two Crowns for a 
Matte-for then: fp.uls delivery out of Purgatory. -See good Reader, whether the con¬ 
ceit of Purgatory hav e not been a main policy of Rme to enrich, the Prieft and Clergy, 
with Mafte ftipends .from fuch as .die,,making them beleeve chat nothing elfe-can helpe 
their fouls if once plunged into that conceited fire ,- VVhere thou maift fee that one con¬ 
tagious fickneffe in. two iinall Towns- of Indians brought unto me in ieffe.then half a 
year near a hundred pounds for’ Mattes, for41 molt two hundred that died. Nay fuch 
isthe-greedy covetoufn.effeteho^nefts, that they will receive three or four Matte 
ftipends for one day , making tjre pg>pe believe that the fame Matte may be offered up 
for many, and dp one foul asmlch' ^ood^s jthptjher. Thus with the Plague- of Lo~ 
cufts, and the contagion pffickneff«|Tor the'firft fwo years together had Ian occafion 
to-enrich, my felf; as did othet Priefts. my neighbours. But think not thdt beeaufe fo 
many died, there/ofe the Towns growing lefie my offerings?for the future were: leffen* 
The Encomenderp s ©r Lords of the two-Towhs took care for that ; -who, that 
they, might not kffe any part-of,that Tribute which was formerly paittainto them , 
prefentjly after the licknette was. ceafed ); caufed;.them to. be numbred, and' fas i have in 
the Chapter before obferved ') forced to marriage -all that were twelve years and up¬ 
ward ofage ; ; whichalfo was a new ftreame of Crowns flowing into my bags; for 
from every cpuplethat were married I hadalfp two Crowns beiides ocher offerings, 
and in both the Towns, I married on that occafion above fourfcore Couple. Truly 
by all this,-1 thank the Lord, I Was more ftrengthened in my conceit agaihft the Church 
an< ^ npf,with., that greedineffe of that Lucre intifed to continue in it,thoughr 
I found the prefements thereTarre greatei- then any might be in the Church of Eng- 
landj: where I knew ' npthing-was ;to be gpt writh finging., or hudling over a Matte; 
But yet though for .the preferit my profit, was great, my eyes were open to fee the 
ecrours.. whereby -that profit eagre fp plentifully tome, and to all that crew of Idola¬ 
trous. 
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trous Priefts. The judgements cealed not herein that Countrey in my time; but after 
this contagion there was fitch an Inundation of rain that the husbandmen feared again 
the Ioffe of all their Corn. At noon time the darke clouds fora moneth together be¬ 
gan to thicken and cover the face of the Heavens, pownngdown fucb ftormy ihowres 
asfwept away much Corn, and many poor Cottages of Indians • belides the rain, 
the fiery thunderbolts breaking through the clouds threatned a dolefull judgement 
to the Countrey. In the valley of Mixco two riding together were ftricken dead 
from their Mules, the Chappel of our Lady of Carmel in the fame valley was burnt 
to the ground, and likewife two houfes at the river of Vac as. In Petapa another flafh 
of lightning, or thunderbolt fell into the Church upon the high Altar, cracking the 
wals in many places, running from Altar to Altar, defacing all the gold, and lea¬ 
ving a print and ftamp where it had gone without any more hurt. In the Cloifter of 
the Francifcans in Guatemala , a Fryer fleeping upon his bed after dinner, was ftricken 
dead, his body being left all black as if it had been burnt with fire, and yet no figne 
of any wound about him. Many accidents happened that year which was 163 2. all 
about the Countrey. But my felf was by the fafe proteftion of the Almighty won¬ 
derfully faved; for being on a Saturday at night in Mixco trembling and fearing, and 
yet truftingin my God, and praying unto him in my chamber, one flalh of lightning 
or thunderbolt fell clofe to the Church wall to which my chamber joyned, and killed two 
Calves, which were tied to a poll in a yard, to be flaughtered the next morning. The 
lightning was fo neer and terrible that it feemed to have fired all my houfe, and ftruck me 
down unto the ground, where I lay as dead for a great while; when I came again to my 
felf,I heard many Indians about my houfe, who were come to fee if either it of the Chftrch 
were fet on fire. This ftormy feafon brought me alfo much profit, for ( as formerly ) 
the Spaniards of the valley and the Indians betook themfelves to their Idol Saints 
tarrying them about ?in proceffion, Which was not done without money , which 
they call their almes unto their Saints, that they may the better be heard and intreated 
By them. 

The Summer following there was more then the ordinary earthquakes, which 
were fo great that year in the Kingdome of Peru, that a whole City called Truxillo 
was fwallowed up by the earth Which opened it felfe, and almoft all the people were 
loft, whilftthey were at Church worlhipping and praying unto their Saints. The hurt 
they did about Guatemala Was not fo much as in other places, only fome few mud 
wals were {haken down, and fome Churches cracked; which made the people fear 
and betake themfelves again to their Saints, and empty their purfes before them for 
Maffesand proceffions, left the danger fhould prove as great, as was that of the great 
earthquake which happened before my coming into that Countrey. Thefe earthquakes 
when they begin are more often then long, for they laft but for a while, ftirring the 
earth with three motions, firft on the one fide, then on the other, and with the third 
motion they feem to fet it right again. If they ftiould continue, they would doubt- 
leffe hurle down to the ground any fteeple or building though never fo great and 
ftrong. Yet at this time in Mixco fome were fo violent, that they made the fteeple 
bend fo much that they made the bels found. I was fo ufed unto them that many times 
in my bed I would not ftir for them. Yet this year they brought me tofuchafear, 
that had not the Lord been a prefent refuge to me in time of trouble, I had utterly been 
undone. For being one morning in my chamber ftudying, fo great and fuddain was 
an earthquake, that it made me run from my table to a window, fearing that before I 
coiild get down the flairs, the whole houfe might fall upon my head, the window 
was in a thick wall vaulted upwards like an arch (which the Spaniards hold to be the 
fafeft place if a houfe fhould fall ) where I expe&ed nothing but death • as foon as I 
got under it, the earthquake ceafed, though my heart ceafed not to quake with the 
fuddain affrightment. Whilft I was mufing and thinking what to do , whether I 
{hould run down to the yard or continue where I was, there came a fecondfhaking 
worfe then the firft. I thought with my felf if the houfe {hould fall, the Arch would 
notfavemylife, and that I fhould either be ftifled or thrown out of the window, 
which was not very low and neer unto the ground, but fomewhat high, wide, open 
having no glaffe cafements but woodden fhuts, ( fuch as there are ufed) and if I leaped 
out of the window, I might chance to break a leg, or a limbe, yet fave my life. The 
fuddainneffe of the aftonifhment took from me the bell and moft mature deliberation 

in 
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in fuch a cafe^and in the midft of thefe my troubled and perplexed thoughts a third motion 
came as violent as the former, wherewith I had now let one foot in the window to leap 
down, had not the fame Lord (to whom David faid in the 46. Pfal. v. 2. Therefore will 
not we fear, though the earth be moved) by his wonderfull providence fpoken both to 
me and to the moving earth, faying as in the 1 o. verf. Be Hill and know that I am God ; 
for certainly had it gone on to a fourth motion,I had by calling down my felf broke either 
my neck, or a legge, or fome other joynt. Thus was I twice laved by my good God in 
Mixco, and in Pint, la I was once no lelfe in danger in loling a legge by meaps of a fmaller 
inftrument then is a flea. 

This Town of Pinola in the Indian language is called Pancacpan, figr.ifieth in, or 
among!!, Cac, fignifieth three, things - for it fignifieth the fire , or a fruit other- 
wife called guiava- or thirdly, a fmall vermine, commonly called by the Spaniards 
Nigtta; which is common over all the India's , but more in fome places then in others! 
Where there are many Hogs, there is ufually much of this fort of: vermine. The 
Spaniards report that many of the Souldiers of Sir Francis Drake ! died of them, when 
they landed about Nombre deDios , and marched up the high Mountains pf St. Pablo 
towards Panama, who feeling their feet to itch, and not knowing the caufe thereof, 
fcratched them fo much, till they feftred , and at laft, (if this report he true) coft them 
their lives. Some fay, they breed im all places, high and low, upon Tables, Beds, and 
upon the ground • but experience fheweth the contrary, that they only, breed upon 
the ground, for where the houfes arefluttilh, and not often fivept, there commonly 
they are moll felt; and in that they u&ally get into the Feet and. : Shooes, and'feldome 
into the hands or any other part of the body, argues that they breed upon the ground. 
They are leffe then the leaft flea, apd can fc^rce be perceived, and when ifiey enter 
into the Foot, they make it burn and itch and if then they bejooked to, they ap- 
peare black, and no bigger then the point ofja pin * , and with a pin may eafily be taken 
out whole; but if part of them be left, the -fmalleft part will.dd as. much harm 
as the whole, and will get into the flelh. When once they are got in, they breeds 
little bagge in the flelh, and in it a great many Nits^whieh increafe bigger and bigger to 
the bignelfe of a great Pea; then they begin again tp make the foot itch, which if it be 
fcratched, fallethto fettering, and fo indangeretltfthe whole fopt. Some hold itbeft 
to takethem out when they caufe the firftitching ; and are getting in; but-this is hard 
to do, becaufe they can hardly then be perceived, and they, are apt to be broken. 
Therefore others commonly let them alone, .,ungilj they, be got-into the flelh, and have 
bred a bag with nits, which like a blitter fheweth,it felf through the skinne, and then 
with the point of a pin, ^they diground about the bag, till they can. with fhe.pins point 
take it out whole, if it be broken, it comes to breed again; if it. be takep out whple, 
then they put in a little Eare wax, or allies were the bag lay, apd with that the hole is 
healed up again in a day or two. The way to avoid this vermines entring into the 
footjistolayboth fhooesand ftockings, or whatsoever other clothing, upon fomeftool 
ior chair high from the ground,and not to go bare-foot; which yet iswonderfull in the 
Indians themfelves, that though they commonly do go bare-foot, yet they are feldome 
•troubled with them, which is attributed to the hardnelfe of their skin; for certainly 
were they as tender footed and skinned as are thofe that wear both Ihooes and ttoekins, 
they would be as much troubled with them as thefe are. Pancac titP molars much fubjeft 
to this Vermin, qrNigua, and I found it by wofuil experience-., for at my firft coming 
thither not knowing well the quality of it, I let one breed fo long in my foot, and conti¬ 
nued Scratching it, untill my foot came to be fo fettered, that I was fain to fie two whole 
months in a Chirurgions hand, and at laft through Gods great mercy and goodnelfe to 
me I loft not a Limbe. But that the Providence of God may be known to me the worft of 
all his Creatures, living in fo far a Countrey from all my friends, and from me may be 
related unto future Generations, before I conclude this Chapter , I lhall further Ihew 
both my dangers and deliverances. Though true it is, moll ohhclndians are but for¬ 
mally Chriftians, and only outwardly appear fuch , but fecretly are givento witchcraft 
and idolatry, yet as they were under my charge, I thought by preaching Chrift unto 
them, and by cherilhing them, and defending them from the cruelty of the Spaniards, 

I might better work upon them tp bring them to more knowled ge !of fome truths , at 
leaft concerning God and Chrift. Therefore as I found them truely Joving, kind and 
bountiful! unto me, fo I indevouredjn all occafions to Ihew them love by commife- 
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rating their fuflfer-ings, and taking their part againft any Spaniards thatwronged them,and 
keeping conftandy in my Chamber fnch drugs (as hot Waters, Annifeed and wine’and 
the like ) which I knew might molt pleafe them, when they came to fee me, and m.oit 
comfort them, when they were Tick or grieved. This my love and pity towards them 
had almoft in Pinolacoilmc my life- Foran Indian of that Townferving a Spaniard 
named Francifcode Montenegro (who lived a mile and a‘half from thence) was once jib 
pitifully beaten and wounded by his Mafter, for that he told him he would com¬ 
plain to me that he payed him not his wages, that he was brought home to the Town, 
and had I not out of my charity called fora Ohirurgion from Petapa to cure him , he 
had certainly dyed. I could not but complain for the poor Indian .unto the Prefideijt 
of Guatemala , who reffecting my complaint, fent for my Spaniard to the City, itn- 
prifoned him, and kept him clofe untill the Indian was recovreed, and To. with a Fine 
lent him back again, in a Sermon further I preffed this home unto the neighboring 
Spaniards, warning them of the wrongs and abufes which they offered unto the poor Ijn- 
dians, which I told them I would put up no more then any injury done unto my felf, fcr 
that I looked upon them as Neophytes and new plants of C'hriftianity, who werenOt 
to be difcouraged,but by all means of love encouraged to come to Chnfowithall i com¬ 
manded all the Indians that had any wrong done unto them, to come unto me, aif- 
furing the® that I would make fuch a complaint for them asfhould be heard, as they 
might perceive I had lately done to feme purpofe. This -Sermon ftuck fo in Montenegro 
hisftomach, that (as I was informed) be made an Oath, that he would .procure my 
death. Though it was told me; yet I cotild hardly belie ye it, judging jt to be more 
a bravery and a vain boaftingof a j’p^iarij then any thing elfe; Yetbythe advice of 
fome friends I was counselled to look co my felf, which yet I flighted, unti'll one 
day theboyesand Indians that fervedin my houfecadie running to my chamber door, 
wilhing me to look to myfelfe, and not to come out, 1 for that Montenegro was; ramie 
infamy Yard with a naked fword to kill ftie. i charged them ffpm within tb call 
-die Officers of the Towp to aid and affift trie; but ih the mean wfiile my furious 
Spaniard perceiviug-himfelf discovered feft the-Town. With this I drought of fecd- 
ring my felf better , and called for a Blackmore Miguel Balya*, very flout and lufty 
fellow, who lived from me half a mile, to be about me until} I could difeovermore 
of Montemgroes defignes and malicious intents. The next Sabbath day in the morning 
being to ride to the Town of Mixco, I carried my Blacken ore ,-and half a dozen of Indi¬ 
ans in my company,and going through a little wood in the midft of the Valley, there I 
found my enemy waiting for me, who Teeing the train I brought, durft do nothing, but. 
gave me fpitefall languages, telling me be hoped that he Should find me alone fome time 
or other. Wi th this I thought fit to delay no longer my Second complaint to the Presi¬ 
dent againft him, who as before heard tne willingly, and after a months imprifonment 
fcanifhed Montenegro thirty leagues from the Valley. And not only from Spaniards was 
1 in danger for the Indians fatewhilftllived inthofeTowiKjbLrtalfofrohj lpiHe Indians 
themfdves, (who were faifem Religion) I did undergoe great perils , and yet was foil 
delivered. 

In Panola there were fome, who werefimb given to witthfraft, and by the power of 
the Devil Idid adt ftrange things. Amongft the-reft there was one old woman named 
Martha de Carrillo , wh o had been by fome of the Town formerly accufed for bewitching 
manyjbutthe-d’^^ Juftices quitted her, finding no iurbPvidenceagainft hri;,- with this 
the grew worfeandworfe-, and did much harme.Whenl.was there ;two or three died,wi¬ 
thering away declaring at their death that this Carrillo had killed them,and that they faw 
her often about their beds,thr«atning them with a frowning and angry look'. The Indi¬ 
ans for fearofherdurftflotcoftiplainagauift her, nor meddfe with herj ^tWiereupon.T 
fent word unto Don'f uan de Guzman the Lord of that Town; that if hdfhokftbt order 
with her, {he would defray his Town. Hehearingofitj gdt for me a Goifimiffionffom 
the SiShop and another office of the Inquifition to make diligent and private inquiry 
after her "life and a&ionsf which Idid, and found among the tydiani many and grievous 
complaints againft her, moffof the Town affirming that certainly fte was a notorious 
witch,and that before her former accufationfhe was wont'WKttherfoeverShe went about 
the Town to go with a Duck following her, which when (he came to the Church , 
would ftay at the door till fife came outagain, and then would return home with her, 
-which Duck they imagined was iKr beloved Devil!, and familiar Spirit; for that they| 
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had often fet dogs at her and they would not meddle with her, but rather run away 

from her. This Duck never appeared more with her,, fince (he was formerly accufed be¬ 
fore the Juftice, which was thought to be her policy,that fhe might be no more fufpefted 
thereby. This old woman was a widow, and of the pooreft of the Town in outward 
{hew, and yet (he alwayes hail ftore of mony, which none could tell which way (he mfoht 
come by it. Whilft I was thus taking privy information againft her (it being the titnrof 
Lent, when all the Town came to Confeliion) fhe among the reft came to the Church 
to confelfe her fins, and brought me the beft prefent and offering of all the Town, for 
whereas a Riall is common (he brought me four, and befides a Turkey, egs, fifhand 
a little bottle of hony. She thought thereby to get with me a better opinion then I 
had of her from the whole Town I accepted of her great offering, and heard her 
Confefiion,which was of nothing but trifles, which could fcarce be judged finfull 
adions. I examined her very clofe of what was the common judgement of all the 
Indians, and efpecially of thofe who dying had declared to my feIf at their death that 
{he had bewitched them, and before their fickneffe had threatened them, and in their 
ficknes appeared threatning them with death about their beds,none but they themfelves 
feeing her. To which Ihe replyed weeping, that {he was wronged. I asked her, how fhe 
being a poor widow without any fons to help her, without any means of lively- 
hood hadfo much mony, as to give me more then the richeftof the Town, how (he 
came by that fifh, Turkey, and hony, having none of this of her own about her 
houfe? to which fhe replyed, that God loved her and gave her all thefe things,and 
that with her mony (he had bought the reft. I asked her of whom ? (he anfwered that 
out of the Town fhe had them. . I perfwaded her much to repentance, and to for- 
fake the Devill and all fellowfhip with him; but her words and anlwers were of a 
Saintly and holy woman; and {he earneftly defired me to give her the Communion 
with the reft that were to receive thejiext day. Which I told her I durft not do, ufing 
Chrifts words, Give not the childrens bread unto dogs, nor caft your pearls unto fwme ; 
and that it would be a great fcandall to give the Communion unto her, who was fn- 
fpefted generally, and had been accufedfor a witch. This {he took very ilJ,.telling me that 
{he had many years received the Communion, and now in her old age it grieved her 
to be deprived of it ; her tears were many, yet I could not be moved with them, hut 
refolutely denied her the Communion, and fo difmiffed her. At noon when I had 
done my work in the Church , I bad my fervants go to gather up the-offerings, and 
gave order to have the fifh dreffed for my dinner which fhe had brought; butnofooner 
was it carried into the Kitchen, when the Cook looking on it found it full of mag¬ 
gots, and {linking, fo that I was forced to hurl it away. With that I began to fuT- 
peeft my old witch, and went to. look on her hony, and powring it out into-a difh, I 
found it full of wormes, her egs I could not kpow from others , there being near’a 
hundred offered that day; but after as I ufedthem, we found feme rotten, feme with 
dead chickens within; the next morning the Turkey was found dead;.- as for her four 
Rials, I could not perceive whether {he had bewitched them out of my pocket, for that 
I had put them with many other, which that day had been given me,yet as far as I- could 
I called to memory who and what had been given me, and in my judgement and recko¬ 
ning I verily thought that I miffed four Rials. At night when my fervants the Indians 
were gone to bed, I fat up late in my chamber betaking my felf to ray books and 
ftudy, for I was the next morning to make an exhortation to thofe that received the 
Communion. After I had ftudyed a while, it being between ten and: eleven of the 
Clock, on a foddain the chief door in the hall (where in a- lower room was my cham- 
bee, and the fervants, and three other doors ) flew open, and I heard one come in, 
and for a while wafke aboutthen was another door opened which went into a lic r 
tie room, where my iladdles were laid ; with this I thought it might be the Black-more 
■Miguel Dalva , who would often come late to my houfe to lodge there, efpecially fince 
my fear <s ( iMontenegro y %.x\& I conje&ured that he was. laying up his faddle, I called un¬ 
to him by his name two or three times from within my chamber, but no anfvver was 
made; but fuddenly another door that went oiA to a Garden flew alfo open,wherewith 
I began within to fear, my joynts trembled, my hair flood-up, I would have called 
out to the fervants, and my voice was as it were flopped with the fudden.affright- 
ment ’ L beg * n t6 the witch, and put my truft in God againft her, and en¬ 

couraged my felf and voice,calling out to the fervants, and knocking with a cane at 

my 
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my door within that they might hear me, for I durft not open it and go out. With 

the noife which I made the fervants awaked and came out to my chamber door- then 
I opened it, and asked them if they had not heard fome body in the hall, and all the 
doores opened. They faid they were afleep, and heard nothing , only one hoy faid 
he heard all, and related unto me the fame that I had heard. I took my candle then 
in my hand and went out into the hall with them to vie* the doors, and I fouijd them 
all ftiut, as the fervants faid they had left them. 1 hen I perceived that the Witch would 
hav6 affrighted me, but had no power to dome any harm; I made two of the fer¬ 
vants lie in my chamber; and went to bed. In the morning early I fent for my Fifcal 
the Clerk of the Church, and told him what had happened that night; he fmiied 
upon me, and told me it was the widow Carillo, who had often played fuch tricks in the 
Town with thofe that had offended her, and therefore he had the night before come 
unto me from her defiring me to give her the Communion, left fiie {hould do me fome 
hurt, which I denied unto him, as I had done to her felf. The Clerk bad me be of good 
cheer, for.he knew {he had no power over me to do me any hurt. After the Communi¬ 
on that day fome of the chief Indians came unto me, and told me that old Carillo had 
boafted that {he would play me fpme trick or other, becaufe I would not give her the 
Communion. But I to rid the Town of fuch a limbe of Satan , fent her to Guate¬ 
mala, with all the evidences and witneffes which I had found againft her unto the 
Prefident and Bilhop, who commanded her to he put in prifon, where {he died within 
two moneths. , . 

Many more Indians there were in that Town, who were faid in my time to do very 
ftrange things. One called John Gonzalez was reported to change himfeif into the Ihape 
ofaLyon,andinthat Ihapewasone day {hot in the nofe by a poor harmeleife Spaniard 
who chiefly got his living by going about the woods and Mountains,and {hooting at wild 
Deer and other beafts to make money of them. He efpied one day a Lyon, and having 
no other aime at him but his fnout behind a tree, he {hot at him; the Lyon runaway; 
the fame day this Gonzalez v/as taken fick, I was fent for to hear his Confelfion, I faw 
his face and nofe all bruifed, and asked him how it came, he told nie then that he had fallen 
from a tree and almoft killed himfeif; yet afterwards he accufed the poor Spaniard for 
{hooting at him; the bufineflfe was examined by a Spa»i(b Juftice, my evidence was taken 
for what Gonzalez ' told me of his fall from a tree, the Spaniard was put to his oath, who 
fware that he {hot at a Lyon, in a thick wood, where an Indian could fcarce be thought 
to have any bufineflfe , the tree was found out in the Wood, whereat the {hot had been 
made and was ftill marked with the {hot and bullet } which Gonzalez confeffed was to be 
the place; and was examined how he neither fell nor was feen by the Spaniard, when he 
came to feek for the tyon, thinking he had killed him; to which he anfwered that he 
ran away left the Spaniard fhoula kill him indeed. But his anfwers feeming frivo¬ 
lous, the Spaniards integrity being known, and the great fufpicion that was in the 
Town of Gonzalez his dealing with the Devill, cleared the Spaniard from what was laid 
againft him. 

But this wtis nothing to what after happened to one fohn Gomez, the chiefeft Indian 
of that Town of neer fourfeore years of age, the Head and Ruler of the principallelt 
Tribe among die Indians , whole advife and counfell was taken and preferred before all 
the reft, who feemed to be a very godly Indian, and very feldome miffed morning and 
evening prayers in the Church, and had beftowed great riches there. This Indian very 
fuddenly was taken lick (I being then in my other Town of Mixeo ) the Mayordomos, 
or Rewards of the Sodality of the Virgin fearing that he might die. without Confefii- 
on and they be chid for their negligence, at midnight called me up at Afixco,definng me 
to go prefently and help %oi>n Gomez to die, whom alfo they faid defired much to fee 
me and to receive fome comfort from me. I judging it a work of charity, although 
the time of the night were unfeafonahle, and the great rain at the prefent might have 
flopped my charity, yet I would not be hindred by either of them, and fo fet forth to 
ride nine miles both in the dark and wet. V/hen I came to Pinola being thorow wet to 
the skin, I went immediately tothehoufe ofoldfick GW??^, who lay with his face all 
muffled up, thanked me for my pains and care I had for his foul; he defired to confeffe, 
and by his confelfion and weeping evidenced nothing but a godly life, and a willing 
defire to. die and tk> be with Chrift. Icomforted him and prepared him for death, and 
before I departed, asked him how he felt himfeif; he anfwered that his fickneffe was no- 

thing 
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nothing but old age, and weakneffe. With this I went to my houfe, changed my jfejf 
and laydown a while to reft, when fuddenly I was called up again to give Gomez the 
extreme un&ion, which the Indians (as they have been, ignorantly taught ) will not 
omit to receive before they die. As I anointed him in his nbfe, his lips, his eyes, his 
hands and his feet, I perceived that he was fwelled, and black and blew - but made ’no- 
thing of it, judging it to pftceed from the fickneffeof his body; I went again home 
being now break of the day,, when after I had taken a fmall nap, fome Indians came 
to my door for to buy candles to offer dp for 'fokn GofheZ his foul, whom they 
told me was departed, and was that day to be buried very folemnly. at Maffe. I arofe- 
with droufie eyes after fo unquiet a nights reft • and walked to the Chnrch, where I 
ffiw the grave was preparing. I met With two or three Spaniards who lived neer the 
Town and were come to Maffe that morning, who went in with me to my chamber, 
and with them I fell into difcourfe about fbkn Gomez , telling them What cotrtfort I 
bad receivedat his death, whom I judged to have lived Very holily, and doubted not 
of hisfalvation, and that the Town would much want him, for that he Was their 
chief guide, and leader, ruling them with good advife and counfell. At this the 
Spaniards foiled one at another, and.told melwasmuch deceived by all the Indians , 
but efpeciallyby the deceafed ffowe*.,. if I judged him to have been a Saint, artdholy 
man. I told them that they as enemies to the poor Indians judged ftill uncharitably 
of them; but that I who know very well their conferences, could judge better of them 
then they. One then replyed, that it feemedllittle knew the truth of fohnGomt his 
death by the Confeflion which he had made unto me, andthatlfeemed to be ignorant 
of the ftir which was in the Town concerning his-death. This feemed fo ftrange unto 
ime, that I defired them to informe me of the truth. Then they told me that the re¬ 
port went, that fohn Gomez was the chief wizard of all the Wizards and witches in the 
Town, and that commonly he was wont to be changed into the fhape of a Lyon,and 
fo to walke about the mountains. That he was ever a deadly enemy to one S'ebaftian 
Lopez an ancient Indian, and head of another Tribe; and that both of them two 
daies before had met in the mountain, Gomez in the fhape of a Lyon, and Lopez iiit- 
the fhape of aTigre, and that they fought moft cruelly, till Gomez (who was the 
older and weaker) was tired, much bit and brtrifed; and died of it. And further that 
I might beaffuredof this truth, they told me that Lopez was in prifon for it, and the 
two Tribes ftriving about it; and that the Tribe and kindred of Gomez demanded front 
Lopez and his Tribe and kindred fatisfa&ion, and a great fum of mony, or elfe did threa¬ 
ten to makethe cafe known unto the Spanifb power and authority, which yet they were 
unwilling to do if they could agree and fmother it up among themfelves, that they 
might not bring an afperfion upOn their whole Town- This feemed very ftrange un¬ 
to me, andl'could not refolve what to beleeve , and thought I would never more 
believe an Indian , if I found jehn Gomez to have fo much diffembled and deceived 
me. I took my leave of the Spaniards and went my felf to the prifon, where I found 
Lopez with fetters-. I called one of the officers of the Town, who was Alguazil Maior,, 
and my great friend, unto my houfe, and privately examined him why Lopez was 
kept fo clofe prifoner; he was loth to tellme fearing the reft of the Indians, and ho¬ 
ping the bufmeffe would be taken up, and agreed by the two Tribes, and not noifed about 
the Gountrey,which at that veryinftant the two Alcaldes and Regidores, Maiors and 
JurateS, with the chief of both Tribes were fitting about in the Town-houfe alt 
that morning. But I feeing the officer fo timorous, was more defiroustoknowfome- 
thing, and preffed more upon him for the truth, giving himan inkling of what I had 
heard from the Spaniards before. To which he anfwered that if they could agree a- 
mongft themfelves, they feared no ill report from the Spaniards againft their Town ; I 
told him I muff know what they were agreeing upon amongft themfelves fo clofely in 
the Town-houfe. He told me, if I Would promife him to fay nothing of him ( for 
he feared the whole Town if they fhould know he had revealed any thing unto me) 1 
he would tell me the truth. With this I comforted him, and gave him a cup ofWine, and 
encouraged him, warranting him that no harm fhould come unto him for what he told 
me. Then he related the bufineffe unto me as the Spaniards lud done, and told me that 
he thought the Tribes amongft themfelves would not agree, for that fome of Gomez 
his friends hated Lotez and all fetch as were fo familiar with the Devilf, and cared not 
if Gomez his diffembling life were laid open to the world; but others he Laid, who 
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were as bad as Lopez, and Gomez, would have it kept dole left they and all the 
Witches and Wizards of the Town Ihould be difcoyered. This ftruck me to the very 
heart, to think that I Ihould live amongft fuch people, whom Ifaw w'ere fpendingali 
they could get by their work and labour upon the Churchy Saints, and in offerings, and 
yet were fo privie to the counfels of Satan • it grieved me that the Word I preached 
unto them, did no more good, and I rcfolved from that time forward to fpend moft 
of my indevours againft Satans fubtility, and to (hew them more then I had done , the 
great danger of their fouls who had made any compaft with the Devill, that I might 
make them abandon and abjure his works, and clofe with Chrift by Faith. I dif- 
miffedthe Indian, and went to the Church, to fee if the people were come to Maffe* 

I found there no body but only two who were making Gomez his Grave. I went 
back to my Chamber , troubled much within my felf, whether I Ihould allow him a 
Chriftian Buriall, who had lived and died fo wickedly, as I had been informed. Yet 
I thought I was not bound to believe one Indian againft him, nor the Spaniards, whom 
I fuppofed fpokc but by hearfay. Whileft I was thus muling, there came unto me at leaft 
twenty of the chiefeft of the Town with the two Maiors* Jurates, and all the Officers of 
Juftice, who defired me to forbear that day the burying of fohn Gomez, for that 
they had refolved to call a Crown Officer to view his Corps and examine his death, 
left they all Ihould be troubled for him, and be again unburyed. I made as if I 
knew nothing, but inquired of them the reafon; then they related all unto, me, and told 
me how there were witneffes in the Town who law a Lyon and a Tyger fighting, and 
prefently loft the light of the beafts, and faw fohn Gomez, and Sebaftian Lopez, much 
about the fame place parting one from another • and that immediately ‘fohn Gomez came 
home bruifed to his bed, from whence he never rofe more, and that he declared upon 
his death-bed unto fome of his friends that Sebaftian Lopez had killed him; whereupon 
they had him in fafe cuftbdy. Further they told me that though they had never known 
fo much wickednefle of thefe two chief heads of their Town whom they had much re- 
fpefted and followed, yet now upon this occalion, from the one Tribe and the other 
they were Certainly informed that both of them did conftantly deal with the Devill * 
which would be a great afperlion upon their Town, but they for their parts abjured 
all fuch wicked wayes, and prayed me not to conceive the worfe of all for a few, whom 
they were refolved to perfecute, andfuffernot to live amongft them. I told them I 
much liked their good zeal, andincouraged them as good Chriftians to indevour the 
rooting out of Satan from their Town , and they did very well in giving notice to 
Guatemala^ the Spanifh power, of this accident, and that if they had concealed it, they 
might all have been punilhed as guilty of Gomez his death,and Agents with Satan,and his 
inftruments. I allured them I had no ill conceipt of them, but rather judged well of them 
for what they were agreed to do. The Crown Officer was fent for who came that night 
and fearched Gomez his body; I was prefent with him, and found it all bruifed,fcratched 
and in many places bitten and fore wounded. Many evidences and fufpicions were brought 
in againft Lopez by the Indians of the Town, efpeciall by Gomez his friends, whereupon 
he was carryedaway to Guatemala , and there again was tryed by the fame witneffes, 
and not much denying the fad himfelf, was there hanged. And Gomez, though his grave 
was opened in the Church, he was not buried in it, but in another made ready for him in 
a Ditch. 

In Mixco I found alfofome Indians no leffe diffemblers then was this Gomez , and 
thofe of the chiefeft and richeft of the Town, who were four Brothers called Puentes , 
and half a fcore more. Thefe were outwardly very fair tongued , liberall, and free 
handed to the Church, much devoted to the Saints, great feafters upon their day, 
and yet in fecret great Idolaters. But it pleafed God to make me his inftrument, to 
difcover and bring to light the fecrecy of their hidden works of darkneffe,which it feems 
the privacy of a thick Wood and Mountain had many years hid from the eyes of the 
World. Some of thefe being one day in the company of other better Chriftians drink¬ 
ing hard of their Chicha, boafted of their God, faying that he had preached unto them 
better then I could preach, nay that he had plainly told them that they Ihould not 
believe any thingthat I preached of Chrift, but follow the old wayes of their Forefa¬ 
thers, who worlhipped their Gods aright, but now by the example of the Spaniards 
they were deluded, and brought to worlhip a falfe God. The other Chriftians hear¬ 
ing of this began to wonder, and to enquire of them where that God was, and with 
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much ado, promifing to follow their ways, and their God, got out of them the place and 
Mountain where they might find him. Though this in drunkenneffe were agreed upon yet 
in fobernefie the good Chriftians thought better of what they had agreed upon, flighted 
what before in drinking they heard, and yet it was not kept by them fo clofe, but that it 
came to the ears of a Spaniard in the Valley ; who finding himfelf touched in confidence , 
came to Mixco to me,and told me what he had heard,that fome Indians of that town fol¬ 
lowed an Idol, and boafted that he had preached unto them againft my Dodrine,and for 
the wayes of the former Heathens. I thanked God for that he was pi'eafed to und’ermine 
the fecret works of Satan daily; and defired the Spaniard to tell me by whom he came to 
know of this. He told me the Indians name from whom he had it, and that he was afraid 
to difcover the Indians and to tell me of it. I fent for the Indian before the Spaniard,- 
who confeffed unto me that he had heard of fuch a thing; but knew that if he did 
difcover the Indians , they with the power of the Devill would do him much harm ; 

I told him-, if he were a true Chriftian, he ought to fight againft the Devill, andnotto 
fear him, who could do him no harm if God were with him, and he doled by Faith 
with Chrift, and that the difcovcry of that Idoll might be a means for the "conver¬ 
ting of the Idolaters, when they {hall fee the fmall power of their falfie God againft the 
true God of the Chriftians. Further I told him plainly, that if he did not tell me 
who the Indians were, and where their Idol was, that I would have him to Guatemala, 
and there make him difcover what he knew. Here the Indian began to tremble, and 
told me the Fuentes had boafted of fuch an Idol, whom they called their God, and gave 
fome fignes of a Fountain and of a Pine Tree at the mouth of a Cave in fuch a Moun¬ 
tain. I asked him, if he knew the place, or what kind of Idol it was; he told me, 
that he had often been in that Mountain, where he had feen two or three fprings of 
water, but never was in any Cave. I asked him if he would go with me, and helpe me 
to find it out, he refufed ftill fearing the Idolaters, and wilhed me not to go, for fear 
if theyfhould be there , they might kill me rather then be difcovered. fanfwered 
him that! would carry with me fuch a Guard asfhouldbe able to defend me againft 
them, and my Faith in the true living God, would fecure me againft that falfe God. I 
refolved therefore with the Spaniard t ogo to fearch out the cave the next day, and to 
carry with me three or four Spaniards and my Blackmore Miguel Valva , and that 
Indian. I told him Iwoifld not fuffer him to go home to his houfe that day, for 
fear he (hould difcover in the Town my defign and purpofe, and fo we might be 
prevented by the Idolaters, who certainly that night would take away their Idol. The 
Indian ftill refufed, till Ithreatned him to fend for the Officers of Juftice , and to fe¬ 
cure his perfonj with this he yeelded, and that he might have no difcourfe with any 
body in the Town, nor with the Servants of my houfe, I defired the Spaniard to take 
him home to his houfe, and to keep him there clofe that day and night, promifing 
to be with him the next morning. I charged the Spaniarda\fo with fecrefle , and fo 
difmiffed him with the Indian. That day I rid to Vinola for the Blackmore Miguel 
Dalva, and brought him to Mixco with me, not telling him what my intent was* 

I went alfo to four neighbouring Spaniards , defiring them to be in a readineffe the next 
morning to go a little way with me for the fervice of God , and to meet meat fuch 
a neighbours houfe, and that if they would bring their fowling peeces, we might 
chance to find fome fport where we went, and as for provifion of Wine and Meat, I 
would provide fufficiently. They promifed to go with me, thinking that although 
I told them, it was for the fervice of God, my purpofe only was to hunt after fome 
ivild Deer in the Mountains. I was glad they conftruedmy aftion that way, and fo 
went home, and provided that night a good Gammon of Bacon, and fome Fowles rofted^ 
cold, and others boiled, well peppered and falted for the next dayes work. Where I had 
appointed my Indian to be kept, I met with the reft of my company, and from thence 
we went together to the place of the Idolaters worlhipping, which was fome fix miles 
from Mixco towards the Town of St. fohn Sacatepeques. When we came into, the 
Wood we prefently met with a deep Barranca, or bottome, where was a running, 
which encouraged us to make there diligent fearch, but nothing could be found * from 
thence we afcendedup out of the Barranca, and found after much timefpenta lpring 
of water, and looked carefully about it, but could find no Cave. Thus in vain we 
fearched till the Evening, and fearing left we might lofe our way and our felves, if 
the night overtook us, my friends began to fpeak of returning homewards.' But I con- 
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dering that as yet we had not gone over one halfe part of the Wood, and to go home 
and come aga?n might make usi to be noted, and fpoken of, we thought it our beft 
way to take up our lodging that night in the Wood, and in that bottome which we firft 
fearched, where was good water tor to drink Chocolatte, and warm lying Under the 
trees, and fo in the morning to make our fecond fearch. The Company was very 
willing to yeeld unto it, and tire calme night Favoured our good intentions. We made 
a fire for our Chocolatte, and Tupped exceeding well of our cold meat, andfpenthioft 
part ofthe.night in merry difeourfe, having a watchfull eye over our Indian, left he 
fhould give*usthe flip, and committing him to the chargeof Miguel Halva > Inth? 
morning we prayed unto God, befeechtng him to guide us that day in the work we 
went about , and to difcover Amto us the Cave of darkneffe and iniquity , where lay 
hid that i'nftrument of Satan, that fo by his difeovery glory might be given pnto our 
true God, and fhame and punifhment broughc upon his enemies. We entred a- 
gain into the thick Wood up a fteepy hill, and having throughly fearched all the 
South fide of it, we went on to the North fide, where we found another deep dc- 
feent, which we began to walke down looking on every fide, and not in vain; for 
almoft half a mile from the top we found fome marks of a way that had been ufedand 
trodden, which we followed untill we came to another fpring of water j we fearched 
narrowly about it, and found fome peeces of broken earthen dilhes and pots, and one 
peece of a chafing difhyfuch as the Indians ufe to burn Frankincenfe in, in the Churches 
before their Saints; we verily imagined that thefe were peeces of fome fuch inftruments. 
wherewith the Idolaters 1 performed , their duty unto their Idol, and we were the more 
comforted for that we knew that earthen ware had been made in Mixco ; the pine 
Tree which immediately we difeovered confirmed our hopes. When we came unto 
it we made very little more fearch, for neer at hand was the Cave, which was dark with¬ 
in, but light at the mouth, where we found more earthen ware, with afhes in them, 
which afl'ured us of fome Frankincenfe that had been burned. We knew not how 
fir the Cave might reach within, nor what might be in it, and therefore with a flint 
we ftruck fire and lighted a couple of candles and went in < ac the entring it was 
broad, and went a little forward, but when we were in, we found it turn on the left 
hand towards the mountain, and not far; for within two rods we found the Idol 
(landing upon a low ftooll covered with a linnen cloth. The fubftanceofit was wood, 
black fiiining like Jet, as if it had been painted or fmoaked, the forme was of a mans 
head unto the (houlders; without either Beard or Muftachoes; his look was grim 
with a wrinkled forehead, and broad ftartling eyes. We feared not his frowning look, 
but prefently feized upon, him; and as we lifted him up we found under him fome An¬ 
gle Rials, which his Favorites had offered unto him; which made us fearch more di¬ 
ligently the Cave; and it wasnotamiffe, for we found upon the ground more fingle 
Rials, fome plantines and other fruits, wax candles half burned, pots of Maiz, one 
little’one of Hony, little dilhes wherein Frankincenfe had been burned,whereby I.per- 
ceived the Idolaters and Chriftians both agreed in their offerings j and had I not been 
informed that they called this Idol their God, I could have blamed them no more then 
the reft of the Towns who worfhip , kneel before and offer fuch offerings unto their 
Saints made of Wood, and fome no handfomer then was this Idol, which I thought, 
might have been fome beads (hape; but being the (hape and form of a man, they 
might have named him by the name of fome Saint, and fo fome way have excufed them- 
felves, which they could not do, nor would they do it, in that they perfifted in this 
error, that he was their God, and had fpokerl and preached unto them, and being after¬ 
wards’asked by me, whether it were the pifture of any Saint, fuch as were in Mixco, 
and other Churches, they anfweted. No, but that he was above all the Saints in the 


Countrcy. • • . ; ,: . 

We were very joyfull to fee that we had not fperit our time in vairt, we cut 
down boughes of trees; and filled the Cave with them and flopped the mouth of it up, 
and came away, making the 7^»that went wich us carry the Idol on his back wrap¬ 
ped up in a cloth, that it might not be feen or perceived as we went. I thought it fic 
to delay the time till night, and then to enter into Mixco, that the Indians might fee 
frothing. So I flayed at one of the Spaniards houfes, till it were late, and defired him 
to warn from me all the Spaniards thereabouts to be at Mixco Church the next .Sab¬ 
bath, ( fearing left the Idolaters might be many, and rife up againft me ) that l had 
a 0^3 lome- 
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fomewhatto fay unto them and their Blackmores concerning their Sodalities fcrnl 
would not have them know of the Idol,, till they heard of_it and faw it in the Church 
left it {hould come to the Indians hearing , and lb the Idolaters might,- abfent them* 
felves. At night I took-my. Indian, and Miguel Dalvamitime, and went home and 
{hutting up. the Idol in acheft till the next Sabbath*.Tdifouffed the Indian, charging 
him to fay nothing, for he, knew, if he,did'what harrne; might come unto him from 
the Idolaters, and I knew few words now would fuftke ,.io.r that he feared himfelf 
if it fhoirfd.be known, that he had been with me,. I kept r-Miguel Ddva .with me 
who wasdefrrobs to fee the end of the bufinefle, and preparedmV felfWtnft the next 
Sabbath to preach upon the 3 ~4>i of the aiadof a Exodus r %hm fhalt havemne other Gads be* 
fore me, though it were a Text nothing belonging to the Gofpef of the day from whence 
commonly in the Church- of Rowe the Texts and fubjeA$'«f Sermons ace deduced- 
but I judged that Text mofl{ feafonable for the prefent oecafion. On the Sabbath day 
in the moniing, whfen the Pulpit was made ready by him who had care of the Church 
and Altars, ! caufed Miguel Ddva to cirry under his Cloak:the Idoi and to leave it 
in the Pu lpit upon the ground that it might not be feen,.till fuch time as I Ihould think fie 
in my Sermon to produce it, ar4 to watch about the Church till the Congregation came 
m, that none might fee it or take it away. Never was there a greater refort from abroad 
to. that Churcfrthen that day of Spaniards' and Blackmores,. who by the’warning I' fenc 
unto them .expeAed fome great matter from me,.and of the Town very few were abfenn 
the Fuentes andall the reft that were fufpeAed to be that Idols favorites (little thinking 
that their God was brought from his Cave, And now lay hid in the Pulpit to {frame them) 
came alfo that day to Church, I commanded Miguel Dalva to be himfelf neer the Pulpit 
at Sermon time,.and to warne thofe Spaniards, that knew the bufinefTe, and fome more 
Blackmores bis friends to he alfo neer the Pulpit ftaires. 

Thus Mafle being, ended y I. went up to preach ; whdn I rehearfed the words of 
my Text, I perceived both Spaniards and 1 Indians began to Look, one upon another' 
as not being ufed to Sermons out of the Old Teftament. I went on laying open this 
command of God,for havingno other Gods before him, fo that the DoArine might ieeru 
to convince all that weretbereprefent,as well Saint-worfhippers, as indeed'that Idols 
Worfhippers, if the caufe of my preachingftipon.tIiat SubjeAhad not diverted their eyes 
from tbemfelves to behold their own guiltinefle;bf Idolatry,-and to look only upon thofe 
who worshipped a peeceofWood for God, and not, ; as they did,,for a Saint ( which; yet 
in my judgement wasmuchaiike.) After I had fpoken what I thought fit concerning 
that horrible fin, and {hewed, that no creature could have the power of God (who 
was the Creator of all things) neither could do good or harme without the true living 
Gods Comrftifiion,efpecially inanimate Creatures as flocks, and ftones, who by the hands 
and workmanfhip of man might have eyes; and yet were dead Idols, and fee not, might 
have ears and not hear, might have mouths, and not fpeak, might have hands, and 
not work,, nor help or defend with them fuch as worthipped them, and bowed down: 
unto them. 

Thus having half finifhed my Sermon,, I bowed my felf down in the Pulpit, and: 
lifted up the black, grim, and flaring Devill* and placed that Dagon on one fide of the: 
Pulpit, with my eyes fixed upon fome of the Fuentes and others, who Iperceived chan¬ 
ged their colour, blulfred, and were fore troubled looking, one upon another I de- 
fired the Congregation to behold what a God was worfhipped by fome of them, and 
all totake notice of him , if any knew what part of the earth was the Dominion of 
this God, or from whence he came. I told them that fome had boafted that 
thispeece of Wood had fpoken, and preached againft what I had taught of Ghrift, 
and that therefore he was wor {hipped by them for God, and they had offered mony ’ 
hony, and of the fruits of the earth unto him, and burnt Frankincenfe before him in a 
fecret and hidden Cave under the earth,ffrewing thereby that they were afhamed to own 
him publickly^ and that he lurking in the darknefle of the earth v {hewed certainly 
that he belonged to the Prince of darkneffe. I challenged him there in publick to- 
{peak for himfelf, or elfe by filence to {hame-and confound all his worfhippers. I ftiew-s 
ed them how being but wood, he had been madfe and faihioned by the hands of man, 
and therefore was but a dead Idol. I fpent a great deal of time arguing with him, and 
defying Satan who had ufed him as his inftrument, daring the Devil! himfelf to take 
him from that place which I had confined him to if he could, to {hew what little power 
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he or Satan had againft the power of my faith in Chrift. After much, .arguing and re,> 
foning according to the ihallow capacity of the Indians prefent, I told them it that 
their God had power to deliver him from that execution, which I had intended againft 
him ( which was there publickly to have him cut in pieces and burnt) they fhould not 
believe the Gofpellof Jefus Chrift; but if they fa.W. no power at all in him againft 
me the weakeft inftruraent of the true living God,.thenI beieethed them to be cpnyci¬ 
ted unto that true God who created all things, and to embrace falvation by hi? Sop 
the only Mediatour and Saviour Jefus Chrift, and to renounce and abjure from that 
time all Heathenifh Idolatry of their forcfathers > alfuring them for what was paft J 
would intercede for them,'' and fecure them from what punifhment might be inflideft 
upon them by the Prefidentand Bifhop, and if they would come to me, I would fpend 
my beft indevours for the helping and furthering of, them in the way of Clmftia r 
nity, . 

And thus concluding without naming any pfcrfon, 1 went down out of the Pulpit.., 
and caufed the Idol to be brought after me, and fending for an axe, and for two or 
three great pans of coals, I commanded him to be heweninveryfmallpeeces, and to 
be caftin the fire and burned before all the people in the midft of the Church. The 
Spaniards cried out joyfully Victor Victor, and others repeated, Gloria a nofiro Hips, 
Glory to our God: the Idolaters held their peace and fpake not then a jvprd. But af¬ 
terwards they aded moll fpightfully againft me, and confpired day. and night to get 
me at fdme advantage, and to kill me. I writ to the President of Guatemala informing 
him of what I had done^ and to the jBilhop (as an Inquifitor to whom fuch cafes 
of Idolatry did belong) to be informed from him of what courfeI fhould take with 
the Indians who were but in part yet difcovered unto me, and thofeonlyby the rela,- 
tion of one Indian■ From both I received great thanks; for my pains , ip l'earching the 
mountain, and finding out the Idol, and for my zeal in burning of k. And as touch¬ 
ing the Indian Idolaters their counfell unto me was, that I fhould further enquire af¬ 
ter the reft and difcover. as many as I could, and indevour to converti them to the 
knowledge of the tfue.God by fair and fweet means, (hewing pfty unto them for 
their great blindnefle, and promifing them upon their repentance pardon from the &¥ 
quifition, which considering them to be but new plants ufeth not fuch rigour with 
them , which it ufeth with Spaniards if they fall into fuch horrible fins. This advife 
I followed, and fent privately for the Fuentes to my chamber, and told them how mer- 
cifull the Inquifi tion was unto them, expediting their converfion and amendment. They 
feemedfomwhatftubborne and angry for that I had burned that God, whom pot only 
they, but many others in the Town, and alfo in the Town of Saint fohn Sacatept-. 
aues didworfhip. I ufed reafons to perfwade them no honour was due unto it,as to 9 
God. But one of them boldly replyed, that they knew that it was a peece of wpod 
and of itfelf could not fpeak , but feeing it had fpoken ( as they were all witneffes) 
this was a miracle whereby they ought to be guided, and they did verily beleeve that 
God was inthat peece ofwood, which fincethe fpeechmadeby it was more then or¬ 
dinary wdod, having God himfelf in it, and therefore deferved more offerings and a- 
doration then thofe Saints in the Church,, who did never fpeak unto the people, I 
told them that the Devill rather had framed that fpeech (if any they had heard ) for 
to deceive their fouls and lead them to hell; which they might eafily perceive from the 
Doftrine which I was informed he had preached againft Chrift the only begotcen fon 
of God, whom the Father lovet hand in whom he is well pieafed, and againft whom 
he certainly would not fpeak in that Idol. Another anfwered boldly, our forefathers 
never knew what Chrift was,' untill the Spaniards came unto that Countrey , but they 
knew there were Gods, and did worfhip them,and did faerifice unto them ; : and for ought 
they knew this God of theirs belonged in old times unto theif forefathers. Why then, 
faid Junto them, he was a weak "God who by my hands hath been burned i I per¬ 
ceived that at that time there was no reafoning with them, for they were ftubborn and 
captious, andfo I difmiffed them. Had not Godmoft gracioufly protefted me againft 
thefe my enemies, I had certainly been murthered by them j for a moneth after the 
burning of the Idol, when I thought all had been forgotten, and that the Idolaters 
were quiet, then they began to ad their fpight and malice which firft I difcovered by a 
noife which once at midnight I heard of people about my houfe, and at my chamber 
door: to whom I called out from my bed not daring to-open, but cOjild have no 
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anfwer from them. I perceived they would have come in by force, for they puffied hard 
at the door. Whereupon I took fuddainly the iheets from Off my bed, tying them 
with aftrongknot together, and with another to a bar of the window, making my 
ffelf ready to fall down by them to the ground, and fo to flie in the dark night, if they 
hadufed violence to come in. The ftieets being thus prepared , and they' ftill at the 
doorthruftingwithout any word from them, I thought by calling and crying oue 
aloud I might affright them away. Wherefore with a (hnll voich I called firft to my fer - 
vants, who were but boyes, and lay at the further end of a long gallery, then I cryed 
out to the neighbouring houfes to come and affift me againft theeves. Thelervants had 
heard the noife and were awake, who prefently at my call came out; and with their 
coming my enemies ran down the ftaires, and were heard no more that night. But I 
perceiving which way their fpight and malice was bent, thought fit to be no more a- 
lone in the night, with boyes only in fo great a houfe as was that of Mixco ; where¬ 
upon the next day I fent for my trufty friend' Miguel Dalva who was able to fight a- 
lOne with any half dozen of Indians , wifhing him to bring with him what weapons 
he could get for my defence. I kept him with me a fortnight; and the next Sabbath 
I gave warning in the Church, that whofoever came in the night to my houfe to af¬ 
fright me, or to do me any other mifchief fhould look to himfelf, for that I had 
weapons both offenfive and defenfive. Though for a while I heard no more of them; 
yet they defiftednot altogether from their evill and malicious intents; for knowing 
that Miguel Dalva, did not lie in the chamber with me, a fortnight after (I being 
till about midnight with my candle ftudying) they came up the ftaires fo foftly that I 
heard them not; but the Blach^more being awake it feemes perceived that they were 
coming up, and foftly arofeup from a long table were he lay upon a Mat, and took 
in his hand a couple of brick-bats of many which lay under the table for a work 
which I had in hand, and as he opened the door made a little noife, which was to them 
an item to flie down the ftaires, and to run (as they thought) for their lives. The 
Blackjnore did alfo run after them, and finding they had got too much advantage of 
him, and not knowing which way they might take, fent after them with a fury his 
two brick-bats, wherewith he'fuppofed he did hit one of them, for the next day walk¬ 
ing about the Town he met with one of the Fuentes having a cap on his head, and he 
inquired of feme Indians what he ailed, and he underftood by them that his head was 
broke, but how they knew not. They perceiving that I was thus guarded by Mi¬ 
guel Dalva, defifted from that time from coming any more in the night unto my 
houfe, but yet defifted not from their fpight and malice and from afting mifchief a- 
gainft me. For a month after when I thought that all had been forgotten, and they 
feemed outwardly to be kind and curteous, there came a meffenger to me from the ol- 
deft of them, named Pablo de Fuentes, to tell me that he was very fick, and like to die,and 
defired me to go to comfort and inftruift him in the truth, for that he truly defired to 
be converted. I conceived very great joy at this newes,and doubted not of the truth and 
certainty of it, and prayed to God to direft me in the converfion of that foul; and 
fo with hafte and good zeal, I went unto his houfe, where foon my joy and comfort 
was turned into bitterneffe; for when I came to the door of his houfe, and was with 
one ftepentred, I found all the brothers of Pablo Fuentes , and fome others who were 
fufpefted to be Idolaters,fitting round the room • and miffing Pablo , I withdrew my foot 
a little, and asked them where he was, miftrufting fomewhat to fee them there all gathe¬ 
red together ; but when I perceived that they ftood not up, nor anfwered me a word; 
nor fo much as took off their hats to > ir-e, then I began to fear indeed, and to fufpeft 
fome treachery; and fo I turned back refolving to go home again. But no fooner 
was I turned; but behold Pablo Fuentes (who by his meffage had feigned both fickneffe 
and converfion) came from behind his houfe with a cudgell in his hand, lifting it up 
to ftrike at me. Had I not catched hold of his ftick with both my hands, and pre¬ 
vented the intended blow, certainly he hadftruckme down. But whilft he and I were 
ftriving for the ftick who fhould be mafter of it, the reft of the Indians who were fit¬ 
ting in the houfe, came out into the yard (which being a publick place was more com¬ 
fort tome then if they had compaffedme about within the houfe) and befet me round, 
fome pulling me one way, fome another, tearing my clothes in two or three places, 
anocher to make me let go my hand from the ftick with a knife run me into the hand 
( which to this day a fmall fear doth witneffe) and certainly had we not been in a pub- 
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like yard, that party would alfo have run his knife into- my Tides • another feeing 1 
would not let go the Hick, took hold of it with Pablo and both together thruit it 
againft my mouth, and with fuch ffrengch that they broke Tome of my teeth, and fil¬ 
led my mouth with goar bloud, with which blow I fell, but foon recovered my felf 
and arofe, they laughing at me, but not daring to do me any more harme for fear 
they Ihould be feen , as God would have feen what already they had done; for a Mu* 
latta Have to a Spaniard in the valley, at that very time when I was down and rifing 
palTed by, and hearing me cry out for help to the neighbours ( who lived fomewhat far 
off that might help and fuccour me, for all the houfes thereabouts were of the bro¬ 
thers the Puentes) came into the yard, and feeing me all in bloud thought I had been 
mortally wounded, and calling them murtherers, ran along the ftrest crying, Murther, 
murtherin Pablo Puentes his yard, till (he came to the Market-place and Town-houfe, 
where lire found the Maiors and Jurates fitting,and a couple of Spaniards, who. when they 
heard of my danger, with drawn fwords came prefently running with all the officers of 
Juftice to the yard of Pablo Puentes to aid andalfift me‘but in the mean while the Idola¬ 
ters perceiving the outcry of the Mulatta, began to fall away and to hide chemfeives; 
Prf£/o Jtfftftf/going to {hut up his houfe alfo to abfent himfelf, I held him hard to it, 
thriving with him that he might not efcapeaway till fome help came unto riie; The tyd- 
niards when they came and faw me all in bloud, made furioufly to Pablo Puentes with 
their naked fwords, whom I Hopped defirng them not to hurt him, led what harme 
they did unto him Ihould be imputed unto me. I wifhed the Jufiice not to fear him 
though he were a rich Indian , and as they would arifwer before the Prefident oiGua- 
temala to lay hold of him, and to carry him to prifon, which they prefently perfor¬ 
med. I made the Spaniards and the Mulatta to witneffe under writing by way of in¬ 
formation what they had feen, what bloud about my clothes, what wound in my 
hand, what blow in my mouth they had found, and fent with fpeed to the Prefident 
of Guatemala this their information. The bufinefie was foon noifed about the valley, 
whereupon moff of the Spaniards came to offer their help and aid unto me ; Miguel 
jy'alvu alfo chancing tobeneer at a Spaniards houfein the fame valley came with the 
red, who would have done that night fome mifehief among the Indians if I had hot 
prevented them. I defired them to depart and go home to their houfes, telling them 
I feared nothing, and that Miguel Balva his company would be guard enough unto 
me. But they would by no means yeeld unto this, faying that night might prove 
more dangerous unto me then I imagined, and that I needed a flronger guard then of 
one man alone; for they conceived that the Idolaters knowing what already they had 
done, and fearing what grievous punilhment might be inflifted upon them from the 
Prefident of Guatemala , feeing themfelves loH and undone men, might defperately that 
night refeue their brother out of prifon, and attempt fome mifehief againff me, and 
fo Hie away: Which I could not be brought to fear, or to believe any fuch thing of 
their cowardly fpirits, nor that they would flie away, for that they had houfes and 
land there in and about the Town, yet I was willing for one night to yeeld to have a 
ftronger guard of Spaniards then at other times I had had with the Blackmore Miguel 
Dalvaa\one. After fupper they kept watch about myhoufe till fuch time as they per¬ 
ceived all was Hill, and the Indians a bed , and then they fet a watch about the prifon 
that Pablo Puentes might not be taken out; and after this (pretending that they were 
in danger as well as I being but about a dozen, if the Town Ihould all rife and mutiny 
by thefuggeftionof the Idolaters, who moff of them were rich and powerfull with 
the reff, which yet I feared not) they would needs go andraife up the two Alcaldes 
or Maiors alone, with two more petty Officers to make fearch about the Town for the 
reff of the Puentes and other known Idolaters, that being found they might fecure them 
in the prifon to appear at Guatemala , and prevented from doing any mifehief either that 
night, or at any other time. With this' flir which they made, and their care of me, 
they faffered me not to take any reff that night; but went and called up the Alcaldes and 
two officers and brought them to my houfe, defiringmetofigmfieuntothem, how fit 
and neceffary it was to fearch for the reff of the Indians. The poor Alcaldes trem¬ 
bled to fee fo many Spaniards at that time in my houfe with naked fwords, and durft 
not but do what they thought beft to be done, and fofrom my houfe about midnight 
they walked about the Town, fearching fuch houfes as they moff fufpe&ed might 
conceaie any of the Puentes j or of the reff that had been that day in the rebellion and 
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mutiny againft me. They could find none at home, till at lall coming to the houie 
of one Lorenzo Puentes, one of the brothers , they found all that had been in the con- 
fpiracy againft me, gathered together drinking and quaffing. The houfe being belec 
there was no flying nor efcaping, and feeing the Spaniards naked fwords, they’ durft 
not rebell, who doubtleffe (as we were afterwards informed) would have made a 
great ftirintheTown that night, and were met together to refcue Pablo their bro¬ 
ther, and to do me fome mifchiefand flye, not knowing that I was fo ftrongly man¬ 
ned and guarded by the Spaniards. There were ten of them,, and were prefently with¬ 
out any noife in the Town carryed to the Prifon, and there fhut up, and guarded by the 
Spaniards. v. 

In the morning the Prefident of Guatemala ( who then was Don fuan de Gunman- 
a Religious Governour ) taking into his confideration what the day before I had writ 
unto him , and judging my danger to be great, fent a Spanijb Alguazile, or Officer of 
Juftice with a very large Cornmiflion to bring prifonersto the City all thofe Indians 
who the day before had been in rebellion againft me, and in cafe they could not be 
found, then to feize upon what goods foever of theirs could be found in Mixco. But with 
the diligence of the Spaniards the night before they were all in a readineffe for him,and 
paying the Alguazile firft his charges ( which he demanded as he lifted ) and bearing 
the charges of Miguel Da fa a, and two or three more Spaniards , who were commanded 
in the Kings name to be aiding and affifting the Officer for the fafer carrying them to 
Guatemala , they werehorfed and had away that day to the Prefident,'who committed 
them clofe Prifoners, and afterwards commanded them to be whipped about the ftreets 
banifhed two of them from Mixco to the Golf of Si. Thomas de Cafiilia , and would 
have banifhed them all, had they not humbled themfelves, and defired me to intercede 
for them, promifing to amend their lives, and to make me great fatisfa&ion, if they 
might return again to their Town, and that if ever more they did ftir againft me, they 
would yeeld to be hanged and to lofe all their goods.With this the Prefident (fining’them 
yet to pay twenty Crowns a peece to the Church to be imployed in what I fhould think 
fitteft) fent them back ; who, as they had promifed, came unto me, and humbled 
themfelves before me with much weeping, with many expreflions, fhewing their for- 
row from their hearts for what they had done, calling all upon the Devill, whom they 
confeffed had been great with them in tempting them, whom alfo/now they did ab¬ 
jure and renounce, promifing to live as good Chriftians, and never more to worlhip 
any God but one. I was very much taken with their deep forrow expreffed with many 
tears, andindevoured to inflrud: them in the true knowledge of Chrift, whom now 
I found they were very willing toimbrace. I lived not very long after in that Town ; 
but for the time I did continue in it, I found a great change and alteration in their 
lives, which truly made me apt to judge that their repentance was unfamed. And 
thefe former particulars of a few Indians of thofe two Towns , I have not hereinfer- 
ted to bring an afperfion upon all that Nation, (which I do very much affeift , and 
would willingly fpend the beft drops of bloud in my veines to do them good, and 
to fave their fouls) but to eaufe rather pity and commiferation towards them, who after 
fo many years preaching have been made as yet but formall and outward Chriftians, and 
by the many Saints of wood, which they have been taught to worlhip by the Priefts , 
have rather been inclined to the fuperftition and Idolatry of their Forefathers, and to 
trull to living Creatures, and bow to inanimate Hocks and Hones, which they daily fee 
performed publickly in their Churches. Certainly they are of a good and flexible nature, 
and ( were thofe Idols of Saints llatues removed from their eyes) might be brought 
eafily to worlhip one only God - and whereas they fo willingly lavilhout their final! 
means and what they labour for, in offerings to their Priefts and to their Saints, and in 
maintaining lazyfingmg Lubbards,they without doubt would be free enough to true 
Minifters of Gods Word, who Ihould venture their lives to beat down thofe falfe Gods, 
and fet up Jefus Chrift, and him that fent him into the World to fave fuch as truly be¬ 
lieve in him. 

The year that this ftir happened in Mixco , I received from Rome from the Gene¬ 
rali of the Dominicans Order, Licence to come home to England; at which I re joyced 
much,for now I was even weary with living among the Indians, and grieved to fee the lit¬ 
tle fruit I reaped amongft them , and that for fear ofthelnquifitionl durft not preach 
a new Gofpell unto them, which might make them true, reall, and inward Chriftians; 

and 
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■and laftly, for that I perceived that Antonio Mendez de Satomajor ( who Was lord of the 
Town of Mixco) did ftomath me for having caufed two of his Town to be banifhed, and 
publickly affronted the Ftime's for their Idolatry .which he thought was a great afperiion 
laid upon his Indians. 

All which well confidered I writ unto the Provinciall (who was then in Chiapa ) of 
my defire to return home to mine own Countrey, for the which I had a Licence fent 
unto me from Rome. But he having heard of what good I had done in the Town of 
Mixco in reducing fome Idolaters, burning their idol, and venturing my life in fo good 
a caufe; and alfo tor the perfed knowledge which now I had of the Poconchi tongue, 
would bynomeattsyeeldthatl fhould go; but with fair and flattering words incou- 
raged metoftay, where he doubted not, but I did, and I might yet do God much 
more godd fervice j and that he might the better work upon me, he fent me a Patent 
of Vicar of the Town and Cloifter of Amatitlan , where at the prefent therewas a new 
Cloifter a building to feparate all that valley from the Cloifter of Guatemala. Hede- 
lired me to accept of that fmall preferment, not doubting but that I fpeaking fo well 
the Indian language might prevail much in that place, and better then another, to 
further the building of that new Cloifter / which work would be a gopd ftep for him to 
advance me afterwards to fome better preferment. Although I regarded neither that 
prefent Superiority, nor any better honour which might afterwards enfue unto me, I 
thought the time which God had appointed for my returning to England was not yet 
come ; for that if the Provinciall, and with him the Prefident of Guatemala ( for fo 
much I conjectured out of the Provincials letter) fhould both oppofe and hinder 
riiy departure from that Countrey, it would be very hard for me to take my journey 
any way, and not be difeovered and brought back. Whereupon I refolved to ftaythe 
Provincials coming to Guatemala, and there to confer with him face to face, and to 
(hew him fome reafons that moved me to leave that Countrey, and to feek again mine 
own wherein I was born. So for the prefent I accepted of the Town of Amatitlan , 
where I had more occafions of getting mony then in the other two, where I had li¬ 
ved five full years; for albeit that Town alone was bigger then both Mixco and Pino- 
la together, and the Church fuller of Saints pictures and ftatues, and very many Con¬ 
fraternities and Sodalities belonged unto it; beftdes this from without the Town I 
had great comings in from the Ingenio of Sugar, which I related before flood clofe un¬ 
to that Town, from when cel had day ly offerings from the Slaik-mores and Spaniards 
that lived init; and befides this I had under my charge another leffer Town called 
St. Chriftoval de Amatitlan, ftanding two leagues from great Amatitlan. This Town of 
St. Chriftoval, or St. Chriftopher, is called properly in that language,- Palinka bafignifyng 
water, and Pali , to ftand upright, and is compounded of two words, which exprefle 
water ftanding upright j for the Town ftandeth on the backfide of the Vulcan of wa¬ 
ter, which looketh over Guatemala , and on this fide fendeth forth many fountains, 
but especially fpouteth forth from a high rock a ftream of water, which as it faileth 
from high with a great noifeand down-fall, the rock ftanding upright over the 
bottome where it faileth, andcaufeth a moft pleafant ftream by the Towns fide, it hath 
moved the Indians to call their Town, Palinha, from the high and upright ftanding 
rock, from whence the water faileth, In this Town there are many rich Indians , who 
trade in tl ecoaft of the South fea« the Town is an harbour fhaaowed with many 
fruitfull trees; but the chief fruit here is the Pinna, which groweth in every Indians 
yard, and with theneerneffe of the Ingenio of Sugar ,' are by the Spaniards there¬ 
abouts much made up in Preferves, fome whole, fome in dices, which is the daintieft 
and moft lufeious Prefcrvethat I ever did eat in that Countrey. The Indians of this 
Town get much by boards of Cedar, which they cut out of many Cedar-trees, which 
grow on that fide of the Vulcan, which they fell to Guatemala and all about the Coun¬ 
trey for new buildings. , f 

Between great Amatitlan and this Town the way is plain, and lieth under a Vulcan ot 
fire, which formerly was wonttofmoak as much as that o£ Guatemala ; but having for¬ 
merly burft out at the top,and there opened a great mouth,andcaft down to the bottom 

mighty ftones (which to this day are to be feen) it hath not fince been any wayes 
troublefome unto the Countrey. In this way there was in my time a new Trapiche of 
Sugar erefting up by one John Baptifta of Guatemala , which was thought would prove 
very nfcfull, and profitable unto the forefajd City. I had yet for the time that I Uvea, 
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in Amatitlan another very little village at my charge, called Pampiehi at the bottom? 
of a high mountain on the other fide of thelakeoveragainft.it ; which was butaChap- 
pellofeafe unto great Amatitlan., unto which I went not above once in a quarter of a 
year, and that for pailime and recreation ; for this village is well in that language a com¬ 
pound alfo of Pam, in, and Pkhi flowers, for that it ftandeth compalled about with 
flowers which make it very pleafant, and the boats or Canoa’s which do conftantly ftand 
neer the doors of the houfe, invites to much pleafure of fifliing and rowing about 
the lake. 

And thus whij ft I liv.eddn AmatitUnX had! the choice of three places wherein to re¬ 
create my felf, and becaufe the charge of many fouls lay in my hands, I had one 
conftantly to help me.. The Town of Amatitlan was as the Court in refped of the 
reft,, where nothing was wanting that mightrecreate the mind and fatisfie the body 
with variety and change of fuftenance, both for fifti and flefh. Yet the great care that did 
lie upon me in the work and building of the Cloifter „ made me very foon weary of 
living in that great and pleafant Town;, for fometimes I had., thirty, fometimes twen¬ 
ty, fometimes fewer, and fometimes forty work-men to. look, unto, and to pay 
wages to on Saturday nights, which I found wearied much my brain, and hindred 
my ftudies, and was befides a work which I delighted not in, nor had any hopes 
ever to enjoy it. And therefore after the fjrftyear that I had been there I. betook my 
felf unto the Provincial , who was in Guatemala , and again earneftly befought hint 
to perufe the Licence which I had from Roms to go to England mine own Countrey 
for to preach there (for that was the chief ground of letting me goe home, as the 
Generali largely exprefled) where I doubted, not but X might do God great fervice, 
and in Confcience I told him I thought I was bound to employ what parts God had 
bellowed upon me, rather upon my own Countreymen, then.upon Indians and ftran- 
gers. The Provinciall replyed unto me that, my Countreymen were Hereticks, and 
when I came amongft them they would hang me up. I told him, I hoped better 
things of them, and that I would not behave my felf among them fo as to deferve 
hanging : not daring to tell him what was in my heart concerning points of Religi¬ 
on. After a long difeourfe I found the Provinciall inexorable, and half angry , tel¬ 
ling me that he and that whole Province h^d call their eyes upon me, and honoured 
me,, and were ready and willing to promote me further,, and that I would Ihew my 
felf very ungratefull unto them,, iflfhould forfake. them for my own, nation and 
people, whom I had not known, from my young; and tender age. I perceived then? 
was no more to be faid, and all would be in vain, and. fo refolved to take my belt op¬ 
portunity, and with my Licence from Rome J;o come away unknown unto him. Bus 
for the prefent I humbly befeeched him to remove me from Amatitlan , for that I found 
my felf unable to undergo that great charge , and-too weak for that ftrong work , 
that was then building. With much ado he would be brought to this, aileadging 
what an honour it was to be a Founder and builder of a new Cloifter, in whofe wals 
my very name would be engraven to pofterity; all which I told him I regarded not, but 
efteemed more of my health and a quiet mind, then of fuch preferments and vanities. 
Upon which at laft he condefcended to my requeft,, and gave me order to go to Peta~ 
pa and that the Vicar of Petapa fhould go to finilh the work of Amatitlan. In Petapa 
I lived above a twelve moneth, with great eafe,. pleafure and content for all things 
worldly and outward ; but within I had ftill a worme of Confcience, gnawing tins 
gourd that fhadowed and delighted me with worldly contentment. Here I grew more- 
and more troubled concerning fome points of Religion,, dayly wilhing with David> 
that I had the wings of a Dove, that I might flie from that place of dayly Idolatry 
into Englandy and be at reft. I refolved thereforeto put on a good courage,and relie 
wholly upon my God, knowing that the journey was hard and dangerous, and might 
bring Ihameana trouble unto me, if I (hould be taken in the way flying and brought 
back to Guatemala • here I weighed the affliction and reproach which might enfuc un¬ 
to me, after fo much honour, pleafure, and wealth which I had enjoyed for about twelve 
years in that Countrey; but in another balance of better confideration, I weighed the 
trouble of a wounded Confcience, and the fpirituall joy and comfort that I might en¬ 
joy at home with the people of God, and forefolutely concluded upon that place of 
Heb. 11.25, 26, 27. with dldofes, to choofe rather to fuffer affliction with the people of 
God (who as P aul well obferveth, 1 Tktjf. 3.3. are appointed thereunto; and again Phil. 
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i. 29. unto whom it is given in the behalf of Chrift, not only to believe in him but 
alfoto fufferfor his fake) then to enjoy the pieafures of fin for a feafon; efteeming the 
reproach of Chrift greater riches then.the treafures in -Egypt. So for faith and a fafe con¬ 
feree I now purpofed likewifewith Mofes to forfake Egypt, not fearing the wrath of 
the Prelident the Kings own Deputy, nor of the Provincial!, and my belt friends - but 
to indure all this (iflfhould be taken) as feeing him who is invifible. I thought this was 
abufinefle not to be conferred with flefh and bloud, left the bell friend knowing of it 
ftiould betray me; yet on the other fide, I thought it hard to flie alone without fome 
friend for the firft two or three dayes journey; and befides having many things to fell 

away to make mony of, I thought I were better to imploy fome truity friend, then to do 

all alone. I thought of none fitter then Miguel Daiva , whom by long experience I knew 
to be true and trufty, and that a fmall money matter would Content him • whom I fent for 
to Pinola, and charging him with fecrecy, I told him I had a journey for my conference 
fake to make to Rome (I would not tell him that I intended England, left the good old 
BUckemore ftiould grieve thinking never more to fee me, and for the love he bare me, and 
intereft he had many times from me, he ftiould by difeovering my intent, feek to ftop’me) 
which I would have none to know of but himfelf, not doubting but to return again, as he 
knew many had taken the like journey, and returned within two years. 

The Black^more offered himfelf to go with me, which I refufed, telling hifrf that the feas 
would bC too hard for his old age to endure, and that as a Black^more in forain Countries 
he might be flopped and apprehended for a fugitive;' which reafon he liked well, and of¬ 
fered himfelf to go with me as far as the fea fide; for which I thanked him and employed 
to fell me away fome Mules, Wheat and Mai2 which I had, and what elfe might 'paffe’ 
through his hands. As for many rich piftures which hung in my Chamber, I thought the 
Town of Petapa would buy them for their Church, and propounded it Unto the Gover- 
nour, who willingly accepted of them. Moftof my books, chefts; cabinets, quilts, and 
many good peeces of houfhold-ftuffe by the pains and induflry of Miguel ( whom I kept 
with me for the fpace of two months before I came away) I fold to Guatemala, referring 
only two Petaca’s or leathern chefts, with fome books and a quilt for my journey. When 
I had fold all that I intended, I found I had in Spanifb mony neer nine thoufand peeces 
of eight, which I had got in twelve years that I lived in that Countey. So much mony T 
thought would be too comberfome for a long journey; whereupon I turned above foud 
thoufand of them into pearls and fome pretious ftones, which might tnake my carriage? 
the lighter; the reft I laid up fome in bags, fome Ifowed into my quilt, intending in the 
way to turn them into Spamfb Piftols. Thus the chief prorifion being made of money ,-P 
took care for Chocolatte and fome Conferves for the way, which were foon provided? 
Now becaufe I confidered that my flight the firft week muft be with fjjeed, and that &iv 
chefts could not poll day and night as myfelf intended to do ; I thought offending rny 
carriage four dayes at leaft before me ; and not daring to truft any Indian biPetata-l fent 
to Mixco for one fpeciall Indian friend whom I had there, who: knew the way that I was 
to travaile very well; to whom I opened my mind,.and offered him what money Jp knew 
would content him, and at midnight fent him away with two Mules^one for himfcif.and 
another for my chefts, wifhing him to keep on travelling towards Miguel, of Nica¬ 
ragua nil I overtook him. I gavehimthe advantage of four dayes and- nights, and then 
refolutely with my good Blad^morein my company leaving thekeyofmy chamber in my 
door, and nothing but old papers within, when all xk&'Indiam werefaftafleep, I bad adieu' 
unto Petapa , and to the whole valley, and co all my friends throughout America- 


CHAP. 
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Chap. XXL 


Shewing my journey from the Town of Petapa, into England; and feme thief 
forages in the way, 

T He chief thing which troubled rne in my refolved purpofe to come home, was 
the choice of the fafeft way ; which made me utterly forfaketbe Gulfe (though 
the eafieft way of all, and that fea neereft to the place where I lived) for that 
I knew Ifhould meet there with many: of my acquaintance, and the fetcing oat of 
the (hips wasfo uncertain, that before they departed, order might come horn Guate ¬ 
mala to ftop me* if Ifhould go by: land: through Comay agua or Truxillo,md there wait 
for the fhips, likewife I feared left the Governour of that place by fome item from, the 
Prefident of Guatemala might examine me, and fend me hack, and that the Mafters 
of the fhips might have charge given them not to receive me into their fhips.. If Ifhould 
go back to Mexico and Vera Cruz, then I called to mind, how I was troubled in thac 
long journey, whenlcamefirft to Chiapa in company of friends, and that now alone I 
fhould certainly be fnuch put to it, for I would carry Miguel J>alva fo far by land with 
me. Wherefore reje&ihg thefe three wayes, I cliofe thefourth, which was by Naearagua 
and the Lake of Granada ; and therefore I deferred my journey till, the weekafter Cknfl- 
mas, knowing that the time of the frigats felting out from .that lake to the Havana was 
commonly after the middle of January, or ad Caxdlemac at the for theft, whither l ho¬ 
ped tq reach in very good time. . Now that I might by no means; be fulpe&ed to have 
taken this way; before Iwent I left by the hand of Miguel Halvas letter to a friend 
of his/ to be delivered to the Provincial! in Guatemala, fous dayes after my departure , 
therein I kindly took my leave of him, defiring him hot ter blame me nor to feek 
after me,- and whereas I had a fuffiictent Licence from Rome, and could not get his,thac 
i thought I might with a fafe Confidence go where I was born, leaving Linguifts e- 
nough to fupply my place amongft the Indians. And becaufehe fhould not make en¬ 
quiry after me by Nicaragua, I dated andfubfcribedmy letter to him from the Town 
qf St. Antonio Suchutepeques, which was-the way to Mexicazs\A quite contrary to Hi- 
earagua. 

Tfre next day after Twelfth^,. being thefeventh of January, 1637. at midnight! 
fet out of Petapa upoju a lufty Mule ( which afterwards in the way I fold for-fourfcore 
geeces of eight) viit\\MiguelI>alva alone; andthe firftparc of the way being very hil¬ 
ly we could not go fo falt as- our he&rts would have pofted; for it was break of day 
before we could geklQ the top of the Mountain, which is called Serro Redimdio , or the 
Pound hill ; which i^ufiJkh mentioned in that Countrey, for the good pafture there 
which fcrveth for the Cattell and Sheep, whentbe valleys heloware burnt and no gra- 
fing left for Beafts. This hill is alfo agreat refuge to Travellers, for there-they find 
good entertainment in» Venta, whererwine and :provifion is fold, and is a great Lodge, 
for jo Jay up dry what- carriages they bring; there is befides one of the beft Eftanoa s 
or farmes-ofCattdik the <Countrey,_ whererof Goats and Ewes milke is made the bells 
cheefe thereabouts. TTiis round hill or mountain is five leagues from Petapa , where 
I feared I might meet with fome people of Petapa, and therefore the day now dawning 
I made haft by it, leaving in the lodge afleep many Indians, who attended on two Spa- 
nijh Requa’s of Mules, which that day were to go to Petapa ; four leagues further 
from this Serro Redondo is a Town of Indians called Los Efclavos, or the Slaves, not 
that now they are more Haves then the reft of the Indians , but becaufe in the old time 
of Montezuma the Emperour, and the Indian Kings that were under him , the people 
Of this Town were more flaves then any other, for from Amatitlan (which is fo cal¬ 
led from Amat, which in the Mexican tongue fignifieth Letter, and Itlan which fig- 
nifieth Town , for that it was the Town of Letters as fome fay, fora rindeof a tree, 
whereon they were wont formerly to write and expreffe their minds, or becaufe it was 
the place whither from all parts letters were fent to be carried about the Countrey, and 

to 
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to Fern) thefe Indians of the Town of Efilavos or Haves,were commanded as Haves to 
go all about the Countrey with letters or whatfoever elfe they fhould be charged with * 
and they were bound conftantly to fend every week fo many of their town (as were ar- 
pointed) unto Amatitlan , there to wait and attend the pleafure of that Town for the con¬ 
veying ofletters, or any carriages to other parts. 

This Town ot los Efilavos ftandethina bottome by a river, over the which the j’jvi- 
l mards have built a very ftrongftone Bridge to go in and out of the Town, for otherwile 
with mules there is no palling by reafon of the violent and rapid ftream’of the water, 
and many rocks in the River, from which the water falleth down with great force! 
From this Town where we only flayed to drink a cup of Chocolatte and to bait our 
Mules) we went on that day to Aguachapd, being ten leagues further, and not far from 
the South Sea, and the port called Ee laTrinidad ; whither we came towards evening, 
having that day and part of the night travelled about threefcore Englifb miles up hils 
and upon ilony wayesfrom the Efilavos unto this Town; which is much mentioned in 
that Countrey for two things. The one is for the earthen ware which is made there (ai 
fome think) exceeding that of Mixco. The other is for a place within a mile and a 
halfe from the Town, which the Spaniards do credibly report and believe to be a 
mouth of hell. For out ofit there is conftantly afcending a thick black fmoak fmclling 
of Brimftone, with fome flalhes now and then of fire; the earth from whence this 
fmoak arifeth is not high, but low. None ever durft draw nigh to find out the truth apd 
ground ofit; for thofe that have attempted to do it, have been ftricken down to the 
ground and like to lofe their lives. A friend of mine a Fryer (whom I thought verily I 
might believe) upon his oath affirmed unto me, that travelling that way with a Provin¬ 
cial he refolved to go unto the place, and fatisfie himfelfof the ground and caufe of the 
ilrange talke which was every where about the Countrey concerning that fmoak. He went 
within a quarter of a mile ofit, and prelently, hefaid, he heard a hideous noife, which 
together with the fteneh of the fiery fmoak and brimftone, ftruck him into fuch a fear 
that he was like to fall to the ground, and retiring himfelf with all fpeed was taken 
With a burning feaver, which was like to coft him his life. Others report that drawing neer 
unto it, they have heard great cries as it were of men and women in torment, noife of 
iron, ofchaines, and the like, which (how fimply I leave it to my Judicious Reader) 
maketh them believe that it is a mouth Of hell. Of my knowledge I will fay no more, but 
that I faw the fmoak, and asked the Indians what was the caufe ofit; and if ever they 
had been neerunto.it ? And they anfwered me, that they could not imagine what might 
be the caufe of it, neither durft they draw nigh unto it; and that they had feen Travel¬ 
lers, attempting to go neer it, and that they Were all ftricken either to the ground, or 
with fome fuddain amazement, or feaver. Itoklthem that I would walke thither my 
felf, and they defired me that I would not, if I loved my life. It was not yet for all 
thisreport the fear of being fo near the Spaniards hell (as they call it) that made me 
fcafte with fpeed out of that Town, but fear of fome melTenger that might come after 
me to flop my journey. For at midnight I departed from thence, and went to break 
my faft to a great Town called Chalcuapan, where the Indians made very much of 
me, being Pocomanes, who foake the Poconchi or Pocoman tongue which I bad learned. 
They would willidgly have had me toftaiy with them and preach unto them the next 
Sabbath, which I would have done, had not a better defigne called upon me to make 
fiafte. 

Here I was troubled, how I Ihould get through St. Salvador, which was a City of 
Spaniards, and wherein there was a Cloifter oflDominicans, whom I feared moll of 
all, becaufe I was known by fome of them. My refolution was therefore when I came 
neer unto the City, to turn out of my way to a Spaniards Farm as if I had loll my. 
way, and there to delay the time till evening in drinking Chocolatte, difcourfing, and 
baiting my mules well, thatfo I might travel! all that night, and be out of the reach 
of that City, and Fryers (who lived in Indian Towns about.it) the next morning, 
early. This City of St. Salvador is poor , not much bigger then Chiapa , and is go-, 
verned by a Spanijb Governour. It ftandeth forty leagues at leaft from Guatemala,and 
towards the North Sea fide. Is compared with very high mountains, which are cal¬ 
led Chuntales, where the Indians are very pco-. In the bottome where the City ftan- 
<f?th there are (bme Trapiches of Sugar, fome Indigo made, but the chief Farmes' are 
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Bftantia’sof Cattell. Towards Evening I departed from that Farm where I had well 
refrelhed my felf and my Mule, and about eight of the clock I rid through the City 
not being known by any body. My purpofe was to be the next morning at a great 
River, called Riode Lempa, fome ten leagues from St. Salvador, for within two leagues 
of it there lived man Indian Town a Fryer belonging to the Cloifter of St. Salvador 
who knew me very well. But fuch hafte I -made that before break of the day I parted 
through that Town, and before feven of the clock I was at the River, where I found 
my Indian of Mixc'o ready to pafle over with my carriage, who that morning by three 
Of the clock' had fet out of that Town two leagues off. I was not a little glad to have 
overtaken my Cherts, wherein was moft ofrtiy treafure. There I fat down a while by 
the River whilft my mules grazed, and my Indian ftruck fire and made me Chocolatte. 
This River of Lem fa is held the broadeft, and biggeft in all the JurifMion belong¬ 
ing unto Guatemala; there 'are conftantly two ferry Boats to palfe over the Travellers 
and their Requa’s of Mules. This River is priviledged in this manner, that if a man 
commit any hainous crime or murther on this fide of Guatemala , and San Salvador ,or 
On the other fide of St. Miguel, or Nicaragua , if he can flie to get over this River, he 
is free as long as he liveth on the other fide, and no Juftice on that fide whither he is 
efcaped can queftion or trouble him for the murther committed. So likewife for Debts 
lie cannot be arrefted. Though I thanked God I neither fled for the one,or for the other, 
yet k was my comfort that I was now going Over to a priviledged Country, where I ho¬ 
ped I Ihould be free and fure, and that if any one did come after me, he’would go no 
further then to the river of Lempa. My Blackmore did much laugh at this my conceipt,and 
warranted me that all would do well. We ferried fafely over the River; and from thence 
went in company with my Indian to a little .finall Town, of Indians two leagues off,where 
we made the belt dinner that we had done from the Town of Petapa, and willingly gave 
reft to all our mules till four of the clock'in ttie afternoon; at which time we fet forth to 
another fmall Town little above two leagues off, through a plain, fandy and Champaign 
Countrey. The next day we had but ten leagues to travell tp a Town called St. Miguel , 
which belongeth unto Spaniards, and though it be not a City,yet it is as bigalmoft as San 
Salvador , and hath a Spanijh Governour-in it there is one Cloifter of Nuns,and another of 
Mercenarian Fryers,who welcomed me unto their Cloifterfor here I began to {hew my 
face, and to think of felling away the Mule X rid on, being refolved from hence to go 
by water or an Arme of the Sea, to aTown in Nicaragua called La Vieja. I would here 
have difmifled my Indian but he was loth to leave me untill i got to Granada , where 
he defired to fee me {hipped. 1 refufed not his kind offer, becaufe I knew he was trufty 
and had brought my Cherts well thither, ancUtiew well the way to Granada. So I fent 
him by land to Realejo , Or to La Vie]a, which ftand very neer together, and thirty 
leagues by land from Sc. Miguel, and my felf ftayed that day and till the next day at noon 
in that Town, were I fold the Mule I rid on, becaufe I knew that from Realejo to Granada 
I could have of the Indians a Mule for nothing for a dayes journey. My Blackmores Mule 
I fent alfo by land with the Indian, and the next day went to the Gulfe, being three or 
four miles from St. Miguel, Where that afternoon I took Boat with many other paflen- 
gers, and the next morning by eight in the morning was at La Vieja, which journey by 
land would have taken me up neer three dayes. The next day my Indian came at night, 
and we went to Realejo , (as I have obferved before) a Haven very weak and unfortified 
on the South Sea • where if I would have ftayed one fortnight I might have taken {hip¬ 
ping for Panama, to go from thence to Portabello, and there ftay for the Galeons from 
Spain. But I confidered that the Galeons would not be there till fune or July, and that 
fo I fnould be at great charges in ftaying fo long. But afterwards Fwilhed I had accepted 
ofthatoccafion, for I was at laft forced to go to Panama, and Portobello. From hence to 
Granada I obferved nothing, but the plainneffe and pleafantnefleof the way, which with 
the fruits and fertility of all things may well make Nicaragua the Paradife of America. 
Between Realejo and Granada ftandeth the City of Leon, neer unto a Vulcan of fire, 
which formerly burft out at the top, and did much hurt unto all the Countrey about; 
but fince that it hath ceafed, and now letteth the Inhabitants live without fear. Some¬ 
time it fmoaksa little, which {heweththat as yet there is within fome fulphurous fub- 
ftance. 

Here it was that a Mercenarian Fryer thought to have difcovered fome great treafure, 
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which might inrich himfelf and all that Countrey, being fully perfwaded that the 
metall that burned within that Vulcan was Gold; whereupon he caufed a great 
Kettle to be made, and hung at an iron chain to let it down from the top, thinking 
therewith to take up gold enough to make him Bifliop and to inrich his poor kin¬ 
dred. But fuch was the power and ftrength of the fire within that no fooner had 
he let down the Kettle, when it fell from the chain and from his hands being melted 
away. ;■ - 

This City of Leon is very curioufly built, for the chief delight 6f the Inhabitants con- 
fifteth in their houfes, and in the pleafure of the Countrey adjoyning, and in-the abun¬ 
dance of all things for the life of man, more then in any- extraordinary riches, which 
there are not fo much injoyed, as in other part of America. They arc contented with 
fine gardens,with variety of finging birds?, andi parrets, with plenty of fifo and flefh, 
which is cheap, and with gay houfes, and fo leads delicious, lafie and idle life ;.not afpi- 
ring much to trade and traffique, though they have neer unto them the Lake, which com¬ 
monly every year fendeth forth fome Frigats to the Havana by-the North Sea, and Realejo 
on the South-Seal which to them might-be very •commodious for any dealing and rich 
T rading in Peru, ox to Mixco, if their fpirits would carry them fo'far : The Gentlemen 
of this City are ajmoft as vain and phantaftfeall as arethofe of Cbiapa\ And efpecially 
from the pleafure of this City, is all that Province of Nicaragua, called by the Spani¬ 
ards Mahomets Paradife: From hence the Way is plain/and le'v'ell to Granada, whither 
I got fafely and joyfully; hoping that noW*I had no more journey to'make by land, till 
I lhould land At.Dover in England, and fromthence poft up to London. Two dayes after 
I had arrived at this place and refted my felf, aridonjoyed the pleafa'nt profped of the 
Lake, I began to think of difmiffing my Indian and blackttiore. But true and faithfull 
Miguel Dalva would by no means leave me; till he faw me {hipped; and that I had no 
more need of him by land; Like wife the Indian would willingly have flayed, but by no 
means I would permit him, for that I conlidered he had a wife and'children to look to at 
home. He was as willing to return a foot, as to ride, becaufe he would have me fell my 
Mules, and make what money Tcould of them'; but L feeing the* good nature of the 
Indian , would recompenfe his love with as much money as might be more beneficial! to 
him, then' a tired Mule; which might-have -dyed in the way under him, and left him on 
foot; fo I gave him money enough tobearLis charges home, and to hire Mufes at his 
own pleafure, and fome to fpare When he carrie Lome: Th € Indian with many tears fal¬ 
ling from his eyes, faying he feared he fbould never mofe fee me, took his leave of me the 
third day after we arrived at Granada. My Bfackmbrfe and I being left alone, firft began to 
think of felling away the two Mules,'which had brought thither the Indian, ind my 
Chefs • for which I got fourfeore and tenfpeeces of eight after fo long a journey,and 
thought they were well fold. I would have had Miguel have fold away that wheredn 
he rid, (which was.his own) and offered td buy him another that might better carry him 
back, but the loving and careful! Blackmore would not fuffpr trie to be at fuch charges, 
confidering the long journey which I was to make. After this.vve hearing that the fri¬ 
gats were not like to depart in a fortnight, thought of viewing well that ftately and 
pleafantTown a day or two, and then to betake our felves to fome neer Indian Town, 
where we might be hid, (left by the great refort of Requa^s of Mules which at that 
time brought Indigo and Cochinill from Guatemala to the Frigats, we fhould be dif- 
covered) and might now and then cometothe Town to treat concerning my palling 
iit one of the Frigats to the Havana or Carthagena. What in that Town we obfer- 
vedwas) two Cloifters of Mercenarian and Francifcan Fryers, and one of Nuns, very 
rich; and one Parifh Church, which was as a Cathedral), for the Bilhop o fLcon did 
more conftantly refide there then in the City. The houfes are fairer then.thofe of Leon , 
and the Town of more inhabitants, among whom there are fome few Merchats of very 
great wealth, and many of ihferiour degree very well to pafle, who trade with Car¬ 
thagena, Guatemala, San Salvador, and Comajagua , and fome by the South fea to Pe¬ 
ru and Panama. But at this time of the fending away theFrigats,thatTownisoneofthe 
wealthieft in all the North Trad: of America • for the Merchants of Guatemala fear¬ 
ing to fend all their goods by the Gulfe of Honduras, for that they have been often ta¬ 
ken by the Hollanders between that and -Havana, think it fafer to fend them by the Fri¬ 
gats to Carthagena, which paffage hath not been fo much flopped by the Hollanders as 
the other. Solikewife many times the Kings treafure, and revenues (when there is' 
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any report of{hipsatfea,orabouttheCapeof St. Anthony) are this way by the Lake/ 
of Granada paffed to Carthagena. That year that I was there, before I betook my feif to 
an Indian Town, in one day there entred fix Requa's ( which were at leaft three hun¬ 
dred Mules) from St. Salvador and Cmayagua only, laden with nothing elfe but In¬ 
digo, Cochiniland Hides; and two dayesafter from Guatemala came in three more" 
the one laden with filver (which was the Kings tribute from that Countrey; the other 
with Sugar, and the other with Indigo. The former Requa’s I feared not’; but the 
latter made me keep clofe within my lodging, left going abroad, I fhould be known 
by fomeof thofethat came from Guatemala', who after they had delivered what they- 
brought, prefently departed, and with their departure fet me at liberty, who 
for their fakes was a voluntary prifoner within mine own lodging. But fearing 
left more of thefe Requa’s might come and affright me, I went to a Town out ot 
the rode, a league from Granada , and took my pleafure up and down the Countrey 
where I was much feafted by the Mercenarian Fryers, who enjoy molt of thofe Towns. 
Amongft thefe I heard much of the paffage in the Frigats to Carthagena , which did not 
a little difhearten and difeourage me. For although, whileft they fail upon the Lake, 
they go fecurely and without trouble, yet when they fall from the Lake to the River 
(which there they call El Defaguadero)..logo out to the Sea, hie labor, hoc cpm eft, here 
is nothing but trouble, which fometipes makes that fhort voyage to laft two moneths; 
for fuch is the fall of the waters in many places amongft the rocks, that many times 
they are forced to unlade the Frigats, and lade them again with help of Mules which 
are there kept for that purpofe, by a few Indians that live about the River,and have care 
of the Lodges made for to lay in the wares, whileft the Frigats pafTe thorow thofe dan¬ 
gerous places to another Lodge, whither the vvares are brought by Mules, and put a- 
gain into the Frigats. Befides this trouble ( which, muft needs be tedious to a paf- 
fenger, to be thus flopped, who would willingly cope foon to his journies end) : , 
the abundance of gnats is fpeh, which maketh him to take no joy in his voiage,and 
the heat in fome places fo intolerable, that many do diybcfore they get out to the’fea. 
Though all this was terrible to me to hear, yet I comforted my felf that my life was 
in the hands of the Lord, and that the frigats did commonly every year pafTe that way, 
and feldome any were loft. I went,now and then to Granada to bargain for my paf¬ 
fage, and to know when the frigats would for certain fet out, and to provide my 
felf of foms dainties and Chocolatte for my journey, having agreed with a Mafter of 
a frigat for my diet at his table.- The time was appointed within four or five dayes • 
but fuddenly all was croffed with a ftrift command from Guatemala , that the frigats 
fhould not go out that year, becaufe the Prefident and whole Court was informed 
for certain that fome English or Holland (hips was abroad at fea, and lay about the 
mouth of the river or Defaguadero waiting for the frigats of Granada , and that the faid 
werefometimes lurking about the Iflands of St.John, and St. Catharine (which then 
was our Providence) which made all the Merchants of the Countrey to fear and 
fweat with a cold fweat, and the Prefident to becarefull for the Kings revenues, left 
the Ioffe of them fhould be imputed to his wilfull negligence, in flopping the frigats, 
whileft he might, and had warning given. This was but fad newes unto me, who 
knew not for the prefent, which way to difpofe of my felf. I began to think of the 
{hip that was at Realejo ready to fet out to Panama, thinking that would now be my bell 
courfe, but enquiring after it, I was for certain informed by fome Merchants that 
it was newly gone. Then my eyes looked upon Ccmayagua and Truxillo, and upon the 
{hips of Honduras, but thefe were but vain and troubled thoughts, arifing from a 
perplexed heart, for the {hips were alfo; gone from thence, without fome fmall veffell 
or frigat might be there with newes from Havana or Carthagena (for thofe places fend 
often word and notice of what {hips are abroad at fea) but this alfo was a meer chance, 
and not to be trufted unto, as my friends did advife, and counfell me. Whereupon 
my perplexity more and more increafed; only my comfort was that there were more 
paffengers befides my felf, who I knew muft take fome courfe, and whom I alfo refol- 
ved to follow by fea, or land. Amongft us all we were once refolved to hire a 
frigat to carry us only to Carthagena , but this would not be granted, for no body 
would hazard his veffell and life for our fakes. Whileft we were thus diftreffed and per¬ 
plexed enquiring about Granada of the Merchants what courfe we might take to get 
to Spain that year, or to meet with the Havana or Carthagena ; one that wifhed us well, 
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counfelled us to go t o Cofiarica, where at Carthago we Ihould be fure to hear of fom 7 
ids bound for Portobel, either from the river called de los Angles, or from the rivet 
called Sucre, from whence every year went out fome fmall ffigats to carry Meal, Baton 
Fowles, and other proviiion for the Galeons to Portobel. This we thought was a hard arc! 
difficult journey, and ofneer a hundred and fifty leagues, over mountains and throu°h 
deletes, where we Ihould mitte the pleafure, variety, and dainties of Chatemald and Ni¬ 
caragua, and after all this peradventure might mitte of an opportunity of any frigat 
bound to Pmcbello. Yet fo unwilling were we all to return to Guatemala^ om whence we 
came, that we would rather go forward, and undergo k any difficulties, fo that at lail we 
might find any ihipping to convey us where we might meet with the Galeons which we 
knew were not to come to Portobel , till the month of June or July. We therefore 
agreed four of us, three Spaniards and my felf, to go to Cofiarica, and there to try our 
fortune. They had each ol them (as my felf had ) carriage for one Mule, and none to ride 
on; but thought it their belt way to buy each of them a Mule to carry them which 
they hoped after their journey to fell again at Cofiarica, 3itd to get money by them, and 
for their carnages to hire mules and Indians from Town to Town, whoalfomfohtferve 
to guide us through many dangerous places and pattages, which we undenftood were in 
the way. Now I wifhedlhadmy Mule which I fold at San Miguel, or any one of the 
two which jl fold before in Granada. But for my money I doubted nor, with the 
help of my Blac^more , but I Ihould find one for my purpofe. I furnifhed my felf very 
fpeedily, for fifty peeces of eight, of one which I feared not would perform my journey 
My good and trufty Blacl^more would willingly have gone on with me, and further 
round the world if! would have permitted him; but I would not; but (thanked him 
heartily for what he had done, and gave him money enough in his purfe and difmif 
fed him) hoping that the company of the three Spaniards would be fufficienc comfort 
unto me. 

Thus with one Indian to guide us we fet four of us out of Granada enfoyiri<* for 
the two firft dayes more of the pleafure of that Mahomet.s paradife Nicaragua , finding 
the way for the moft part plain, the Towns pleafant, the Countrey Ihady, and every 
where fruits abounding. The fecond day after we fet out, we were much affrigh ted 
with a huge and monftrous Caiman or Crocodile, which having come out of the 
Lake (which we patted by) and lying croffea puddle of water bathing himfelf, and 
waiting for fome prey, as we perceived after, whom we not knowing well at the firft 
but thinking that it had been fome tree that was felled or fallen, patted cfofe by it • when 
on a fuddain we knew the hales of the Caiman, and faw the monfter ftir and move, 
and fet himfelf againft us;wherewith we made haft from him ; but he thinking to have 
made fome of us his greedy prey, ran after us, which when we perceived, and that he 
was like to overtake us, we were much troubled, until! one of the Spaniards ( who knew 
better the nature and quality of that beaft then the reft) called upon us to turn to one fide 
out of the way, and to ride on ftrait for a while, and then to turn on another fide; and 
fo to circumflex our way, which advice of his without doubt faved mine, or fome of 
the others lives, for thus we wearied that mighty monfter and efcaped from him, who 
(had We rid out firaightway) had certainly overtaken us,and killed fome mule or man, 
for his ftraight forward flight was asfwiftas our Mules could run; but whilft he turned' 
and wheeled about his heavy body, we got ground and advantage till we left him far 
behind us ; and by this experience we came to know the nature and quality of that 
beaft, whofe great nette of body is no hinderance to run forward as fwift as a Mule; 
but otherwife, as the Elephant once laid down is troubled to get up, fo this monfter 
is heavy and ftiffe, and therefore much troubled to turn and wind about his body. We 
praifed God who had that day delivered us, and riding for awhile by the fide of the 
lake, we were watchfoll that we might not fall again into the like danger. But the great- 
neffe of this lake of Granada may from hence be known, in that the focond and third 
day of our j'ourney, being atleaft threefcore miles from whence we fet out, we now 
and then found our way lying by it. After that we had wholly loft the fight 
of it, we began to enter into rough and craggy wa^es, declining more to the South- 
then to the North fea. And in all the reft of our j'ourney to Carthago, we obferved 
nothing worth committing to pofterity, but only mighty woods and trees on the 
South fea fide, very fit for to make ftrong (hips, and many mountains and defert pla¬ 
ces, where we lay fometimes two nights together, either in wood* or open fields, for 
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from any Town or habitation of Indians, yet for our comfort inthefe fo defeat.places we 
had ftill a guide with us,and found lodges,which by the command of the neerett Juft ices 
had been fet up for iuch.as travelled that way. VVecame at laft through thoufand dan¬ 
gers to the City o£ Carthago,whkh we found not to be fo poor,as in richer places, as Gua¬ 
temala and Nicaragua it was reported to be. For there we had occafion to inquire after 
fome Merchants for exchange of .gold and filver, and we found that/ome were very, 
rich, who traded by land and fea with Panama, and by Sea with Portobkllo, C.artha -, 
gena, and Havana, and from thence with Spain. This City may coni)If of four Hun¬ 
dred Families, and is governed by a Spanith Governour ; It is aBifhopsSea, and hath 
in it three Cloifters, two of Fryers, and one of Nuns. Here we began to. ebqftire af¬ 
ter that which had. brought ps through fomany Mountains, Woods, and deierts, to 
wit, after fome fpeedy occafion of (hipping our felves for Portohello or Carthagena- and 
according to our defires we underftood ofone Frigat almoft ready, to fee o_utifrpm the 
River called De los Anzueloss and another from the River Suere;, and being well in¬ 
formed that Sucre would bethebeft place for us to travel! unto by reafofi of more 
provifion in the way, more Towns of Indians, and Eftancia’s of Spaniards, weretolved 
within four dayes after we had refted in Carthago i to undertake a new journey towards 
the North Sea. We found that Countrey mountainous in many places, yet. here and 
there fomeVallies where was very good corn, Spaniards living in good Farmes, who 
as well as the Indians bred many hogs; but the Towns of Indians we found much 
unlike to thofe which we had left behind in Nicaragua and Guatemala ; and the people 
incurtefie and civility much differing from them, and of a rude and bold carriage 
and behaviour towards us; yet they are kept under by the Spaniards, as much as thofe 
whom I have formerly fpoken of about Guatemala We capie in fo good a time to 
the River Sucre, that we flayed there but three dayes in a Spanijh Farm neer Unqo it, 
and departed. 

The Matter of the Frigat was exceeding glad ofour company, and offered to carry 
me for nothing, but for my prayers to Goa for him, and for a fafe paffage; which 
he hoped would not be above three or four dayes failing. Wha.t he carried was no¬ 
thing but fome Hony, Hides, Bacon, Meal and Fowles. The, greateft danger he told us 
Of, was thefetting out from the River, (which runs in fome places with a very ftrOng 
ftream , is (hallow and full of rocks in other places) till we come forth to the main 
Sea. Whither we got outfafely and had not failed on above twenty leagues,when we 
dijeovered two (hips making towards us; our hearts began to quake, and the Matter 
himfelf of the Frigat we perceived was not without fear, who fufpe&ed that they 
were Englifb or Holland Ships; we had no guns nor weapons to fight with, faveone- 
ly four or five Muskets and half a dozen Swords; we thought the wings of our nim¬ 
ble Frigat might be our belt comfort, and flying away our chiefeft fafe;y. But this 
comfort foon began to fail us, and our beft fafety was turned into near approaching 
danger; for before we could flic one five leagues towards Portobel, we could from our 
Top Matt eafily perceive the two Ships to be Hollanders, and too nimble for our little 
Veflell, which prefently one of them ( which being a Man of Warre, was too much 
and too ftrong for our weaknefie) fetcht up, and with a thundringMeffagemade us 
ftrike Sail. Without any fighting we durft not butyeeld, hoping for better mercy. 
But O what fad thoughts did here run to and from my dejeded heart, which was (truck 
down lower then our Sail? How did I fometimes look upon Deaths frighting vifage? 
But if again I would comfort and incourage my felf againft this fear of Death; 
how then did I begin to fee an end of all my hopes of ever more returning to my wi- 
(hed and defired Countrey ? How did I fee that my treafure of Pearls,pretious Stones, 
and peeces of Eight, and golden Piftols, which by finging I had got in twelve years 
fpace, now within onehalfe hour ready to be loft with weeping, and become a fure 
prey to thofe who with as much eafe as I got them, and with laughing were ready to 
fpoile me of all that with the found of Flutes, Waits and Organs I had fo long been 
hording up? Now I faw I mutt forcedly and fainedly offer up to a Hollander what fu- 
perftitious, yea alfo forced andfained offerings of Indians to their Saints of Mixco, 
Pinola, Amatitlan and Petapa had for a while enriched me. My further thoughts were 
foon interrupted by the Hollanders who came abord our Frigat with more fpeed then 
we defired. Though their Swords, Muskets and Piftols did not a little terrifie, yet 
we were (bmeivhat comforted, when we underftood who was their chief Captain 
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and Commander, and hoped for more mercy from him, who had been born and 

brought upamongft Spaniards, then from the Hollanders, who as they were little bound 
unto the Spanijb Nation for mercy, fo did we expect little from them. The Captain 
of this Holland (hip which took us was a Mulatto, born and bred in Havana, whole. Mo¬ 
ther I faw and fpoke wfth afterwards that fame year, when the (Silicons ftrgck into 
that Port to exped there* the reft that were to come from Vera Cruz. This Mulatto 
for fome wrongs which had been offered unto him from fome commasdipg Spaniards 
in the Havana, ventured himfelf defpetately in a boat out. to the Seay Vvhere were &me 
Holland Ships waiting for a prize, and with Gods, help getting unto them, yeelded 
himfelf to their mercy, which he eftee.med. far better then that of his own Couhfpey*. 
men, promifing to ferve them faithfully againft his own Nation, which had moft fo- 
jurioufly and wrongfully abufed, yea and (as I was afterwards informed) whipped him 
in the Havana. ....... :I£ ... 

This Mulatto provedfo true and faithfull in his good fervices unto the Hollanders, 
that they efteemed much ofhim, married him to one of. their Nation, and made him 
Captain of a Ship under that brave and gallant Hollander whom the Spaniards the® 
fo much feared, and named. Pie de Palo, or Wooden Teg. This famous Mulatto it 
was that with his Sea Souldiers horded our Frigat, in the which he had found little 
worth his labour, had it not been for the Indians offerings which I carried with .roe* 
of which I loft that day the worth of four thoufand Patacons or peeces of eight in 
pearls, and pretious ftones, and neer three thoufand more in momy. The other 
Spaniards loft fome hundreds a peece, which was fo rich a prize, that it made theih/r 
landers ftomach loath the reft of our groffe provifion of Bacon, Mealand Fowles, and 
our mony tafted fweeterunto them, then the Hony which our Frigat alfo afforded 
them. Other things I had (as a Quilt to lie on, fome Books, and Lamina’s, which 
are pictures in braffe, and clothes) which I begged of that Noble Captain the Mu 4 
latto, who confidering my Orders and calling, gave me them freely, and wifijed me 
to be patient, faying that he could do joo otherwife then he did with my money and 
Pearls, and ufing that common Proverbe at Sea, Oy per mi, manasa per ti, to day 
fortune hath been'for me, to morrow it my be for thee: or to day I have got what 
to morrow I may lofe again. Here I made life alfo of that common laying, that ill gotten 
goods never thrive, and perceived it was the will of my heavenly Father to take from me 
what fo unlawfully by fuperftitious and idolatrous Maffes, by Offerings unto Idols and 
Statues of Saints I had got amongft the Indians. I offered in lieu of thofe former offer¬ 
ings my will unto my Lord Gods will, defiring him to grant me patience to bear that 
great Ioffe. I confeffe, though it was very croffeto flelh and bloud, yet I found an 
inward fpirituall ftrengthning from above, and to be very true what Paul writes to die 
Hebrews in the 12. Chapter, and Verfen. faying,. No cbafieningforthe prefentfeemetb 
to be joyous, but grievous ; neverthelejfe afterward it yeeldeth the peaceable fruit ofrightewf* 
nejfe unto them Which are exercifed thereby : for that very day I found my inward man 
quiet and peaceable with a full and totall fubmiflion unto the holy will of God,' 
which I defired might be done in earth, in the Sea, and performed and obeyed by me 
at that prefent, as it is alwayesdone in heaven. And although this was my beft and 
chief comfort, yet from the creature by the Creators permilTion I had alfo fome com¬ 
fort left in a few piftols, fome Angle, fome double, which I had fowed up in 
my Quilt (which the Captain reftored unto me, faying it was the bed I lay in) and 
in the doublet which I had at that prefent, which mounted to almoft a thoufand 
Crowns, and in their fe&rching was not found out. After the Captain and Soul¬ 
diers had well viewed their prize, they thought Of refrelhing their ftomachs with feme 
of our provifion; the good Captain made a ftately dinner in our Frigat, and invited 
me unto it, and knowing that I was going towards the Havana, befides many, other 
fcrindi’s or healths, he drank One unto his mother, defiring me to fee her, and to re¬ 
member him unto her, and how that for her fake he had ufed me well and courte- 
oufiy in what he could; and further at Table he faid that for my fake he would 
give us our Frigat that we might return again to land, and that I might find out from 
thence fome fafer way and means to get to Portobello, and to continue on my journey un¬ 
to Spain. After dinner I conferred with the Captain alone, and told him that I was no 
Spaniard, but an Englijb man born, {hewing him the Licence which I had from Eemeto 
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go to England, and that therefore I'hoped, not being of an enemy nation to the 
Hollanders, he would reftore unto me what goods were mine. But all this was of lictle 
confequence with him, who had already taken poffefiion of mine and all other goods 
in the (hip: he told melmuft fuffer wnhthofe, amongft whom I was found, and that 
I might as well claime all the goods in the fhip for mine. I defired him then tocarry me 
along with him to Holland , that from thence I might get to England, which alfo he re- 
fufed to do, telling me that he went about from one place toanother, and knew not 
when he fhould'go to Holland , and that he was daily ready to fight with any Spamfb 
fhip, and if he fhould fight with the Spaniards whilft I was in his fhip, his fouldiers in 
their hot bloud might be ready to do meamifchief, thinking I would do’them harm, if 
in fight they fhould be taken by the Spaniards. With thefe his anfwers I faw there was no 
hope of getting again what now was loft , therefore (as before) I commended my felf 
again to Gods providence and protection. TheSouldiers and Mariners of the Holland 
fhip, made haft that afternoon, to unlode the goods of our Frigat into their Man of war, 
which took them up that, and part of the next day, whileft we as Prifoners were wafting 
up and down the Sea with them. And whereas we thought our money had fatisfied 
them enough, and to the full, we found the next day that they had alfo a ftomach to our 
fowles and Bacon, and wanted our Meal to make them bread, andourhony to fweeten 
their mouths, and our Hydes for fhooes and boots; all which they took away, leaving 
me my Quilt, Books, and braffe pictures, and to the Mafter of the frigat fome fmall 
provifion, as much as might carry us to land, which was not far off, and thus they 
took their leaves of us, thanking us for their good entertainment. A*nd we weary of 
fuch guefts, fome praying to God that they might never entertain the like again, fome 
curfing them all, and efpecially the Mulatto to hell, calling him Renegado ; fome thank¬ 
ing God for their lives which were given them for a prey, we all returned again to 
herefrom whence we had fet out, and going up the River, were almoft like to be caft 
away, and lofe our lives, after we had loft our goods. When we came to land, the 
niards about the Countrey pitied our cafe,, and helped us with almes gathering a Col¬ 
lection for us. The three Spaniards of my company loft all their money and moft of 
their beft clothes, yet they had referved fome bils of Exchange for mony to be be taken 
up at Portobello ; which I wifhed I had alfo for what I had loft. For the prefent we knew 
not what courfe to take ; we thought of going to Riodelos Angelos, but we were in¬ 
formed that certainly the frigats there were either gone, or would be gone before we 
could get thither; and if they ftayed not with the newes of the Hollanders (hips at fea, 
they either already were or would be their prize, as we had been. We refolved therefore 
with the charitable affiftance of the Spaniards about the Countrey to return again 
to Carthago , and from thence to take fome better directions. In the way we conferred 
what we had faved, the Spaniards bragged yet of their bils of Exchange, which would 
yeeld them money at Carthago, I would not let them know what I had faved, but fome- 
what I told them I had kept; and we agreed all the way we went to fignifie nothing 
but poverty and mifery, that the Indians and Spaniards in the way might pity and 
commiferate us, and our great Ioffes. When we came to Carthago we were indeed 
much pitied, and Colle&ions were made for us; and as it was expefted from me, 
that I fhould fing again at the Altars (who truely could rather have cried to fee and 
confidermy many misfortunes and dyfafters, which I defired might at laft by a fafe re¬ 
turn to England, prove the trials of the faith I intended to fearch out) and that I 
fhould preach wherefoever I came ; fo by thefe two wayes, of finging and of hudling 
over Dominsts vobifeum and the reft of the Maffe, and by accepting of what Sermons 
were recommended unto me, I began again to ftore my felf with monies. Yet I knew 
that in fuch a poor Countrey as that was, where I was little known, I could not poifibly 
get enough to bring me home with credit into England ; and therefore the cunning 
enemy finding me to ftand upon my credit, began ftrongly to tempt me to return again 
to Guatemala ( where I doubted not but I fhould be welcomed and entertained by my 
friends) and to fettle my felf there, untill I had again by lacrilegious, bafe, fiiperfti- 
tious, and idolatrous means, and works, made up a new purfeto return with credit 
home. 

But I perceiving that God already had fliewed himfelf angry, and juftly taken from 
me, what by unlawful! means I had in twelve years obtained, bad Satan avaunt, pur- 
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pofing never more to return to the flefh pots of Egypt, and to go ftill home-wards, 
though in the way I did beg my bread. Yet (left I might be fulpe&ed amongft the 
Spaniards, and troubled for not exeieifing my orders-and funttion) Irefolved to take 
what as to aftrangef and traveller for preaching or any other excrcife might be offered 
unco me. 

Thus with courage refolving to go on ftill towards England, I enquired at Carthago 
which way I might get to Portobdlo. But this door of hope was fall fhut up ; though 
mytrtift in Gods providence was not weakened In this feafon, there came to Car¬ 
thago fometwo or three hundred Mules unfadled or Unloaden with fome Spaniards, In¬ 
dians and Blacked.ores, from the parts of Comayagua, and Guatemala to convey them 
to Panama by land, over the mountains of Veragua there to be fold. This is the year¬ 
ly and only trading by land, which Guatemala, Comayagua, and Nicaragua , hath 
with Panama ouer that narrow Ifthmm lying between the Norrh, and South fea, 
which is very dangerous by reafon of the craggy wayes, rocks, and mountains, but 
more efpecially, by reafon of many Heathens, Barbarians and lavage people, which as 
yet are not conquered by the Spaniards, and fometimes do great hurt and mifehief, and 
kill thofe that with Mules palfe Ehrough their Countrey, efpecially if they mifdemean 
themfelves or pleafe them not well. Yet for all thefe difficulties, I was entertaining a 
thought to go along with thofe Mules and Spaniards, which were now on their way by 
land m Panama The three Spaniards were half of the fame mindjbuc the providence of 
God Who better ordereth and difpofeth mans affaires then he himfelf, difappointed 
thefe our th'oughtsforour. good and fafety, as after we were informed; for we heard 
for certain at Nieoya, that fome of thofe Mules and Spaniards were killed by the Barba¬ 
rians and favage Indians, amongft whom my life might have been loft, if I had attem¬ 
pted that harkl and dangerous journey; ft6m which many wefl-wifhers at Carthago did 
diffwade me, bbth for the danger of the Indians, and for the difficulties of the waves 
and mountains, which they told me the weakneffe of my body would never indure. After 
we had wholly defilM front this land journey, the belt counfell, that we had from fome 
Merchants our friend's, was to try whether Mar del Zur, or the South fea, would favour 
our defigne and journey, better then the Mdrdel None, or the North fea had donejwho 
wilhed us to goto- Nieoya, and frorotheneeto Cfkra, and to the Golfo de Salinas, where 
they doubted not but we fhould find fhipping to Panama. We were willing to follow 
any good ad vile and counfel ; yer we knew that this was the laft fhife which we could make, 
and the non plus ultra of our hopes, and that if here we fhould be difappointed, we could 
expeft no other way ever to get to Panama,except we fhould venture our lives moft de- 
fperately over the Mountains of Veragua, and by land without any guide or company- 
through Che Countrey of the Barbarians, (who before had flain fome Spaniards pafling. 
that way) for elfe fhould return again, all the way that we had come, to Rea/cjo, where 
our hopes might be fruftrated, and peradventure no- fhipping found for Panama, with¬ 
out a years waitingforit. 

We refolved therefore to follow this our friends counfell, and to go yet to Nieoya, 
ahd from thence to Golfode Salinas, where laughing, I told the three Spaniards of my 
company .that if we were difappointed, we would like Hercules fee up a Pillar to e- 
ternize our feme, with our names, and this infeription upon it. Non pirn Ultra, for 
that beyond it there was no other Port, Haven, or place, to take fhipping to Panama, ; 
neither could any man have done more (nor ever did any Engtijb man in that Coun- 
trey do- more then-my feife ) then we had done 1 , but efpecially my felfe, who from 
Mixer) hadchus travelled by land to Nieoya at kaft fix hundred leagues, or eighteen 
hundred Englifh miles ftraight from North to South, befideswhat I had travelled front 
Vera Grit* to Mexico, and from Guatemala to Vera Par, and to Puerto deCavallos, or 
Golfo dulte, and froth thence CO Truxillo, and from thence back again to Guatemala, 
which was-at leaft thirteen- or fourteen hundred Englijh miles more, which I thought to 
eternize upon a pillar at Nieoya. But what there was not ere&ed,I hope here {hall be 
eternized, and that this my true and faithfull Hiftory (hall be a Monument of three 
thoufand, and three hundred miles travelled by an Englijh man, within the main land of 
America, befides other fea navigations to Panama, from Portobel to Carthagena, and front 
thence unto the Havana. The way which we travelled from Carthago to Nieoya was very 
mountainous, hard, and unpleafant, for we met with few Eftantia’s of Spaniards, and few 
Indian Towns, and thofe very poor^fmalfandaH of dejeAed and.wretched people. Yet 
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Nicoja is a pretty Town, and head of a Spanijh government, where we found one juftadt 
Salazar, Alcalde Maior, who entertained us very well., and provided lodgings for us for 
the time that we fhould abide there, and comforted us with hopefull words, that though 
for the prefent there was no fhip or frigat in the Golfe of Salinas, yet he doubted noc 
but very fhortly one would come from Panama thither, for Salt and ocher commodi’ 
ties,as yearly they were wont. The time of the year when we came thither, was a fit time 
for me to get again fome monies after my great lofle ; for it was in Lent which is the fry¬ 
ers chiefeft harveft, who (as I have before obferved) then by Confeflions and by giyino 
the Communion get many mony offerings. , a 

The time, and the Ffancifcan Fryer who had. the Vaftorfhip and charge, of that 
Town, were both very commodious unto me, who could not refufe as fong< as I flayed 
thereto exercife my fun&ion, left I fhould bring a juft caufe of flifpicion and afperfion 
upon my felf. The Fryer of the Town was a Portingal , who about three weeks before my 
coming thither had had a very great bickering and ftrife with fttfiode Salazar the Altalde 
Maior, for defending the Indians, whom Salazar did grievoufty oppreffe,, employing 
them in his, and his wives fervice as flaves, and not paying then) what for the fweat of 
their browes was due unto them, and commanding them to be from, their home and 
from their wives, and from their Church upon the Sabbath, working for him as well 
that day as any other. Which the Fryer not enduring, charged them in the Pulpit, not 
to obey any fuch unlawful! commands from their Alcalde Maior. But jufto de Salazar 
(who had been trained up in wars and fighting, and had ferved formerly in the Cattle 
of Milan) thought it a great difparagement unto him, now to be curbed by a Fryer,and 
by fuch a one to be interrupted in his government of the Indians, and in the waye$ of 
his own lucre and gain. Therefore after mapy bitter words and defiances, which, had 
paffed between him and the Fryer, he came, one day refolutely tp the Fryers houfe 
with his fword drawn, and certainly had not theJFryer been affifted by fome of .the 
Indians, he had killed him. The Fryer being as hot'as he, and handing upon his calli’ng. 
Orders and Priefthood, prefuming that he durft not touch him violently, left his pri- 
viledge fhould bring an excommunication upon the; ftriker and offendour, would, not 
fliefrom him, but dared him boldly - which was a ftrpng provocation to Salazars heat 
and paflion^andcaufed him to lift up his fword> and airaejhis blow and flroke at the 
Fryer, which fell fo unhappily that with it he ftrutk off two of the Fryers fingers, and 
had undoubtedly feconded another blow more hurt full and dangerous to the Fryer „ 
had not the Indians interpofed themfelves, and fhut up their Prieft into his chamber*; 
fufio was for this aftion excommunicated, yet for that he was a man of high authority* 
he foon got off his excommunication from the Bifhop of Costarica, and fent his coimrj 
plaint to the Chancery of Guatemala againft the Fryer, where with friends aud money; 
he doubted not but to evercome the Mendicant Prieft', as it happened after ; for (a% 
I was informed) he caufed the Fryer to be fent for up to the Court, and there prevailed 
fo much againft him, that he got him to be removed from Nicoja. In this feafop the 
Fryer kept his houfe and chamber, and would by nomeansgoouttotheChurch^either 
to fay Maffe, or to preach, or hear Confeflions, (all which that time of the. year did,, 
require of him) but had got one to help him; who alone not being able to perform#] 
fo great a charge of many hundred Indians , Spaniards, Black^mores, and Mulatto s >r 
who from the Countrey without, and from the Town within expected to have thei^ 
Confeflions heard, their fins abfolved, the word preached, and the Communion to be 
given them; hearing of my coming defired meto aflift and help him, ancUhiyt, 
my pains I fhould have my meat and drink at his table, and a Crown daily for pyery 
Maffe, and whatfoever elfe the people fhould voluntarily offer, befides the Sermons,, 
which fhould be well rewarded unto me. I ftaied in this Town from the fecond week 
of Lent untill Eafter week, where what with three Sermons at ten Crownes a peece, 
what with my daily ftipend and many other offerings, I got about an hundred and 
fifty Crowns. . , 

The week beforeEafter newescame of a frigat from Panama to Golfo de Salinas. 
which much comforted us, who already began to miftruft the delay .The Matter of the 
frigat .came to Nicoja, which is as Court thereabout; and with him the thrpe Spani- 
niards and my felf agreed for our paflage to j Panama. About Chira, Golfode Salln.u, and 
Nicoja, there are fomefarmes of Spaniards , few and very {mallIndian Towns , who 
are all likeflaves employed by the Alcalde Maior, to make him a kind of thred called 
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Pita which is a very rich Commodity in Spain, efpecially of that colour wherewith ic is 
dyed in thefe parts of Nicoja, which is a purple colour • for the which the Indians are here 
much charged to work about the Sea (hore, and there to find out certain Iheis,wherewith 
they make this purple die. Purpura is a kind of (hell fiflh, whofe ufuall length of life is 
feven years, he hides himfelfe about the rifing of the Dog-ftarand fo continues for 300 
dayes, it is gathered in the Spring time.and by a mutuall rubbing of one or other of them 
together, they yeeld a kind of thick dime like foft wax, but its famous die for garments is 
in the mouth of the filh, and the moft refined juyce is in a white vein, the reft of his body, 
is void and of no ufe: Your Segovia cloth died therewith for the richnefle of the colour 
is fold at five or fix pound the yard, and ufed only by the greateft Dons of Spain, and in 
ancient time only worn by the Nobleft Romans, and called by the name of Tyrian Purple. 

There are alfo fhels for other colours, which are not known to be fo plentifully in any 
other place as here. About Chira and Golfode Salinas the chief commodities are Salt,’ 
Hony, Maiz, fome Wheat and Fowles,which every yearthey fend by fome few Frigats to 
Panama , which from thence come on purpofe to fetch them with this purple coloured 
thred, or Pita, which I have fpoken of. The Frigat which came when I was there, was 
foon laden with thefe Commodities, and with it we fet out hoping to have been at Pana- 
ma within five or fix dayes. But as often before we had been crofted, fo likewife in this 
Ihort pafiage we were ftriving with the Wind, Sea, and Corrientes, as they are called 
(which are Iwift ftreams as of a River) four full weeks. After the firft day that we fet out, 
we were driven with a wind and ftorme towards Peru, till we came under the very iEqui- 
noftiall line, where what with exceflive heat, what with mighty ftormes, we utterly de- 
fpaired of life. But after one week that we had thus run towards death, it pleafed God in 
whom and by whom all creatures live, move, and have their being, to comfort us again 
with hopes of life, fending us a profperous gale, which drove us out of that ^quinoftiall 
heat, and ftormy Sea, towards the Blands of Per las, and Pucrta de Chame, lying on the 
South fide of the Mountains of Veragua , from whence we hoped within two dayes at the 
moft to be at reft and Anchor at Panama. But yet thefe our hopes were fruftrated, for 
there our wind was calmed, and we fell upon thofe ftrong Corrientes or ftreams, which 
drive us back in the night for the fpace of almoft a fortnight as much as we had failed in 
the day. Had not God again been mercifull here unto us, we had certainly perifhed in 
this our ftriving with the ftream; for although we wanted not provifion of food, yet our 
drink failed us fo, that for four dayes we tafted neither drop of wine or water, or any 
thing that might quench our thirft, fave only a little hony which we foufid did caufe more 
thirft in us, wnich made me and fome others to drink our own Urine, and to refrefh our 
moutheswith peeces of lead bullets, which did for a while refrefti, but would not long 
have fufficed Nature, had not Gods good Providence fentusfuch a wind which in the 
day drave us quite off from thofe Corrientes. Our firft thoughts were then to ftrike either 
to the Continent, or fome Ifland of many which were about us to feek for water,finding 
our bodies weak and languifhing; which the Captain of the Ship would by no means yeela 
unto, afluring us that that day he would land us ar Panama-, but we not being able, to 
fail on without drink, unlefle we fliould yeeld to have our dead and not live bodies landed 
where he promifed, thought it no good purchafe though we might buy all Panama with 
our lives, which we judged could not hold out another day; and feeing that the wind 
began to flacken, we all required him to ftrike into fome Ifland for water; which he 
ftubbornly refufed and denyed to do; whereupon the three Spaniards and fome of the 
Mariners mutined againft him with drawn Swords,threatnihg to kill him if he betook not 
himfelf prefently to fome Ifland. The good Matter thought it bad fport to fee Swords at 
his breaft, and fo commanded his Ship to be turned to two or three Iflands, which were 
not above two or three houres fail from us. When we drew nigh unto them, we caft our 
Anchor, and our Cock-boat, and happy was he that could firft caft himfelf into it to be 
rowed to land to fill his belly with water. The firft Ifland we landed upon, was on that 
fide unhabitable, where we fpent much time running to and fro, over-heating our felves 
and increafing our thirft; thus whilft one ran one way, and another tryed another to 
find out fome fountain, our hopes being fruftrated and I loft in the W*<9od, and my fliooes 
tome from my feet, with ftony rocks, and many thornes and bufhes in other places; my 
company betook themfelves to the Cock-boat to try another Ifland,leaving me alone,and 
loft in the Wood ; out of which at laft when I came, and found the Cock*boat gone from 
the (hoar, I began to confider my felfa dead man, thinking that they hid found water 
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and were gone to Ship, and not finding me wouldhoife up cheir failes fox'Panama Thus 
Being dejeded I cryed out to the Ship, which I perceived could not poftibly hear my 
weak voyce,and running up and down the Rocks to fee if I could difcover the Cock boat 
I perceived it was not with the Ship, andefpiedat the next Ifland. With this I began to 
fiope better things of them, that th?y wo,yld call for me when they had gotten water- 
fo I came down from the Rocks to the plain fhore, where I found a {bade of trees and 
amongft them fome berries (which might have been poifon, for I knew them not) where¬ 
with I refremed my, mouth for a whilebut my body fo burned that I thought there with 
heat, weakneue and faintneflelfhould have expired and given up the ghoft I thouglxt 
by ftripping my felf naked and going into the Sea unto my neck, I might thus refrefh mv 
body, which I did, and coming put again into the ihade, I fell into a deepfleep,in fo much 
that the Cock-boat coming for me, and the company hollowing unto me, I awaked not 
which made them fear that I was dead or loft; tifl landing, one fearched for me one way’ 
and another another, and fo they.found me, who might have been a prey to fptne wild; 
Beaft, or flept till the Frigat had gone away, and fo have perifhed in a barren and unha¬ 
bitable Ifland. When they awaked me, I wajs glad to fee my good company, and the firft 
thing I enquired for, was, if they had got any water • they bad me be of good cheer and 
arife; for they had water enough, and Oranges and Lemmons from another Aland* where 
they met with Spaniards that did inhabit it. I made hafte with them to the Boat, and no 
fooner was I entred into it but they gave me to drink as much as I would. The water was 
warme and unfetled, for they could not take it up fo but that they took of the gravel'l and 
bottome of the Fountain which made it look very muddy; yet for all this (as though mv 
life had depended upon it) I drank up a whole pot of it • which no fooner had I drank,but 
luch was the weakneue of my ftomach that it prefently call it up again not being able to 
bear it With this they wifhed me to eat an Orange or a Lemmonbut them alfo did mv 
ftomach rejeft; fo to our Frigat we went, and in the way I fainted fo that the company , 
verily thought I would die, before we got aboard. When we came thither I called again, 
for water, which was no fooner down my ftomach, but prefently up again j they had me 
to bed with a burningFeaver upon me,- where I lay that night expefting nothing but 
death, and that the Sea fliould be my grave. & 

The Mafter of the Ship feeing the wind was turned, began to be much-troubled, and, 
feared that with that wind he Ihould never get to Panama. He refolved to venture upon 
away, which never before he had tryed; which was, to get between the two Iflands 
which we had fearched for water, knowing that the wind,which on this fide was contrary 
on the other fide of the Iflands would be favourable unto him. Thus towards the evening 
he took up Anchor and hoifed up his failes, and refolved to pafle his Frigat between the 
two Iflands; which how dangerous and defperate an attempt it was, the event witnefled. 

I lay in this feafon (as I may truly fay) upon my death-bed, not regarding which way the 
Mafter of the Ship, or fortune carried me, fo that the mercy of the Lord carryed my foul: 
to heaven. No fooner had the Frigat fleered her courfe between the narrow paifage of 
the two Iflands, when being carried with the ftream too much to the one fide of the 
land it ran upon a Rock; fo that the veryftern was lifted up, and almoft caft out of the 
Pilots hands, who cryed out, not to God, but unto the Virgin Mary, faying, Ayndad ms 
Virgin Santijfvma^ quejino aqui nos pef xemos, help us, O moft holy Virgin, for if not,here 
we perifli. This, and the outcry o- all that were in the Frigat gave unto me an i Alarm of 
death, from the which yet it pleafed God by the means and diligence of the painfull 
Mariners to deliver me and all the Company, for with much ado moft part ofthat night' 
they haled from the Cock-boat the Frigat oft from the Rock, after the ftream had made 
it three leverall times to ftrike upon it. After a. very troublefome night in the morning we 
gotourhttlefhip out °f a ^danger and from between the two Iflands on the other fide 
of them, where we failed, profperoufly towards Panama. That morning my ftomach re¬ 
covered fome of its loft<ftrength, and I began to eat and to drink, and to walk about, re- 
joycing much to fee t.^ofe pleafant Iflands which we failed by. In the Evening we got to 
Puerto de Penco; wh,ere we caft Anchor, expeding to be fearched in the morning.* but 
that night (the Ma'fter of our Ship having gone to {hoar) the wind turned and blew fo 
itrorig that we loft, our Anchor, and were driven back almoft to: la Pacheque . and feared 
we mould be car ried out into the Ocean again fo far that we fliould with great difficul¬ 
ty get to Panamlp, But that God whom the Sea and winds do obey,turned again that con¬ 
trary wind int< 5 a profperous gale, wherewith we came once more unto Ptrice • and being 
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fearchcd we went on with full fail to Panama ; being neer the Port and without an An¬ 

chor in our {hip the wind once more blew us back^ and had not the Ship-mafter fent us an 
Anchor, we had gone again to Pacheque or further. But with that Anchor we ftayed all 
that night at Perico, wondring among our felves that fo many crofles ihould befall us,wch. 
made fome fay that we were bewitched ■ others, that certainly there was amongft us fome 
excommunicated perfon, whom they faid if they knew of, they would hurl him over bord. 
Whilft they were in this difcourfe, the wind turned yet again, and we levying our anchor 
went on to Panama hither it pleafed God that time fafely to conduit us in. I being now 
well ftrengthried made no ftay in that frigat, which I thought would have been fay laft 
abiding place in this world, but went to land and betook my felf to the Cloifter of the 
Dominicans, where I ftayed almoft fifteen days viewing and reviewing that City; which is 
governed like Guatemala by a Prefident and fix Judges, and a Court of Chancery, and is 
aBifhops fea. It hath more ftrength towards the South fea, then any other Port 
which on that fide I had feen, and lome Ordinances planted for the defence of it * but 
the houfcs are of the leaft ftrength of any place that I had entred in ; for lime and ftone 
is hard to come by, and therefore for that reafon, and for the great heat there, moft of 
the houfes are built of timber and bords; the Presidents hotife, nay the beft Church wals 
are but bords, which ferve for ftone and brick, and for tiles to cover the top. The heat is 
fo extraordinary that a linnen cut doublet, with fome flight ftuffe or taffety breeches is 
the common cloathing of the inhabitants. Fifh, fruits and herbage for fallets is more 
plentifull there then flelh; the cool water of the Coco is the womens beft drink, though 
Chocolatte alfo, and much Wine from Pern be very abounding. The Spaniards are in this 
City much given to fin, loofenefle and venery efpecially,who make the B/ackjmores, (who 
are many, rich and gallant) the chief objefts of their lull. It is held to be one of the richeft 
places in all America, having by land and by the river Chiagre commerce with the North 
fea,and by thejSouth, trading with all Pera,Eaft-India's,Mexico and Honduras. Thither 
is brought the chief treafure of Peru in two or three great {hips, which lie at anchor at 
Puerto de Perico iome three leagues from the City; for the great ebbing ofthefeaat that 
place efpecially, fuffereth not any great veflell to come neerer, where dayly the fea ebs 
and fals away from the City ttoo or three miles, leaving a mud, which is thought to caufe 
much unhealthinefle in that pl^ce, being fecoiided with many other muddy and moorifli 
places about the Town. It confifteth of fome five thoufand inhabitants, and faaintaineth 
at leaft eight Cloifters of Nuns and Fryers. I feared much the heats, and therefore made as 
much haft out of it as I could. I had my choice of company by land and water to Portobello. 
But cortfidering the hardnefTe of the mountains by land, I refolved to go by the river 
Chiagre ; and fo at midnight I fet out from Panama to Vent a de Cruzes, which is ten of 
twelve leagues from it. The way is thither very plain for the moft part, and pleafant in the 
morning and evening. 

Before ten of the clock we got to Vent a de Cruzes, where live none but Mulattos and 
Blackztnores, who belong unto the flat boats that carry the merchandize to Portobel. 
There I had very good entertainment by that people, who defired me to preach unto 
them the next Sabbath day, and gave me twenty CroWns for a Sermon, arid procefiion: 
After five dayes of my abode there, the boats fet out, which were much flopped 
in their paflage down the River; for irt fome places we found the water very low, 
fo that the boats ran upon the gravell; from whence with poles and the ftrength of 
the Blackmores they were to be lifted off again; fometimes again we met with fuch ftreams 
that carried us with the fwiftnefle of an arrow down under trees and boughs by the 
river fide, which fometimes alfo {topped us till we had cut down great branches of 
trees. Had not it pleafed God to fend us after the firft week plentifull rain, which 
made the water fun down from the mountains and fill the river (which othertvife 
of it felf is very {hallow) we might have had a tedious arid longer paflage; but after 
twelve dayes we got to the Tea, and at the poirit landed at the Caftle to refrefh our felves 
for half a day. Certainly the Spaniards truft to the ftreames and fhallownefle of that 
river, which they think will keep off any forain nation, from attempting to come up 
to Venta de Cruzes and from thence to Panama, or elfe they would ftrengthen more 
and fortifie that Caftle, which in my time wanted great reparations, and was ready to 
fell down to the ground. The GovernoUr of the Caftle was a notable Wine-bibber, 
who plyed us with that liquor the time that we ftayed there, and wanting a Chaplain 
for himfelf, and Souldiers, would fain hare had me ftaied with him; but greater 
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matters called me further, and fo I took my leave of him, who gave us fome dainties of 
frefh meat, fifh, and conferves, and fo difmifled us. We got out to the open Sea, 
difcovering fir ft the Efcxdode Veragua, and keeping fomewhat clofe unto the land we 
went on rowing towards Portobel, till the evening, which was Saturday night ; then we 
caft anchor behind a little Ifland, refolving in the morning to enter into Portobel. The 
Blackwores all that night kept watch for fear of Hollanders , whom theyfaid did often 
lie in wait thereabouts for the boats of Chiagre • but we palled the night fafely,and next 
morning got to Portobello, whofe haven we obfervedto be very ftrong, with two Caftles 
at the mouth, and conftant watch within them, and another called St. Mimd further in 
the Port. 

When I came into the Haven, Iwasf*rry to fee that as yet the Galeons were not 
come from Spain, knowing that the longer I Hayed in that place, greater would be my 
charges. Yet I comforted my felf that the time of the year was come, and that they 
could not long delay their coming. My firft thoughts were of taking up a lodging, 
which at that time were plentiful and cheap, nay fome were offered me for nothing] 
with this caveat, that when the Galeonsdid come, I mull either leave them, or pay a 
dear rate for them. A kinde Gentleman, who was the Kings Treafurer, falling in 
difcourfc with me, promifed to help me, that I might be cheaply lodged even when the 
(hips came, and lodgings were at. the higheftrate. He, interpofing his authority,went 
withmetofeekone, which at the time of the Fleets being there, might continueto be 
mine. It was no bigger then would contain a Bed, a Table, and a Stool or two, with 
room enough befides to open and fhut the dore, and they demanded of me for it, 
during the forefaid time of the Fleet, fixfcore Crowns, which commonly is a fortnight’. 
For the Town being little, and the Souldiers that come with the Galeons for their 
defence at leaft four or five thoufand; befides Merchants from Pern, from Spain, and 
many other places to buy and fell, is the caufe that every room, though never fo 
fmall, be dear; and fometimes all the lodgings in the Town are few enough for fo 
many people, which at that time do meet at Portobel. I knew a Merchant who gave a 
thoufand Crowns for a fhop of reafonable bignefle, to fell his wares and commodities 
that yeer that I was there, for fifteen dayes only, which the Fleet continued to be in 
that haven. I thought it much for me to give the fixcore Crowns which were deman¬ 
ded of me for a room, which was but a Moufe-hole, and began to be troubled,and told 
the Kings Treafurer that I had been lately robbed at Sea, and was not able to give fo 
much, and be befides at charges for my diet, which I feared would prove as much more. 
But not a farthing would be abated of what was asked- whereupon the good Treafu¬ 
rer pitying me, offered to the man of the houfe to pay him threefcore Crowns of it, if 
fo be that I was able to pay the reft, which I muft doe, or elfe lie without in the 
ftreet. Yet till the Fleet did come, I would not enter into this dear hole, but accep¬ 
ted of another fair lodging which was offered me for nothing. Whileft I thus expefted 
the Fleets coming, fome money and offerings I got for Maffcs, and for two Sermons 
which I preached at fifteen Crowns a piece. I vifited the Caftles, which indeed Teemed 
unto me to be very ftrong; but what moft I wondred at was to fee the requa’s of Mules 
which came thither from Panama ,, laden with wedges of filver; in one day I told 
two hundred Mules, laden with nothing elfe, which were unladen in the publick Mar¬ 
ket-place, fo that there the heaps of filver wedges lay like heaps of ftonesin the ftreet, 
without any fear or fufpicion of being loft. Within ten dayes the Fleet came, eonfifting 
of eight Galeons, and ten Merchants fhips,which forced me to run to my hole. It was a 
wonder then to fee the multitude of people in thofe ftreets which the week before had 
been empty. 

Then began the price of all things to rife, a fowl to be worth twelve Rials, which in 
the main land within I had often bought for one ; a pound of beef then was worth two 
Rials, whereas I had had in other places thirteen pound for half a Rial, and fo of all 
other food and provifion, which wasfo excefiive dear, that I knew not how to live 
but by fifh and Tortoifes, which there are very many, and though fomewhat dear, yet 
were the cheapeft meat that I could eat. It was worth feeing how Merchants fold 
their commodities, not by the Ell or Yard; but by the Piece and Weight, not paying 
in coyned peeces of money, but in Wedges, which were weighed and taken for commo¬ 
dities. Thislafted but fifteen dayes, whileft the Galeons were lading with Wedges of 
filver, and nothing elfe; fo that for thofe fifteen dayes, I dare boldly fay and avouch. 
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that in the world there is no greater Fair then that <tf ‘Portcbel, becweenthejwa Mer¬ 
chants, and thofe of Peru, Panama, and other parts thereabouts. 

Whileft this traffick was, it happened unto me that which 1 have formerly teflificd in 
my Recantation Sermon at Pauls Church, which if by that means it have not come unto 
the knowledge of many, I defire again to record it in thisitiyHiftory that to all End 
land it may bepublilhed; which was, that one day laying Maffe in the chitf Church 
after the Confecrat.on Of the bread, being with my eyes (hut at that mentall prayer’ 
which the Church o( Rome calleth the Memento for their dead, there came from behifide 
the Altar a Moufe, which running about, came to the very bread or Wafer-god of the 
Papifts, and taking it in hifmouth, ran away with it, not being perceived by any of the 
people who were at Maffe, for that the Altar was high, by reafon of the fteps going uf> 
to it, and the people far beneath. Bur as foon as I opened my eyes to «o on with mv 
Maffe, and perceived my God ftoln away, I looked about the Altar and faw the Moufe 
running away with it; which on a hidden did fo ftupifie me, that I knew not well what 
to do or lay, and calling my wits together, I thought that if I Ihou Id take no notice of 
the mifchance, and any body elfe in the Church Ihould, I might juftly be queftioned bv 
the Inquifition; but if I Ihould call to the people to look for the Sacrament then I might 
be but chid and rebuked for my careleffeneffe, which of the two I thought would be 
more eaftly borne, then the rigor of the Inquifition. Whereupon not knowing what 
the people had feen, I turned my felf unto them, and called them unto the Altar and 
told them plainly, that whileft I was in my Memento prayers and meditations, a Moufe 
had carryed away the Sacrament, and that I knew not what to do, unleffe they would 
help me to finde it out again. The people called a Prieft that was at hand, who pre- 
fently brought in more of his Coat, and as if their god by this had been eaten up they 
prefently prepared to finde out the thief, as if they would eat up the Moufe that had fo 
a (faulted and abufed their god • they lighted candles and torches to finde out the Male- 
fa <ftor in his fecret and hidden places of the wall* and after much fearching and inquiry 
for thefacrilegious beaft, they found at laft in a hole of the wall the Sacrament half ea¬ 
ten up, which with great joy they took out, and as if the Ark had been brought a- 
gain from the Phlifiines to the Jfratlites, fo they rejoyced for their new-found god, 
whom with many people no# reforted to the Church, with many lights of Can¬ 
dies and Torches, with joyfull and folemne mufick they carried about the Church 
in proceffion. *Mv felfe was preferit-upon my knees, (haking and quivering for 
what might be done unto me, and expeding my doome and judgement ; and 
as the Sacrament paffed by me, I obfepved i n it the marks and fignes of the 
teeth of the Moufe, as they are to be feen in a piece of Cheefe gnawne and eaten 
by it. 

This ftruck me with fuch horror, that I ck*ed not at that prefent whether I had 
been tome in a thoufa-nd pieces for denying ' publickly that Moufe-eaten god, I 
called to mybeft memory all Philofophy. concerning^Subftance and Accident, and re- 
folved within my felf, that what I faw grtkwn, was not an accident, but fome real! 
fubftance eaten and devoured by that vermin, which certainly was fed and nouriflied 
by what it had eaten, and'Philofophy well teacheth, fubfiantia cibi (non accidents) con- 
vertitur in fubjfanriam aftti, the fubftance (hot the 1 accident of the food or meat) is con¬ 
verted and turned into the fubftance of the thing fddby it and alimented : Now herel 
knew that t his Moufe had fed Upon fome fubftance, otelfehOw could the marks of the 
teeth fo plainly appear ? But no Papift will be WjlKng to anfwer that it fed uport 
the fubftance Of Chrifts body, ; ergo; by: go.od confcqdence it follows that it fed upon the 
fubftance of bread* arid fo Tranfucftaptitiph here in my judgement was confuted by a 
Moufe; which mean and frafe creature God chofe to convince me of my former 
errors, and made me now f rdob^ i upon what many yeers before I had doubted, 
that certainly the pqinf of TranfuMfaiitiation taught by the Church of Rome, tfmoft 
damnable and erroneous; for 1 befideswhat before I have obferved, it contradlfteth that 
PhilofophicalP Axiome, teaching that duo contradiEloria non poffunt Jimul & fvmtl de 
epdem verificari, twoxontradriftories cannot at once and at the felf fame time be faid and 
verified of the fame thing ; but here it wasfo* for here in Romes judgement and opi¬ 
nion Chrifts body was gnawn and eaten, and at the fame time the fame body in ano¬ 
ther place,and upon another Altar in the hands of another Prieft was not eaten and 
gnawn: Therefore here are two contradictories verified of the fame body of Chipift: 
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to wit, it was eaten and gnawn, and it was not eaten and gnawn. Thefe impreffions 
at that time were fo great in me, that I refolved within my felf, that bread really and 
truely was eaten upon that Altar,! and by no means Chrifts glorious body, which is in 
heaven, and cannot be upon earth fubjed to the hunger or violence of a creature. 
Here again I defired with godly David, that I might have the wings of a Dove to fly 
into my Countrey of England, and there be fatisfied upon j;his point, and be at reft of 
confcience. Here I refolved that if I had been queftioned for my carelefneffe, or 
for my contempt of that Romifh Sacrament ( which I thought would be the judge¬ 
ment of the Spaniards, who knew me to be an Englijt man born ) that I would facri- 
fice willingly my life for the Proteftant truth, which as yet I had been no othervvife 
taught, but by that Spirit which (as Solomon well obferveth) in a man is the candle 
of the Lord. I conceived here that this was fome comfort to my foul, which my good 
God would afford me in the way of my travelling to Canaan , that I might more 
willingly bear whatfoever croffes yet might befall me in my way and journey to 
England. The event of this accident was not any trouble that fell upon me for if ; for 
indeed the Spaniards attributed it unto the carelefneffe of him who had care of the 
Altars in the Church, and not to any contempt in me to the Sacrament. The part 
of the wafer that was left after the Moufe had filled her belly, was laid up after the 
folemne proccfiion about the Church, in a Tabernacle for that purpofe, that afterwards 
it might be eaten up by fome hungry Prieft. And becaufe fuch a high contempt had 
been offered by a contemptible Vermin to their Bread-god, it was commanded through 
Tortobel that day, that all the people fhould humble themfelves and mourne, and faft 
with Bread and Water onely. Although I faw I was not queftioned for the cafe, yec 
I feared where there were fo many Souldiers and forain people, that by fome or other 
I might be mifchiefed out of their blinde zeal, wherefore I thought it not amiffe 
for a day or two to keep within my lodging. Don Carlos de Tbarra,who was the Ad- 
tnirall of that Fleet made great hafte to be gone; which made the Merchants buy 
and fell apace, and laid the (hips with filver wedges; whereof I was glad, for the 
more they laded, theleffe I unladed my purfe with buying dear provifion, and foo- 
ner I hoped to be out of that unhealthy place, which of it felf is very hot, and fubjed 
to breedFeavers, nay death, if the feet bet,not preferved from wetting when it rai- 
neth; but efpecially when the Fleet is there, it is an open grave, ready to fwallowin 
part of that numerous people, which at that-time refort unto it, as was feen the 
yeer that I was there, when about five hundred of the .Souldiers, Merchants, and Ma¬ 
riners, what with Feavers, what with the Flux caufed by too much eating of fruit, 
and drinking of water, what with other diforders., loft their lives, finding ic to be 
to them not Porto hello , but Porto malo. And this is ufuall every year • and therefore; 
for the relief and comfort of thofe that cpme fick from Sea, or ficken there, a great 
and rich Hofpitall is in the Town, with many Fryers, called De la Capacba, or by 
other s, De fuan de Dios, whofe calling and profeffion is onely to cure and attend 
upon the fick, and to bear the dead unto their graves. The Admiral fearing the 
great fickneffe that year, made hafts to be gone, not fearing the report that was 
of fome three or foure Holland or English (hips abroad at Sea, waiting (as it was fup- 
pofed ) for fome good prize out of that great and rich Fleet. This news made me 
begin to fear, and to think of fecuring my felf in one of the belt and ftrongeft Ga- 
leons; but when I came to treat of my paffage in one of them, I found that I could 
not be carryedin any under three hundred Crowns, which was more then my purfe 
was able to afford. With this I thought to addreffe my felf to fome Mafter of a 
Merchants fhip, though I knew I could not befo fafe and fecurc in any of them, as in 
a Galeon well manned and fortified with Souldiers, .and Guns of Braffe; yet I hoped 
in God, who is a ftrong refuge to them that feijir.hirn,and in this occafion provided for 
me a cheap andfure paffage. For meeting one day with my friend the Treafurer, he 
again pitying me asaftranger, and lately robbed, commended me to the Mafter of 
a Merchant fhip, called St. Sebafiian, whom he knew was defirous to carry a Chap¬ 
lain with him at his ownc Table. I no fooner addreffed my felf unto him, ufing 
the name and favour of his and my friend the Treafurer, but presently I found him 
willing to accept of my company, promifing to carry me for nothing, and to board 
me at hisowneTable, onely for my prayers toGodforhim and his, offering further 
so give me fome fatisfadion for whatfoever Sermons I fhould preach in his fhip. I 
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blefied God, acknowledging in this 'alfo his providence, who in alfoccafions fur- 
thered my return to England. The fhips being laden we fet forth towards Carthagena 
and the feeonddayof our failing we difcovered foure (hips, which made the Merchant* 
{hips afraid, and to keep clofe to the Galeons, trufting to their ftrength more then 
their owne. The (hip I was in, wasfwift and nimble under fail, and kept ftill under 
the wings either of the Admiral! or of fome other of the belt Galeons; but all the 
other Merchant fhips were not fo, but fome flowly came on behinde, whereof two 
were carryed away by the Hollanders in the night, before ever we could get to Car - 
tbagena. 

Thegreateft fear that I perceived poflefled the Spaniards in this Voyage, was about; 
the Ifland of Providence, called by them Sta Catalina, or Si. Katharine, from whence 
they feared left fome Englijh fhips fhould come out againft them with great ftrength. 
They curfed the Englilh in it, and called the Ifland the den of Theeves and Pirates wiftr 
ing that their King of Spain would take fome courfe with it* orelfe that it would’prove 
very prejudicial! to the Spaniards, lying neer the mouth of the Defagaadero, and ft* 
endangering theFrigatsof Granada, and ftanding between Portobel and Carthagena and 
fo thrcatning the Galeons, and their Kings yeerly and mighty treafure. * * 

Thus with bitter invedives againft the Englijh and the Ifland of Providence, we failed 
onto Carthagena, where again we met with the foure fhips which before had followed 
ns, and had taken away two of our fhips, and now at our entring into that Port threat-* 
ned to have carried away more of our company; which they might have done/if they 
would have ventured to have come upon the fhip wherein I went, which at the’turning 
about the land point to get into the Haven, ran upon the fhore, which if it had beefi 
rocky, as it was fandy and gravelly, had certainly there been caft away, by keeping 
too neer unto the land; from which danger by the care of the Mariners, and tneir 
aftive pains, we were fafely delivered, as alfo from the fhips which followed us as far 
as they durft for fear of the Canon fhot of the Caftle ; and thus we entred into the 
Haven of Carthagena, and flayed therefor the.fpace of eight or ten dayes, where I 
met with fome of my Countrey-men their Priforiers, who had been taken at Sea by 
the Spaniards, and belonged unto the Ifland of Providence , among whom was the re¬ 
nowned Captain Roufe , and about a dozen more, with whom I was glad to meet, but 
durft not fhew them too much countenance, for fear of being fufpeded; yet I Yoon 
got the good will of fome of them, who being deftined to Spain, were very defirous to 
go in the fhip wherein I went, which deflre of theirs I furthered, and was fuiter unto 
my Captain to carry foure of them in his fhip, which for my fake he willingly yeelded 
Unto; amongft thefe was one Edward Lay field (who afterwards fetting out of St. Lucar 
for England , was taken captive by the Turk* r, and fince from Turkey writ into England, 
unto me to help to releafe him ) with whom both at Carthagena , and in the way in the 
fhip I had great difeourfe concerning points of Religion, and by him came to know fome 
things prolefled in England, which my confcience (whileft I lived in America ) much in¬ 
clined unto. I was much taken with his company, and found him very officious unto 
me, whofe kindneffe I requited by {peaking for him in the fhip to the Mafter and Mari¬ 
ners, who otherwif? were ready and forward to abufe him and the reft of the Englijh 
company, as prifoners and flaves. t . 

At Carthagena we heard a report of threefcore fail of fhips of Hollanders waiting 
for the Galeons, which, ftruck no little fear into the Spaniards ; who called a councel 
whether our Fleet fhould winter there, or go on to Spain. It proved to be but a falfe 
report of the Inhabitants of Carthagena , who for their owne ends and lucre would 
willingly have had the Ships and Galeons to have flayed there; but Don Carlos deTbarra 
replyed, that he feared not a hundred fail of Hollanders, and therefore would go on 
to Spain, hoping to carry thither fafely the Kings treafure. Which he performed, 
and in eight dayes arrived at Havana , where we flayed,eight dayes longer, expecting 
the Fleet from Vera Cruz,. In which time I viewed well that ftrong Caftle manned with 
the twelve guns* called the twelve Apoftles, which would do little hurt to an Army 
by land, or marching from the River of Matanfos. I vifited here the Mother of that 
Mulatto, who had taken away all my means at Sea, and fpent much time in comfor¬ 
ting my poor Countrey-men the prifoners, but efpecially that gallant Captain Roufe, 
who came unto me to complain of fome affronts which had been offered unto hirri 
by the Spaniards in the fhip wherein he came; which he not being able to put up 
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though a Prifoner unto them, defired to queftion in the field, challenging hispreucf 
contemners to meet him if they durft in any place of the Havana, (a brave courage m ; 
a dejeded and imprifoned Englijh man to challenge a Spaniard in his Countrey a 
Cock upon his owne dunghill,) which as foonasl underftood by Edward Layfilld 
I defired to take up, fearing that many would falluponhim cowardly and mince him 
fmall in pieces. I fent for him to the Cloiller where I lay; and there had conference 
with him, prevailing fo far as that I made him defift from his thoughts of going into 
the field, and fhewing his manhood in fuch a time and place, where his low condition 
of a Prifoner might well excufe him.The reft of my poor Countrey men were here much 
difcouraged, and in fome want, whom I relieved (Specially Layfidd) and encouraged as 
much as I was able. I chanced here to have occafion to take a little phyfick before I went 
again to Sea, and thereb y I learned what before I never knew, to wit, the dyet which on 
fuch a day the beft Phyficians of Havana prefcribe unto their patients.Whereas after the 
working of my phyfick, I expe&ed fome piece of Mutton, or a Fowl, or fome other 
nourifhing meat, my Phyfician left order that I {hould have a piece of rolled Pork, 
which feeming unto me a dyet contrary to that dayes extremity, I began to refufe it* 
alledging to my Doftor the contrary courfe of all Nations, the natural! quality of that 
meat to open the body. To which he replyed, that what Porke might work upon 
mans body in other Nations, it worked not there, but the contrary; and fo hewulhed 
me to feed upon what he had prefcribed, alluring me that it would do me no hurt. 

Now as Hogs flelh there is held t9 be fo nourifhing, fo likewife no other meat is 
more then it and Tortoifes, wherewith all the {hips make their provifion for Spain. 

The Tortoifes they cut out in long thin Alices, as I have noted before of the Tafiajos^ 
and dry it in the wind after they have well faked it, andfo itferveth the Mariners, in 
all their Voyage to Spain, which they eat boyled with a little garlick, and I have 
heard them fay, that to them it tailed as well as any Veal. They alfo take into 
their Ships fome Fowles for the Mailers and Captains tables, and live Hogs, which 
would feemto be enough to breed fome infedion in the Ship, had they not’care to ; ^ 

walh often the place where fuch unclean beafts lie. In the fhip where I was palfeir 
ger, was killed every week one for the Mailers, Pilots, and PalTengers table. Thus 
all things being made ready for the {hips provifion to Spain, and the Merchants 
goods, and the Kings Revenue being {hipped in nine dayes that we abode there; we 
now wanted nothing, but onely the company of the Fleet from Vera Cruz,, which 
fhould have met us there upon the eight day of September. But Don Carlos de ^Ybarra, 
feeing it ftayed longer then the time appointed, and fearing the weather, and the New 
Moon of that moneth which commonly proveth dangerous in the Go’lf of Bahama 
refolved to Hay no longer, but to fetout to Spain. On a Sabbath day therefore in 
the morning, we hoifed fails (being in all feven and twenty {hips with thofe which had 
met with us there from Honduras and the Iflands ) and one by one we failed out of Ha¬ 
vana to the main Sea, where we that day wafted about for a good wind, and alfo 
waiting for our guide, which was not yet come out of the Havana, to guide us through 
the Gulf of Bahama. But that night we wilhed our felves again in the Havana, thinking 
that 'We were compaffed about with a ftrong Fleet of Hollanders , many {hips came 
amongft us, which made us provide for a fight in the morning, A Councel of War 
was called, and all that night watch was kept, the Guns prepared, red Cloths hung 
round the {hips. Orders fent about both to the Galeons and to the Merchant {hips 
what pofture and place to be in. That which I was in, was to attend the Admiral!, which 
I hoped would be a ftrong defence unto us: Our men were couragious and ready to 
fight, though I liked not fuch Martial bufinelfe and difcourfe; but for me a place was 
prepared where I might lie hid, and be fafe among fome barrels of bisket, I had all the 
night enough to doe, to hear the Confeffions of thofe in the {hip, who thought 
they could not die happily with the {hot of a Holland Bullet, untill they had confefted 
all their fins unto me, who towards morning had more need of reft, then of figh¬ 
ting, after thdhvearying of my ears with hearing fo many wicked, grievous, and abo¬ 
minable fins. But the dawning of the day difcovered our caufeleffe fear, which was 
from friends, and not from any enemies or Hollanders ; for the {hips which were 
joyned unto us in thenight, were as fearful! of us, as we of them, and prepared them- 
felves likewife to fight in the morning, which {hewed unto us their Colours^ whereby 
we knew that they were the Fleet which we expedted from Vera Cruz,, to goe along 
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with us to ^ They were two and twenty Sail, which little thought to finde usout 
A h l bU c- Wlth / n ? e ” aven ] y in § Anchor, waiting for their coming 

and therefore in the night feared us much more then we them. But when the dav 
cleared our doubts fears and jealoufies, then began the Martiall colours to be taken 
down the joyfull found of Trumpets with the help of Heptanes Kingdomes ecchoed 
from fhip to foip the boats carryed welcoming meffages from one wanother, the 
Spamjb Brindis with buen Vtaje, buen Tajfaje , was generally cryed out, the whole 
morning was fpent with friendly acclamations and falutat.ons from foip t0 foip But 
in the midlt ot this our joy and Sea-greetings, we being now in all two and fifty Sail 
(yet we not knowing well how many they werefrom hr* Cruz, nor they howma^ 
ny we were from the Havana ) two foips were found amongft us, (whether EnXitb or 
Hollanders, we could not well difcover, but the English prifoners with me told me 
they thought one was a foip of England called the Neptune) which having got the 

r. d f^ gle ° Ut H a(hlP , 0f r S C wh,ch belon § edto ^^,andfromSt § Z^ 

or Cales had been forced to the Kings fervice in that voyage to the Indus, laden with 
Suoars and other rich commodities to the worth of at leaft fourfcore thoufand Crowns* 
and fuddenly giving her a whole broad fide (receiving a reply onely of two Guns) 
made her yeeld without any hope of help from fo proud and mighty a Fleet,-for that 
foe was fomewhat far ftragled from the reft of the foips. The whole bufineflTe lafted 
not above half an hour, but prefently foe was carryed away from under our nofes • the 
Spaniards changed their merry tunes into voto a dios , and voto a Chrifio, in raging curfing 
and fwearing, fome reviling at the Captain of the foip which was taken, and faying that 
he was falfe, and yeelded on purpofe without fighting, becaufe he was forced to come 
that Voyage,- others curfingthofo that took her, and calling them hijosdeputa, Borrad 
chos, injames Ladrones, Battards, Drunkards, infamous Theeves andPyrates - fometa 1 
king their fwords in their hands, as if they would there cut them in pieces, fome laying 
hold of their Muskets, as if they would there fooot at them, others ftampin* like mad 
men, and running about the foip, as if they would leap over bord, and makefoafte after 
them; others grinning their teeth at the poor Englijh prifoners that were in the foip [ 
as if they would ftab them for what (theyfaid) their Countrey-men had done. I muft 
needs fay, I had enough to do to hold lome of thofe furious and raging brains from doing 
Layfield fome mifchief, who more then the reft would be finding, arguing and anfwering 
their outragious nonfenfe. Order was prefently given to the Vice-Admiral and two 
more Ga'eons to follow and purfue them; but all in vain, for the wind was aoainft 
them and fo the two foips laughing and rejoycing as much as the Spaniards curfed and 
raged, failed away conVientoenPopa , with full Sail, gallantly boafting-with fo rich a 
prize taken away from two and fifty foips, or (as I may fay) from the chiefeft and grea- 
teft ftrength of Spain. b 

That afternoon the Fleet of Vera Cruz, took their leave of us, ( not beino furnifoed 
with Provifion to go on to Spain with us) and went into the Havana-, and we fet for¬ 
wards toward Europe, fearing nothing for the prefent but the Gulf of Bahama, through 
which we got fafely with the help and guidance of fuch Pilots, which our Admiral! Don- 
Carlos had chofen, and hired for that purpofe. 

I foall not need to tell thee my Reader of the fight which we had of S t AngaJtihe 
Florida, nor of many ftormes which we fuffered in this Voyage, nor of the many 
degrees we came under, which made us foake with cold more’then the Froft of 
England &o in the worft of Winter ; onely Ifay, thatthe beftof our Pilots not know¬ 
ing where they were, had like to have betrayed us all to the Rocks of Bernuda, one 
night, had not the breaking of the day given us a fair warning that we were run- 
ning upon them. For which the Spaniards in ftead of giving "God thanks for their 
delivery out of that danger, beganagain to curfe and rage againft the Englips, which 
inhabited that Ifland, faying, that they had inchanted that and the reft of thofe 
Ifiands about, and did ftill with the devil! raife ftorms in thofe Seas when the Spanijb 
Fleet pafled that way. From thence when we had fafely efcaped, we failed well to 
the Ifiands called Terceras , where ‘fain we would have taken in frefo water, (for 
that which we had taken in at Havana , now began to ftink, and look yellow, making 
us flop our nofes, whileft we opened our mouths,) but rigid Don Carlos would not 
pity the reft of his Company, who led us by the Ifiands; and that night following 
we all wifoed our felves in- fome harbour of them ; for ( though in their con¬ 
ceit: 
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ceipt thofe Iflands were not inchanted by Englijh men, but inhabited by holy and Ido¬ 
latrous Papifts) we were no fooner got from them, when there arofe the greateft ftorme 
that we had in all our voyage from Havana, to Spain, which lalted full eight dayes,where 
we loft one {hip & indangered two Galeons,which {hot off their warning peeces for help, 
and made us al ftay and wait on them,til they had repaired their Tacklings and main Maft. 
We went on fomctimes one way, fometimes anocher, not well knowing were we were, 
drinking our {linking water by allowance of pints, till three or foure dayes after the 
ftorme was ceafed, we difcovered land, which made all cry out, Hifpania , Hijpania, Spain, 
Spain; whileft a Counfell was fummoned by the Admirall to know what land that was, 
fome fold away barrels of bisket, others of water, to thofe that wanted ( every one 
thinking that it was fome part of Spain) but the refult of the wife Counfell was, after 
they had failed neerer to the land, and had layed and loft many wagers about it, that it 
was the Ifland of Madera, which made fome curfe the ignorance of the Pilots, and made 
us all prepare our felves with patience for a longer voyage. It pleafed God from the dif- 
covery of this Ifland, to grant us a favorable wind to Spain, where within twelve dayes 
we difcovered Cales ; and fome of the {hips there left us, but moft of them went forward 
to San Lucar, as did the fhip wherein I went; when we came neer to the dangerous place, 
which the Spaniards call La Barra, we durft not venture our {hips upon our Pilots own 
knowledge; but called for Pilots to guide us in, who greedy of their lucre came 
out in boats almoft for every {hip one. Upon the eight and twentieth of November , 
1637. wecaft anchor within St.. Lucar deBarameda about one of the clock in the after¬ 
noon, and before evening other paflengers and my felf went a {hoar (having firft been 
fearched) and although I might prefently have gone to the Cloifter of St. Dominick 
where my old Fryer Pablo de Londres was yet living, whom I knew would be glad of my 
coming from the India’s, yet I thought fit the firft night to enjoy my friends company 
both Spaniards and Englijh, (who had come fo long a voyage with me) in fome Ordi¬ 
nary, and to take my reft better abroad then I ftiould do in a Cloifter, where I expeded 
but a* poor Fryers fupper, a hard and mean lodging, many foolilh queftions from old 
Fryer Pablo de Londres concerning the India s, and my abode there fo many years, and 
finally the noife of Eels andratlers to roufeup thedrowfie Fryers from their fleep to 
Matines at midnight.That night therefore I betook my felf to an Englifh Ordinary ,where 
I refrelhed my felf and my poor prifoners, (who by the Mafter of the fhip were commit¬ 
ted to my charge that night and forwards upon my word, fo as to be forth coming when 
they {hould be called) and the next morning I fent my honeft friend Layficld with a let¬ 
ter to the Cloifter to old Pablo de Londres, who upon my fummons came joyfully to wel¬ 
come me from the India's, and after very little difcourfe told me of {hips in the Haven 
ready to fet out for England. The old Fryer being of a decrepit and doting age, thought 
every day a year that I ftayed there, and fufpended my Voyage for England, and ( not 
knowing the fecrets of my heart) judged already that the Converfion or turning of many 
Proteftant fouls to Popery waited for my coming, which made him haften me, who was 
more defirous then he to be gone the next day, if I might have found wind, weather and 
flapping ready. But God, who had been with mein almoft ninety dayes failing from 
Havana to San Lucar, and had delivered me from many a ftorme, prepared and furthe¬ 
red all things in a very fhort time for the laftaccomplifhment of my hope and defire, to 
return to England my native foil, from whence I had been abfent almoft for the fpace of' 
four and twenty years. 

My firft thought here in St. Lucar, was to caft off now my Fryers weed, that outward 
{heepskin, which covers many a wolvifh, greedy and covetous heart under it; which 
doubtlefle is the ground, why in Germany,\o the Proteftant and Lutheran Towns, when 
the boyes and yong men lee a Fryer go along their ftreets, they cry out to the neighbours, 
faying, a Wolfe, a Wolfe, {hut your doors; meaning, that though what they wear 
feemtob epellisovina, or Agnina, afneep or Lambskin and their condition of morti¬ 
fied, humble and meek men, yet under it lyeth cor Lupinum, a Wolves heart, greedy 
of fome prey, either worldly, of wealth and riches, or fpirituall, of feducing, decei¬ 
ving and mifleading poorfoules. Such was the habit, whichmow>Idefired to {hake 
off, whic h was a white Coat or gown hanging to the ground girded about with a leathern 
belt,and over it from the {houlders downward a white Scapulary(fo called there)hanging 
Ihorter then the gown both before and behind, and over that a white hood to cover the 
head, and laftly, over that a black cloak with another black.hood; both which together. 
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ropeor cOfd'jiMapiiigaRitocifcainiwho indeed isgitded'aboat with a corlimdeofhemp* 
Though the Do m ,mca„ hfa;p, t by thishi,SabirLke fah a gtafliXXXS 
whtch ,s contrary to h.sj.fc and conrerfation - for by his outward^^bia "k habit ™ f2’ 

“ f T b r a H a of ' dcadne£fc »<l mortification to the S Sby hU 

“1 are uSe‘ften” iniS’S' ch ?* t ? °f heart, thoughts and life; both which 
truely are ittle ken in thofe Fryers efpecially, who outwardly are worldly and living 
tathe world, covetous and ambitious ©f honours, preferments, BifhopriekeV ard places 
°f publ,ck preaching , and thereforediave by place 

of authompasbyrhekws of ^.tfcbetheKingtobe 
Matters of the Popes Palace, and there to read a leffon of Divinity to belief heads of 
L^^l^'or'^Cr^d 171 p’aces to Be promoted to fit in theCounceil of the State 
SrtWrS andf ° P0pGS ’ or to 10 joy the richeft and fatteft 

thev are dead to the wo 1 j^ 10prrc ^ s ln s P ain -> h f l y, and India’s, which fheweth how little 
the^ are deadto the world nay how they are living to the world and its preferments 
contrary to the black and dead colour of their habits. So likewife do they not live accor¬ 
ding to the whitenefle of their inward habits,whofc lives are found impure and unchaft 

bv fome oftharorofeffio^ ewdn M wbatbaPe and un dean aftstJebeen commS 
by fome of that profefilon in tne Low Countries, in Spain, in the India’s in Italy nav here 

SlS and ffiU the , S , upenor ° f them > b V one Pofhsm well known to be I good 

would be MO too^lo h no bl ^ ng * the houfe M one Crafts and others, which 

Allelorv oftShwf I w? m * u* whlt r eneffe of their habit. But I applying the 

niir Of , d 7^ 5ft* othemtfe unto my felfi and in the outward black 

part ofit feeing the foulncffe and filthinefie of my life and Idolatrous Prietthood in the 

exercife of that profcfiion, and-Orders which from Rome I had received • and in the white 
inward habit confidenng yet the purity, and integrity of thofe intentions and thoughts 
of my inward heart in purfuance whereof I had left what formerly I have noted yefall 
America, which, hadrl continued in it, might have been to me a Mine of wealth’ riches 
cand treafure . Irefolved here therefore to caft off that hypocriticall cloak and habit and 
to put on fuch Apparell whereby I might no more appear a Wolfe in fheepskin ’ but 
r m J, CoufiCre y ^England, thereto fhew and make known the 
Candor of my heart, t hepunty and fincerity of my thoughts; which had brought me 
fo far by a public* profefilon of the pure truths of the Gofpell, without any invention 
Tnd ilmn 0 ff a 0f T a r nt ° ! ^ Wkh th f fmal means therefore which was left meafterfo long 
aiid almoft a whole years journey from Eetapa to Sr. Lucd r fk™ng yet about a hundred 
Crows) I gave order for a fute of Cloathes to be made by an Englijh Taylor which I 
willingly put on and fo prepared my felf for England. Three or four ftips were in 
readineffe, who had only waited for the Fleet, to take in fome Commodities^efpecialij 
ThTfiTft d £r°if r r, r° Wh T H I a ? Ch u! d Pai >lodeLondres, in doubt which to choofe 7 
? //f LuU K t , hou § hc L ftlou l d havJ been my lot, in the which my friend 

fC f ^° r u a thC EngUJh P nPoners were there freed to go home to 
great providence of God diverted me, orelfel had 
been this day with Layfield a Have in Turkey, for the next day after this fhip fet out, 

nrffnner^rn ^ ^ ***? for a nch P r ‘ Ze > 2nd a11 thc ^ngul in it for 

pufoners to Argell. But God (who I hope had referved me for better things,) appointed 
for me a fafer convoy home in a fhip ( as I was informed) belonging to Sir William Curtin, 
under the command of an honeft E lemming, named Adrian Adrianzen living at Dover 
then with whom I agreed for my paffage and dyet at his Table. This fhip fet out of the 
vf^St.Lucar the ninth day after my arrivall thither, where it waited for the company 

of them rd S fome IndUn wed § Cs which upon forfeiture 

of them it durft not take in within the Bar and Haven 

And thus being now cloathed after a new fafhion and ready to lead a new life- being 

fro r m an &YT lnt0 the faftlion ofan En z llfli man , the tenth da y afte * 

m> abode m San Lucar, I bad adieu to Spain and all Spanifh fafhion#, faffions, and carri¬ 
age 




I, A New Survey of the Weft-indies. 

I bad farewell my old Fryer Pablo de Lendres, with the reft of my acquaintance, andfoin 
a boat went over the Bar to the {hip, which that night in company offour more fet for¬ 
ward for England. I might obferve here many things of the goodneffe of Adrian Adri- 
AnKen and his good carriage towards me in his fhip, which I will omit, having much more 
to obferve of the goodneffe of God, who favoured this our voyage with fuch a profpe- 
rous wind, and without any ftorm at all, that in thirteen dayes we came to Dover , where 
I landed, the fhip going on to the Downes. Others that landed at Margaret were brought 
to Dover, and there queftioned and fcarched; but I, not fpeaking Englifh, but Spanijh, 
was not at all fufpe&cd, neither judged to be an Englifh man; and fo after two dayes I 
took poft in company of fome Spaniards and an Irijb Colonel, for Canterbury and fo for¬ 
ward to Grave fend. When I came to London, I was much troubled within my felf for 
want of my Mother tongue, (for I could only fpeak fome broken words) which made me 
fearfull Ilhould not be acknowledged to be an English man born. Yeti thought my 
kindred (who knew I had been many years loft) would fome way or other acknowledge 
me, and take notice of me, if at the firft I addreffed my felf unto fome of them, untill I 
could better expreffe my felf in Englijh. The firft therefore of my name, whom I had 
notice of, was my Lady Penelope Gage, widow of Sir John Gage , then living in St. fones ; to 
whom the next morning after my arrivall to London , I addreffed my felf for the better dif- 
covery of fome of my Kindred; whom though I knew to be Papifts, and therefore 
ought not to be acquainted with my inward purpofe and refolution ; yet for fear of fome 
want in the mean time, and that I might by their means pradice my felf in the ufe of my 
forgotten native tongue, and that I might enquire what childs part had been left me by 
my father, that I might learne fome fafhions, and laftly, that in the mean time, I might 
fearch into the Religion of England, and find how far my confcience could agree with it, 
and be fatisfied in thofe fcruplcs which had troubled me in America, for all thefe reafons I 
thought itnot amiffe to look and enquire after them. When therefore I came unto my 
Lady Gage, fhe believed me to be her kinfman, but laughed at me, telling me, that I fpake 
like an Indian or Welch man, and not like an Englijh man; yet (he welcomed me 
home, and fent me with a fervant to a Brothers lodging in Long Aker, who being in the 
CouAtrey of Surry, and hearing of me fent horfc and man for me to come to keep 
Cbriftmas with an Uncle of mine living at Gat ton ; by whom as a loft and forgotten 
Nephew, and now after four and twenty years returned home again, I was very kindly 
entertained, and from thence fent for to Cheam, to one Mr. Fromand another kinfman, 
with whom I continued till after twelfth day, and fo returned again to London to my 
Brother. 

Thus my good Reader, thou feeft an American, through many dangers by Sea and 
Land, now fafely arrived in England ; and thou mayeft well with me obferve the great 
and infinite goodneffe and mercy of God towards me a wicked and wretched finner. 
How I have anfwered to this Gods gracious calling me from fo far and remote a 
Countrey, to do him fervice here, I will (hew thee in the Chapter following, and fo 
conclude this my long and tedious Hiftory. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Shewing how, and for what canfes, after I had Arrived in England, l took jet 
another journey to Rome, and other farts of Italy, and returned again to fettle my 
felfin this my Countrey . J 

N OW Reader,as the ftone that is falling,the neerer it cometh to its Center,the more 
hafte it maketh : fo I, the neerer I am coming to the conclufion of this my Hi¬ 
story, more hafte I defire to make in this laft Chapter, for the completing and finifhing 
of it. With brevity therefore I will relate fome of my travels in Europe, in which I 
will yeeld to many of my Nation; but for America , and my travels and experience there, 
I dare boldly challenge all travellers of my Countrey. After my return to London from 
Surrey , I began to expoftulate with my younger Brother (knowing he had been prefenc 
at my Fathers death, and had a chief hand in the ordering and executing his laft Will 
and Teftament) concerning what childes part was left unto me. To which he made me 
anfwer, that my Father had indeed left him, and my Brother the Colonel, and two other 
Sons by a fecond Wife, and my own Sifter, every one fomewhat, but to me nothing, 
nay that at his death he did not fo much as remember me; which I could not but take to 
heart, and called to minde the angry and threatning Letter which I had. received front 
him in Spain , becaufe I would not be a Jefuite. Though for the prefent I faid nothing, 
yet afterwards in many occalions I told my Brother I would have the Will produced, ami 
would by eourfe of Law demand a childes part; but he put me off,alluring me I Ihould ne¬ 
ver want amongft other my friends&kindred,with whom he knew I Ihould be wel accom¬ 
modated as long as I continued in England. After few dayes that I had been in London , my 
kinfman at Cheam defired me to come to live with him,where I continued not long;formy 
Uncle at Gatton invited me to his houfe,offering me there meat, drink, lodging, horfe and 
man, with twenty pound a year, which he promifed in other wayes to make as good as 
thirty. Here I continued a twelve moneth, refining my felf in my native tongue, and 
(though altogether unknown to my Uncle and kindred,) fearching into the Do&rine and 
truth of the Gofpel profeffed in England ; for which caufe I made many journeys to 
London, and then privately I reforted to fome Churches, and efpecially to Paul’s Church 
to fee the Service perfotmee, and to hear the Word of God preached; butfo, that I 
migh not be feen, known, or difcovered by any Papift. When in Paul's Church I heard 
the Organs and the Mufick,and the Prayers and Collects; and faw the Ceremonies at the 
Altar, I remembred Rome again, and perceived little difference between the two Chur¬ 
ches. I fearched farther into the Common-prayer, and carryed with me a Bible into the 
Countrey on purpofe to compare the Prayers, Epiftles and Gofpels with a Malle Book,’ 
which there I had at command, and I found no difference but onely Englifb and Latirte , 
which made me wonder, and to acknowledge that much remained ftill of Rome in the 
Church of England,and that I feared my calling was not right.In thefe my fcruples com¬ 
ing often to London,* nd converfing with one Dade, Popham , and Crafts,Connel and Brawn , 
Englifb and Irijh Dominican Fryers, I found their wayes and converfations bafe, lewd, 
light and wanton, like the Spanifh and Indian Fryers, which made me again refled: upon 
the Popilh Church, upheld by fuch pillars. I came yet to the acquaintance of one 
*Price, Superiour to the Benedi dine Monks, whom! found robe ameer Statef-man, 
and a great Politician* and very familiar, private, and fecret with the Archbilhop of 
Canterbury,william Laud-, ih converfation with ray Brother,who belonged then unto one 
Signior Con, the Popes Agent, and was in fuch favour at the Court,that he was fent over 
the Queen with a rich prefent to aPopifhldol, named our Lady of Sichem, in the Law 
Countrey.i) I heard him fometimes fay* that he doubted not but to be fhortly Curate 
andParilhPrieftof Coven Garden, fometimes that he hoped to be made Bilhop in Eng¬ 
land, and that then I fhould want for nothing, and fhould live with him till he got me 
another Bilhoprick;by which difcourfe ofhis,and by his and other Priefts favour at Court 
and with the Archbilhop I perceived things went not well, Spanifh Popery was much 
rooted,Proteftant Religion much corrupted; and the time not feafonable for me to dif- 
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cover my fecret intents and purpofe of heart. At this time coming once from Surrey to 
London, I chanced to be difcovered and known to one of the State-Officers, a Purfevant 
who had a large Commiffion for the apprehending of Seminary Priefts and Jefuites na¬ 
med John Gray, who meeting me one day in Long Aker, followed and dogged me as far as 
Lincolns-Inne wall, where he clapped me on the (houlders, and told me, that he had a 

Commiffion againftme,to apprehend me, and carry me to the Councel Table, 0 r to one 

of his Majefties Secretaries. To whom I fpoke in Spanijh (thinking thereby to free my 
felf out of his hands for a Spaniard:) but this would not do, for he replyed he knew me 
to be an Englijh man born, and by the name of Gage, and Brother to Colonel Gage, and 
Ur.George Gage, and that before he left me,I muft fpeak in Englifh to him,- he carryed me to 
a Tavern, and there fearched my pockets for Letters and money, which indifcourfe he 
told me, was too little for him ( not being above twelve (hilling) and that I muft goe 
with him to anfwer before one of his Majefties Secretaries. I told him,I would willingly go 
before the Archbiffiop of Canterbury, or beforeSir Francis Windebankg at which he imiled 
faying, I knew well v/hom to make choyceof to favour and proteCt me, but he would 
carry me to none of them, but to Secretary Cooke. I fearing the bufineffe might go hard 
with me, and knowing him to be greedy of money, told him that I would give him any 
thing that might content him, and fo offered him twelve (hillings then about me, and 
my word to meet him in any place the next day, with a better and fuller purfe. He ac¬ 
cepted of my money for the prefent, and further offer for the day following, and appoin¬ 
ted the Angel Tavern in Long Aker y (knowing that I lodged thereabout) to be the place 
of our meeting, and fo difmified me. I being free from him, went immediately to my 
Brother, and told him what had happened unto me, what money I had already given to 
him, and what I had promiled the next day following. My Brother hearing me, began 
to chafe and vex, and to fall into furious words againft John Gray, calling him* Knave 
and Rogue, and that he could notanfwer what he had done, and that he would have his 
Commiffion taken from him, chiding me for that I had given him any money, and calling 
me young novice, and unexperienced in the affairs of England. This feemed ftrange to 
me, that my Brother (hould not onely not fear a Purfevant, but (hould threaten to take 
away the Commiffion from him, who was appointed to fearch for and finde out Priefts 
and Jefuites. Yet I told hint I would according to my word and promife meet him the 
next day, and fatisfie him for his fair carriage towards me,- to which my Brother would 
by no means yeeld, but faid he would meet him; which he accordingly performed, 
and although for my fake and promife he gave him fome money, yet he brought 
him before Signor Con, and there himfelfe and the Popes Agent with him, fjiake 
moft bitter words unto him, and threatned him very much if ever again he durll meddle 
with me. 

After this my Brother carryed me to one Sir william Howard a Papift Knight, living at 
Arundel gate over Clements Church, who was very familiar with Sir Frances Windebahh 
telling him what had hapned unto me,and defiring him to carry me with him in his Coach 
to Sir Francis, and to get his protection forme. Secretary windebanke undemanding 
who I was, told me, I (hould fear no Purfevant of them all, and that if I lived quietly 
in England, no body (hould trouble me, and that John Gray was a Knave, and wiffied me 
if ever he medled with me again, to come ubto him. Though for the prefent this was 
goodandcommodiousformetohave fuch;favour and protection, yet I perceived, this 
my Brothers power, and this conniving of Priefts and Jefuites could not be ufefull 
for me, if I (hould publilh my minde and purpofe to alter my Religion. I was 
therefore much troubled in; minde, and confcience, which I found was curbed with 
the great power of the Papifts. I refolved therefore to go again out of England, 
and to travell in fome other Countreys, amongft both Papifts and Proteftants, and to 
try what better fatisfaCtion I could finde for my confcience at Rome in that Religion 
or in France and Germany&mongik the Proteftants. I writ therefore to the Gene¬ 
rali of the Dominicans at Rome, (without whofe Licenfe I could not goe thither) 
that he would be pleafed to fend me his Letters Patents, to go to conferre fome 
points with him, which he willingly granted unto me. I wanted not money from 
my Uncle (who commended unto me fome bufineffe *6 be difpatched for him 
at Romei) for fo long a Journey, other friends alfo helped me; but my chief truft 
was upon my Brother Colonel Gage, then in. the Low Countreys, whom I knew 
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no, nor had feen him from a childe. I had no other Pate to take (hipping at Dover but 
a /h Pl T ^ Lon t n C b y means of onea Dominican Fryer) 
to Sir John Manwood his Lady, who was then Governour of Dover Caftle, and with 
the afordaid Letter filtered me not to be troubled, examined or fearched but gave or- 
der that I (hould freely and quietly pate over in the Packer-boat to Dunkerbe wherewith 
in four hours with a good wind I arrived, and from thence by Newport £id Bridies went 
to Gant ; not for from whence my Brother with his Regiment Jay in field againftfhe Hop 
Undon. He was glad to fee me, and knowing what Journey I was minded to take fur- 
mlhed me with more money, and for my Uncles bufinete, recommended me t’o the 
Marques de Seralvo (^t Bruffels) and to other great men, dSgthemto^glveme 
their Letters to their friends at Rome ; from them I got a Letter rn n, r l ' 

the Popes Nephew, and one of the chief Cardinals then in Rome ; likSTto Car- 
dinal C«c#rf, and Cardinal Albornos , bo thS pam ards. With thefe Letters I thought I 
ihouhl have qccafion of feme convention with thefe pillars of the Church of Rome and 
in difeourfe might pry into the hearts and wayes of them, and fee whether in them were 
more policy then Religion By reafon of the Wars between France and the Lm Coun¬ 
tries, I durft not make my Journey the neereft and (horteft way through France • but 
though there were Wars alfo in Germany, I thought that would be my fafeft way, and I 
defired much to look into the Proteifont and Lutheran Church in that Countrev Where¬ 
upon I refolved from Bruffels to goto Namurs, and from thence by water to Leidre 
and from thence to Collen in Germany. From Leidge to Calien, though we were twelve’ 
in Company we weremuch troubled with Souldiers, yet God ftiil delivered me and 
brought me fafe to Collen ; from whence by the River Rhine I went in boat to Frankfort 
in September , at the time of that great Fair, wherel knew I (hould meet company of 
Merchants to any part of Italy. In al my Travels I never made a more pleafant Journey 
thenthat which I made by the River Rhine, wherelhad occafion to fee many fair and 
goodly Cities. In Prankgfm there I began to take notice of the Lutheran Church, and 
for the fpacc of a fortnight that I flayed there, had many thoughts of difeovering my 
felf there, and declaiming Popery, thinking that there I might be fure and fafe and lie 
hid and unknown to my Brothers and kindred, who in England would not fuffer me to 
live a Proteftant Yet again I confidered how hard it would be for me a ftranger to 
fubfift there,and to get any livelyhood,for the which I muft firft get the Native tongue 
and though many points that were oppofite to the Church of Rome pleafed me vet in 
fomc points of that Religion my confcience was not fatisfied. At the end of the Fair I 
fought out for company, and found neer a dozen Wagons which were upon fetting out 
towards Aufpurg, with goods of Merchants, who had alfo hired a Convov of thirty 
Souldiers to go along with them/ which I thought would be fafe company forme* 
with them, and many other patengers and travellers that went in the Wagons and on 
foot, by them, I went as far as the famous and gallant City of Aufpuro- ; from’whence 
forward there was no great danger, neither in what part belonged to tlfeDuke of Bava¬ 
ria, nor in the County of Tirol: from whence we pafledfome four together to Trent - 
where I was taken with the firft Ague that ever in my life I remembred I had which coni 
tinued 7 moneths upon me. I thought from thence to have continued my journey by land 
to Venice, but my Ague fuffered me to go buc to Verona ; from whence I turned to Allan 
and fo to Genoua, leaving my good company; that from Genoua I might go by Sea to 
Ligorne, and fo likewife to Rome. After a fortnights flay in Genoua, I went with the 
Galleys of the great Duke of Florence to Ligorne , where I found no Boats ready to Rome 
and fo in the mean time, whileft they were preparing, I went to Pi fa and Florence to fee 
thofe brave Cities, and returned again to Ligorne, where I found many boats ready to 
fet out to Rome. 1 

The firft night and day we had a fair wind to Piombino; but there it turned 
and continued contrary for almoft three weeks. At laft it pleafed God to fend us a 
fair wind, wherewith we went out many Boats and Falluco's in company together 
thinking all had been friends; but when we came neer to the Caftle of Montalto 
moft of the Boats having got before us, two that went in company with the Boat 
wherein I was, fuddenly fet upon us, and (hewed themfelves to be French Pirates who 
robbed us all, and took from me all the money I had, which was not then above five 
poundjeaving me fome Bils of Exchange which I had to take upMmoney at Rome: after we 
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were robbed we called in at CivitaVecloa, for relief, where I met with a good Envlilb 
Merchant, who freely beftowed upon me provifion both of wine and meat, as much as 
would well fuffice me and a friend to Rome, whither we got in a day and night. When I 
came to Rome, I delivered my Letters to the Cardinals • of whom the two Spaniards I 
found proud and ftately • but Don Lrancifco Barbarini, (who was intituled the Protector 
of England) I found more tradable, kind, and loving. I perceived by his difcourfe that he 
knew much of England , and defired to know more ; and propounded unto me many 
queftions concerning the Hate of .this Kingdome, and efpecially concerning the Arch*, 
bifhop of Canterbury , whom he feemedto affed, and yet fometime again would fay 
he feared he would caufefome great difturbancein our Kingdome, and that certainly 
for his fake and by his means the King had diffolved lately the Parliament (which was 
that which before this now fitting was fo fuddenly diffolved by his Ma jelly) which he 
feared Sect land and moll of the people of England , would take very ill. He asked me > 
further what conceit the people had of the faid Archbilhop, and whether they did noti 
miftruft that he complyed with the Court of Rome. And laftly, he told me that lies 
thought the creating of an Englijh Cardinall at Rome, might be of great conlequence 
for the converfion of the whole Kingdome. I laid up in my heart all this difcourfe, and; 
well perceived fome great matters were in agitation at Rome,and fome fecret complyance, 
from England with that Court, which I purpofed to difeover more at large among fome 
friends there. 

After this difcourfe with the Cardinall, I was invited to the Snglijh Colledne to din-.' 
tier by one Father FitMert, who was then Redor, a great Statef-man and Politicians 
With whom I had alfo great difcourfe .concerning my Brother Colonel Gage, concerning- 
my travels in America, and laftly concerning England, whereof I perceived little difcourfe 
could be had in Rome, except the Archbilhop William Laud had his part and lhare in ithi 
The Jefuite began highly to praife the Arch-prelate for his moderate carriage towards 
Papilts and Priefts, boafting of the free accefle which one Simons,alias Flood a Jefuite had 
unto him at all hours, and in all occafions; and to extoll him the more,he brought in the 
Archbilhop Abbot , whom he cryed down as much for a cruell enemy and perfecutor of 
the Church of Rome, and of all Papifts and Priefts. But the now Archbilhop faid he is 
not onely favourable unto us there, but he^e defipeth to make daily demonftrations ofi 
his great affedion to this our Court and Churc-h; which he (hewed not long lince in fen- 
ding a Common-prayer Book, (which he had compofed for the Church of Scotland) 
to be firtt viewed and approved of by our Pope and Cardinals. Who perufing it Irked 
it very well, for Proteftants to be trained in a form of Pray errand Service- yet confide-' 
ring the State of Scotland, and the temper and tenents of that people ’the Cardinals 
(firft giving him thanks for his refped and dutiful complyance with them) fent him word 
that they thought that form of Prayer was not fitting for Scotland^ would breed fome 
ltir and unquietnefle there, for that they underftood the Scots were averfed from all fee 
forms and would not be tyed and limited to the invention of mans fpirit, having (as they 
thoughtjthe true and unerring Spirit of God in them, which could better teach and 
dired them to pray. All this (faid Father Fitzherbert) I waswitnefieof, who was then 
fent for by the Cardinals (as in all like occafions and affairs concerning England to give 
them my opinion concerning the faid CommonprayerBook,and the temper ofthe&WiS 
But the good Archbilhop (quoth he) hearing the cenfure of the Cardinals concerning his 
intention and Form of Prayer, to ingratiate himfelf the more into their favour correded 
fome things in it, and made it more harfh and unreafonable for that Nation which we ; 
already hear they have ftomached at,and will not fuffer it in many parts to be read • and 
wejuftly fear, that this his Common-prayer Book, and his great complyance with this 
, Court, will at laft bring ftrife and divifion between the two Kingdomes of Scotland and 
England. 

And this moft true Relation of william Laud late Archbilhop of Canterbury, (though 
I have often fpoken of it in private difcourfe, and publickly preached it at the Ledure of 
wingham in Kent) I could not in my confidence omit it here ; both to vindicate the juft 
cenfure of death, which the now fitting Parliament have formerly given againft him, 
for luch like pradifes and compliance with Rome-, and fecondly,to reprove the ungroun¬ 
ded opinion and error of fome ignorant and malignant fpirits, who to my knowledge 
have fince his death highly exalted him, and cryed him up for a Martyr. At the fame 
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Iimewhileft I was at Rome, I underitood of another great bufineff, i.w’T* 

then m agnation .along* the Cardinals, and moth prol'emed by tins - VtAl f T H 
one Father Come, .a Jefuite, Son to one Sir T4 LeeJe, which was, to creat lfi 
the £^/,« Nation Cardinal, that fotheconverfionof wl,atbythe“ffi S ‘« 

of mt.em £„ K J what by the power of a higher perfon, and what by the authoriS 

the faid Cardinal, might be more fully and earneftly plotted and endevonred This bufi 

neffe was much agitatedf n England by Signior Con, atwhofehoufe in L„, Akn 
many meetings of the chief Gentry ofthe Panifts. In Rome Sir VVllulvu , . 

Agent for the Queen, vied much lor the faid Cardinals Cap,' and go a great nuSer 0 f 
friends to further this h,s ambitious defigne. But hewas tooyoung,and fome fcardal of. 
Gentlewoman who ftnek too clofe to him, made the red Cap unfit for his he d td it 
condly, becaufe a greater then he, to wit, Sir KeveUum Digb, was appointed bv ’the Ob 
to be her Agent there; wJio fent before him Ihs Chaplain/a great Polidcianand^; 

1 rieft, named Titton, to take up his lodging and make way, and friends for his ambitious 
preferment j who in his daily difeonrfe cryed up his uADigbj for Cardinal 2 S 
me absolutely that he doubted not but he would carry it. But4ough he had S 3C * 
vour from the Queen amd was her Agent, yet he had ftrong Antagomfts in Fif&A 
Courtney, and there* of the crue of the Jefuites, who looked upon that hoatd red 
Cap as better becoming one of their.p«>feffion,and fitter for a head-which had fomifo 
worne a four cornered black Cap to wit,Sir Toby Mathy. But in cafe the faid CapS 
iall from Sir his head then they would help and further a third, whofe birth and 

And thus itjwas a general and credible report in Rome, that either a D^by a Mady or 
a Mount ague flrould thatyeer be made-Cardinal. Whereby I per'edveff that F 1)Ta 
was coming neer to Rome, and that my defigne of profefling and following the tSm 
England, was Wafted and that in vain I had come from America for fatisfaftion of mv 
confcience in England. I was more troubled now then ever, and defired to try all waves 
>f I could be better fatisfieaeoncerning the Popifo Religion in Rome, Mes , or vice 
(whither I went) then I had been in America,^ among the Spaniards. But I found fuch 
exorbitances and fcandalsin the lives of fome Cardinals of Rome, while* I was there 
especially in Don Antonio Barbarini, and Cardinal Bur£efi, who at midnight was taken by 
the Corchetes or Officers of Juft.ce in uncivrl wayes, and came off from them with monev 
that I perceived their Religion was but as I hadfound it in America, a wide and open dorc 
to loofeneffe and pol.cy,and the like in Naples and Venice, which made me even hate what 
before I had profeftfed for Religion, and reiolve, if I could not live in England and there 
in joy my confcience, that I would live in France for a while, until I had well learned that 
rongue, andthenaffociatemyfelf unto the be* reformed Proteftant Church • Where- 
tipon I obtained from the Generali of the Dominicans this enfuing Order to live m the 
Cloyfter of Orleans, intending from thence at my beft opportunity to go to Paris Lyons 
or fome other place, and {hake off my Magpie habit, and to live and die in France in the 
true Proteftant and reformed Religion as profeffed there. 


In Dei flie fbi Diletto Reverendo Tetri Train Thom* Gageo Province 
Anglican* Ordtnis Pradicatorum Fratcr Nicolaus Rodulfius t otitis eiufdem 
Ordinis CMagitter Gencyalis as fry us in Domino falutem. 

Convent ui hofro Aurelianenfi Provincial nofne Franci* deprobo & optimo Patre 
Racer dote providere cupientes , 7 enore pnefentium, & nofri autbomate officii fu~ 
pra nominatum Reverendum ?atrem Fratrem Thomara Gagcum revocamus te a 
cjuovis alio Conventu , & Affignamus in ditto Conventu noftro Aurelianenfi AT 
fgnatumque declaramus , in Nomine Patris, & Fillip & Spiritus Santti Amen. 
Mandantes Rdo. admodam Patri Magi fro Priori illius, ut tebenigne recipiat fr 
cum cmni charitatetrattet. In quorum fdem his officii nofri fgillo munitiffro - 

pria want* fabfcripfiwss. Datum Suriani die nono Aprilis, 1640. t 

Frater Nicolaus Magiftcr Frater Ignatius Ciantes Magifter - 

0rdlnis * w Provincial)’* Anglia;, & Socius. * 

T 3 The 
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The Form whereof (as alfo the manner of fending Fryers from one Cioifter to live in 
another, commonly called by them an Affignation) is in Englifh as followeth. 

To our Beloved in the Son of God , the Reverend Father Fryer Thomas Gage, 
of the Englifh Province, of the Order of Preachers, Fryer Nicholas Rodul- 
fius of the fame whole Order Majler Generali , and Servant in the Lord , 
health and greeting. 

W E being willing and defirous to provide for our Convent of Orleans , of 
our Province of France , of an ho eft and very good Father and Pricft ; 
byTenourof thefeprefent, and by the authority of our Office do recall you 
the above named Reverend Fryer Thomas Gage , from any ocher Convent, and 
do Affigne you in our laid Convent of Orleans, and declare you to be affigned, 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoft, Amen. 
Commanding the very Reverend Father Matter Prior thereof, that he receive 
you courtcoufly,and entertain you with all love and charity.In witnefle whereof 
with our owne hand we have fubferibed thefe, being fealed with the feal of our 
Office. Dated at Sortanothz ninech day of Afrill, 1640. 

Fryer N icholas Majler 

of the Order. F W r Ignatius Ciantes Majler 

Provinciall of England and 
Companion. 

Yet after I had got this Order, I bethought my felf further that I would try one. 
way which was to fee if I could finde out a Miracle, which might give me better fatis- 
faftion of theRomiJh Religion then had the former experience of my life, and the lives 
of the Priefts, Cardinals, and all fuch with whom I had lived in Spain and America. I 
had heard much of a Pifture of our Lady of Loretto, and read in a Book of Miracles or 
Lies concerning the'fame, that whofoever prayed before that picture in the ftate of 
mortall fin, the pi Aure would difeover the fin in the foul by bluffiing, and by fwea* 
ting. Now I framed this Argument to my felf, that it was a great fin, the fin of unbe¬ 
lief or to waver and flagger in points of Faith ; but in me ( according to the Tenents 
of Rome) was this fin, for I could not believe the point of Tranfubftantiation, and many 
other ; therefore (if the Miracles which were printed of the forefaid Lady of Loretto 
were true, and not lies, certainly {he would blufh and fweat, when fuch an unbeleever 
as I prayed before her. To make this tryall, Lwent purpofely to Loretto , and kneeling 
down before God, not with any faith I had in the pidure; I prayed earneftly to the 
true Searcher of allhearts,thatinhis Son Jefus Chrift he would mercifully look upon 
me a wretched finner, and infpire and enlighten me with his Spirit of truth,for the good 
and falvation of my foul. In my prayer I had a fixed and fetled eye upon the Ladies 
pidure, but could not perceive that {he did either fweat or bluffi, wherewith I 
arofe up from my knees much comforted and encouraged in my refolution to renounce 
and abandon Popery, and/faying within myfelfe as I went out of the Church, Surely 
if my Lady neither fweat nor bluffi, all is well with me, and I am in a good way for 
falvation, and the miracles written of her are but lies. With this I refolved to fol¬ 
low the truth in fome Proteftant Church in France, and to relinquiffi error and fuper- 
ftition. Upon which good purpofeof mine, I prefently perceived the God of truth 
did fmile, with what I heard he was ordering in England by an Army of Scotland , 
raifed for Reformation, and by a new Parliament called to Wejlminjter, at which Ifaw 
the Papifts and Jefuites there began to tremble, and to fay, that it would blaft all their 
defignes, and all their hopes of fetling Popery; William Laud his policy was now con¬ 
demned and curfed. Con was dead at Rome , the Cardinals Cap for one of the three fore* 
tamed was no more fpoken of, Fitton was daunted, Fitzherfart and Courtney quite dif- 

heartened. 
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heartened. Sir KenelhamDi£by his Agency and coming to Rome put off and fufpended, 
and with all this good news I was much heartned and encouraged to leave off my jour¬ 
ney to France, and to return into England, where I feared not my Brother, nor any kin- 
dred,nor the power of the Papifts,but began to truft in the protection of the Parliament, 
which I was informed would reform Religion, and make fuch Laws as {hould tend to the 
undermining all the Jefuites plots, and to the confufion and fubverfion of the Romijh 
errors and Religion. I was too weak of body to make my journey by Land (by reafon of 
my long Ague which had but newly left me) and fo refolved to go to Ligorne to find out 
Chipping there ; where I found four or five (liips of Englijb and Hollanders ready to fee 
out, but were bound to touch at Lisboe in their way. I bargained with one Captain Scot 
for my paflage, firft to Lisboe , intending there to make a fecond bargain. We had no 
fooner failed on as far as to the Coaft of France, joyning to the Dutchy of SavojJoxxt 
prefently from Canes came out part of a Fleet lying there, under the command of’the 
Bilhop of Bnrdeaux to difeover us,and take us for a lawfull prize, might fay much here of 
the valour of the^ood old Captain *SVc*,who feeing all the other Chips had yeelded to the 
French men of War, would upon no tearms yeeld to be their prize, ( which they chal¬ 
lenged becaufe we were bound for Lisboe , then their enemies Countrey) but would fight, 
with them all, & at laft rather blow up his fhip,then to deliver the goods which had beet* 
intrufted to him by the Merchants of Ligorne. We were in a pofture to fight, our guns' 
ready, and Mariners willing to die that day, which was heavy news to me. After much 
treaty between the French and our valorous Captain, who ftill held out, and would not 
yeeld, there came up to us two Chips to give us the laft warning, that if we yeelded not,- 
they w;ould immediately fet our Chip on fire. With this all the pafiengers and many more 
in the Chip defired the Captain to yeeld upon fome fair Articles fo r the fecuring of what 
goods he had for England, and Chould appear were not any way for the ftrengthening of 
any enemies to the State and Kingdome of France. With much adoe our Captain was 
perfwaded, and we were carryed with the reft into Canes for a lawful prize. I feeing that 
the Chips were like tq be ftayed there long, obtained the BiChop of Bnrdeaux his Paffe to 
go to Marjells, and from thence by land through France. Which being granted,I went 
by water to Tolou, and from thence to Marfells, and fo in company of Carriers to 
Lions, and from thence to Paris, Roan, and Deep, where in the firft Packet-boat to Rye 
I parted over to England, where I landed upon Michaelmas day the fame yeer that this 
prefent Parliament began to fit the November following. My Brothers Spirit I found 
was not much daunted with the new Parliament, nor fome of the proudeft Papifts, w^o 
hoped for a fudden diffolving of it. Butwhenlfaw their hopes fruftrated by his Maje- 
fties confent to the continuing of it, I thought the acceptable time was come for me, 
wherein I ought not to diCTemble any further with God, the world, and m'y friends, 
and fo refolved to bid adieu to fleCh and blood; and to prize Chrift above allmykin- 
dred,to own and profeffe him publickly, maugre all opposition of hell and kindred to the 
contrary. I made my felf firft known to Dr. Brmrick. ., BiChop of Exeter, to Mr. Shnte 
of Lnmbard-fireet, from whom I had very comfortable and ftrong incouragements. The 
BiChop of Exeter carryed me to the BiChop of London then at Fallow, from whom I 
received order to preach my Recantation Sermon at Fanis t which done, I thought I 
muft yet do more to fatisfie the world of my fincerity, knowing that Converts are 
hardly believed by the common fort of people, unleffe they fee in them fuch actions 
which may further difclaim Rome for ever for the future. Whereupon I refolved to enter 
into the ftate of Marriage (to which God hath already given his blefting) which the 
Church of Rome difavows to all her Priefts. What I have been able to difeover for the 
good of this State I have done, andnotfpared (when called upon) to give in true evi¬ 
dence upon my Oath againft Jefuites, Priefts and Fryers; for the which (after a fair invi¬ 
tation from my Brother Colonel Gage, to come over again to Flanders, offering me a 
thoufand pound ready money ) I have been once aCTaulted in Aldcrfgate-flreet-, and ano¬ 
ther time like to be killed in Shooe-lane by a Captain of my Brothers Regiment, named 
Vincent Burton, who (as I was after informed) came from Flanders on purpofe to make me 
away, or convey me over, and with fuch a malicious defigne followed me to my 
lodging, lifting up the latch and opening the dore, (as he had feen me done) and 
attempting to go up the ftairs to my chamber, without any inquiry for me, or knoc¬ 
king at the dore j from whom God gracioufiy delivered me by the weak means of a 

woman 
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woman my I-and-lady, who flopped him from going any further ; and being demanded 
his'name, and anfwering by the name of Steward, and my Land-lady telling him from 
me that I knew him not, he went away chafing and faying, that I ftiould know him be¬ 
fore he had done with me. But he that kfioweth God well, (tail know no enemy to his 
hurt; neither have I ever fince feen or known this man. I might here alfo write downe 
the contents of a threat ning Letter from my own Brother, when he was Colonel for the 
King of England, and Governor of Oxford, which I forbear with feme tender confe¬ 
deration of flefh and blood. At the beginning of the Wars,IconfefleIwasataftandas 
Neophyte and new plant of the Church of England, concerning the lawfulneffe of the 
War j and fo continued above a yeer in London , fpending my own means, till at laft I was 
fully fatisfied, and much troubled to fee that the Papiftsandmoftofmy kindred were en¬ 
tertained at Oxford, and in other place g of the Kings Dominions; whereupon Irefolved 
upon a choice for the Parliament caufe, which now in their loweft eftate & condition,! am 
not afhamed to acknowledge. From their hands and by their order I received a Benefice 
in the which I have continued almoft four yeers, preaching conftantly for a through and 
godly Reformation intended by them, which I am ready to witnefle with the beft drops 
of blood in my veins, though true it is, I ha ve been envyed, jealoufied, and fufne&ed 
by many, to whom I defire this my Hiftorymay be a better witnefle of my fincerity and 
that by it I may perform what our Saviour Chrift fpake to Peter, faying. And thou being. 
converted,flrengthcn thy Brethren. I (hall think my time and pen happily employed if by 
what here I have written, I may ftrengthen the perufersof this fmall Volume again# 
Popifh fuperftition, whether in England, other parts of Europe, Afta, or America, for 
the which I fhall offer up my daily prayers unto him who fas I may wel fay) miraculoufly 
brought me from America to England, and hath madeufeof me as a fof e ph to difeover 
the treafures of tAgypt, or as the S pies to fearch into the Land of Canaan , even the, God 
ofallN itions, to whom be aferibe d by me and all true and , faithfull Beleeyers, Glory 
Power, Majcfty and Mercy for ever more. Amen. 
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Some brief and fhort Rules for the better learning of 
the lniian tongue, called Peconcbi otPocoman , commonly 
iifed about Guatemala, and fome other parts of Honduras . 


A Lt ^oi]gh it be true that by the daily conversion which in mod places the 
J_\Indians have with the Spaniards, they for the moft part underftand the 
Spamjh tongue in common and ordinary words, fo that a Spaniard may travel 
amongftthem, and be underftood in what he calleth for by fome or other of 
the Offtccrs, who are appointed to attend upon allfuch as travel and pafe 
through their Towns: Yet becaufe the perfed knowledge of the Spanijh tongue 
is not lo common to all Indians , both men and women, nor fo generally fpoken 
by them as their own,therefore the Priefts and Fryers have taken pains to learn 
the Native tongues of feveral places and Countreys, and have ftudyed to brino- 
* them to a form and method of Rules, that fo the ufe of them may be continued 
to luch as mail fucceed after them. Neither is there any one language generall 
to all places, but fo many feveral and different one from another, that from 
Cbiapa and Zoques, to Guatemala^ and San Salvador, and all about Honduras 
there arc at lead eighteen feveral Languages 5 and in this diflrid fome Flyers’ 
who have perfcdly learned fix or feven of them. Neither in any place are 
the Ind.ans taught or preached unto but in their Native and Mother-tongue 
which becaufe the Pneftonely can fpeak, therefore are they fo much loved 
and retpeded by the Natives. And although for the time I lived there,I lear¬ 
ned and could fpeak in two feveral tongues, the one called Chacciquel , the other 
Pol onehl or Pocoman, which have fome connexion one with another 5 yet the Po - 
confht being the eafieft, and moft elegant, and that wherein I did conftantly 
preach and reach, I thought fit to fet down fome Rules of it, ( with the Lords 
Prayer, and brief declaration of every word in it) to witneffe and teftifie to 
puftcrity the truth of my being in thofc parts,arid the manner how thofe barba¬ 
rous tongues have, are, and may be learned. 

There is not in the Poconchi tongue, nor in any other the diverlity of dcclen- 
fior.s, which is in the Latine tongue j yecthcreisa double wayof declining all 
Nou ns, and conjugating all Verbs, and that is with divers particles, according 
to the words beginning with a vowel or a confonant 5 neither is there any diffe¬ 
rence of cafes, but onely fuch as the faid Particles or fome Prepofmons may 
diftinguiftr. 

The Particles for the words or Nowns beginning with a Confonant, are as 
followeth: 

S:n o.Nu,A,Ru. Plural. Ca, Ata, guitacque. As for example, Pat figni- 
fieth a Houle, and Tat fignifieth Father, which are thus declined: 

Sing.*iV»^./r my houle, Apat thy houfe, Ruput his houfe. Plural. Capat our 
houfc, Apatta your houfe, jguipat tacque their houfe. 

Sing,- 
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Sing. Nut at my Father, At at thy Father, Rutat his Father. Plural. Catat our 
Father, Atatta your Father, guitattacque their Father. Thus arc declined 
Nownes beginning with a Confonant. As, gueh, ahorfe, Nuqueh , Aqueh, 
Ruqueh , &c. Hub , book or paper, Nuhuh, Ahuh , Ruhuh. eJMeloh^ Egge, Nu- 
moloh, Amoloh, Rumoloh. Helont, Head, Nuholom , Aholom , Ruholom. ’ chi 
Mouth, Nuchi, Ac hi , Ruchi. Cam, Hand, Nucam , Rncham. Chac , Flcfli* 

Nuchac, Achac , Ruchac. Car , Fifti, iNfowr, .Rwar. C 4 rar, Ac art a ^ gut car- 

Chacqutl , body or fleih of man, N achac quit , Achacquil , Ruehacquit , 
Cachacquily Achac quilt 4 , guichacquil tacque. 

Some words there are which are pronounced like /r, which are written not 
with fr, but with this letter * 3 , peculiar in that tongue 5 as fr; dog, bird* 
-ZVar.fi my Dog, -4m thy Dog, -Karri his Dog • C 4 rri our Dog, yfwra your 
Dog, jijairji raegae their Dog. Nutsiquin , my Bird, Atstquin thy Bird, iJ«m- 
his Bird • Catsiquin our Bird, Atsiquinta your Bird, guitsi quintacque their 
Bird. 

There are no fevcrall terminations for cafes, as inLatine; but the cafes arc 
diftinguiihcd with fome particles or prepofitions, as for example. The houfe 
of Peter^ Rufat Pedro, putting the poffeflbrs name, and the particle which 
is a pofleflivc. So for the dative, and the particle Re 5 as for example, give to 
Peter his Dog, Chaye re Pedro Rutsi. For the accufative, when it is motion to a 
place, or elfe not, adde Chi ; as for example, I go to the houfe of Peter , guino 
chirupat Pedro. The Vocative admitteth of this particle, ah, or ha, of wilhing, 
or calling, as, O my Son, or ho my Son, Ah vacua , or ha vacun. The Ablative 
keeping ftill the fame termination with the Nominative, is expreffed with fome 
prepofition or other, as in my mouth, fan nuchi ; with my hand, chi nucam. In 
fignifying I, is undeclinable, as alfo At, fignifying you, or thou. The pofleflivc 
Mine is alfo undeclinable, as vi chin , mine,or for me, fo thine, or for thcc,Ave. 
Where note that in this Tongue there is no w, but v, or a, are pronounced as tv, 
as though we pronounce tvacun my Son, vcichtn mine Or for me, avn thine or for 
thee 5 we write vacun , vichin,ave. 

The particles or letters which ferve for Nowns beginning with a Vowel, are 
as followeth. Singul. V. Av. R. Plural. C. or Qu., Av. ta. c. or qu. tacque , as 
for example, Acun figftifieth Son, Ixim Corn, ochoch likewife houfe, which 
arc thus declined. 

Sing. Vacun my fen, Avacun thy fon, Racun his fon; Plural. Cacun our fon, 
Avacunta your fon, Cacuntaque their fon. 

Sing. Vixim my corn, Avixim thy corn, Rixim his corn; Plural, gu'txim 
our corn ,Aviximta your corn, guixim tacque their corn. 

Sing. Vecboch my houfe, Avococh thy houfe, Rochoch his houfe; Plural. Co- 
choch our houfe, Avochochta your houlc, Coehochtaque their houfe. 

So likewife are varied or declined Ahix } fignifying a plantation, or pecce of 
ground fown. Acal earth or ground. r/<r#,alfo,earth or ground. Acach hen. Save 
onely that the words beginning with /, admit qu, in the firft and third perfon 
plurall-,the reft admit for the fame perfons plurall, C onely. 

And as thus I have obferved for the varying or declining of Nowns,fo alfo do 
all the Verbs admit of feveral particles for their conjugating, according as they 
brgin either with a vowel or a confonant. 

Thofethat begin with a confonant have fomewhat like the Nowns thefe arti¬ 
cles following. 

Sing. Ntt t N*jmu. Plural. Inca, Nat a , Inquitacque , As for example, loceh 

to love. 
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Sing. Nulocoh I love, Nalocoh thou loveft, Inruloceh he loveth ; Plural Inc a- 
locoh we love, Nalocohta yc love, mqmlocohtacque they love. 

Nama of Nurapa, I whip or be at 5 Nay oca or Narapa, thou whippeft or beateft- 
Jnruroca oxlnrurapa, he whippeth or beateth. Plural. Incarocaor IncArapa W c 
whip or beat ; Narocata or NarapAtA, ye whip or beat; Inquirocatacque or Inqui- 
rapatacque , they whip or beat. 1 

Nutstba 1 wnte, Natfiba thou write ft, Inrutsiha he writeth. Plural. Incatsiba ,wc 
write, Natstbata ye write, Inquitsibatacque, they write. 

There is no prcterimperfcCl tenfe, nor preterpluperfcfttenfe; but the pretcr- 
pcrfeft tenfe ftandeth for them 5 neither is there any future, but the prefent tenfe 
exprefl’eth it, and is underftood for it, according to the fenfe of the difeourfe, as 
Nulocho Pear0,1 love or wil love Peter.Tinulocoh,! love thee,or I willovc thee. 
Yet fometimes for fuller expreffion of the future tenfe, is added this Verb, invs 
I wil, Nava thou wilt, InrA he wil •, as Inva nulocoh Pedro , I wil love Peter. 

The particles for the Preterperfed tenfe are as follow : 

Sing. Ixnu, xa, txru ■ Plural. Ixca, xa, ta, ixqui tacque. Where note that in 
all thefe particles, and in all this language, the letter at is pronounced like jh , as 
ixnu like tfhntt, xa like Jba, ixru like tjhru, ixcA like tjhca, and fo forth. 

Preterperf. Sing. Ixnulocoh I have loved, xalocoh thou haft loved, ixrulocoh 
he hath loved Plural. Ixcalocoh we have loved, xalocohta ye have lo ved,ixqui- 
locohtAcque they have loved. And fo of all the Verbs above. 

The particles tor the Imperative mood are thefe following: 

For the lingular number, and hreond perfon Cha, for the third perfon Angu¬ 
lar Chir»- r for the firft perfon plural Chtca, for the fecond Chat a, for the third 
Chiquitacque ; as for example : Cbalocoh love thou, Chirulocoh let him love? 
Plural. Cbicalocoh let us love, ChahcohtA love ye, Chiqmlocehtacque, let them 
love. And fo of the feft of the Ve^bs above. 

The Optative Mood is the fame with the Indicative, adding to it this particle 
Ta, which fignifieth as much as rtinant, or Would to God, as Nulocoh ta Dios , 
would Gpd thou love God; Ixmlocoh ta Dios, would God I had loved God. 

The Conjunctive Moodalfo is the fame with the Indicative, adding to it this 
particle and piepofitionvif/and/ 4 , If. As for example, vei nalocoh taDios, if 
thou love God, vet ixnulocoh ta Dios, if I had loved God. 

There is no Infinitive Mood, but the Indicative ferveth for it. As Qutnchol 
nutsiba I can write. 9*inqmmi fignifiefhto die, Nuraeh I defire, NurAcb quin- 
quttni, I defire to die. 

Note further, that in all Verbs Actives, when Mee and Thee are expreffed 
asthc Accufative cafe following the Verb, they are coupled to the perfon that 
doth or goeth before the verb, by thefe two particles for the prefent tenfe ,Quin 
mee, Ti thee. And for the preterperfeft tenfe, xin mee, ixti thee ; as for exam¬ 
ple. 

gujnalocoh thou loveft me, xinalocoh thou haft loved me, quinraalocoh thou 
wilt love me, quinalocohta love trie, or I pray God thou love me,vet qttimlocoh, 
if thou love me, vei.xinalocoh if thou haft or hadft loved me, quinarach nalo - 
ro^thoudefirefttolovcme. So-forthe fccond perfon being the Accufative, 
Tinttlocoh I lo,ve thee, ixtinulocoh I have loved thee, tiranulocoh I will love 
thee, tintibcobta prSy God I love thee, vei tinttlocoh if I love thee, vei ixti- 
nulocoh , if I have or had loved thee, tinuraeh nulocoh I defire to love 
thee. 

Note further, that thefe two Verbs, gttinchol, which fignifieth, I can, or am 
able, and Ir.va which fignifieth, I will, when they arc put with other Verbs of 

what 
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whatfoever perfon, they are elegantly but imperfonally in the third perfon Sin - 
gular. As for example: 

Inchol nulocoh I can love, hra nulocoh I will love, ixra ixnulocoh I have been 
willing to love, ixcholixnulocoh I have been able to love, tichol nulocoh l ean 
love tnee, tira nulocoh i will love thee. 

The Letters or Particles for Verbs beginning with a Vowel, are thefe that 
follow. 

Sing. Inv. Nav. I nr. Plural. Inqu. or Inc. Nan ta. Inqu tacque > or Inc tuque. 
As for example, E$a figmfieth to deliver, which is thus formed: 

Sing. Invecpa I deliver, Navetpa thou delivereft, Inreqa he delivereth. Plural. 
Inque^a we deliver, Nave$ata ye deliver, Ivquccpa tacque they deliver. 

A is a Ample,fignifying to wifh or defire,or will a thing,which is never found 
without thefe particles. 

Sing. Inva I will, Nava thou wilt, I nr a he will. Plural, Inca we will, Navata 
ye will, Inca tacque they will. Ivereh to hear. Invivireb 1 hear, navtvireb thou 
heareft, inrivtreh he heareth. Plural. Inqmvireh we hear, navivirehta ye hear, 
tnqmvirecb tacque they hear. 

Thus have I briefly fet down the way of declining all forts ofNowns, and 
conjugating all forts of Verbs of this tongue. It remaineth now that I fpeak-of 
Verbs Paffives, their forming and their conjugating with like particles. The 
Veibs Paffives being of divers terminations, are diverfly farmed. Commonly 
thofe that end with an Ay cut off the A in the Paffive, and to the laft confonant 
add hi. As for example : Nuroca I whip or beat, the paffive is guinrochi. So 
Nurapa I whip or beat, in the paffive is gutnraphi. Except Nutsiba I write, 
which changcth^ into»j. gntntsimhi I am written.Thofe that end in oh^cb.% nge 
ehimoonhi-, as Nulocoh I love, guinloconbi lam loved. So thofe that end in 
ch 5 do change ch into hi, as Invivireb I hear, guintvirhi I am heard , Nucata 
I teach, guincuthi I am taught, by the firft rule. But thofe that end inc* 
l where note this letter £ or <?,with a tittle under it, is pronounced like/,) change 
the a into ihi. As tor example, Inveqa I deliver, guinotpihi I am delivered. 
tfucamqa I kill ^gmcamcihi I am killed : Thofe that end in ach y add hi in the 
Paffive, as Nuqach I forgive, in the paffive maketh Jj>»in$accbi I am forgiven. 
The particles that vary or conjugate the Verbs Paffives, are thefe follow¬ 
ing : 

Sing. ti,in. Plural. Cob, or Co, ma,quitacque. As for example : 
gmloconchi I am loved, ttloconhi thou art loved, inloconhi he is loved. Plural.’ 
Coloconhi we are loved, uloconhita ye are loved, quiloconhi tacque they arc 
loved. 

chiinrocbi I ambeaten or whipped, tirechi thou art beaten or whipped, in- 
rocht he is beaten or whipped. Plural. Corochi we are tbeaten or whipped, ti- 
rocbita ye are beaten or whipped, quirochi tacque they are beaten or whip¬ 
ped. 

The particles for the pretcrpcrfe&tenfc are thefe following: 

Sing . Xin, ixti, ix. Plural. Xoh or a to, ixti ta, xt tacque. As for example.* 
Sing. Xinloconhi I have been loved, ixtiloaonhi thou haft been loved, ixlt- 
conbi he hath been loved. Plural. Xoloconhi we have been loved, ixtiloconhita 
yc.have been lo vcd s xiloconht tacque they have been loved. Xinrochi I have been 
whipped or beaten, ixtirccbi thou haft been whipped or beaten, ixroehi he hath 
hec' ' whipped or beaten. Plural, Xorochi or xohrochi we have been whipped or 
beaten, ixtirochita ye have been whipped or beaten, xirocht tuque they have 
been whipped or beat en. 


The 
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Ttloconbt, Be thou loved, Cbilcconho, let him be loved. Plural. Chmloconho ,. 
let us be loved, Ttloconhota, be ye loved, Chiqutloconho tacque let them be 
loved. Where you fee the particle hi is changed into ho. 

M °° d > 3nd the L C °njun<aive are after the manner of the 
for "example eS,by PUtUn§ t0 “ 10 thc °P tativc > and vti in the Cofoun flive. As 

Qgtnloconht ta, I pray God I be loved. Tiloconhi ta, I pray God thou be 
loved 5 Inloconbita , I pray God he be loved 5 Cohloconhita I pray God we be 

God they beiotT’ 1 ^ G ° d U ^ & U * mh * u «r*, I pay 
So in the Pretcrperfeft tenfe ta only is added: as for example. 

Xtnloconh ia^on\d to God I have or had been loved, IxtilmabitA.vsczv God 
thou haft or hadft been \ovtd,Lxloconbita,Vt2iy God he have or had been loved. 
Piur. Xoloconhtu, pray God we have or had been loved, Ixtiloconbi ta ta I pray 
God ye have or had been loved JLtloconhi ta tacque,l pray God they have or had 
been loved. Where note that the particle ta, if any other word or fentencc be 
put with the Verb, may be put before the Verb, as Nm ta gutnloconhiA pray 
God 1 be greatly loved. Otherwife if the Verb be alone,;* is placed after it. 

The Conjuntfivc Mood is thus ,Vei guinloconhi, if I be loved, Vet tiloccnkb. 
if thou be loved, and fo forth. 

This is all, which commonly is taught concerning this tongue. In which 
grounds he that is pcrfe<ft in, and hath a Dictionary of thc feverall wofds of it 
may loon learn to fpcak it. As I fhall underftand by my belt friends, that there 
is a delire of further printing a Dictionary,I fhall fatisfie their defies, and apply 
my felf unto it. Thefe few rules for the prefent I have th&treht fit to print, for 
cunofity fake, and that it may appear, how eafie the Indm tongues are ro be 
learned. I fhall conclude this unparall^ld work, with the Lords Prayer in that 
tongue, and with a brief explication of it.; 

Cat at taxah vtlcat • Nimta tncaharyhi av't ♦ Inchalita AvihaurivanCana. In- 
vanivita Nava yahvir vacacal, he invanta*ab. Chaye runa uhubmta quih 
v/ic', Na^aebtamac, be inc&^achve.qmimc ximacqmvi cbiquih • Mac oat ana 
ehipam cataccbyhi\ Convert a chin* uncht stiti,marii-qmro,hct»qui, Amen . 

Note, Catat, according ro the rule of declining Nouns, is the firft perfon 
plural, which is known by thepardclc Ca, added to r*/,which fignificth father* 
and Catat is our father. 

Taxah figpificth hcaven*it is put before the word or verb vilcatjox more ele- 
gancy fake, and for better placing of % contrary to the Larin aridEnglifb, 
where es, or art, is put before m ccelu, or in heaven. Like wife it is put without a 
prepofition, contrary to the Greek, Latin and Englifh: for in this tongue many 
times the prepofitions arc omitted and undeiftood. 

Vtlcat fignifieth es or art : it is the fecond perfon of the Verb, Sum , es, f ui > 
which is a Veib- Anomal, and.not conjugated, after the rule of Verbs above. 
As for example, Vilquin, I am ^Vilcat, thou art, Vtlli, he is. Plural. Vikob, we 
ar e,Vilcatta, ye are, Vilque tacque, they are. Thc PreterperfcCt tenfc, Xinvi, I 
have been, Ixtivt^hou haft been, Ixvi, he hath been. Plural. Xohvi, wc have 
been, lxtivita , ye have been, Xivi tacque , they have been. Imperative, Tivi or 
Ttvo, be thou •, Chivi or Chivo, let him be. Plural. Cohvi ta or Cobvo ta, let 
us be? Tivita or Tivota, be ye* guivtta or guivo ta tacque , let them be. 
The Optative and Conjunctive are according to the Rule above, by adding 
ta or vet, to thc prefent tenfe, and prcterpcrfeCl tenfc of thc Indicative Mood. 

U Mm 
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Ntm ta Incaharaht , which fignifieth, I pray ‘God may be greatly magnified. 

Nim fignifieth great or greatly. Ta is op tarn is, or of wifhing. Incaharcthi , is the 
third perfon of the Verb guincaharciht, which fignifieth to be magnified or ex¬ 
tolled •, and is formed according to the rule above, from the adhve verb, Nuca- 
har^a ,to magnific or cxtoll, by changing the laft a into iht , and adding quin the 
particle of the paflive. 

Kjivi thy name. T/, fignifyeth name, and according to the rule above for 
Nounes beginning with a Confonant a is the particle of the fecond 
pcrl'on. 

Incbalita avibauri, letcomc thy Kingdome, is the proper expreflion of this 
in Enghjh. Inchali, is the third perfon of the Verb Jumbalt, which fignifieth to 
come. Ta is as before opt ant is , or of wifhing. Ifuuri or lhauric , fignifieth king- 
dome. Av, added, fheweth the fecond perfon. 

fan ewa, upon our heads. This is a peculiar expreffion iiv that tongue 5 
which fas all other tongues) hath many phrafes, ftrange expreflions, proper 
elegancies and circumlocutions. Whereof this one, to fay, Let thy King- 
dome come upon our heads. Pam or Pan, is a prepofition, fignifying in, or 
within, or upon. Na fignifieth 'head *, Nana, my head, Cana our head, accor¬ 
ding to the rule above: from.whencetheycallahat, Pan Nuna, as being upon 
thcliead. 

Invaniva ta Nava, let be done what thou wilt. They have no proper Noun 
to exprefte a mans Will,but exprefte it by a Verb: lnvanivt , is the third per¬ 
fon of the Verbe, guinvamvi, which fignifieth to be made or done. The 
Adive is Nuvan, I do or make: from whence are formed many paffives, 
as gurnvan, or ^uirivanhiy or Jgutnvani, otguinvanivi, or guinbanari, or 
gjitnvantibi, whereof this iaft fignifieth to be done fpeedily. And fo to 
all Verbs Adives ai*d Raflives, this particle tiki % is added at the end, to fignifie 
haft or (Speed in doingany thing. .Nava/is the fecond perfon of the Verb, inva, 
I wil, according to the rule for verbs beginning with a Vowell, IV^jthou wilr, 
Jnra, he will. '->> 'V, • - - 

Tahvtr vacb a cal,hcte upon \hi kcc of the earth 5 Tdhvir, is an Advcrbc 
fignifying here, Vach-,(xgmh&kh£€?Nuvach,my face, Avacb, thy fac^Ruvacb, 
his face. Acal, fignifyeththc carth Or ground. 

He invan taxan 5 as it is done in heaven. He is an A dverb, fignifying even as, 
Invan, is the third perfon oftbe paffivc Verb, gu-wvan, to be done. Taxah, 
as before, fingnifieth in heaven without any prepofition to it. 

Chape runa, give to day. Nuye is the firft! perfon of the prefent tenfc, (Signi¬ 
fying, I give, Cba, is the panicle {according to the rule above) of the fecond 
perfon of the Imperative Mood, chape give thou *, Cbprue, let him give. Runa, 
to day. 

Cabuhun ta quib viic, our every day bread: Where note that ca, put before hu- 
hun is very elegantly placed, though it do belong to t he word viic, which figni¬ 
fieth bread, Nuviic ,my bread, Cavite ,our bread. Hubun is an undeclined word, 
fignify ng every one, or every thing, £uth fignifieth the fun or the day. 

N*$ach ta camae, I pray God thou forgive our fins. They life not here the 
Imperative Mood, as in Latin dmnte, and in Enghfh forgive,but with the par- 
' tide ta, of wifhing, they ufe the-Optative Mood. Naqach is the fecond perfon of 
the Verb, Nu^ach, I forgive. Mac-, fignifieth fi n. Nurnac, my fin or fins, carnac, 
our fins. La-valxs another word in that tongue alfo to fignifie fin. 

He inca^acbve <f«/7zw,Evcn as we forgive their fins .Incase h is the firft perfon 
plural, according to the rule above. for verbes beginning with a confqnant •, vt 

is 
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Is put at the end for elegancy fake r g»imac is the third perfon plmah Where mxT 
that in a whole fpeech or fentence,fometimes the particle tacque, obferved above 
in the rule for declining is left out; andfomctiracs it is added. As here, qumae 
their fins v or elfc it might have been quimac tacque. 

Ximacqufaichiquihj.hu have finned againft ourbacks,of ^,'fignifying fin, 
is this Verbc formed jummacquivi, to fin. Solikewifc of lavai, fin, Is formed a- 
nother Verbc, qutnlaviniy to fin. This Verb quinmacquivi is a Deponent-, of 
which fort there are many in that tongue, as quincutani , to preach, which have 
the fame Particles as the Verbs Pafiives. Cbtquih is a word compounded of the 
Prepofition chi and th, which figmficth back, and is varied like the Nouncs be¬ 
ginning with a Vowell and joyned with ^fignifieth againft, as C^^againft 
me, chav ih, againft: thee,,f£/r/£,againft: him. Plural. Chiquih-, a gain ft us, cha- 
vihta y againft ye, chiquih tacque, againft them. And if another third perlon be 
named ,chirih, ftandeth for againft, as chirih Pedro, againft Peter, that is againft 
the back. If any be named in the third perfon Plural, then chiqui is ufed, as 
chiquih unche, or chiquih cunch elal, againft all. 

. Mecoacana, leave us not. This Verb is here compounded of three: fir ft, Ma, 
is abbreviated from the word mamjvhich fignifieth no or not, as likewile 'man- 
chucu. Co orcoh, fignifieth we or us, and as in the’rules before J have obiei ved, 
is put here before the Verb;which caufeth the n to be cut off from the Verb, 
which otherwife fhould have been nacana, of nucana, I leave, nAC an a,ihow lcaveft, 
inrucana, he leaveth, and fo forth. 

Chipamcatacchihi, in our being tempted. This is another great elegancy in 
that tongue to ufe a Verb Paffive for a Noune, and to add to it a Prepofition as 
here, chipam, which fignifieth in 5 and putting to the Verb the Particles where¬ 
with the Nouncs are varied and declined* Nutacehih, fignifieth I tempt. The 
Paffive is quintacchihi, I am tempted 5 from whence mtacchihi , fignifieth my 
being tempted, or my temptation; attacchthi, thy temptation, rutaechthi, his 
temptation, catacchthi, our temptation. 

Coaveyca china unche tsiri. Deliver us from all evil! things.as I have 
noted before, fignifieth to deliver. Co is the firft perfon Plural put before the 
Verb, as I obferved in the rule above, and in that Conjunction or compound 
mace ac an a. china is a Prepofition, fignifying above or from. Unche, fignifieth 
all, which is undeclinable, tstri, is an Adjedivc properly undeclinable alfo or 
invariable, in Gender, Cafe,and Number ; as are all Adjedivcs in that tongue. 
It fignifieth cvill or bad as tsiri vinac , an evill man, tsiri txoc , a bad woman, 
tsin chi cop, a bad or cvill beaft; fo likewife in the Plural number it is the fame. 
Without a Subftantive it is as the Ncwtcr Gender, as malum (or mala res, fig¬ 
nifying an cvill thing, or evill things. The Subftantive that is formed from it, 
is tsinquil, which fignifieth evill or wickednefl’e. Voronquil , fignifieth the 
fame. 

Mani quiro,nor goodfthis is put for a further expreffion of evils to be delivered 
from whatfoever is not good. Mani, as I noted before, fignifieth not. guiro, is as 
tsiri , an Ad jidive,fignifying good or a good thing, and is undeclinable, unva- 
liablcinboth numbers. J^niro vinac, a good m in, quiro ixoc, a good woman, 
quiro chicop , a good beaft fo likewife in the plural number, quiro vinac , good 
men.The Subftantive that is derived from this Adjedi?e,is,<7«/r^/,goodneffc. 
c£/0W,fignifieth the fame. Qnirolahjs very good, tstri!ah very bad; where 
lah is added at the, end of an Adjedivc, it puts the fame aggravation as vdde in 
Latin. 

Heinqni t even as he faith. The meaning is, even as he faith that taught this 
U x prayer; 
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prayer, JHuiriqui, fignificth I fay, tiq»i ^thou fayeft, inqui, he faiifi, ' dobqltE 

wc fay, tiquita, ye fay, quiquitacqnc , they fay. 

Amtn. AH words which have no true expreffion in the Indians tongues, are 
continued in the Spanijh , or in the proper tongue, a$ here Amtn. So wirteAvhidh 
formerly they had not, they call vino • though by an improper word fome call 
it Cajhlana ha , that is, the water of Caftile. So God, they call Dios cofcrtmonly; 
though fome call him Nim Ahval , that is the great Lord. 

Aud thus for curiofitics fake, and by the,intreaty of fome fpeciall frierids, I 
have furnifhed thePreffc with a language which never yet was printed, or 
krtown in England. A Merchant, Mariner, or Captain at Sea may chance by 
fortune to be driven upon fome Coaft, where he may meet with fome Focoman 
Indian *,and it may be of great ufe to him, to have fome light of this Foconcbi 
tongue. Whereunto I (hall be willing hereafter to add fomething more for the 
good of my Countrey *, and for the prefeiit 1 leave thee Reader to ftudy what 
hitherto hath briefly been delivered by me. 




F I N I S. 
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Thirty thoufand Duckatesyeerly, the rent of one Cloifler in Guatemala* befides 
the treafure in it, worth a hundred thoufand Crowns, p. 127. ’ J 

Athouf andperfons commonly living within one Cloifler of Nuns in Guatemala. 
Ibid* 

The Bijhop of Guatemala his Nun, very powerfull ,and rich. p. 12S. 

The firength of the Blackmon Slaves about the Countrey of Guatemala. 

K^ll the power of G uatemala is not able to reduce a few Blackmore (lave, 
are fled to the Mountains about Golfo Dulce. p. 130. > tv 0 

Between the Town of Acabaftlan and i Guatemala 'are Mines of Copper and 
Iron, and probably a treafure of Gold. p. 131 J Ft 

b»j! ,„,u 

A kindc of Wheel in the Voile, of M:xco, coked Tremcfino, „hich ofrn thru 
moneths fown ts harvejledin. p. 13 f* 1 

CHAP. XIX. 

Shewing the condition. qtulit, fafhiott. and behaviour ofthclninm ef the 
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Contents. 

7 ** Indians oftheConntrey of Guatemala, Me the I fradkes by Pharaoh 
much opprefted by the Spaniards, becaufethcy multiply andir. break. p. 3 

r^e Weft-India’s eafier to he conquered noWy then hithe time that Cortci cL 
queredthem. p. 139. 

^ owe Indians choose rather to dk by pining away "Willingly, then to he fuhiYff to 
the Spaniards oppreftion and cruelty y Ibid. ■ '■f <j ■* ' J ‘ 

. Sop, /^ Indians are faced, anddiftrihutedoutby d 'Spanil Kmfa toferVithe 
Spaniards weekly, p. 140. J ..;>r 

Thb manner of the Indians*^ xt'alfo their manner of clothing;*.gAi, y A% 
They are divided into Tribes , with a chief head over every Tribe p. 142 “ 

Sow they agree upok contracting Marriage one withan other. ibid 
The powdred beef of the Indians, commonly called Taffajo. pi i\i. 

The Indian Vemfm^ orftefh of midyear, how-drifted and eaten, hil. * 

A Hedgehog good meat in the Indian, ibid. -v ■ 

Of hi Indian drink beaded Cfi i<£fi ^ .^p v . - 

The Spaniards ufe much 
p. 144, 145. 

The Prlefts that live in the Indian Towns are above the fufiices and offeiis 
for pedeefand whip y and gibe fentrnte and iudgrheni in the cBrch o4irfhhe 
bcft.$,\ A 6. ^ 

The fervice and attendants allow edtOHhePrkfi.p.\ agj. ' XVi -:\y 

How y and what Tribute the Indians pay yearly, p. 148. 

The Saints and Idols of the Rom'ijh Religion differ not from the hath enifb Idols 
in the Indians opinion, p, 149. 

Saints held unprofitablehy the Priefi$\n ^India's, and ft to hc'cafi out of ilyi 
Churches yWhich bring not mony and gifts iintd them at leaf once a year. ibid. 

Tm 'priests trade much in wax chalet, and ftlifometimes onicmdU five orfix 
times. 0.150. 

An o'd Indian Womans judgement concerning the Sacrament of the Lords fup- 
per. p. 150,151. 

Ad fouls iayyChrijlmas, Candlemas day yandwhitfunday dayes of great lucre, 

and pr ofit to*he Pnefis. p. 151,15 2. 

The Indian .are forced to marry at thirteeen or fourteen years of age \ and way / 

p. 15 J. 

The ground of u ir fairs in Englarid. p. 154. 

Severalldances ifjthe Indians, p. 154,155. 

CHAP. XX. 

. 

Shewing how, and whyr departed out of Guatemala, to learn the Pocof.cjn 
languaggy and to live am on he Indians 5 and bffome particular ps(fages , hnd 
Accidents wbilfi I lived then p. 156. 

Contents. 

The Author going with fome fen^ 2 nhrds,and Chrifiian Indians into a Conn- 
trty of unknown Heathensyfell dahgto&fiy fick^and was'further in a sknmijh w.ih 
the Barbarians , and by that means alfe „ danger of his life. p. J 5 7,15 8, 

Indians grown np in age, forcedly « lven to Baptijme , without any prirsci- 

‘ fl (S 
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fie sin Christianity fly the Priefis and Fryers that firfl entred into America, ibid. 

Comayagua,* woody,mountainous,andbarren Countrey. p. 159. 

In the India’s are Grammars and Dictionaries of the [overall Indian tongues, 
p. 160. 

The Author became perfect in the Poconchi language in one quarter of a year. 
ibid. 

The means ^chiefly from the Church, which the Author enjoyed yearly in the 
Town of Mixco and Pinola. p. 161,16%. 

A Plague of Locujis tn the India’s brought nof,mallprofit to the Author, p.itfj, 

\6q. 

The Spaniards confidence in fomeblefied breads againSl the plague ofLocufis . 

ibid. 

An infectious difeafe antongfithe Indians, brought to the Author neer a hundred 
founds in half a year. ibid. 

The Author firuck down as dead to the ground with a fiafh of lightnings and 
again in danger of his life by an earthquake, p. 165, 166 . 

Of a [mall Vtrmine, leffe then a flea called Nigua, common in the India’s, 
wherewith the Author was in danger of lofing a leg. ibid. 

The Author like to be killed by a Spaniard, for defending the poor Indians, 

p.i* 7 - 

A notorious Witch in the Town of Pinola affrighted the Author. p. 167.& fequ. 

The Indian Wizards and Witches changed mtojhapes ofbeafis by the Devill, as 
appeareth by two examples, p. 1 69. & icqu. 

Some Idolaters in the Town 0/Mixco dtfcovered their preaching Idol found out 
by the Authour, and burnt publickly in the Church 5 and he in great danger to be 
killed by them. p. 171. & fcqu. 

The Authors conflict within himfelf about coming home to England for cot* 
fciencefake ; and his refolution therein • p, 180,181. 

Neerupon 90oc.peeces of Eight got by the Author, in twelve years that helved 
m the India’s, p. 187. 

Chap. XXI. 

Shewing my journey from the Town of Petapa, into England; a>d feme chief 
paffagts in the way.y. i%%. 

Contents, 

Relation of a place called Serro Redondo jfoe leagues fro* Petapa. p. 182." 

A firange fire anh fmoak conliantly coming out of the earh neer unto a Town cal¬ 
led Aguachapa;n>/w/> by the Spaniards is fuppofedtobe /mouth of hell.y. 183. 

The priviledge of a great river, called Lcmpa, dividing the Countrey of 
St. Salvador, Nicaragua, p. 184. 

A Fryer thinking to take up gold from the hot ton* °f the fiery V»lean of Leon 
deceived, p* 185. 

The City of be on, and Countrey about, called j the Spaniards, Mahomets para - 
dife.lbid. 

About the beginning of February, the Cit-of Granada in Nicaragua is one of 
the richeft places in the India’s, reafon oft*r>y rich commodities, andfome of the 
King 0/Spain his revenews carried tbit hi» to be tranfported by tbe Frigate to 
Carthagcna or Havana, p. 185,1 26 '. 
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The dangerous paftage from the Lake fl/Granada by the river, torrmonly called 
El Defaguadero. p. 186 . % < : o .... 

The Author and his Company like to be furprifed by a monftrous Cayman , or 
Crocodile, p.187. 

The Author robbed atfeaby a Holland man of War, of the value of 70C0. 
Crotons. p. 188, 189 • 

A Fryer for defending the poor Indians c/Nicoya loft two fingers , which were 
cut offby the Alcalde Mater, p. 192. 

. The Author forced to drink his own urine, and loft, and like to perijh in an 
unknown Jfland,and afterwards upon a Rock. p. 193,194. 

Some particulars of the City of Panama, p. 195. 

The river of Chiagre very fhallow in many places, without feme great rain caufe 
the water to fall into it from the mountains, ibid. 

Some particulars o/Portobcllo, during the time that the Spanilh Fleet ftayeth 
there, p. 1 96. 

The Papifts Bread God, or Sacrament eaten and known by a Moufe in Porto** 
bello ^ with a Faft in bread and water for that contempt done unto their God. 

p. 1 97, 198. 

The Spaniards fear of the Engliih that then inhabited the Jfland called Pro¬ 
vidence, p. 1 99 • 

Some Engltfh Prifoners at Carthagena, with one Captain Route, who at Hava¬ 
na challengedfome Spaniards into thefield, who had abufed him. p. 199, a 0 o. 

From the whole Spanifh Fleet, one gallantly taken away , worth fourefcore thou - 
[and Duckats, by two Holland flr'Engliih fbips net well known, upon the Coafl of 
Havana, p. 201. 

The manner of the Dominicans habit, with the meaning of it. p. 203. 

CHAP. XXII. 

Shewing how,and for what caufes, after I had arrived in England, I took yet 
anotkr ] ourney to Rome, and other parts of Italy, and returned again to fettle my 
[elffa'his my Countrey. p. 205. 

Contents. 

Price a Mwke very familiar with William Laud late Archbifhop ^/Canter¬ 
bury, p.205. 

The Author s^rotber in great favour at Court,and afpiringto a BiJhopri(ke t 
or to be Parifh Prici c f Coven garden, ibid. 

The A uthor appr tended by a Purftvant- and protested by Sir Fancis Windc- 
banck. p. 207. 

The Author from tht’ 0 w Countries got letters of recommendation to fome chief 
Cardinals in Rome, ibr. 

The Autbcur was rebbeihy french Pirates going from Ligorne to Rome. ibid. 
The Cardinal Don Frantf co Barbarini intituled the Prottttor of England 
and much acquainted with th.^ff A i ris 0 f England, and tfpeciaUy with the ah ions 
And proceedings of William L U( 1 Archbifhop 0/Canterbury. p. 208. 

William Laud his further Compliance with the Cardinals at Rome, as teftified 
by Fitzherbcrt the fefuite in acor. cr ence with the Author * ibid. 

A defigne of making an Engli ^cardinall at Rome*, and who chiefly eyed for 
that purpofe. p. 210. 
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A true Copy of the manner of fending the Author to live at Orleans in 

France, p. 209,210. 

The miracle printed by the Papifis of the blujbing and fw eating of the Ladies 
figure o/Lorctto, tryedby the Authour, and found to be a meer lie. p. aio. 

At the calling of the Parliament now fitting , the Romiflirrft? in Italy much 
perplexed. p.210,211. 

the Author taken again by a French Fleet of flips, as be was coming home 
from Ligome.p. an. 

the Author twice aflaulted in London by Papifis , and like to be killed for his 
profefm of the truth, andfervice to the State . p. 211, 21 a. 


FINE S. 
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